deed was the inseparable concomi-
tant of guilt, and of any offence
in a moral right, her conscience
entirely acquitted her. She did
not appear there personally from
any feeling of presumption, but
from her inability to procure
counsel. That inability was 0¢
casioned by a debt due to her bro-
ther, which the phintiﬁ.' .rsfu.scd
to pay, and her own disinclina-
tion to encroach on the comforts
of a widowed parent.—She might
be indiscreet, but she was not
conscious of criminality. It was
the first time she had entered 2
court of justice, and no person
could entertain a deeper sense than
herseit of the excellence of that
gnlightened  system of jurispru-

dence which was established “in

¢his country. The prosecutor
would, however, derive his chief
advantage from her ignorance of
the law, for she could only take
the plain and simple ground of
denying the falsehood and malice
charged in the indictment, With
the permission of the court she
would now read a passage from
Ellenborough’s address tv the ju.
ry on the trial of William Cob-
bett.—(Here the Lady read an
extract from the reported speech
of the chief justice, touching the
license of discussing the character
and conduct of men in public of-
fice.) The main point on which
she rested her defence was, that
Mr. Gurney was a public officer,
and that she and every other
subject, were entitled to examine
his conduct in that capacity. She
was fully prepared to prove the
truth of every statement contain-
ed in the published letter.

Mr. Justice Burrough—That
¢he law of the land does not al-
low you to do.

The defendant proceeded, ex-
pressing a hope that she might at
Jeast be allowed to prove that the
publication in question Wwas no
libel. The jury she trusted,
would not beinduced by any legal
sophistry, to sanction a principle
equally adverse to religion and to
morals—that truth could be a libel.
It was the doctrine not of the law,
but of the abettors of tyranny,
ever vigilant to enslave mankind.
Vengeance, not  the vindication
of character, was the unworthy
and unmanly motive of the pro-
secutor. Had he been actuated
by a better fecling, he would
have brought his action, in which
asa lawyer he must have known,
+hat evidence might be produced
wilh regard toevery fact stated in
the publication. He had, howe-
ver, adopted the cowardly re-
source of indicting a female for
an act tending to a breach of peace,
he himself having, not Jong since,
been sentenced to six month’s im-

risonment in the court of King’s
Bcnch, for a positive breach of
the peace in horse-whipping the
Solicitor-General. The statement
which she had sent to the editor
of the West Briton referred
wholly to the official and public
conduct of the prosecutor; aud
with great submission to the
court, she apprehended that the
conduct of every person ina pub-
Jic station was open Lo public ex-
amination. This position, as she
had before stated, she had the au.
thority of Lord Ellenborough in

maintaining.

Mr. justice Burrough—Lord
Ellenborough never could talk
such nonsence or assert that a
man ina judicial office may be
charged with briberyand corrup-
tion by any person who thinks
proper to publish such a stac-
ment to the world. [am somy
to see you transgressing the hw
at every step, from a false notion
of moral right. Many gentlemen
at this Bar would have been hap-
py to assist you, and would, I am
sure, have advised a very differ-
ent sort of defence.

Miss Tucker continued, and
begged leave to read the clause of
the act of the 52d of George the
Third, by which the jury, in a
cause of libel, are empowered to
give a verdict on the whole mat-

‘ter and on the general issue of

guilty or not guilty.

Mr. Justice Burrough—This
act was never construed fo enable
a defendant upon an indictment,
to justify by proving the truth of
the libel.

Miss Tucker proceeded and re-
marked that the essence of the
indictment, consisted in the evil
tendency of the publication. This
tendency she was prepared to

show was good, and weuld zon- P

tend that resentment might ex-
ist without malice. The celebrat-
ed Mr. Locke had quoted an ex-
pression from St. Paul to this ef-
fect—<¢ Be ye angry, but sin not.”
If the law of libel really was what
she had heard it interpreted to be
a new system of ethics ought to
be prefixed to it No lawyer or
legislator could intend to punish
where there was no malicious mo-
tive or intentional provocation.
‘I'he falsehood and malignity were
all on the other side; and she hop-
ed no legal sophistry would in-
duce the jury toconvict her of an
offence where her object was me-
ritorious,

Mr. justice Burrough, in sum-
ming up, expressed his opinion,
that the matter was clearly libel-
lous. He read the libel and said,
that the jury couid not hesitate a
qoment in pronouncing it to be a
libe!, It attacked the character
of a person in ajudicial situation,
with the crime of bribery and cor-
ruption, and if those charges had
any foundation, there could be
no doubt that redress could have
been obtained in a proper manner.
The Jury would read over the li-
bel, and would give such a ver-
dict as they thought fit, but he
could not help again expressing
his decided opinion that the niat-
ter was clearly libelious.

The paper being handed to the
jury, they desired to retire, and
in about halt an hour returned a
verdict— not Guilty.

It is a little remarkable, that
the lady, who stated herseit niever
to have been in a court of justice
before, even a¢ a spectator, went
through the business without the
slightest hesitation, and even
without a blush. The effcct of
her address was apparent by her
acquittal, after a very strong
charge from the judge. Miss
Tucker appeared about 35 years
of age; she is in pusscssion of a
powerful piercing countenance,
though not pardcularly marked,
and 1s certainly not much over-
whelmed with her sexe’s softness.

The court was exceedingly crow-
ded, the whole of the trial excit-
ing a considerable degree of in.
terest.

From the Boston Daily Advertiser,
of Sept. 7.

MR. JOSEPH LANCASTER.

The trustees of the Albany Lan-
caster Scool society, on learning
the arrival of this gentleman in
our city, appointed a committee
of their body to wait on him, and
to desire the honor of a visit to
the school under there care. Mr.
Lancaster very readily complied
with this request ; and on Friday,
at 3 P. M. attended at the school
house, and was received by the

- trustees, who were there assem-

bled.

An address was presented to
Mr. Lancaster by the vice presi-
dent Simeon De Wit, Esq. (the
president being absent from the
city) in the following words:

Sir—The trustees of the Alba-
ny Lancaster Scool Society avail
themselves of your uncxpected
appearance in this quarter of the
world, toshew you a young, but
flourishing full blooming scion
from that tree which you have
lanted, which is rapidly spread-
ing its branches over every region,
and imparting its biessed fruit to
every naiion.

You, sir, have devised, ma-
tured, and brought into univer-
sal practice, a system of instruc-
tion, by which the knowledge of
Jetters, and the rudiments of
science, morality and religion can,
with comparitively little effort &
expense, be communicated to mil-
lions of juvenile minds, which
by the ordinary established means,
could not have become partakers
of such invaluable benelits.

Accept, sir, of this tribute of
respect, which is tendered to you
as one ot those rare bencfactors of
mankind, whose services merit
such pecuiiar public acknowledy-
ments as cannot be withheld with-
vut incurring a justly deserved
imputation of puulic ingratitude.

{ T'o which Mr. Lincaster made
the following repiy ]

To Simeon De Wit, vice presi-
dent, and the trustees of the
Albany Lancagter School Socie-
ty.

Gentlemen,

You have conferred upon me
a pleasure of the highest intellec-
tual nature; tor the favor of
which, I dgsire to present you
with the thanks of 2 mind de-
lighted and gratificd on seeing, in
your patriotic exertion this insti-
tution, another convincing proof
of that approaching happy day,
when knowledge shall ditfuse its
genial radiance over the human
race as extensively as the dew
drops which cover the carth, or
as the light which visits us from
the glorious luminary of heaven.

To be a stranger to the usetul-
ness which has resulted from a
sincere endeavor to serve the
cause of education, would be un-
natural and impossible.  The
happy effects which you have so
forcibly described, are too clearly
before my view to be unknown
or unnoticed by me. In this case
I hope my motive will not be
mistaken, if my heart responses
to your fecling address and ho-

pnorable Wc\C(‘an; for surely .|
benevolent friends, this i }',n‘
in which those that sow ¢}, J1da
and those that reap the }f ey
may rejoice together, i
__ Gentlemen—among the
cies wherewith it has pleased p,,
vidence to bless my ife, scc;
like the present have often h-:-
my experience.  However, | o
sensible that it is not in tl;e !
erof man to do more thap righ
ly occupy their time, and wig,
apply our talents, soas to answe
the end of our being; thy
may be ready, when calle
higher to peace and hppiy
without end and without alloy, ¢
enter the mansions of ctcrnafr‘vl
ry, where those who have [ov,
our Heavenly Father’s little on
here may join their loud hosp,
to that‘ glorious redeemer, w)
as their early and everly;
frlcpd is alone worthy of all ¢!
praise.

As an individual, simply ¢
deavoring to discharge my du
I claim no merit; sensible th
man, the creature of the pasig
day, has little wherein togly
or whereof to boast.—Yet |
cept your congratulations, fo
rejoice with you in the happy
enlightening results of a sysia
which it had pleased provide
to bless my labors in bringing
to public service. In the cou
of my exertions [ have viit
many “a youngand full bl
ing scion” trom the trez whic
planted. At a first visit I fou
it blooming; on my second, uo
single tree, as I expecied, butd
sets in numbers—a youny pian
tion, a forest of beauty. B
such increasing prosperity
yours! Just arrived in a
country where I had hardly t
to feel my feet, or know
friends, what a gratifying
honorable reception is this!
deeply feel it, and am happy
possessing that sensibility of mig
which justly appreciates the
probation of the wise and goo
which is stimulated to excrt
by countenances and kinduess
yours—endearing in the object
which it relates—and enhane
as it 1s, by the manncr ﬂf_ shd
ing and urbanity, which waI_II
live in my gratetul recoliection

Your country is onc o0 ¥
many bright prospects and
sings attend, May those 5
ties which education can yic
its stabihity, peace and happt
grow with its growth, ‘%_lfff‘gt
with its strength——excits
its boundaries, and add 19
meridian splendor, by b3l
the period when not one g
ant man shall be found in 2!
borders; when the sons of ¥
pation shall rise up as 0“""“:_?‘
around your tables, and G rl(
be the peace and knowleds?
ALL your children.

For vour zeal in th |
of education in this “”}"._'(:
my thanks and best “":',l
May the progress of k“”l
in your state, and the ¢
knowledge over the W
vance like the church I aﬁll
scripture—fair as the mortt’
clear as the sun—and f© . ’F.ﬁ'
er of ignorance, that Plt:;.
crime, terrible as anaray worl
ners.

the sttt




