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HONG KONG, July 20—A ma-
jor drought earlier this summer|
prevented the planting of a rice|
erop throughout large areas of
central, south and east China.

Meanwhile, recent floods are
ruining a good part of the crops
in some of China’s richest rice-
growing areas north of Nanking
and Shanghai.

These natural disasters add up
to a threat of another famine
such as the one that affected
millions of Chinese during the
past year,

Promise of renewed mass
starvation is bullding up despite
the Chinese Communists’ ener-
getic but sometimes poorly exe-
cuted “anti-fampine measures.”

Men who have watched previ-
ous disasters in China believe
that the consequences of another
famine this year would be even
more serious than they were last
winter and  spring — Chinese
farmers now lack even the slim
reserves and physical resistance
that enabled many to keep alive
then.

Disaster Unnsticed

The fact that this summer's
major crop disasters went un-
noticed in the world press sug-
gests the difficulties of rcpomng
on Communist China. However,
a detailed examination’ of weath-
er and crop reports from many
areas of China Indfeates grim
prospects,

It is not possible to learn now
how they will affect the over-

’ all political and military policies
of the Peking government.

The drought was first feit
throughout large areas of the
mainland in May. In June when
the farmers shouid have been|
transplanting rice seedlings onto
their fields reports of trouble he<

- gan to appear. In one section|
E of the central China Province
g Hupe the lack of water prevente
§ transplanting of rice on mo
£ than 300,000 acres, according t
Communist admission. |
In large sections of Anhwel|
Province the drought pnvsnted{
the planting of rice on 20 per|
cent of the fields. In Ki l
Province 40 out of 65 villages In
one community were unable (o
plant rice because the rains dld
not come.
Similar conditions are reported
from extensive areas of Kiangst,|
conan, Chekiang, Hunan, Shan-|
tang and the new north ccntnl'
province of Pingyuan. !
3 Light Showers In June i
¥ Late in’ June light showers fell |
in central China and farmers
y with official Communist encour-
] agement rushed the planting of
] some late rice, plus dry land crops

perpemoncesn

new officials ordered cnumncy
measures ineluding the digging
of' ditches and wells. But they|
were unable to make the all-im-|
portant rain,

Within the last 10 days heavy
showers have flooded the Hual|
River valley which lies north of |
the Yangtze River. According to!
Communist reports floods on this|
river which formed the old south- |
ern course of the Yellow River|
partly or entirely Inundated|
roughly 2 million acres. I
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Zoning for Drug Store, |
Supermarket Asked 1

A petition which asks permis- |
sion Yo construet supermarket
and retail drug store buildings at
the intersection of Churchman
Ave, and Raymond 8t. was on file
with the City Zoning Board to-
day.

Estimated cost of the struc-
tures proposed in the petition
filed by Teamon D, Halcomb, 959
Cameron St., is $85,000. Parking
space for 103 cars is planned.
Public hearings on the request|
will be arhoduled by the hoard.‘
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....RIGHT IN THE FACE OF EVER RISING PRICES
THE STAR STORE OFFERS YOU MANY ITEMS AT

SMASHING REDUCTIONS
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COME ONE ... COME ALL

eaeenes = (IDON't Miss This Big Savings Opportunity! REMEMBER: You Not Only Save
On These Gigantic Purchases But Also On Our Own High Quality Merchandise

EVERY SALE-ITEM LOWEST PRICED IN YEARS

® Corsets Children’s Coats e Men's Suits  ® Men'sFurnishings® Boys’ Suits o Piece Goods

» Sweaters Children’s Dressese Men's Coats = Men's Hats, Shoese Boys' Coats ® Draperies

® Lingerie Infants” Wear Men's Slacks @ Men's Underweare Boys' Furnishingse Beddings
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MANY ITEMS ARE OF LIMITED QUANTITIES
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