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You have read in the
12th No. of the /. Republican my
address, giving you some  stric-
tures on a pigec written by a per-
son who styles himself ¢ Simon
Maggus.” In that address, I
made use of some words implica-
ting the Lditor of the Republcan,
which he appears to have constra-
ed as intended to stab bis moral
character : upon mature consider-
ation, | find his construction
of my piece, is one, that the
language therein ‘ll%(.'d,‘“'l“ bare ;
but [ do now declare that was
net my intention ; [ only intended
it to shew my disapprobation to a
piece which T conceived to be cal-
culated to sink the cause ofvital re-
Jigion, having a hope that it would
draw some apology from him for
having given currency to it:
however the matter between us,
as it relates to myself, is now set.
T.IC\I-

Altho’ these feuds between us
are thus accomodated, Istand im-
olicated in the eye of the public ;
therefore as a duty I owe to my-
scif I shall attempt to give you an
explanation of those things with
which I stand charged, which I
trust will give me complete relief
from the tarnish esexhibited.

In the first place I stand charg-
:d with acting incousistent with
my station. That ‘instead of spen-
divg my time and talents with
my flock, in the discharge of my
ministerial fanctions, behold Tam
asting severe reflections’ &c. In
answer to this, 1 will say, [ have
had the honor to be ranked a-
mong the ministers of the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church nearly 27
vears, and am cheerful to leave it
to their decision, yea, to the judg-
ment of all with whom I have la-
hored during that time, if [ have
been remiss in my duty as a min-
ister. Dy their judgment I am
willing to stand or fall. 1 will
turther state, from the view I had
and stifl have of Simon’s picce,
that bonesty, sincerity and religi-
on was degraded , I thought and
yet think it an important part of
mv ministerial duty to advocate
the suffering cause: hence I con-
clude I have not gone an bair’s
breadth out of my proper station.
“If I forget the O Jerusalem, let
my right hand forget her cun-
ning.’ Psalms 157—s5. This may
show what kind of sore place Si-
mon blundered against.

In the next place he charges me
(tho’ indirectly) with taking up
arms to fight against the rights of
rian in the American revolutiona-
ry war. Itis to be observed, that
when ever I have arose to detect
evil doers, this has been a cud that
they have chewed with much see-
ming delight. In order that they
may be deprived of some of their

leasure, and saved the trouble of
publishing it again, I will frankly
acknowledgeit. 1retrospect past
life, and with deep regret think
on the follies of childhood and

youth, though precipitated to ac-

ae example of a very re-
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wish to injure my character, have
to travel as long as the Israelitsin
the wilderness, even 40 years, to
procure something to suit their
purpose. Indeed I think it a par-
ticular hardship that [ must be de-
prived the liberty to advocate a
good cause, for no other reason
than I once when a child, attempt-
ed to support a bad one !

The chronology of our coun-
try shows us that the war was de-
clared against the U. States in the
year 1774 ; and from the register
my father kept of the births of
his children, I was born in the
year 1761 : so that at thedeclara-
tion of the war I was 13 years old;
the first battle was fought in the
year 75, when I was 14, and the
last in the year "8 1 when I was 20.
Let such as are disaffected with
me on that ground, place them-
selves only by fancy,in a similar
situation ; let them call to mind
the force of parental example; the
filial affection of a son who had e-
ver been taught to honor the
King ; who wa., wurrounded with
a circle of friendly neighbors,
school-mates & play-tellows; who
were roysed by a sense of duty
(from the prejudice of education)
to rally to the British standard :
then let them ask themselves if a-
mong them all, would have been
seen such a phenomenon as one of
them, turning his back upon
those tender connections, and re-
pairing to thestandard of the A-
mericans 7 1 doubt not but these
things will have their weight in
rhe minds of the judicious, and
that they will preponderate so far
in my favor, that I shall still occu.
py that grouvnd merited by the
conduct of

B. WHITSON.

NORFOLE, VA. MARCH 13.

The following petition, adures-
sed to the president of the Unit-
ed States, by fourteen Americans,
now confined in the Spanish pri-
sons at ot. Jago de Cuba, was
handed to us by a geotleman who
arrived here from that island a-
bout ten days since, with a re-
quest that we would publish and
transmit it to the president. Not
knowing the gentieman who was
the bearer of the letter, and hav-
ing no evidence of the authenti.
city of the document, induced us
to delay its publication until we
could satisfy ourselves on these
points. Having received such as-
surances touching its genuine
character as we required, and
having the statement verefied, by
a subsequent arrival from the
same quarter, we give it inser.
tion with pleasure, forwarding
the original as directed to the de-
partmeat of statc, where we
doubt not it will receive that at-
tention to which it is entitled.
To the president of the U, States,
Petition of fourteen Americans, now

confined in the prison of 8t. Fago
de Cuba.
Honored Sir,

We take the liberty to in-
form you of cur sad misfortunes,
confined in Cuba prison, at the
inhuman mercy of the cruel
Spaniards. Our first misfortunes

as follow : Our vesscls being
ses of privateer-

we were obliged to take pas-

(¥ " schaoner Margaretta,

Peter Anchor, commander, bound
to Jamaica. To our sorrow, af-
ter being on:our passage two days
the captain brought up his Car.
thagenian commission, and said
he was bound on a cruise. Find-
ing ourselves taken in this shame-
ful manner, we concerted with
each other to leave her the first
opportunity. Onthe 2d Septem-
ber we captured the schr. Sophia,
under Spanish colors, bound to
Jamaica, with cattle on board ; on
the third of the same month, cap-
tured a Spanish brig {rom the
coast, with 180 negroes on board
—the captain and owner ransom-
ed the brig, &c. for 1600 dollars;
we allowed the boat to take the
captain on shore at Cuba, under
a promise that he would return
with the money ; the unjust a-
greement of the Spaniards, in
place of the money, sent out a
king’s schooner of superior force,
and captured us; at the.time of
the capture four of the men got
clear in the boat. Honored sir,
now began the inhuman usage of
the cruel Spaniards—cut and man-
gled to pieces with cutlasses,
bound back to back till the blood
run from under our finger nails,
.we are at present in Cuba goal,

on the allowance of this savage

nation, on half a pint of rice
and beans, half cooked, for to
content the sons of Columbia for
24 hours, without cloathing, or
any shelter to hide our nakedness,
in irons strong, &c.—no friends
allowed to sec us.

Honored sir—~we the unhappy
petitioners do humbly beg for the
mercics of a free country, for
which we fought and valiantly
conquered our enemices.

John H. Buckley, Nantucket,
Denard l'ownsand, Norfolk,
Thomas Reed, New York.
Benjamin Brown, do.
Join Daviss, Newport.
Wiiiliam Handey, N. Carolina.,
George Wilson, New York.
James Morress, Boston.
Johr Bennett, Philadelphia.
John Jackson, do,
John Anderson, New ‘Orleans.
John Dunkin, New York.
John Charles, New.Orleans.
Francis Barber, do.
BONAPARTE’S ESCAPL!
NORFOLK, MARCH 16,
Bonaparte escaped from St. Helena!

Captain Smith, of the brig A-
Jonzo, (reported in our marine
list,) states, that it was rumoured
at Port au Plat, and generally be-
licved, that Bonaparte had made
his escape from St. Helena, in an
American vessel. A passenger in
the Alonzo, informs, that the
account was published in the
newspapers, printed at Jamaica
and Barbadoes, and stated that
he was brought off by an Ameri-
can frigate, which lad been per-
mitted to go into St. Helena, for
the purpose of getting a supply
of provisions and water, that the
frigate was attacked by an armed
English ship which she beat off,
and brought Bonaparte away sate,
concealed in a water cask.

The following paragraph copi-
ed from a London ministerial pa-
per, shows how apprehensive the
British are of a friendly under-
standing between Russia and the

sidering the quarter where itk

understand, has givea orders fi]
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United Siates. [he L n dape f
however, lay his paw op ol
“ The Prometheus, ap rlm
can sloop of war, of whic), .
notice has appeared in t)e l;
prints, has been upon a secrey ,
sion to the court of S, Py
burgh, and has returned ¢,
merica. It is somewhat .,
ous and suspicious that it
from Russm' without touchi,,
any part onitsreturnand | j
BEEN RUMOURED 1y
SOME CLANDESTINE ppi
POSE WAS IN VIEW,”
Detected Conspiracy ai v ey,
Liverpool, D, 2y

Letters from Bordeausy r1
21st inst. were received ju !
on Saturday. One is frop |
gentlerian there addressed 1o )
firm with which he is conrees
in Londen. It communicarei,
telligence, that a consideny
number of persons were appr
hended at Bordeaux during 1|
night of the zoth, by order
the government, on a charg |
being concerned in 2 conspiry)
to restore the Bonapartean dyn.
ty to the French throme.  The;
tention of the conspirators, i:
understood, was to declare 1
arch dutchess Maria Louisa »
gent of France during the mine
ity of herson. The attempi |,
excited the greater surprise, o

fi

been made, as Boidcaux has
ken the lead in its loyalty amop]
the cities of France. 7There u
other places in the south ¢
France in wiich fidelity to i
government is said to be questioc 8
able. |

The French government. w

]

the purchase of 40.000 barrels o}
flour in America, for the supp 8
of the city of Paris. i
Admiral Penrose has announ:
ed to the governor of Gibraltr,
that Tunis and Tripoli have givu
up, at his request in the nameo
the prince regent, every christis
captive they had, and that ther]
is not now a Christian slave inth§
barbary states.
Renecwwal of our treaty with Algicn
The following circular, is
litely handed, by a friend who »
rived in the brig Spartan yest
day.
U. States ship Washington.
Mabon, jan. 1st, 1817
| CIRCULAR. !
Sre—I am happy to infow
that a treaty of peace and amil/§
was concluded with the dey a0/}
regency of Algiers on the 25%)
ult. which in its principal teatuie:
is the same as the treaty of Juni)
1815. -
Our relations with the oth}
barbary powers remain a5 Vg
could wish them and the Amcig
can trade has nothing to appr®
hend from the cruizers of eitht
of those powers. )
Be pleased to communicate ' e
information to all the Amcri.&:’-
merchants and ship masters Wit i .“‘
in your district, 8
1 have the honor to be, ¢ir, ™
ry respectfully, your most 0%
dient servant. _
I. CHAUNCEY.
To Bernarp Henry, Esq.
Consul United States, Gibrais
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