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to six months. By early in 1938,
at latest, they envisioned an ab-
ject surrender of the Chinese,
and after that, holding all man-
ner of .concessions and trade
privileges, Japan was quickly to
wax richer and greater—particu-

ly richer—while China’s un-
counted millions worked for a
pittatice producing raw materials
for Japan and spent most of
that pittance buying the products
of Japan’s humming factories.

But the reality turned out to
be shockingly different from the
dream, and disillusionment was
bitter. Triumphing on a thou-
sand bloody battlefields brought
no victery. The Japanese factories
that were to have been flooding
the Chinese market are closed
and silent, or if their chimneys
are smoking it is because they
are engaged upon essential war
‘orders.
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Japan Feels Pinch

THE COUNTRY'S GOLD is
gone, its credit is shaky, national
debts have multiplied frighten-
ingly. Luxuries are taboo, and
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| 'ONE OF THE‘best assurances of a relatively easy

American triumph over Japan is the fact that when the

Japanese staged’ their sneak attack upon Pear! Harbor

they had already been engaged in a costly and

3e Chinese for four and a half years.

ible, even in -the light of later history, ever to
‘estimate accurately the debt which the United
States will owe to China. Th
so valorously and so long, h
uncounted thousands of Amer;cnn soldiers and
sailors, and have saved the American taxpayers un-
counted hundreds of millions of dollars.
long war in China has cost the |Japanese 1.500,000
killed and wounded, and has,
econontic heart out of the Japanese Empire.

! Our own war against Japan would be incom-
parably more costly in blood and treasure, had the
Chinese not kept that country  bleeding for four
and a half years on hundreds o*

It seems like recalling

'remember the flushed confidence with which Ja

assault upén China in July, 1937.. The Japanese, m

alike, believed that China could not resist for morp than from three
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ancient history to
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necessitiés are rationed. The drain
of the army upon the nation’s
manpower has| brought about a
serious shortage of labor. Wages
have risen, bu¢ prices have risen
even more rapidly.

Nearly every phase of the life
of every Japanese is feeling the
effects of the war. Life is harder,
pleasures are fewer, luxuries are
banned, clothing is shoddy, food
is rationed, amusements are cur-
tailed. Such | intellectual and
political freedom as the Japanese
once enjoyed 1s now a thing of
the past, and even religion is feel-
ing the baneful effects of this
long struggle. Japan, as a nation,
is feeling the pinch,

Strategically, Japan is in a vul-
nerable and dangerous position,
in spite of her early quick suc-
cesses. Her armies, the bulk of
her available manpower, are
strung out along a front, in China
alone, of more than 2800 miles.

Her positions in the Philippines,
in Malaya, in Thailand and in
French Indo-China would have
real value only if the United
States and Britain lose the war.
Once the tide of battle begins to
flow against Japan, these outposts
which make such fine headlines
in the Tokyo newspapers, will be-
come frightful liabilities.

To lull the people at home, to
make them forget the pinch of
the painfully tightening national
belt, Japan’s leaders are resort-
ing mainly to phrases and prom-
ises. The phrases include two
which are old and meaningless—
“our immutable policies” and

| “our sacred mission.” But there

is a new phrase now widely popu-
lar with diplomats, military lead-
ers, official spokesmen and the
strictly controlled Japanese press:
“It goes without saying.”

“It goes without saying,” the
Japanese people are told, that
American naval and air strength

4} will: soon be swept from the sea’
and from the sky.
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‘Rice Under Control
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-mash thickly on toast, and the:

Ching-wei regime at Nanking will
soon rule all of China.

“It goes without saying” that
Japan will soon bring about a
“New Order in Greater East
Asia.”

But it soon will be necessary to
say something to keep the folks
at home reconciled to the hard-
ships brought upon them by the
military gamble into which their
leaders have plunged the nation.
After more than four years of
warfare it is all too evident that
the nation’s resources have been
seriously depleted, and still there
is no victory in sight. It goes
without saying that the people of
Japan are becomipg restive un-
der these depressing conditions.

Rice, the staple food of Japan,
is now entirely controlled by the
government, acting through the
Imperial Agricultural Societies
and the Japan Rice Company,
which are government-controlled.
No longer will city dwellers have
any basis for complaints that the
farmers eat more than their share
of rice, for all land owners and
tenant farmers must sell their rice
to goveryment agencies. Here-
tofore, land owners living in
cities have filled their store rooms
with rice, while farmers have
withheld from sale ample stocks
for family use. This is no longer
tolerated. Al] rice goes into the
hands of government agéncies, at
fixed prices, and farmers and
land owners have to buy such
quantities as the rationing system
permits them to have.
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Food Prices Fixed

WEEK-END “rice eating fes-
tivals” in the country are banned.
None but official shipments from
prefecture to prefecture are per-
mitted, and fx_;rmers may no
longer send bales of this staple
food to sons and daughters in
cities or in universities. “Pres-
ents” of rice are also banned, for
it has been discovered that many
of these so-called gifts were really
illega] sales at prices higher than
the government scale.

So serious is the food shortage
that the government has ruled
that sumptuous meals are for-
bidden. Hotels and restaurants
may never, ‘under any condition,
serve a meal that costs more than
five yen.

An attempt was made to en-
courage the use of wheat flour
as g substitute for rice, but im-
mediately prices of breads and
pastries increased so fabulously
that the government ordered
price reductions of from 20 to 40
per cent.

In an effort to check the rise
in prices of .fruit and vegetables
the government has forbidden |
middlemen to. handle these pro-
ducts, and vendors arg limited to
a 10 per cent profit. ‘The result
was that prices dropped sharply
—but so did the supplies of these
foods reaching the large cities.
Now it is ordered that the twenty-
second day of each month, the
nation over, shall be a “fruitless
day.”

- It goes without saying that lux-
ury foods are strictly controlled.
No restaurant, hotel nor shop may
sell more than two kinds of. cake,
and the price has been.officially
cut from twenty to eight sen per
cake. So with coffee—no person
may have more than one demi-
tasse per day, and the price has
been slashed from thirty to fif-
teen sen per cup. Result—cakes
are small and unpalatable, and
the coffee would be sniffed with
incredulity in Java and Brazil,
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Drinking Is Curbed

SO DESPERATELY has be-
come the fotd situation that the
welfare ministry is training dieti-
tians, who go about the country
teaching people how to live on
“low-cost but nourishing foods.”
Banks, ‘schools, factories will em-
ploy dietitians to teach their staff.
how to save.: :

These dietitians work out so;
startling new dishes. For 'in
stance, since butter is forbidde:
to -the people of Japan, thi
dietitians recommend muhi
canned sardines, spreading th

adding jam on top. Just try tha
combination on your toast at
breakfast tomorrow morning and
see how wholly right Gen., Sher-o
man was about war.
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drink, ‘has suffered stmng?
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It is not only sake and sake
drinking that suffer. All. kinds
of galety and conviviality are
frowned upon. Dancing, even in:
private homes, is taboo alb over |
Japan, and Tokyo, one of the
world’s
lquiet at 10 ‘o’clock at night, even
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WASHINBWN PLAY

Twenty Northwestern Dramatic
club members will take part in a
George Washington program at 3:30
p. m. tomorrow in the Northwest
ern Community Center.

Another program at 8 p. m. to-
morrow in the Hill Community Cen-
ter will feature movies and com-
munity singing, led by Elizabeth
Cheatham. - Invitations were made

IS A
BIG
HELP!"

at the center.
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*Max Factor Face Powder . . 1.00
*Revion Nail Enamel . . ... . 60c
*60c Neet Depilatory . . . . . 49¢
*Lady Esther Gream . ... .. 3%
*Phillips’ Cleansing Cream . . 49¢
25¢ Phillips’ Tooth Powder . . 19¢
*55¢ Pond’s Cold Cream, Jar . 3%
*Max Factor Lipstick . . . . . 50¢

® 10%

* _ SHAVING NEEDS |

Auto Strop Blades, I0’s . . . 49
Durham Duplex Blades, 5's . . 39¢
*50c Mennen’s Skin Balm . . 39¢
Swav Shaving Cream . . ... 29
30c Palmolive Shaving Cream . 27¢
50c Mennen’s Men’s Talc . . . 3%
Styptic Pencils . . . . .. ... 10c
45¢ Golgates Giant Shave Gream, 39¢
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Gerber’s Baby Food . . . 3 for 19¢
Clapp’s Ghopped Food, 10¢, 3 for 26¢
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