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BERLIN, July 10—8weden es-

caped the ravages of a scheduled

German invasion” in February,

1042, by the narrowest margin.

Only by a sheer stroke of luck

did the Swedish foreign office re-
ceive an unsolicited “leak” from

. the German high cémmand.
‘Sweden acted upon the. tip—
after frantic discussion as to its
authenticity. The country's 600,~
000-man ‘conscript army of su-

perb forest fighters was promptly

mobilized. - :
The checkmate of the minutely

planned German blitzkrieg against

is thereal story of how Sweden

escaped war,

up.
All big cities—Stockholm,

md, Gothenborg — were_ tobe} 

mobbed simultaneously from aire
bases in occupied Norway and
Denmark.

Field Marshal Fedor von| Bock.
[AS commander of the Swedish ines

Sweden can now be verified from |

documents available in Berlin. It |

Hitler gave orders early in 1042 |
that Sweden was to be attacked,
gccording to plans ‘already drawn |

t | and supply lines on the Leningrad
Mal» |

vasion, was ‘assigned 45 divisions

for the job. Five to six weeks ‘was |

the estimated time forthe success |
of the invasion.
Sweden must be invaded, Hitler

told his general staff, in order to

secure Germany's -communication |

}

and Finnish fronts. The invasion

Was to be anotherstep in build-

ing the campaign for encircling
Moscow, capturing the Caucasian
oil fields and ‘pushing towars
Stalingrad.

Further, Hitler told his general
staff at’ a meeting in Berlin's
chdncellery that now lies in rub-
ble: “We cannot longer tolerate
the existence of a state inimical
to Germany, within the* frame-
work of the European new order.”
Another meeting was called for

Feb. 14 to hear final plans—and
for Hitler to give the order.
But exactly 10 days before that
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meeting,” here in" Hitler's chan-
cellory, Swedish Foreign Minister
Christian Guenther
civilian ‘visitor, who refused to
reveal his identity and said:

“I cannot now tell you who
sent me or why I bring you, this
information, But I assure’ you
that it's true and advise you, with

all urgency, to act upon it imme-
diately.”

That man, it can now be re-
vealed—was Dr, Karl Goerdeler,

former lord mayor of Leipzig. It
was he who engineered the July

received a 4

TUESDAY, JULY 10, 1045

QuicklyOn Stranger’sTip
20, 1944, plot to assassinate Hitler,
It was he who would: have taken
Hitler's job last summer if the
bdmb had exploded as intended.
Goerdeler gave the Swedish

foreign minister the exact details
of the planned invasion: The
date, the number of divisions,
times for bombing Stockholm—all
details. 1

Guenther quickly called Prime
Minister Per Albin Hansson,
the Swedish cabinet and the high
‘command into session. They de-
batedlong about the word that 

| the strange German, calling him-
self “Colonel,” had brought. Was
he telling the truth? Was he a
Naziagent?
‘They de¢ided—luckily for Swe-

den—to act upon his tip; and
immediately ordered mobilization
on an emergency. basis,
Ten days later, on Feb. 14,

Marshal Von Bock angrily ‘told
Hitler and the German general
staff that somehow Sweden had
obtained word about top secret
plans’ and was fully prepared to
resist attack.

He sald that he could not guar-
antee the success of the Swedish
invasion unless he had 20 more
divisions in addition tothe 45
already waiting for the zero’hour,

That would have meant, he
said, endangering the success of
the Stalingrad offensive. r

Reluctantly, after much debate,
Hitler agreed to abandon Swedish
invasion plans—and thg lights of
Stockholm continued to shine
unabated.

Copyright, 1945. by The lngianaponsTimes
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TAITAGON, i OZ. s.ivessserrsssssnsarsrassscrarsasenesss B69 Dietitian Grape Spread, 44 oz. Caraaia ;
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