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L American tanks and artillery Aho
@ 3 halted and dispersed two enemy
columns of perhaps 10,000 men and
appropriate armor which boldly
sought to reinforce the garrison
with a daylight advance through
the escape gap yesterday.

Stunned by the relentless allied
air and land bombardment, indi-
vidual German troops were sur-
rendering by -the scores, Some 400
prisoners had been counted in the
24 hours ended last mMdnight, but
for the most part the tough garri-
son of 1500 to 2000 appeared deter-
mined to fight to the end. Many
were S.S. veterans of fighting on
the eastern front.

Radiq Berlin said bitter hand-to-
hand fighting was raging in the
Aachen area “against the advanc-
ing enemy.” Another Berlin dis-
patch said the din of battle was
audible in. Cologne, some 40 miles
away.

Clouds of smoke and dust, tinged
with the red of raging fires, rose
hl;mdreds of feet over medieval Aa-
chen.

10-Story Building Falls

One pilot told of seeing a 10-
story building collapse into a great
cloud of dirt and debris when hit.
Not a single German plane at-
tempted to interfere with the bom-
bardment. = Anti-aircraft batteries
put up a heavy barrage at the start,
but it waned as the cascade of
bombs. continued.

SUPREME HEADQUARTERS,
A. E. F, Paris, Oct. 12 (U. P.).—
The American 1st army beat
down desperate efforts by one of
Adolf Hitler's finest divisions to
pry open a relief corridor to the
city late today. An 8th air force
pilot on reconnaissance over
Aachen at 10:30 a. m. said 60 to
80 per cent of the buildings in the
center of the city were “burned
out from roof to cellar.”
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At the southern end of the front,
American and French troops made
limited advances in the Vosges foot-
hills northeast of Epinal and in the
Le Thillot area, where enemy
counter-attacks were repulsed in
hard fighting.

HERO’S WIDOW ENDS
MYSTERY. OF TRIP

LAWRENCE, Mass., Oct, 12 (U.
P.).—The widow of an army private
who disappeared from her home
last Thursday and sent word that
she was going to Normandy, wired |
her sister yesterday'that she is vxs-'
iting her husband’s family in Va.l-
dosa, Ga. 1

Mrs. Rose Anne Webb, 23, otl 18188’
Lawrence had mailed a post urd °6 n
from Boston last Friday saying | “
that she was on her way to France ye!
where her husband, Pvt.. William
Webb, was killed in action June 9.

Mrs. Webb’s message yesterday
said that she was well and was
staying with her husband'’s parents,
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