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On_Gl Rights
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WASHINGTON, Mar, 31—Con-
gress 1s wrestling with the prob-
lem of how far the government
should go in providing medical
peangr care to veterans for aliments not
e v & related to their military service.
{vivas The problem is before the Sen-
ate Labor and Public Welfare
Committee.
members have been hearing com-
plaints from towns and cities af-
fected by the recent cutback in
the veterans’' hospital construc-
tion program.

Because Congress had author-
ized more hogpitals than the Vet-

24 hospitals still in the blueprint
stage were eliminated and 14
others reduced in size.

Each city’'s delegation tells the
same story. It wants its own hos-

doctors and nurses can be found
to staff it.
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free medical care to all sick vet
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For several days

erans Administration could staff,

pital constructed according to the
original plan. It is sure enough

Carefully skirted by some of the
participants is the core of the
problem. This, according to the
Veterans Administration, is the nﬂl cl’ackﬂn
question of what is the proper
limit to the government's Gbtfga-

Officials of veterans' organiza-
tions, who are working with the
local delegations, take the posi-
tion that the government owes

They brush aside the distinction
between service-connected and

Congress has never sald flatly
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