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If | Had Life To Live Over I'd Have A

Tm"':"i"';"‘v"’MMnm ﬂhl:hed,"mlwlkmm But I'd still have

he got $40,000 for & 13-week vaudeville tour and spent p
‘w,ooo«lthomp. : .

He recalls the time he dropped a pillowcase full of

water out of 8 hotel window on “Lefty” O'Doul's head.

“Why, I might have broken his neck,” said Babe, “because
had no ides how heavy that thing was.”
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-$-Babe Ruth

I'm getting better, ' And I still can laugh at some of the

Million
m&*&mmmmhﬁ&m;m,m
not a cent in cash did I get.” things we used to do. g
The Sultan of Swat talks sbout Rupper with a « = s - :
tender overtone in his hoarse voice. “The year I got “WORKING IN THIS LEGION ball keeps me active
$80,000, I asked for $100,000,” said Ruth. ‘T'da got it, becaunrms::;ngkid-moctoftbom,udthqhq
too, if I'd held out long enough. But he was a good guy Yyou on your foes.”
—and I liked to hit. By the way, I've lost my original People in hotel dining rooms actually clap when Ruth
copy of that $80,000 contract. I guess I can get another comes in. At every ball park down here he has been given

s = » s &
BECAUSE RUTH LIKED to spend freely, he usually
was short of cash and the late Jake Ruppert, who brought
Ruth to the Yankees, used that knowledge to good ad-
vantage. Babe still snickers at how Ruppert out-foxed
him the time he signed his five-year contract for $52,000

He hasn’t forgotten the day right here, in the same a2 season. Babe was in Hot Springs, Ark., at the time. from the Yanks. Just something to » an ovation. Somebody whips out a piece of paper or a
,‘,"nmmmmhm.mum.mzm and Ruppert sent Col. Huston, his partner, there.to con- . 2 = -‘.h:p- baseball for an autograph and out comes the Ruth foun-
Wmn(onmﬂy)mhltthﬂim “John Me- tact the home-run king. Babe demanded $75,000 for RUTH THOUGHT HE should have been named man-  tain pen—the same one he had when he broke in with the
Graw was takin’ 8 little nap on the bench,” grunted Ruth, two years. ager of the Yanks when Miller Huggins died. He still Yanks. It cost him $5 and he's had to have a second point

wput 1 sure woke him up with that one.”

thinks so. But now it's just a casual remark with little
Babe minds the year (1921) when he hit 50 homers.

bitterness in the memory.
“T asked for it,” he said, “but Ed Barrow wouldn't
agree. He said something about he didn’t want a play-

Ruppert offered $50,000. Ruth woudn't agree for a
while but he was running short of money and finally he
told Huston, “Tell Jake I'll take $50,000 for five years
but I get a $10,000 bonus for signing.” Back came the

put on it, but he’s signed a “million balls with it.”

The other Sunday he was kneeling at mass when
he felt a tap on the shoulder and looked around into the
wistful face of a lady in the pew behind. “I just wanted

gonna = report from Ruppert that there would be no bonus. ing manager, but he and I didn’t get along too well those to tell you, Mr. Ruth, that I pray for you every day,” she
<Al these things and more, Ruth thought about over Finally Ruth talked Ruppert into flipping a coin for  days. said, and smiled happily.
his breakfast of figs and boiled eggs. And if he had his the bonus—heads Babe got the 10 grand, tails he didn't. “The offered me the Newark team (a Yankee farm) He nudged the guy alongside and whispered, “how

abdut that? Lookin' out for me.”

(Copyright, 1948, by The Indianapolis Times and The Chicage Daily News)

Beazley Due.
For Hurling
Duty Soon

Shows Promise of

The coin came down heads. Ruth had won. . « but I didn't want it and I'm just as well satisfied now.
But had he? “You know what that guy did?” said Things have turned out all right. I'm happy ahd I feel

Tribe Tames
Dixie Champs
For 6th Win

Hutchings Credited
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