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~ " control prices. .

~ to defeat inflation by crying for the government to control

. willingness to forego temporary present gains in order to
\ achieve permanent future

-~~~ fThere s othing new or startling-in-this piece-of news.
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Give Light ﬂllﬂc Poople Will Find Thewr Own” Way

§ o oy

: NEW year statements by Secretary of Labor Schwellen-
bach, President Green of the AFL and President Mur-
* ray of .the CIO agree that inflation is the most pressing
national problem. e
" All urge Congress to give President Truman power to

None, however, mentions power to control wages.

Mr. Truman has asked for both powers. His mesage- :

to the recent special session said: “If the government
imposes price ceilings covering a specific area of production,
it should in all fairness have the authority, in that same
area, to prevent wage increases which will make it impos-
sible to maintain the price ceilings.” . 2
 In other words, the two powers must go together, be-
" chuse one without the other would be unfair and couldn’t
work. Experience has given this country plenty of reason
to know how right Mr. Truman is about that.

- Secretary Schwellenbach says *the-best solution” to
inflation would be emergency authority for the President
“to exert controls where prices continue to rise and goods
remain scarce and in short supply despite every effort to
increase their production.”

- But attempting to hold prices down, while leaving wage
costs free to rise, would be no solution. It would, inevitably,
- discourage efforts to increase production.

L . » . L . 5
NO INDIVIDUAL or group, in our opinion,-is- helping

somebody else. /

We are inclined to believe that only one form of control
can stop inflation without grave risk of disastrous deflation.
That is self-control—by business and industry, by labor,
by agriculture, by consumers. One big corporation, General
Electrie, has just set a good example by voluntarily reduc-
ing the prices of many of its products, 5

It is true that other big corporations, a year ago,
tried to set similar good examples, and could not maintain
their lower prices in the face of rising costs. ‘

But the whole country is now far more aware of the
‘inflationary danger. There ought to be more widespread

advantages.

““And certainly labor’s leaders know that government

price controls would have to be coupled with wage controls,

‘or prove a failure, .
\ Instead of demanding that government undertake the’
: ‘ 303 ofering

A Private Affair

A NEWS story the other day predicted that President
Truman would let the Republicans choose their presi-
dential candidate before picking his running mate on the
Democratie ticket. . The stery might have added that Mr.
Truman would also wait until the chosen Republican select-
ed his running mate, with the help of political advisers,

It is &mmed with a traditional rite of American politics

~-that-is. performed. every four years. The participants |
change, but the ritual remains unaltered. . 3

- The naming of a candidate for vice president climaxes

“this rite, but it gets scant attention at the time It ig hur-""

ried through as an anti-climax to the usually exciting busi-
ness of selecting-the top man on the ticket. Not only do the

“people hiave niothing to say about this choice; even the con="{

vention delegates are virtually voiceless in the matter.
This does not mean that capable men have not been
chosen by this method. - It does not-mean that they are.
incapable of being elected ‘in their own right. Theodore
Roosevelt managed to be, and so did Calvin Coolidge.: Mr,
Truman may make it three. But however able an elected
s al‘-‘.”iid“&%W»;mM- me@lﬂl&ﬁn‘ ',hi'm
is a contradiction of democratic government .
> Of the 26 men who have been chosen President by pop-
ular election, seven have died in office. - One would think
that this is a high enough percentage to persuade politicians
that their candidate is- mortal. -Yet the possible occupant of |

the White House is chosen privately by a ‘small ‘group, or |

sometimes by an individual, And, as a rule, the reasons for |
the choice hgve little to do with presidential qualifications. |

" = L R I

THE CHOICE for vice president must not come from
the same section of the country as the party choice for |
President. If he comes from the same general neighbor-
hood as the opposition's presidential candidate, that is |
supposed to be so much the better, -1t is all right for him |
to be wealthy, if he didn't get his wealth in a politically em-
barrassing manner. He is supposed to be well liked in his !
home state, and to wield some political influence. Usually |
a governor, a Congressman or a successful businessman will
fill the bill. - ‘ 5 ;

All this reasoning may be sound, but it seems to be
directed at state political organizations rather thiin at the
voters, For the voter must take the politicians’ choice for |
vice president. And we feel confident in saying that the |
number of votes-influenced one way. or the other by this
second-place choice is considerably smaller than.the number
of votes the Prohibition Party’s candidate for President will
_poll next Nevember.

; Such indifference makes it seem that the voters are as
much-to:blame as the politicians in this matter:—But, under
the circumstances, the lack of interest can be understood.
They are offered a candidate for a high-ssundifig fob-where |
routine duties could be filled by.any intelligent government |
clerk with a knowledge .of parliamentary’ procedure. -The |

- fact that this candidate might some’ day be President is |

" carefully soft-pedaled by both parties. 1

A
It has heen suggested that there should be prefer-|
1 ™ ential primaries in all states once in four years which presi- | |

«dential hopefuls would have to éntef. The idea is worth
sidering.| And it would be even better if the second-place
were reéquired to do-the same. The results might

different, but at least.the ideal of popular gov- - T

'_ bomon o(a__ml_ity. : -
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TROUBLES

A traveler on*the plains sometimes mistakes &
prairie chicken for a turkey, His- sight deceives
him because there is nothing at hand with which
he is famiHar, whereby he may make compari-
son and judge of size. It is that way with your
troubles. Pick out one and keep your mind riveted .
on_the thing; it will overshadow and engulf the

universe. Set it out where it. belongs and judge

it by others’ sorrows; it quickly assumes
size and relative importance, -
: . @
THE SEANCE
The lights grew dim and flickered out;
A moonbeam through the window shiéd,
‘Wavered there a bit—faded out~ - y
. As it by witchery applied,
A cold but noiseless wind blew high
The lacy curtains ‘bove my head;

1 shivered—quaked—to think that I
Might hold communion with the dead.

—.An-jey. form fared forth,through space—

its proper
=VEE.

The. wind had gorfe—the phantom came. |

{"And passed its lips across my cheek,
Whispering ‘out an old familiar name;

A name that I had long forgot,
Living in the record of the past,
“"And as if by evil wrought 4
The appsrition vanished fast.
Trumpets raised, circled. ‘round the room;
My hair went high .and higher still,
Catching & voice from out the tomb—
Ghastly and sad—then all was still.

‘Old Israfel was ushered in and
Made to play his instrument—
““'The trumpets lowered led in—
PFinding their tables in content.
L'ENVOIL
Years have passed, yet I still assume,
. That I can feel that icy lip and hand,

~DR. H. LATELLE GREGORY.

® & ¢ e
MY BROWNIE DOG AND 1
He often went out hunting .
In field and wood near by,
- Sometimes we'd trek together.
, My Brownie Dog and 1. *
His coat was.brown and glossy
'He had a trustful eye,
We romped and played together
My Brownie dog and 1.

® ¢ o
LIGHT AGAIN
Black Hate put shrouds on many:things,
Such shrouds as hide the lup:

Whose loyalty'is ultimate
Should jeopardy arise,

To strike, to victimize myself
With some ignoble Fate, -

Oh! Heart of hearts,
8o tolerant, so kind, -
Mine to thine hath grown & part;
Nor other my I find, 3
To know, to understand myself,
*Cept, *tis my Lover's heart.
«DR. H. LA TELLE GREGORY,
B W W i PRV

FOSTER'S FOLLIES
{“New - York—Post-Christmas _25-Inch Snow
Cripples City and East’) .

Songs of much white Christmas dreaming

—Muist -have-cast some. sort of spell:

Whirling snowflakes, winds a-screaming,
Brought a storm that rang the ‘bell.

Though. &_day behind the singing; -
Many -people in -the East,

PFeel the dream that came a-winging,
Was s mild nightmare at least!

P

OUR TOWN . ..

WITH ME duty comes before anything else; And
_right now there’s a bit of ancient -Irvington lore
that needs immediate attention. It concerns three
policemen and a fire dog. i ¢ ;
Fifty years ago, Rags was the smartest fire dog
in Indianapolis and as much &
fixture of the Irvington engine
house as its bell tower. More~
over, she was the pet of the East
End which was all the more
remarkable when one considers
that Rags didn't have a pedigree
to wag about. Indeed, it's prob-
ably the only time in the history °
of Irvington -that people out
there made a fuss over anybody who didn't have &
family tree. 2 :
Nor did Rags have anything in the way of looks,
Curled up under the hose wagon, she might easily

; Lhnvo been mistaken for a wornqut mat. That’s all
& * 2

Ahe bizger

o A Lt
Took Fancy to Policemen, Too
FOR SOME reason, Rags had a predilection for

few years of her stay at the engine house, she held
her emotions in-check—on a leash, as it were—and
corifined her attentions to firemen. As time went
on, however, she enlarged the field of her activities
and began flirting with policemen, too.. :
.~ 'The first to be favored was Patrolman Cox, who
had the day beat in Irvington. When he took over
the night run, Rags transferred her sllegiance.to
Patrolman Sullivan. It was one of the sights of
Indianapolis at the time to see Rags and Sullivan
together. . There never was anything prettier around
here. Daily the two Went on their walk until finally
the dog knew the beat as wéll as the policeman.
When Mr. Sullivan grew tired of his job and

Tesigned;” a-new-policeman

His name was John M. Hett, a stranger to Irving-
ton's labyrinthine system of lanes and undulating
“avenues.” & - : =

“what €T golng ‘to do" ot Tere” Hett dsked
the men at the.engine house. Then in a voice
cracking with emotion, he gave way to his inner

blue clothes and brass buttons, .-During the first -

-was-put-on-the-day-rum:—

By Anton Sch;w ‘

A ‘Police Dog’ Walks a Beat

feelings: “This crooked town has me all tangled
already. Why, this very morning ‘I started out
get here and found myself

Rags was [ying under. the
she were oblivious to everything
her at the time. Soon as she caught
the policeman's lament, however, .

st

An Apt Teacher . ... and Pupil

RAGS RAN up the street a block, turned off,
zig-zagged a couple of blocks farther, and waited.
And when Patrolman Hett caught up, he dis-
covered the dog lying in the grass right under the
first call box of his beat.

“Pretty smart dog,” reflected Mr, Hett and turned

the ‘box shut' when

et “h 3’ £ her lying” ynder' the ne:t call’
box. And so on clear around thé beat which at that
time included most of the territory south of Wash-
ington 8t. - ; : :
A “act as a guide for the next
two days, ‘never missing a single.call box. On the
fourth day, however, Patrolman Hett had the sur-
prise of his life, On that day Rags didn't run out.
in _front, Quite the contrary. This time she fol-
lowed him, closely at his heels.  She had it figured
out that by this time the policeman ought to know
the location of all the call boxes on his beat with-
out any help from her. Rags was tickled pink when
Patrolman Hett turned in a perfect score.

Which leaves me only to add that 10 years later

. Patrolman Hett was made.a police sergeant—largely

b of his splendid record: in Irvington. At
any rate, that's the general notion the East Enders
transmitted to posterity at the time.

-~ Well;-a8 I~ said- in—the - beginning, -duty ~comes

before anything else with me. Today I want to
take history to task for its slovenly way of ac-

counting for . Mr. Hett's rapid advancement. TO
“tell the truth, 1t” wils & mongrel "dog and not “alto-

gether Mr. Hett's inherent qualities that turned
him into a police sergeant so quickly,

as 58

€an be even more disastrous to the nation's econ-
readers of The Times his ideas on how e coming
deflation could be handled without too much
distress to the public. .

ONE: Have laws with teeth in them
by government, ready to go into

should be equalized in the
reached, not a pre-war lev

H
H

g
it

:

o
i

i
3
o

§ ;
BE sgcqfppichzidl
T HHIH

Bgaa 4
B

: e e
‘Thanks For Helping Children’

By Henry M. Graham, Family m‘m.
As staff members of a community-financed so-

time was remembered,

funds contributed to newspapers include many of
the same who are aided by public and private’
social -agencies throughout the years because of
limitation“in public relief funds and Community
Fund allotments. Budgets for families as planned
by social agencies include only the barest neces-
| sities of life, leaving. those without a private ine
come for any length of time no surplus for Christ=
" mas spending.

|1t is for this reason that social agencies welcome %

the community's spirit of giving, promoted by
newspaper publicity, which makes it possible for
" needy_children of the city to_be clothed, fed, and
remembered with toys at Christmas. With the ad-
dition of this special aid at Christmas time not
only are children made happy, but many parents

of failure are able to take increased hope and
encouragement for-the future.. ..

. We believe that it is only as more and more of -
" work together on' Fuch eaterprises as our COMe
munity Christmas that we will build &

strong and safe.city for all inhabitants.

I WASHINGTON-. . . By Peter Edson

Menu for Congress:

WASHINGTON, Jan, 2—As {f the 1048 Congress wouldn’t -have |

enough to do in fixing up the Marshall Plan by
mess of 1947 leftovers will have to _be handled.
last Congress didn't settle are more numerous than

Side Glances—By Galbraith

April 1,-a whole
Issues which the
those they did.

At the end of the last regular
majority party had done. A few

the same thing.
must_have had

Halleck—The Republican Party has delivered.

Suflivan—The Republican Party has delivered-—to big business. |
Halleck —We have demonstrated that ours is a united party with

a sound, forward-looking program.
Sullivan—It has demongtrated

sound-asleep, rearward-looking program.
Halleck—The era of'a rubber-stamp,

ended.

ed. .
Halleck—This is a Congress that considers economy to be a virtue.
Sullivan—This is a Congress which considers fake economy to be

a political virtue,

Name-Calling ‘Gets First Priority
THERE WERE a lot more of these deadly
noticed at the time. They"

and bad-name-calling.

some sort ‘Probably head the list.

final word on this subject is extremely doubtful.

Many ecobomies claimed by the Republicans will have ‘to-be_re- |
One=-for Interfor’s Reclamation
| projects—has already beeh hiked by $32.million in response to pres- |

vised by deficiency appropriations,

sure from westérn Republicans and Democrats.

House Rep

he |
Leéader Charlie Halleck of Indiana put out & big brag on all t
days later ‘Executive Director Gael.

| ‘Bullivan of the Democratic National Committee put ont‘ his version of
Nobody caught it then, but Sullivan's ghost writer
a bit of pixie in him, for when the two statements

are compared line by line today, things like these pop up:

that lt‘ is & united party, with &/

spendthrift Congress has

Stillivan—The ‘era of ‘a statesmanlike, public-spirited Congress has

parallels that weren't
worth citing now, however, as an indi-
cation 0f what to expect out of the next Congress—a lot of bickering
It will get worse as election ‘gets closer.

l e The sad fact 15 that a lot of things which the last Congress did will
have to Be done over. Rent controls, price and allocation contrels-of
] Any idea that the so-called anti-
inflation bill passed in the December . special- session represents the

is before the Senate.

L] v e SRR I 1 52

[ "We'll have to ‘take his' radio away from him—he
oo - .- symptoms at school time!"
collection of poll taxes, as a voting requirement in federal elections,

Move

. That

FOREIGN AFFAIRS . ... By William Philip Simms J

for a Second

“Canal-Gains-Strength

WASHINGTON, Jan. 2-~When the Panamanian Republic’ turned
""“, the United States request for a 20-year lease on air bases from
whilch to defend the canal, it started something that may not be

Nicaragua

which the nati

thing is a new move for a’second canal across

Experience already has shown that the existing canal is
to accommodate modern warships—especially

1 def;

the great carriers upon
Existing vessels literally

as any others.

bases.

80 largely dep

scrape the sides of the locks. ‘

This fact has given rise to plans for building a new set of locks
at either end of the canal or converting it into s sea-léevel canal.

Strangely, a sea-level canal without locks is out of the question—
whether at Panama or across Nicaragua. The.mean sea level on the
Pacific side is some nine inches higher than on the Atlantic side.
What ‘is worse, the mean tidal range on the Pacific side-is-12.5 feet
whereas on the Atlantic side it is only one. foot.
therefore, there is a six-foot difference between the two sides.

Tidal Locks Would Be Necessary

THIS MEANS that, without*locks, a sea-level canal would be &
veritable mill-race—a roaring, tumbling torrent as the waters of one
ocean_spilled into the other.

the erosion and ships might*not get through. - - i
_ Tidal locks, therefore, would have to be built. But these would
be as vulnerable as the present locks. For if hostile planes ever gob
over the canal, they could put. tidal-locks out ‘of commission ag essily
The chief defense of any canal, at Panama or acros$
Nicaragua, sea-level or not, lies ir. keeping the enemy at a distance.
It Js this fact which lends importance to Panama's refusal to grant
the needed air bases. It is said that the “world situation” today does
not warrant such a lease. The implication is that if a war were
imminent, Panama would act differently. She might let us have the

At certain times,

The canal banks could not withstand

! The folly: of this poaltlo;‘. however, is obvious. If and when the

knows too many

f

next ‘'war comes, it probably will burst upon. the world with great
suddenness. And air bases capable of handling large numbers of huge
planes cannot be improvised overnight.
situation” became 8o critical that the United States suddenly started
feverishly to throw up such defenses, an enemy would.be-tempted to

Moreover, if the “world

E

_ clal agency in Indianapolis, we would like to express .

The familiés ‘Who are aided at Christmas by -

--burdened--with--heavy-responsibllities-and-feslings. .

Republicans have already introduced another tax reduction bill. |
Another vetoed measure, which will probably be rehashed, is the bill |
to create a-Federal Science Foundation. ]
Measurés which Congress has consistently refused to pass, though |
President Truman has asked for them repeatedly and- will probably
ask for again include: Provision for universal military training, in-
crease of minimum wage rates, creation of a permanent Fair Employ«~
ment Practices Commission, Ay . 1
President Truman-and Senate Republican®’ Leader Taft both want
aslong-range housing program, aid to educiﬁmr‘md"huhh. and re-
visélt social security, But their ideas are poles apart, . - o

‘Anti-Poll Tax Measure U

- THE SENATE-PASSED .'Bul

I kle bill, pm‘ A rallroads to
» rate-agreements free from possible prosecution under the anti-
trust laws, be_before the House. And a House-passed bill to ban .
- St '>,{, ..‘r_ | «: i ‘», PR N Sl ,-l’ &

Senate ‘and House Foreign Affalrs- Committee caleridars are
Jjammed with unfinished business, The Marshall Plan gets priority.
Behind it is an unratified commercial treaty with China, which may
be complicated by a full-dress investigation leading to a new Chi
The St. Lawrence seaway treaty with Oanada, hanging fire as an

| issue for over.]0 years, will be revived. again. Authority to operate

and ‘expand State Department's ‘Voice 0f America i§ pending.” Inter-

| national oil.and aviation policies are pending. United Nations labor,
| health and trade policies are pending.. 50

- And, since the Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act expires at the
end of 1948, it will have to be renewed, amended or allowed to die.

.. With both Republican and Démocratic national conventions com=
ing in early summer, ore" }

men's eyes Will be | uch on politics all i o
4 va L lnqn. they have

Dlenty %o

advance its sero hour, thus forestalling U. 8. preparations.

Favored Nicaragua in 1901 .

BACK IN 1901 the Isthbmian Canal Commission, after exhaustive

1-study, favored the Nicaraguan route over one across Panama. -

early four times as long as that vis
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