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‘Dollar Crisis’ Confront

- Educators Battle Dwindling Gap
Between Income and Cosfs

A By VICTOR PETERSON
How' are Hoosler colleges and universities, their swollen

enrollments under
levelling-off period?

the GI bill diminishing, adjusting to the
Times Writer Victor Peterson describes

their situation in several articles. This is the first.

LARGE and small, private and state supported, Indiana
colleges and universities today smart from a finan-

gial pinch.

Dollarwise there is a crisis which keeps administra-
tors humping to stay even with the budget. It is an
around-the-clock job and one which taxes every effort

of educational leaders.

From the sandy hills of northern Indiana to the lush
river valleys of the south and from the Ohio to the Illinois

line, the story is the same.

Hoosier colleges and universities either are operating
at a deficit or are “cutting the coat to fit the cloth.”
Neither way are the institutions of higher learning able
to offer services they feel entirely desirable.

It is a paradox to the business world. Business is
booming. The post-war years have brought the greatest

influx of students in academic history. Even this year, .

with the flow of veteran enrollment dribbling out, most
schools are “enjoying” near record attendance figures.
‘That in jtself represents a portion. of the cause of

the crisis.
flowing in tuition. The sit-
uation, however, can be
likened to the anxious hus-
band presented not with one

child but perhaps twins or
triplets.
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PAPA MAY assure-himself
the unit cost is going down, but
he will find 1t difficult to regard
the over-all cost as money sav-
ing.’ Unless the boss responds
with a generous raise or invest-
ments pay off handsomely, the
proud father will feel his family
in his billfold.

And that is partially what is
happening educationwise. Eyery
college with an endowment
makes up the difference be-
tween tuition the student pays
and what it actually costs to
educate the individual. In some
instances the institution bears
the greater part of the expense.
It will average cut however,
that tuition covers about 65
to 70 per cent of the cost.

If, for example; a college has
4 six million dollar endowment
and a student body of 1200,
the endowment per student is

Run enrollment to 2000
without increase in endowment
and the per capita fund drops
to $3000,

Meanwhile, schools are re-
ceiving more money than any

.
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More money than in any prewar dream is

time in history, but this does
not answer the crying need for
funds. Most of this money is
not going into endowments but
into current expenses. It forms
the life blood of many -insti-
tutions as they fight to keep
their heads above the financial
whirlpool.

There still are large dona-
tions being made, but they do
not stretch as in pre-war years
due to inflation. In most cases,
the increased endowment has
not begun to offset the increase
in student body.
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A FURTHER complicating
factor is the loss of endowment
income as interest rates have
fallen from five and six per cent
to little better than three.
income generally is restricted
in use and cannot be used for
faculty salaries and other types
of general operating expenses.

Today, then, Indiana institu-
tions of higher learning are
beating the bushes for money.
Every sthool has an intensive
campaign Wwith most of them
aiming to broaden the base of
contributors, Of great impor-
tance is the tapping of corpora-
tions who can bleed off some of
their taxable profits through
collegiate gifts.

And all this is needed for the
rising tide of costs that has
virtually doubled noneduca-

Cagles Mill Reservoir . .

Federal Flood Control Project
Will Cover Area With Water

By VICTOR PETERSON, Times Staft Writer
CAGLES MILL DAM, Oct. 1—Acrid wood smoke
swirled from the open-top furnaces of the sorghum mill
and Elmer Knoll wiped his eyes.
Fall's flame-painted leaves skittered along the ground
as he stirred the bubbling brown batch. At times he

stopped, reached cautiously into the boiling sorghum to

regcue a wayward leaf.

This is the last year the
sticky sirup will foam in
the Knoll vats. Deliberately Mr.
Knoll turned, spat and looked
over the sun-specked ridge
backing the mill.

“The dam will ruin me. It's
getting my good land. You
can’'t raise sorghum on these
limestone knobs,” he said posi-
tively.

Mr. Knoll is but one whose
ground will be flooded with the

« completion of the Cagles Mill
Reservoir seven miles west of
Cloverdale. - Owen and t-
nam County property owneérs
are resigned to the federal flood
control project damming Mill
Creek, a tributary of Eel River
which is part of the Ohio River
drainage basin. ‘Those who did
not accept government price
offers have found their land
Snatched by condemnation.

And like the Knolls, they
don't like it. They never want-
ed to be separated from their
soil. In many cases it had
been ‘worked by fathers and
grandfathers back 100 years.

- But. technological

advances-

doomed any thought of passing
title to following gemerations.
If -sell they must, they demand
what they call a fair price.
THE 30 to 35 land owners,
living in the future lake bot-
tom, are convinced they have
not been offered a fair price:
Thirteen have engaged the
legal services of Hickam &
Hickam in Spencer while 14

more are clients of William T.”

O’Neal, also of the Owen
County seat. Others have
sought individual counsel.
Some, such as Albert Her-
bert, were not offered the ap-
praised value of the land. He
turned down a bid $70 under
the appraised price and spear-
headed the banding of the
Hickam & Hickam ciients.
“The government's taking
my 37 best acres. That's where
we get our living,” the 67-year-
old farmer said. He sat in his
front yard ox a mill stone
which his wife's great grand-
father had fashioned from the
stone underlying the farm.
“What's left isn’t worth fool-
ing with. We'll have our house

Thisy
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tional operating expenditures,
salaries are up 70 to 100 per
cent, research and educational
projects have been stymied for
lack of funds and needed con-
struction goes wanting.

Except in rare instances, the
private schools hope to. meet
their problems alone. They want
no federal aid for they fear it
is a threat to their integrity
and independence. They do not
look for sinister motives on the
part “of the national govern-
ment, but they believe federal
control would be a logical out-
come of any distribution of fed-
eral funds.
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IT HAS BEEN generally as-
sumed that the private eol-
leges and universities are the
only ones waging an uphill
financial battle. Presidents of
both Purdue and Indiana uni-
versities, however, disclaim
such talk and point out that a
state supported school's needs

dictates of a legis-
ch  provides funds

y in agreement. with the
states’ taxpayers. State budg-
ets always gre slow to catch
up with the exigencies of the
time.

Methods for meeting and
beating the campus dollar cri-
sis ape as varied as the num-
ber of institutions involved.

e

Temporary buildings

‘While one will look longingly
at private business, another
will lay the cards og the table
before the alumni. There are
those who feel time alone will
solve their woes and those who
believe the state government
should share the financial bur-
den with all accredite¢ schools.

2 Ivan Parrish . . .
and barns, but I don't know
how I'll make a go of it. This
will even shut down my sorg-
hum mill. You cant raise stalk
except in these bottomlands,”
he said. >

The fires in the Knoll sorg-
hum mill also will smoulder out
for the fertile low acres are
gone. With them go some 35
more acres, cutting the farm in
half and leaving the Knolls on’
a rocky knoll,

«

ieft with a lime

“We were offered the ap-
praised price, but the land is
worth lots more to us. The con-
demnation leaves me 21 tillable
acres. What's left will be hard
to sell and won't attract the
price I could have. gotten for
the farm intact,” he said.

_ “If we stay, I'll have to alter
my whole method 'of farminhg.i
It means shifting’' to poultry
and berries, giving up stock l!:dl

.

LIl

e T RS

None of them wants to raise
the cost to the student. They
feel the top limit on increased
expenditures has been reached,
the traffic will bear no more.
Any further bo osts. would
make collegiate education
available to the rich only.

No president denies that the

s”MiII Farmers Prepare TQ Leave T
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Elmer Knoll . .

grain, the mill and making ma-
ple syrup.”
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AND RIGHT in the heart of
the project lives Ivan Parrish
and his wife. They had 116
acres. The forced sale will leave
them six,

“We had as good land as any.
There it lays on both sides of
Mill Creek.” Mr, Parrish said
pointing with a sweep of his

hud."Now what have we got

__The Indianapolis Times
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s Colleges As Enroliments Rise

ns double exp

struggle for survival will be
bitter, but none anticipates
they will be forced to the wall
to die.

With determination, they
say:

“It's hard to kill a college

TOMORROW: Indiana’s
small colleges.
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his land.
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. the last season for sorghum ma&ing

—six acres sitting on a lime-
stone knob with not enough top
soil to raise an eyebrow.

“The offer started at $7500
and we turped it down. It's up
now to,$9680. We still feel it is
worth more, but I reckon we'll
settle where the government
wants to settle.

“It's a doubl because
we. hate to mov rs is the
oldest house 1 Jackson Town-

ship— 108 years old. But we're
not leaving it behind. Wher-
ever we go, it goes with us,”
Mr. Parrish said.

Not everyone, however, is
unhappy. Many are pleased
with .the coming of another
lake to Indiana. They also
were offered and accepted bids
beyond their expectations.

Typleal is Mrs. Bertha Mit-
cheil ‘who signed over her

”he_ir I;I‘,omes And Land
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. Bertha Mitchell . . . happy with government offer.

house and six acres for $3000.
Not so many years ago sha
bought the home and 13 acres
for $425. Later she sold seven
acres for $350 and road rights
for $396.

“I think I got a very fair
deal” Mrs. Mitchell sald cross-
ing her arms with an air of
contentment. “There’s only one
thing bothering me. I haven't
got any of the money yet and
I did want to move before the
cold set ir.”

And so, as each family in the
Cagles Mill drama slowly fashe
fons their - pattern of life,
work on the giant dam moves
ahead of schedule,
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THE completion date for the
gigantic earthenwork wall still
is more than two years away.
When the sluggish water of
Mill Creek finally backs up, it
will- press against a dam 900
feet long and 150 feet high,
Breasting the barrier will be an
eight-mile long octupus-like lake
with & 35-mile shoreline. It will
average 25 feet in depth and
shoulder Cataract Falls. :

Federal engineers anticipats
the water will begin backing
around the first of the year
when a coffer dam is built.
This will block the stream so
preparatory steps can be taken
in constructing the major dam.
Consequently, valley inhabi-
tants have until Jan. 1 to va~
cate their holdings.

Right now they are taking
in" their last crops, fattening'
their last stock -and bo
their last sorghum on the
which some families have held
more than 100 years.. .




