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By EDWARD P. MORGAN
Times Foreign Correspondent

LONDON, Nov. 24~—Last time|thém.
. they called it ~shell shock.”

This time it has a nicer name:
*Combat fatigue.”
Quickto &scissor through technical] Some of these patients will be

«aes NONSense, soldiers|sent home as unfit for further com-

at the front sim- (bat. 3
‘ply say you've But what to do with borderline

“blown your wig”
or “flipped your

§ lid.”

name nerve cas-
: ualties—blo' o d -

less wounds of
fright and ex-
haustion — have

; ? provided army
Mr. Morgan medics, since the

United States began fighting wars

more then a century ago, one of

their most important and challeng-

 

ing problems. -
In keeping with oy tradition of

superlatives American G. I.s get

the best medica] care, with the tnost |

expensive equipment, that any army
in the world can give.

See Treatment Deficient

Undef any

Treatment of Contbat Fatigue
Remains Big War Problem

chiatric officer and two assistants
(untrained in psychiatry) to treat

It is physically impossible for one
psychiatrist to give concentrated

personal attention to 120 men.

cases is a problem. If they are re-
turned to battle, they are Almost

sure to land back in the hospital.
They still are capable of doing

some kind of work in the army
but there are no adequate facilities
to screen them and fit them to the

right place,

One reason thatrear hospitals
are short-staffed on psychiatrists is
that many have been sent to the
front to treat casualties on the spot.

This war has proved the success of

such psychiatric first aid.

   
Colossal Operation

But- the ‘European offensive is a

| colossal operation and everybody

can't have enough of everything all

the time.
‘As it is, your boy is getting fine

care, better, probably, than he ever

had at home. But more than one army psychia-
trist says today that treatment for]
those complex emotional bruises to

a soldier's brain and nervous sys-

tem is still deficient despite some

brilliant progress since world war IL
They admit that the “N. P."—|

the boy tagged with neuropscychosis
—is one of their biggest worries,/

which may blossom like a larkspur
into a poisonous and costly social
problem after the war.
Nobody has yet invented a way to

wage war without fear.

According to some authorities, the

percentage of shock cases has
not changed much since the Civil
war—they are likely to run a sub-
stantially high percentage of the

total casualties.
So leng as battles are fought by

human minds and nerves, there
will continue to be “wounded.”
Progress in this fleld has been
heartening, sometimes .exciting, but
psychiatrists say that two main
complicating factions keep it from

being better:
1. The “unselectiveness” of se-

lective service,
2. The brass-hat attitude — ad-

mittedly shrunken but still domi-

nant in some officers—that unless
a soldier has a bandage on, he isn't

hurt.
We had to have a big army quick

ly. Inevitably, some draft boards
reasoned about the village problem

boy like this:
“Put him in the army. The army

will make a man out of him.”

Doesn't Always Work

It doesn't of course. The army
often makes matters worse by put-
ting him in combat where he will
crack instead of in some service
unit where he might do a fair job,
Some doctors argue that the Brit-

fsh are much more discriminating
about these placements than we
are; that they have fewer square
pegs in round holes.
Combat fatigue sounds a little

sissified and men suffering from {it
sometimes are accused of gold

quickly separate loafers from legiti-

mate cases.
One main trouble seems to be, In

the army's United Kingdom base
section, anyway, a lack of psychi-
atrists and facilities.
One hospital I saw recently was

functioning as a rehabilitation cen-
ter where the men were supposed
to be given “finishing touches” to
make them fit again for combat,
But there wasn't one psychiatrist in
the place.
Some of the army's largest hos-

pitals in England are not staffed
with psychiatrists.

Patients Sent to Rear

This means that regular medical
officers and nurses must handle
“N. P.” cases-themselves. They are
not trained for it and they usually
do not like it,

They get rid of these patients
when they can, by passing them
back to hospitals in the rear eche-
ons;
This puts a strain, not on the

physical facilities, which are won-|
derful nearly everywhere, but on the|
psychiatric staffs.

For example, one 1000-bed hose
pital was organized to handle only
20 combat-fatigue casualties. It
actually has 120 men in its N. P.

But the medical corps is always
[looking for conditions to improve

and for faults to remedy. Treate

iment of combat casualties is one of
| them,

This problem is not peculiar to

our army alone. Even with the

saturated indoctrination which they.

get for their respective causes, Rus-

sian soldiers and German soldiers

suffer from shock like anybody else

Our Russian--allies have given us

very little inkling of how they treat
it, and the Nazis, of course, find it
embarrassingly difficult to explain
why the master race betrays any
human weaknesses at all.

Copygight, 19044, by The Indianapolis Times
and The Chicago Dally News, Ine.

MANUAL GIRLS SING
AT.BROOKSIDE PARK
A musical program featuring the

girls’ glee club of Manual high
school will be presented at 3 p. m,

Sunday at Brookside park coms-
munity center.
The glee club will be directed by

Freda Hart. Tade Dolan will act

as master of ceremonies and will
sing his own composition, “Gee,
Isn't It Great to Be an American.”
Albert Stump and Albert M. B.

Sharp; chaplain at Ft. Harrison, will
speak, Members of the Red Cross
committee sponsoring the program
are Mrs. A. J. Huesing, Mrs, Mary
Cahill, Mrs. Herman Scott, Mrs.
Harry Argus and Mrs, Walter Bax-
ter.

Carol Overstreet, Jean Snarr, Jo-
delle Doll and Delores Smith, mem-
bers of Senior Girl Scout Troop 38,
will be ushers.

1945 DEFICIT LOOMS
ON ESSENTIAL TIRES

WASHINGTON, Nov, 24 (U. P.).—
Some labor and equipment now be-

ing used to make tires for passenger
autos may have to be diverted to
make up an anticipated deficit of
1,600,000 heavy truck and bus tires,
according to Hiland G. Batcheller,
chief of staff of the war production
board.

He sald the tire Industry estimates
that its maximum output of heavy
tires during the first three months
of 1945 will fall 25 per cent short
of the basic military and essential
civilian need for that period. -

  

 

  
SHOE REPAIR DEPT. ||

WE WILL FIX
YOUR SHOES
WHILE YOU
WAIT OR SHOP
We carry a complete
line of shoe polishes,
laces and shoe bows,

TTlock's
DOWNSTAIRS STORE
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Our selection is now com- Includi
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WREATHS   
3.78 10 6.75)

20-Ounce Size SotaidiLee

powesputl os
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Bur 3.00
A becoming hat from each and every angle! With the sparkle
of sequins, the flattery of a frothy veill

(Other Soquia-Trimmed Hats at 3.98 to 7.95)

 

HOLIDAYFRUIT CAKES

3-Pound Sizetas

: Yeriiyak and asie-taating ‘as the melt-i-in-your
mouth variety that rival's. Mother's own! 40%

filled with fruit gopdin§for holgayest! Cello»
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SPECIAL PURCHASE!
Just 26 Beautiful

Mink-Dyed and Ermine-Dyed

 

That Would Ordinarily
Be Much Higher-Priced!

5139 =
Every Coat Bears the Hollander Tag!

36-Inch short coats! Full length coats! Tuxedo
coats! Box coats! Wide deep cuffs! The new
full cut armholes for over-suit comfort! Coats of
deep silky viscasha . . . the fur that conceals such
durability in its loveliness! Dyed by Hollander, the
master dyer, to resemble mink and ermine! Sizes
12 to 20, 38 to 52. Give HER furs , 4 , the most
luxurious gift of all!

ON OUR CONVENIENT
BUDGET, CHARGE or LAYAWAY PLAN!

”
RS

FOR THE HOMELOVER
FANCY GIFT PILLOWS

Comfort to tuck into odd corners! Plumply filled
and beautifully covered with rayon taffeta, rayon
matelasse, rayon satins and homespuns! Bright
patterns and delicate pastel colorings!

Nashua's Croyden 25%
Wool -D'ble Plaid Blankets

5.99.
A warm gift, hanks to the 25% wool content of
this blanket. Packed with color, too, in big block
plaids of cedar, rose, blue, green. Wanted 72x84-
inch size.

Perma-Fluff Comforters
95%Cot., 5% Wool Filled
The fluffy cotton-and-wool fill- 72x84.
ing ‘In these comforters make Sot” 5.99

ers colorful with paisley or floral osrigh99
patterned center and wide, plain

them exceptionally. light yet
warm! With cotton sateen cov-

color border. In rose, blue, a.1an
green, gold. . :
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Exclusively Ours
In Indianapolis!

First-Quality RAYON SHEERS

1.03
yard OF LIFE HOSE MAKE PERFECT GIFT HOSE,
ecause

® They're fashioned from the “finest rayons!
® They hold their beauty through many launderings!
® They fit snugly at ankle, calf and knee!
® In vista beige shade . . . in sizes 8!/; to 10/;.

 

LEATHER-BACK So
Finely detailed but inexpensive! Leather-back gloves with
double woven cotton palms for

* Wonger wear! Black, brown cin-
namon, cork and natural. Wom-
en's sizes 6 to 8l/;, .

 

1.50
Plus 20% Federal Tax

To glow and twinkle on her lapel . the latest costume
jewelry creations . . . roses and orchids of gold-colored
plastic}.Alimited Sanity!

 

CAPESKINLeather HANDBAGS
Make your Christmas choice from these supple capeskins

_ in her favorite smooth or rough
grains! Deep chunky top
handles and wonderfully ronmy
pouches and envelopes to hold
all her fittings! Black, brown
and colors!

3.99
Plus 20% Federal Tax

 

The PrastiealHi.

OUR CARRY-ALL KIT.
Grandfor-holding all the besuly aids thwill- need for a
quick clean-up! Also large

 seaugh to hold a nightie, a
hos or rs
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