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THE FATAL CARD.

Bame yesrs ago the Mississippi river
was neted for its ** ﬂf]:‘lﬁﬂg pnhﬁen," ns
the large steamers plying between New
Orleavs aucd the ports ahove were ealled.
Now the railways havo driven nearly all
the fine boats off the river, and left the
fiald to the freight-boats, whoss accomo-
dstions for pusengers are Ly no means
paluiial, The former class of stenmers
wire in many rernects delightful, but
they never ceased to be objecta of dread
to finid people, for if the racing, which
war redused to n system, did not resualt
in the Joga of the boat, there was sure to
ho otie or more encounters between the
lawless portion of the travelers, in which
pistol-lnillets would fly rather too thick
for the comfort of steady-going people.
The eanse of sneh distnrhavess was gen-
erally & quarrel over the gambling-table.
The regulntions of the bhoat usually re-
quired that all such nmusements should
be conducted in & saloon provided for
{hat parpose inthe “Texas, or officers’
ebing,” situnted on the hurricane deck;
bnt the mporting gentry were by no
means caraful to obey this rule; and the
gaming was most commonly enrried on
on the dining-tables in the main saloon
of the steamer, to the great annoyance
of two-thinds of those on board.

Many professional gamblers used to
make thess boats their home, traveling
back and forth with them, and fleecing
all who were verdant or foolish enough
t fall into their clutcher. 8o well, in-
deed, was this system managed that the
various membeors of the * oraft " seemed
1o have their difforent stenmers marked
out for them by common consent, so that
U0 od would trespass npon the domain
of the ether, Of coiirss these men were
warm {rieuds of the officers of the boat,
who were either too sincers in their
friendabip to put o atop to Ulie practice
Or Yoo mach afrnid of the gamblers to
cart 1o provoke a quarre]l with them,
for in those days it was n common affair
lor such men to resent muy fancied af-
tront with o pistol-shot,

One of the most remarkable mep of
‘-h';ir cldks was named Daniel Sturdivant,
& Frenchman, the son of & broken-down
scton of nobility, who bad settled in New
Otleans before the transfer of Louisiana
0 the United States, Sturdivent Lad
been rused as ¥ gentieman ” by his
“nstocratio father, but wpon somting of
"#%, sad finding his fortunes vezy bad, had
{nkm 10 cards s 4 mesns of hettering
‘hem.  His success in this field was so
great that he was indnoced to continue
" 1t until at the time I write, and he was
“Be of moet notorious gamblers be-
tween BL Lonis and New Orleans. - He
wae forty-five years old, but bind kept
himsalf 30 well that he seemed much
Fousger. He was a man of fine personal
‘Ppearance aud of grest physical
sirongth. He was also noted for his
peronal aourage.  As o gambler he was
moel expert and sucocasful.

Thers were dark stories of deods
*hich be had commitied while undér the.
tufinruce of play and biquor, and it was
"id by some that he had killed nalf &
domen men in Lis Eletime., 'Yef no
;‘m cared to epeak these stories openly,
‘;:: o medm:ud to bring upon himsell

Sbger of sach u man. There were
few who knew bim who really cared to
Play sgainet him, buj they feansd are-
fenl 1o do so mignt involve them in &

your lack against Dan Sturdivant, eht
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vant had taken poeseesion, inssmuch as
it was not ouly the most eomfortable,
but also the swiftest, und time wak of
importance to me, It was known that
I earried large sums of money with me,
dnd T was always appreliensive lost
Sturdivent should ask me to play. I
bad fully made up my mind to refuse
him, snd, il he attempled tn draw me
into a quarrel, to shoot him withoat
meroy, as I knew that the oniy chance
for my life lay in getting the advantage
of him. BStrange to say, he did not
make any such proposition to me, and I
gave him no chance todo se, -

One night we had started.out from
Vidksbarg, and were heading wibrrily
down the river, when Sturdivent came
up to the group which had gathered
aronnd the stove, He had' been drink-
ing, aud was rmoking o fine vigar aa he
spproached. All made way for him,
**Well, gentlemen,” he said, in an un-
steady tone, ** you seem to be terribly
dull. Who wanta to play for §20 snie?"
There was no reply. All present
seomend to know the man, and @no one
cared to volunteer to place himself in
his clutches,

“Umph I" he exclaimed, with an ex-
pression of contempt, ““afraid to try

Or maybe you want a little coaxing.
me of you must play with me, I
can't stand suoch treatment, CQome, let's
see who it will be,”

He glanced sround the crowd as if to
seleot his victim. For the first time I
noticed the gase of omne of the group
fixed steadily upon him. He wes a
stranger to me, and was dressed ina
plain enit of homespun, and his face was
partially concealed by a wide-brimmed
sombrero which was drawn over it. He
was a small, but powerfully-made man
and in the decided expression of his
woll-shaped head I read an unusual
firmness and intensity of purpose, '
“*Ave you Daniel Stardivant, the
gambler ?° he ssked in a ocalm {onse,
without rising.

Stordivant floshed darkly and gave
the stranger a fierce glance.

‘“Some persons eall me so behind my
back,” he said, insoléntly; ** but no one
would dare apply that term o me before
my fnee,”

** Neverthelese,” said the stranger, ** I
want an answer—yes or no.”

“Well, then," said the gambler, sn-
grily, “I am,, What of it ?"

“ Simply this,” replied the stmnger,
** I hove heard it said that you claim to
be the best card-player in the Bounth.
west., I have come 200 miles to prove
you & liar,”

Sturdivant strode forward a step or
two and thrust his hand into his breast
as if to grasp a weapon,

“ Stop,” said the stranger; *‘if you
sghoot me you will simply prove yonrself
afraid of me. Take your seat at the
table, and I will make my word good,”
There was something in the ecalm,
gtern manner of the stranger that
seemed to render the gambler powerless,
He hesitated for a moment, and then
said, bullyingly:

“1 never play with a man whose face
I con not see.™

“Never mind my face,” eaid the
stranger. *‘If you are not afruid of
losing, you shall see it when I am done
with you."

“* But how do I know you have money
enough for such aport 2" persisted Stut-
divant. * You look seedy enough, my
fine fellow.” !

“There,” said the stranger, produc-
ing & lsrge pocket-book. "I have
$£10,000 there; if you can wid it you
shall do so.”

With an cath Sturdivant placed him-
#elf at the table, and bade his challenger
do likewise, Those of us who had lis-
tened to this singular dialogus now gath-
ered around the fable, expecting to see
s scene of more than usual interest,
brim, and none of us had seen his face,
boé we all felb from his genemal air and
manner that Daniel Sturdivant had ab
last met his moioh. It did not take long
to show that the stranger was an unns-
slly good player, For an hour or more

the playing went on in silepce. The

self o he had naver done before, bat, in
spite of his efforts, he lost steadily. By
the of ihe time indieated
abave he had lest §2,000. 1 noticed tiso |
 light came into his eyes. At luat,

“In God: nsme, who are you?"
gsuped Sturdivant, his eyes still fixed en
the card.

“ Look at me,"” said the stranger, qui-
atly. =

| As il powerless to resist, Sturdivant
raised his eyes %o the speaker. The
stranger had raised his bat and sat look-
ing at the trembling man with eyes that
feifly blamed with fury. Stardivant
oitered n groan, and eank back in his
chair, with his fece white and rigid.
The stranger with one sweep gathered
up the money from the table and throst
it into his hroast,

*That ace of hearts is an unlucky oard
for you, Daniel Btardivant,” he said,
ocoldly, “You played it once when you
thought it to your advantage. Now,
God help you, for that play is returned I

‘As he spoks, he raised a pistol which
we had not seen, and, befors we could
stop him, aimed it deliberately at the
trembling man and fired, The gambler
fell heavily upon the table, a corpse, and
thé bright blood streamed over it, hiding
the fatal card from sight,

*Gentlemen,” said the stranger, ris-
ing to his feet, ne we stood paralyzed
with bhorror at the dreadful scene, *‘that
man ruined my wife and tricd fo murder
me, I have been hunting for him fon
ten years,

He walked slowly by us down the
stairway to the lower deck. Just then
the steamer touched at a landing and he
sprung ashore and vanished in the dark
woods,,

I never learned the history bf ‘“the
mysteriohs affair, for the dead gambler
was beyond human guestioning, and I
never saw the stranger again; but I shall
nof soon forget the impression it made
npon me at the f:me,

HISTORICAL.

Tmoxiax notes were the sherthand
notes of Roman antiquity, said to have
been introduced into Rome by Tiro the
freedman and Tavorite of Cicero. The
notes counsist of sxbitrary sigos, and are
still common in marginal notes,

Tue popular hymn tane *“ Merton,”
affixed to Dr. Doddridge’s beautiful
hymn, * Ye Golden Lamps of Heaven,

Farewell ” was composed in JB42 by |

Gen., Oliver, organist, of Salem, Mass.,
during the delivery of a sexmon.

Tae atatue of George IV, on his horse
at Trafalgar square, London, was de-
signed by Sir F, Chantrey. The statue
of the Duke of Wellington in front of
the Royal Exchange, though commenced
by Bir Francis, was finished by Mr.
Weekea,

A cuprr is gn ancient measure faken
from the human arm, as messured from
the elbow to the end of the middle finger,
The Roman cubit ia believed to have
beer seventeen and one-balf inohes, and
the cubit of the Bible somewhat less
than twenty-two inches,

Ta= origin of * Dixie's Land ™ is thus
given: When siavery existed in New
York, one “* Dixy" owned a largo tract
of land on Manhattan island and a large
number of slaves, The inerease of the
slaves and the inorease of the abolition
sentimenf, cansed an emigration of the
glaves to more thorough and secure
alave seotions! and the rnegroes who weid
thns sent off—many being born there—
naturally looked back to their old
homea, where they had lived in clover,
with feeling= of regref, as they could not

it became synonymons with. an ideal Jo-
@mﬂ’: mbhm eass, comfort and ms-

In those days negro singing and min-
strelsy were in their infaney, and

to musio and introduced as a song by

Io&,mdmdth ms of &
song there. Iis origin has been de-

hse been in use with the

while engsged in the game of *‘lag.”

around the two, wondering at the strange '
soene.

imagine any place like Dixy's. Henoe |
terial happiness of every dua‘ipﬁnn‘._r

sabject that mn:ammuinnouh?i--' ‘
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Ad LITTLE MARRIED.
| BY PRACHAM.
Some men are fastidions in selecting

' Mr. Johnson Topp moved from Ten-
sas, He was a man of means and a

mstrimony, but he had o fear of widows.
Grass-widows espeocially were a terror jo
Lhim. He had moved from FEast Tennes-

_%mmﬂ.hmﬁ} ee, {ry -'..i 4 sec-
tion %o West Tennessee, and wom

into Arkansss, to eseape from-real or

ske widows, -
| This being Mr. Johnson Topp's his-
‘tory, it purprised 'hig friends that he
should sppear as defendant in the case
of Dublin versus Topp; suit for bresch
of promise. But the Cirouit Courtdocket
of Cribtenden county disclosed the fact
the snit, sad the afidsvit of Mrs.
alinda Dublin setforth the partioulars,
The plaintiff was put upor the stand

40 tell how wickedly she had been iled

into false hopes by thie middle-aged’
bechelor, : - v

|““I live at home with my old dad,”
she said, “‘and tHis feller kept comin®
round thar makin’ believe he wanted to |
irade mules.  After he traded a time or
two till that was played out, he come
wanting cotton seed. I'kmnowed he only
wanted an excuse to gel to see me, and I
told Pop when he come agsin. to bring
him inand see whether he’d talk turkey
or not if he had a fair chance, Aud thst
was jnst what he wanted. You never
sac a man set up to a woman pearter
than he did as soon as ever Pop intro-
duoed us, tallin’ him, *This is my darter,
Malindy.” He was powerful shy at the
offset ; but let him git fairly started on
mules or shosts, and he was dead sure
to end with sparkin', And it appeared
like he couldn’t wait more’n & minit for
a woman to suy yes, I didn't feel with
the man as lots do, but I said yes; and
about the next thing that happened he
was tryin’ to orawfish. That’s abont the
whole story.”

Bat her lawyer did not think it was
the whole story, and he was right—
thers was more to be told.

“Will you state to the jury how it

happened that the defendant, Topp,
went back on his word after he had asked
you to marry him "
““ Well, as I said before, he was the
most uneasy man uwntil he got his an-.
swer, whioh was yes. The Fourth of
Jaly, I allowed, would be goon enough
for the wedding-day, but he knowed he
ocounldn’'t wait till then—it was impossi-
ble, 7 told him to call Pop in and talk
il over. 1 went over to thekitchen togit
up a square meal and show the man I
could do the tallest cookin’ in Arkansaw,
when I let mysell ont for it in dead
earnest,”

‘“And what happened when your
father and tho defendsnt, Topp, talked
it overt” ,

* Before I left "em ¥ told Popthe man
was on the marry, and I reckineéd it was
all right. Pop allowed they'd best have

and sugar, and told them thar was cook-
in’ to do; if they preferred mint in theirs
they knowed jist where to gitit. When
I samo back I saw things was wrong,

ke case with “Dixie.” Yt was first set ““h'
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wives, Others are not at all nice in |land the destractive wse of the wash-
mﬂusmntnﬂmnl.l!ntlm-d- admhﬁtm
promise case in Arkanses, in genersl) is alean the clothes from the impwrities
far too rare and serious to ' leave a loop® they comfain. . . .4 .,
hale for & laugh to eome in, : s ' d " -
s ACHELORS AND MARRYEYD JMEN.

nessee across the Mississippi into Arkan- e
bachelor. He was not wholly averss to

ing to take. I set on the whisky{ ®

In-m_még'-'.._ﬁa obvious, spares much
‘time, much lahor and fuel, while it gives
ilhm Iliq‘ *h 3 iil..r_ie
 to that obtained by auy other method,

T‘;nn. unprovided with a family, is
ouly the beginning of man; fo give him
the finishing touch he must soquire the
graces and the tenderness which are
dnly to be sequived from the hesrts of &
. & gister, a wife, a daughter,,

|| Aupan with & family, says Bacom, has,
Jlm-ﬁpledm-mw o, fort. -
une, The bachelor, on the gontrary, is
pt attached to the goil by & single root, |
tgke. He oughf rather to have sald : A
1 with & family has taken o Lostage’
destiny. What does it mafter fo’

him if despotism deprive the citizen of
a'citizen’s rights, and if Cwear, like the
lion, reign in 'a desert! He may drive
the people,from. public places, but he
ogunot drive the parent from his home.
It is still possible, by one's own fireside,
to testify to one's self, and find hap-
piness there; as far, at least, as one has
the right to be happy, while liberty

a country, but is now a pricon anly.

And every time the family msn puts
an X ” aside to save hia family from
want, he, at the same time, helps to
mise his fative land above servitude,
Independence of position is a guarantee
for the independence of character,
Despotism must have & mendicaut peo-
ple, When the people ne longer hold
out its hand, the despot ceases to reign.
who desires the prosperity of his coun-
try will tell you to get afamily. We are
thet statesman’s mouthpiece, There
is wisdom in our words, depend upon it!

their conduct i8 not a whit above that
of the redskins of America; in their
treatmént of women ; in their barter of
slaves; in the dirt and énmble-down
appearance of their towns and cities;
and, above all, in their corrupt and in-
efficient method” of ' administration.

v. | Tilden's seat, nor d e the least per-

wears widow’s weeds in what was once |
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thowthw. nod yet cee how
‘many. of them he has .made. *‘special
oases ™ of :

Mr. Noyes who divided fhe sws

;‘;gqin.l cases,” and rewsrdad aceord-
Wm. Pitt K'nl.lbgg..bfor helping steal

the vete of Lonisiana by bracing up the
Returning Board and such Bupervisors
as Anderson, received a seat in the Sen-
ate, to whichi*he'fad 1o titlé, throngh
the singie vots of Stanley Matthews, ‘the
friend and tative of Mr. Hayes,
8. B. who helped Kel]{)lgg
}ﬁggastthaﬂmulm tnEum'pe.. A
'Geo. L. Smith, who fo
fied the returns of De 30
nmade Collestor of New Orleans. :

Jack Wha who assisted, was made
Marshal of New Orleans,
Madison Wells, who wae one of the

thieves whom Kellogg braced up, was
given the office of Surveyor of the Port,

Toém Anderson, who was another Re-
turning Board thief, was kept in office
a8 Acting Collector cven after his con-
viotzon of forgery and theft, This was a
thief, was made Naval Officer.

,Kenner, the fourth and last Return-
ing Board thief, jurer and forger,
was given 4 plscd in the Onstom House
under Prii Thisf Anderson. ‘

Gen, John M, Harlan, who was one of
the referees in the Feliciana Anderson
case, was made Ju of the United
Bwtes Suprems

George A. Sheridan, for helping to
‘keep the Beturniug Board thieves atiff,
was transplanted to Washington and
made Recorder of Deeds,

John _ the vote of West
Feliciana, was - in “wriling a

W?twlﬂled before ha conuld
J. E. Anderson, for complying with

John Bhermsan's rel?:eg:o eeg:antaf
and which was afterward forged to the

Yo %0 sbeal the casish of
and in

3 s ain ]
St

Dan Weber, who, at the request of |J
Sherman,

‘ %’m}y ‘have in soy wey contributod
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quastion of tit's is disposed.
1 ve the frand aond

erima indelibly whers it bsiongs, thus muki

& tarribls aximple and proventing ita re
in the foturs.

JOHN SHERMAN,

Hia Ridimious Proposal te be Allowed to
Parnde His Outrage Wi nesses DNonlad.

A draft of the so-called Bherman let-

éleotion and the murder and intimide-
tion of voters in all of East and in parts
of West Felicinan parishes, . Mor-
fison says, in-the course of his reply :

| The recopds of to which you refer,
and the othier recordso a4 with which you
are doubtless familiar, authorize the statement

that fur the teatimony of said wilnesses, us
numerous, 48 intelligent and whose testimony
i at least as well entitled to belief, it is need-
lews to sdd that should thess 100 witnessos
again repeat their former tes<timony 500 othey
witnesses, at lonel as oredibio as they, will be
t?ﬁ‘ aln to contradiel theérn,
' . Morrison sdys:
Heven comumiiiiees or sub-coommiiiees of Uone
mh;m investigated this gaestion of miimi-
in Louisians, and bavo Heard the testi-
mony of twenty times one himndrod witnossos,
but no commiftee hes  ever agresd as
fo the fact of tho exislence of such
timidafion. You and your politiesl ae-
socistas of the wikditog connmittes wit-
nessed cortain ings of the Returning
g:;n! w;n:h were bussd on .'.llegg;l intimida-
, and by which proceeding s sai
Board revireed the decision of thnaﬂmm
made by their baliots actuallv cast,
vou with all your nasociates mads hasts to
witness o

then
bear

W" of  the Rotmrning Board
; m&- 'mn:dnmiptml?l&

| ‘oon-
;“Mmum o no respoot whatever. Io
viow of this disagre sud uncerisinty as
'w wmufi‘ﬁ: e‘::'mnmgmmfd

or
aminmemmmmafmmﬁg
Inws of Louivians dope i I
the inﬁmida_ tibn_

uf the.pe Stats,
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