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JAVA AIRDROMES
PROVED USELESS

Allies Were Forced to Surrender Excellent and Well

Hidden Fields Because of Lack of Planes

And Anti-Aircraft Guns.

(This is the fourth of George Weller’s series on the Java campaign.)

By GEORGE WELLER
Copyright, 1842, by The Indianapolis Times and The Chicago Daily News, Inc.

SOMEWHERE IN AUSTRALIA, April 7—When approximately a
dozen various groups of Jap convoys, eonsisting of from six to 10
freighters, were gathered by their cruiser-based seaplanes into three large
convoys escorted by warships, their attack was directed at three points
along the northern Java coast. These points were Rembang, in the
east-central part of the island: at Indramayu, is the west-central, and
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 at Bantum, at the extreme west,

near Sunda straits.
Although the Dutch officially ad-

mitted only 28 transports having
landed at Rembang, 12 at Indra-

mayu, and 14 at

Bantum, this was

a description of

only the earliest
phase of the in-

vasion.

A naval officer,
who participated

in a subchaser at-

tack close in shore
upon the Rem-
bang group, told
me that he saw 34

Mr. Weller transports in line
there. Furthermore, after the al-
lied fleet left, the transports landed
at Samarang, almost exactly in
Java's center.

Japan's secret fleet of freighters,

which had been laying up quietly in

closely guarded inlets of the Japa-

nese and Chinese coasts, made pos-

sible this heavy armada of which

perhaps one-tenth were sunk by
American and British bombers when

landing Allied ship losses in
evacuating civilians from Singapore

were certainly appreciably heavier
ue to Jap domination of the air

than Jap losses in invading Java. | whole eastern SECUOF.
i

Old Story: No Planes

Such was the chance lost by the
united nations through having
meager, out-dated bomber and
fighter groups upon Java. Excel-
lent airdromes were there in
abundance—both tiny fighter fields
so well hidden that even American
pilots often could not find their
way home after battles, and oil and
bemb depots.

All was lost through lack of
planes able to compete with Japan's
highly maneuverable and speedy
navy Zero-fighters and through lack
of anti-aircraft guns able to hit Jap
bombers above 20,000 feet.

Jap troops, landing by moonlight

upon Java, found themselves with a
far easier problem than when they
landed upon the eastern coast of

Malaya.

In Javea the Japs landed upon

the flats, with the nearest moun-
tains 20 miles away and virtually no
jungle to hide the defenders. The
invaders’ exposure in the moonlight
was fully compensated by the fact
that the defenders were equally pit-
ilessly revealed, but in much smaller
numbers. Only meadows of sea hay
and rice fields were visible, but no

jungle.

Will to Fight, That's All

Traveling by day and night, I

made an 800-mile automobile jour-
ney over the entire length of the
island from Bajoewangl, opposite
Bali to Batavia on the two days
and nights preceding the invasion.
Everywhere the stern Dutch reso-
lution to fight the Japs was paired
with means which were woefully in-

adequate.

When they landed upon the shore,
which somewhat resembles the
coastline of Long Island or the
southern shores of Lake Michigan,
the Japs would almost immediately
be in possession of the main east-
west highway which runs the length

of the island, as well as of the rail-
road connecting with Batavia,
After landing and disposing thin

coastal forces, they severed Soera-
baja from these arteries by cutting
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the telephone lines upon which the
Dutch mistakenly ‘depended.
The Jap commanders treated big

Javanese cities, .in general, as ob-
stacles to be circumvented rather
as prizes for capture. In modern
mobile warfare, cities are taken
only when they contain something
that is wanted.
The first prize that the Jap army

always aims for is an airfield, for
it was learned in Malaya that an

army task is three-quarters done if
the air arm has completed the soft-
ening-up process first. Every air-
field captured means approximately
10,000 less casualties for the army.
Furthermore, in Java's case, get-

ting one airdrome meant getting
cther peripheral ones soon after
and reducing the army’s burden in
geometric, rather than arithmetic
progression. An extra Jap force,

consisting of a small body of trans-
ports, which landed at Toeban, east
of Rembang, was delegated to hold
off any attempt by the Dutch to
send land forces from Soerbaja and
attack the landing from the rear.

Raid Defense Impossible

The Dutch, not possessing such

forces, remained quiet along the

When the

last train left carrying Soerabaja’s

demolition party to Tjilatjap on the
south coast for evacuation aboard
the same last freighter, which res-
cued me, that ended lengthwise
communications across the island.
The rapidity and success of the

Jap landings at Rembang and
Samarang were what destroyed the
original plan of the Dutch com-
mander-in-chief, Lieut. Gen. Hein
ter Poortefi,
Gen. Ter Poorten had intended

to carry on guerrilla warfare at
both ends simultaneously and, from
the highlands, harass the Japs in
the lowland plain.

Defense Impossible

But the plan was compromised,
first, when the Japs, by taking
Bali, put themselves within easy
fighter range of Malang. Although
the Malang airdrome there was so
well hidden that (as your corres-
pondent saw) a plane containing
high air officers was unable to find

the field when the weather was
murky, it was from the first im-
possible to defend against raids by
Jap navy Zeros.

The buildings were big, well-
camouflaged and modern but anti-
aircraft was lacking. Finally, some
British anti-aircraft, fresh the
battle of Britain, arrived. But en
route by train from Soerabaja to
Malang, the train pitched off the
track and approximateluy 30 offi-
cers and gunners were killed. The
derailed, smashed cars still lay in
a gully when your correspondent
passed.

Use Fortress Guns

Then American artillerymen were

given 50-caliber machine guns
which had been demounted from

ground by early Jap raids, and
asked to provide an aerial barrage
for the invaluable giant bombers.
But their range was only moder-

ate. Malang was the base from
which the fortresses accomplished,
without having fighter escort of any
kind, some of their most audacious
raids upon Jap convoys and whence
army dive-bombers took off for
their historic first raid upon the
Jap fleet at Ball.
But never, from the beginning of

the war, did Malang possess fighter
protection based upon the field it-
self. When the Americans were un-
able longer to hold Malang, the
Dutch being unable to provide
them fighters and the British hav-
ing lost most of their fighters in
similar Zero raids upon Palembang,
it became necessary for Gen. Ter
Poorten to abandon the eastern
half of Java and concentrate upon
the western end of the island.

TOMORROW: The Java land COLLEGE
£200 ODD FELLOW BLDG. LI-8721

campaign.
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flying fortresses smashed upon the

Natalie Edmonds, 22, employee
of the war department, faces the
possibility of Internment in a
concentration camp despite the
fact that her maternal ancestry

goes back to colonial days. She
has not seen her Japanese father,
Riichiro Kawashima, since he de-
serted her mother in New York
in 1920, two years after their mar-
riage. She is fearful of intern-
ment because of the senate bill,
which authorizes seizure of any
person considered by laws of a

foreign nation to be a citizen of
that government,

BRITISH SCORCH
EARTH IN BURMA
Forced to Take Up New

Positions in Defense

Of 0il Fields.

NEW DELHI, India, April 7 (U.

P.) —British troops defending the

western Burma flank have been

forced to take up new positions in

the Irrawaddy valley less than 60

miles below the rich central Burma

oil fields, an India-Burma command

communique revealed today.
It said the imperials now have

withdrawn north of Thayetmyo, 37

miles north of Prome, while three

Japanese columns are pressing

northward.

The communique emphasized the

plight of the British defenders in

disclosing that the retreating forces
had applied a “scorched earth” poli-
cy, destroying oil and cement in-
stallations at Thavetmyo and near-

by Allanmyo before they withdrew.

The latest information regarding
enemy movements, tl» communique
said, placed one Japanese column
on the west bank of the Irrawaddy
river north of Kama, 17 miles north

of Prome, and another on the east
bank in vicinity of Nyaungbinzeik,
about 15 miles north of Prome.

Other Japanese elements, the

comminque added, were moving
northeastward along the Sinjok val-
ley, apparently in an attempt to
outflank the British.

A Chinese military spokesman at

Chungking revealed, meanwhile,
that China's fifth and sixth armies
were engaged in an artillery duel
with strong Japanese forces a few

miles* north of Toungoo on the

eastern allied flank.

ADMIRAL IS LOST AT
SEA DURING CRUISE
WASHINGTON, April 7 (U.P).—

In a brief and undetailed com-

munique, the navy announced last

night that Rear Admiral J. W. Wil.

cox Jr, 60, was lost overboard in

heavy weather during normal cruis-

ing operations. The date and loca-

tion of the tragedy were not re-
vealed.
Wilcox, a native of Atlanta, Ga,

became the second American ad-

miral to lose his life in the war.
Rear Admiral Isaac Kidd was killed
during the Pearl Harbor attack.
Surviving Wilcox are his widow,

the former Miss Caroline Manigault
of Charleston, S. C, and two chil-
dren, Arthur M. Wilcox, 21, and
Mary Manigault Wilcox, 11.

RAILWAYS EMPLOYEE
WOUNDED BY BANDIT
A bandit who shot Fred H.

Beckom, 17368 Union st., in a holdup
attempt last night was hunted
today by police.
The shooting occurred near lowa

and Meridian sts, where Mr.

Beckom, an employee of the Indian-
apolis Railways, had left a trackless

trolley. He was carrying a black

bag containing his money changer

and trolley receipts when the bandit

stepped out of an alley and pointed
a pistol at him.

Mr. Beckom swung the bag at

him, and the bandit fired. Mr.
Beckom received a slight flesh
wound on the right shoulder.

RAFTERY APPOINTED
DEPUTY PROSECUTOR
John F. Raftery, Indianapolis at-

torney and Republican preéinet
committeeman, was appointed a
deputy prosecutor to serve in muni-
cipal court today by Prosecutor
Sherwood Blue.
Mr. Raftery will succeed John

Tinder who has enlisted in the
army air corps for flying cadet
training. Mr. Raftery has been
active in Republican politics since
1914. He lives at 133 S. Gladstone
ave. is married, and has three
children.
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Popular New Spring

DRESS
COTTONS

29¢<..
Choose from fast color wash-
able fabrics in many spring
patterns and colors.

In3
Fine

Groups

4000 Yards of crown tested
printed rayon French crepe.
Washables in tropical prints,
twin prints, stripes, large and
small florals. 6
39 Inches wide ....Yd. colors

»8 Percales Ruined Dimities

Broadtioth
Piques

Seersucker Shirtings and Chambrays
Printed Flakes

—Downstairs at Ayres. Fine combed yarn shirtings
and chambrays in 8 to 10-

 39evard remnant lengths.
Plain colors and stripes to

 YARDchoose from.

 Sanforized
SPORT DENIMS

33:
3000 Yards of new sanforized sport
denims in sities and Pltin colors.
Washable colors Brown,
Cedar, Red,nt and Medium Blue
and Rose. Fine for sport clothes.

Woven Chambray Remnants

Jde
YARD

Solid color and striped pat-
terns in woven chambrays.
Fast color washable mate-
rial that makes perfect
play clothes. 36 In. wide.   

        
SR

 
Three Attractive Matching Widths in

RUFFLED CURTAINS
$9.98 $9.98 $3.98

For those rooms with various size windows. A perfect way to have ample
fullness in matching curtains for any room in your home. Fashioned in ivory
colored plain marquisettes. 45, 59 and 88 inches wide. Including a 10-inch
top extension to add fullness and hide curtain rod. 2

: OTHER MATCHING CURTAIN

Material 45-In.Wide 59-In. Wide
Plain... ... $2.50 Pr. $3.50 Pr.

Pin Dot ...... $2.50 Pr. $3.50 Pr.
e Weave . $3.50 Pr. $4.50 Pr.

 

88-In. Wide

$4.50 Pr.
$4.50 Pr.

- $5.50 Pr.    

 

 

Choose From Dozens of New Patterns and Weaves

Printed Dress Fabrics

69:-..
3 to 10-yard remnants of
printed rayon bemberg sheers
in many lovely spring colors.
All are 39 inches wide in
washable fast

iivevivindeiYl

Rayon acetate remnants, ine
cluding “Magic Hour” rayon
crepe, rayon romaines and
rayon alpacas. 39 Inches wide,

iby sesesssses. Yd 69¢yards ...

Rayon French Crepe
Remnants of rayon French
crepe all 39 inches wide.
Washable colors in white,
pink and tea rose, up to 20
yards.

 

Plain, Novelty Rayons
36 and 39-inch widths in
plain spun rayons, spun
gabardines and novelty
weaves including beige and
white sharkskin.

~Downstairs at Ayres.

(Bonded on the Selvage)

Glosheen Remnants

Oc..
Genuine Glosheen remnants that have become the favorite
decorating materials of smart Indianapolis. They make
fine slipcovers, spreads and draperies. Fully washable and
easy to work with.

100 Inches to the Side—200 Inches to the Pair

Cushion Dot

CURTAINS
$ 3.98

Big Selections of Ready Made

DRAPERIES
$3998

See our big stock of ready made draperies. 36-Inch widths
in printed gabardines, printed ruftex and homespuns. 50
Inch widths in homespun materials. 30 or more different
patterns and colors to choose for any room.

PRINTED RAYON DRAPERIES ............ $4.98 Pair
—Downstairs at Ayres.

Large luxury curtains that give
ample fullness at double or triple
windows. Full and flowing to criss
cross the window. A lot of curtain
value for this low price.

9 or 12-Ft. Broadloom CARPET
 

Fine Wool Face

Axminster
RUGS

rss$30.50
val Stight Irregulars

100% Wool face Jue from nationally known
man such Alexander Smith and

Axminster quality carpet
samples in Blue, Burgundy,
Green, Rose and Rust with
fringed ends.

All wool face axminster
rugs in attractive mot-
tled design. All colors in
the group.

Heavy quality throw rugs for
large openings and arch-ways.
Asner quality with all
wool face. Man tt and

irregulars that will never impair the wear- cOOFs. F pastesSlight
ing qualities of the rugs.

21x32 Chenille Rug
Chenille throw rugs in new $

2x3 Ft. $1.69 4x6 Ft.
3x4 Ft.

wanted colors and patterns.
Heavy quality chenille in
washab

16 colors Hand madeQUAY.ful designs.

15x36 Carpet Samples

1
27x48 Axminster Rugs

$949
36x50 Heavy Throw Rugs

$h.95
Fine Numdah Rugs

$4.95

Beautiful Numdah rugs for any room
home. Natural colored bat withi

Replacement Values of

$5.95 and $6.95 Square Yard

».95

The buy of the season in fine quality broadloom ear-
pet. Figured patterns and two tones to choose from,
Heavy seamless wilminster and twistweave broad«
loom carpet in 9 or 12-foot widths. Colors come in
Burgundy, Green, Tan and Cedar Rose. Not all
colors in both qualities. ~ =Downstairs at Ayres, .  


