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OSMIRIDIUM ONE OF HARDEST

Metal Is Employed in Tipping of Foun-
tain Pens and for Delicate
Machinery Bearings.

An interesting history attaches to a
smail packet -about two and a half
inclies square which recently arriyed in
London. It weighed two and a half
pounds and was eagerly bought by an
American firm for about $6,000. The
packet contained osmiridium (osmium
and its alloy, iridium), used for the
‘tipping of fountain pen points and for
of fine machinery.

delicate beari

The discovery of osmiridium, which
is a member of the platinum group of
metals, constitutes an interesting ro-

amance, the Detroit News states. To-
ward the end of the last year a small
group of prospectors were washing for
gold in one of the river beds in Papua,
British New Guinea. In their eager-
ness to find the precdious metal they
threw away from their pans a bluish-
gray, flaxy substance as worthless.

This was osmiridium, and it is eight
times more valuable than gold and
worth at the present time about $200
an ounce,

When the men got back to the set-
tlement they mentioned the occurrence
to 4 mining engineer, who immediately

asked them what they did with the
substance. They replied that they
left it on the river bank, and the en-
gineer exclaimed, “It must be Osmirid-

fum.”

The next ‘morning the whole party
started fpr the spot, only to fiud on
their arrived that the tropical rains
angd the swollen  river had washed
away most of the precious stuff. What
remained was carefully raked together,
refined and dispatched to London,
where it arrived safely a short while
having been heavily insured for
the voyage. .

Osmiridium is one of the hardest
metals . known and prospectors are
‘ly searching for it in Papua.
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SEE STARS IN GREAT FLOCK

Latest Group Discovered Believed to
Contain Equivalent of Quarter
Million of Qur Suns.

Every new invention of the as-
tronomer’s obsérvatory enlarges the
distance he ‘can peer into space and
measure its receding boundaries, so
that one can never say which

farthest star.

But we can say which ig at the farth
est distancé measured. This honor if
ut present borne by a tiny blur of light
which has no name and a few years
ago was not noticed, but which is now
Identified in the new general catalogue
of stars as No.p7006—or, more pre-
cisely; N. fi. C. 7006.

It is not really one star, but a great
flock of stars, probably containing
more than the equivalent of a quarter
of a million of our suns, and it is so
far away that if some unkown as-
tronomer could flash a light signal
at us from one of the suns or iuhnwls
there it would be nearly a quarter of
a million _\'0:11‘5 before that message

- could reach -us.

There is good reason to believe that
this flock of stars is moving toward
us. It is hardly necessary to say, that
it will take a long time coming. ~

An Elastic Metal. ;

The most remarkable thing about
vanadium steels is their almost mirac-
ulous’ elasticity. Today the metal va-
nadium is evmparatively cheap. Yet
30 vears ago it sold at $450 a
(pound, and was hardly more than a

riosity of the chemical laboratory.

When a use Is found for a rare
metal, sources from which it may be
obtained in quantity are Sure to be
discovercd. Thus. when the value of
vanadium for steel alloys was ascer-
tained, the fact was soon disclosed
that vast ore beds C('mtaining- it ex-
isted in Colorado. It is from these
beds that the demand is now supplied,
The ores are sandstone, impregnated
with vanadium, and are dug out in
enormous quantities. A by-product of
vanadium mining is uranium, from
which radium is obtained.

only

Mythology.

Hebe was the goddess of youth, who
poured out the nectar: with which the
gods pledged each other, One day,
upon a solemn occasion, she tripped
and fell, and was forced to resign her
cffice. Her father, Jupiter, secured as
her successor the beautiful youth
Ganymede. Hebe retained the power
‘of restoring the bloom of youth' and
beauty to the aged and, according to
some accounts, it was only affer she
became the wife of Hercules that she
gave up her office of cupbearer. She
even succeeded In’ reconciling her
mother, Juno, to Hercules, who suf-
fered all his life from the hatred of
the queen of thp gods.

Hercules was deifted as a reward for
his. achievements.

Coal Powder,

“Atomized” coal—different from

=merely “powdered” coal because -very

minutely dlvided—-is a new product
‘that is finding important uses.

It is used for making a hig)rgrade

* paint and alno as a substitute for

is the,

GOT EVIDENCE FROM GRAVE

Chinese Tomb Two Hundred Years
Old Opened to Prove Contention
-as to Ownership.

As a mheans of adjusting a difference
between’ Chinese litigants who ap-
peared in the mixed court at Shanghal
recently, the court directed that a
grave mound 200 years old should be
opened.

The dispute concerned the ownership
of a small tract of ground. In the &c-
tion, Sung Chui-Dong alleged that Yih
Woo-Zoong invaded the premises under
controversy and erected a bamboo
fence around certain graves thereon,
asserting that the place was his an-
cestral burying ground.

The plaintiff claimed the property as
his own by ancestral grant.

When the grave mounds
opened, there were brought to light the
tablets of a Chinese and his wife who
had lived and died under the reign of
the Emperor K’ang Hsl.

When the tablets were brought to
court It ywas found thatithe characters
on them were of peculiar form and the
writing read from left to right instead
of from top to bottom, but the inking
was clear and the placques weré well
preserved.

After the reading of the tablets, the
court announced the graves as those
of the defendant’s family and Sung’s
petition was dismissed.

Improved Sewing Machine,

A sewing machine that will do the
family darning has now been pat-
ented, says Popular Mechanics Maga-
zine, Its essential feature is a steel
arm which carries the intricate mech-
anism €ontrolling the shuttle and feed.
This is increased in a ball at the end
of the arm. In this way about twen-
ty parts have been eliminated, mak-
ing :maintenance less expensive, and
because of its simplicity, requiring
less -power to run. In darning, the
bedplate covers over the ball ‘and arm
are removed, and the sock is drawn
over the ball and along the arm. This
construction also permits the sewing
and mending of various other articles
that require  circular seaming.

Height of Aurora Boreadlis,

A Norwegian scientist, M. Stormer,
was able“to have photographed at sev-
eral points in his country, the aurora
borealls seen last May, which upset
telegraph lines and cables and pro-
vided a gorgeous display Iin many
parts of the world.

Comparing these photographs in re-
lation to known stars photographed at
the same time, he has calculated the
height at which this aurora borealis
was spread forth—namely, 312%
miles.

Thus, since the aurora borealis ls
by proof an electrical illumination of
the rarified air gases, the earth’s at-
mosphere extends -at least that -dis-
tance above the earth’s surface.—De-
troit News.

Is This Cruel and Unusual?

Chinese “safety first” sponsors have
hit upon a drastic method of punish-
ment in the effort to minimize deaths
and accidents, due to reckless opera-
tion of motor cars, in the suggestion
of imprisonment for oifenders in a
room with a wax figure of the vietim.
The Chinese Society for the Protection
of Life has asked the Shanghai munic-
ipal council to adopt an ordinance
prescribing the punishment, with the
term of imprisonment left to the dis-
cretion of the court

New Zealand Offers Air Prize,

A substantial prize has®Geen offered
for the first flight from Aue¢kland to
Wellington in a New Zealand built air-
plane by a New Zealander.

Phone Conduits for Montevidec,
Uruguay has authorized experts from
the Umtod States to make studies for

Moutevldeo_, L

were |

and undexgxound telephone system in

HAS HAD ADVENTUROUS LIFE

United States Senator Cameron of Ari-
zona Can Recall Wild Days of
: the Woolly West.

“Senator Ralph Cameron . of Arizona
has had enough adventures in real
life to make Bill Hart or Tom Mix
look 1llke second-raters, If anyone
could get the senator into competition
as a story teller with the two leading
Wild West movie heroes. Mr. Camer-
on was once an Arizona sheriff and
that was in the days when there were
still two-gun men floating around the
outskirts of civilization and perforat-
ing their enemies now and then with
perfectly good bullets ‘made of real
lead. :

So the present senator’s life was
far from an easy one. Hé once cap-
tured a bandit wanted pretty badly
for murder and bluffed 200 Mexicans
and later another crowd of Ameri-
cans out of their plans to take the ban-
dit away and try him before that well-
known ;American jurist, Judge Lynch.
He got! the bandit in jail, kept him
there :iud he finally was tried and
sent up for a little matter of 99 years.

Good Word for the Boll Weevil,

Mainly to the boll-weevil, and to a
less extent to the’ exigencies of the
war, we owe the fact that a cotton
equal if not superior to that grown
anywhere in the world 18 being pro-
duced in Arizona, where, in the Salt
River valley, 28,000 acres of cream-
colored bulbs now bloom with cotton
fiber that averages one and eleven-
sixteenth inches in length.

Cotton production in the Salt River
valley plantation has increased from
15,000 bales in 1917 to 37,000 bales
last year. It is expected that the out-
put in 1920 will be 50,000 bales, which
will be about one-eighth of the total
production to be used in the manufac-

‘ture of automobile tires.

*This effort would probably not have
been made for many years if it had
not been for the fact that the cotton
crop of the South sea islands had been
destroyed by the boll-weevil. The
success of the domestic efforts in this
direction was largely due to private
enterprise.

Tunnel Ventilation Tried.

The test of the ventilation system
in a model vehicular tunnel, a replica
of the proposed Hudson River tunnel
from New York to Jersey City, con:
ducted at the experimental mine of
the United States bureau of mines ai
Bruceton, near Pittsburgh, was con
sidered a success by the bureau’s
officials and -members of the New Jer:
sey Bridge and Tunnel commission
who attended.

Experiments were made to deter
mine the effects of motor exhaust
gases, the heat and the smoke, and th¢
best methods of eliminating all suck
effects on motorists in tunnels,—

Discovered at Last.

A change in the function of the pitu
itary body, one of the smallest of the
ductless glands, which is about the
slze of a pea and is hidden on the
underside of the brain, is responsible
for the increase of divorce, according

" to Dr. Ernest E. Tucker, of New York

This statement was made at the an.
nual convention of the American Os
: teopathic Association of America. The
{ growing wealth of the country and the
Increased standard of living is partly
responsible for the chitnge of function
in the gland and also contributed te¢
the divorce epidemic,

Bacteria Thrive on Ice.

It has long been known that no de
gree of cold yet attained will kill
bacteria. Yet it might be supposed
that they must at least be dormant
when embedded in eternal ice. Yet
Dr. A. L. McLane found them alive
and active in the ice many feet below
the surface in the Antarctic expedi:
tlon conducted by Sir Douglas Maw-
son in 1911-1914.—Detroit Free Press
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South Main St.

A Reminder
Don’t forget that prmﬁio you mﬁo the good wifse

and daughter te buy a piane or Victrela. Come and look at
stock of Muscal goods. We have what you ‘want at the right

S SRR W e SN O S P O N RO )

«

Pianos, Player-Pianos and Victrolas
You can take the easy payment plan if you do net earve

Yours for 50 years of Musical Service. ' -

ROGERS & WlLSON

Established 1871 Goahen, Indnna

a2 reel comedy “drama, -

2

PROGRAM

C rystal Theatre|

’Thursday and Frida’)'i; Jan. 5 an’ 6

“A TRIP TO PARADISE” with Ber ¢ ‘Lytel! n extra fine production also
Adm. :

- Saturday, January 7
L “wm Tns'rma BLOCK” with William 8, n’nrt, and

Sunday and Monday, January 8and 9
“'l’lIE LOVE SPECIAL” wﬁi ’Wn.llace Beld a slmmd proﬁmtlan ani

—Speoial Attraction

5 20 and 26¢.

Sunshdne comedy i

Public Sale 5
I will offer for sale at public auc-
tion begininng at one o’clock Satur-
day, January 7, 1922 at the Platt resi-
dence near the Catholic church, Ligo-
nier the followmg property: A State
Hot Storm heating stove, a three-bur-
ner oil stove, an 8-ft. round oak din-
ing table, library table, small kitchen
cabinet, Auburn roadster automobile,
organ in good condition, two rock-
ing chairs, six dining room chairs,
three kitchen chairs, Verice Morton
bedstead, springs and mattress, one
full sized iron bed, one half size iron
bed with springs and mattress for
both, two commeodes, sofa iron spring
cot, wash tubs and boilers, 15-gal jar,
fruit jars, two cider barrels, cook
ing utensils, dishes, few bed clothes,
I8 head chicken and other articles
not mentioned.
Terms—All sums under $5 cash all
over that amount a credit of 9 months
will be given with 7 per cent interest
from date.
J. 8. Musser
E. R. Kurtz, Auctioneer
Joe W. Smith, clerk.

|
|
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This Means You,

Mr. Merchant!

DID you know that
you and this paper

have an interest in com-
mon? Your success helps
the community as a whole
which in tumn is of benefit
to us.

‘When a merchant advet-
tises with us, he is invest-
ing his money, which is
retumed with interest.

Show Your Goods In the Windows
and Advertise Them In This Paper

 —

We Have Receivedf Large Shipments
)

Hard and Soft Coal

Chestnut No. 4 and Furnace sizes

‘eled 12-qt. pails at 98¢; 10-gt. at -

Satilrday Sj_\l_s

ONE DAY SALE

Tea Kettles, large all white, seam-
less bottoms, a wonderful bargain at

69"
89°
flos s

Blue and white seamless enam-

Blue and white seamless Berlin
ketﬂes, 8-quart at 98¢, 6-quart at &

Remember, thisisonly for next
Saturday, and will not be - =«
good before or after.

Hardware is declining. Watch
us for more offerings.

in hard coal. Best grades of | .
soft coal. - | ‘

Full line ‘of Building Material now. | )
se WEAVER
COMPTON & HOLDEMAN HARDWARE

Successors to , - *Telephone 134 .
HOLDEMAN & SON , | :
Straus Wool House. : Phone No.279
l £

}
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CLASS 2 Members paying 2 cents the
week, 4 cents the second week, and ‘increasing
2 cents éach week for fifty weks, will get....... $25.50

' CLASS 5A WMembers paying $2.50 the
week $2.45 the second week,; and decreasing 5 cents
each week for fifty weeks, will §ét

J ust hefore Christmas you w:ll recéive all the money you have saved with four per cent
mterest added 1f all paymentsare made regularly or m advance A

ﬁ CLASS 1. Members paying. 1 cent the first
week, 2 cents the second week, and increasing 1 cent
each week for fifty weeks Will 8t w..cocvcvureserrarnes $12.7%

» CLASS 1A, Members paying 50 cents the first
week, 49 cents the second week, and decreasing 1
cent each week for fifty weeks will get....p.... $12.75

first

CLASS 2 A Members paying $1.00 the first
week, 98 cents the second week, and decreasing 2
cents each week tor fifty weeks, will get....... $26.50

L CLASS 5. Members paying 5 cents the first
' week, 10 cents the second week, and increasing 5
cents each week for fifty weeks will get .......

$637d

¥’

first

............... . $63.75

We Invite You to?Join'One or More
Of The Following Classes of Our 1922

CHRISTMAS SAVINGS

CLUB

CLASS 10. Members paying 10 cents the first
week, 20 cents the second week, and increasing 10
cents each week for fifty weeks, will get ...... $127.50

CLASS 10A Members paying $5.00 the first

- week, $4.90 the second week and decreasing 10 cents

-

each week for fifty weeks, will get ... . $127.50 ¢

CLASS 10 Fixed. Members paying 10 cents a
week for fifty weeks, Will get .....icin ...55.00

CLASS 25 Fixed Members paying 25 cents a
week for fifty weeks will get .......... R — $12.50

CLASS 50 Fixed. Members paylng 50 cents 2
week for tltty weeks, Will St ..iivarivresrmrcenres 20400

CLASS 100 Fixed ,Members paying $1.000 a
week for fifty weeks, will get ... il BOOD0

CLASS 200 Fixed Members
week for fifty weeks will get ...

paying $2.00 a
e $100,00

GLASS 500 Fixed Members paying $5.00 a
week for fifty weeks will get .. iciinnivemnennn. $250.00

CLASS 1000, Members paying $10.00 a week
for tmy weeks will ‘get ... $500.00
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