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LIFEON CONVOY
TELLSOF WAR

Fireworks Are Missing But

All Precautions Taken

To Avert Peril.

By FRANK SMOTHERS
Cop. ht, 1941, by The Indianapolis Times
nF Fhe Chicago Daily News. Ine.

HONOLULU, Jan. 2—Life on a

Navy transport in convoy between

California and Hawaii is a realistic

of very martial introduction to the

war in the Pacific.

A large number of Navy and

Marine officers and men, as well as

your correspondent, learned that

such is tke case

aboard a trans-

port recently ar-

rived at Pearl

Harbor.

Only once be-
tween the main-

land port and
our arrival here

were there any

fireworks—depth
B charges loosed

by one of our

Mr. Smothers escorting de-

gtroyers not very long after sailing

from the California Coast. We could

feel the force of their explositons

aboard our transport where we had

hurriedly been sumoned to general

quarters, our lifejackets neatly tied.

Take All Precautions

Whether the enemy craft were

actually in the vicinity was never

established. No oil was sighted after

the depth charges—but presumably

the destroyers’ listening devices had

detected grounds for reasonable]

suspicion. Otherwise the journey

was “uneventful” but the absence of

greater difficulties undoubtétlly was

the result of full precautions of

war.

We zigzagged our cours, had rigig

blackouts at night, burned garbage

so no trace of our passage would be

left on the surface of the sea, main-

tained a radio blackout and the en-

gineers kept the smoke from the

ship's stacks at a minimum.

Our ship's official radios received

news which the officers read later

in summarized and mimeographed

form daily. Other radio sets had

to be turned in before the voyage

lest a regenerated wave disclose our

presence.

Blackout at Supper

The first night's blackout began

in the midst of supper in the pas-

gengers' and officers’ mess—a big

room: in which Marine and Navy

officers, unattached to the ship,

shared meals.

The bright lights suddenly shifted

to a mournful blue, a chorus of

“ahs” went up from the gloom of

the tables, and the officers peered

close at their plates just brought to

them to discover the nature of the

evening fare. Eating chicken—as

the main dish proved to be—in the

near darkness was a considerable

feat. Thereafter dinner was served

pefore 5 p. m. so that the blackout

usually didn’t catch us until dessert.

Below decks, where it was safe to

have a few lights, some of the en-

listed men gathered night after

night around an improvised sailor

jazz band possessed with unlimited
vigor. The listeners sang loud and
demanded their favorite selections.

Sailors Swap Yarns

On the decks, where some of the

gailors slept, others gathered in

groups each night to gaze at the

stars and swap yarns and tell where

they came from and what ships

they hoped soon to be helping to

man,

The sailors’ heads went close to-

gether to raise close, low-toned har-

mony and many a chorus learned

in American schcol rooms not so

long ago helped while away the eve-

nings.
The singers—like all the others

on deck any hour day or night—

were bulky in life jackets, ready, in

accordance with standing orders, for

an emergency any time.

First Trip for Many

For many of the boys this was the

first trip at sea and seasickness|

bothered plenty the first few days.

Later spirits were good, despite all

the discomforts of the crowded ship.

The sailors were eager to get to

Hawaii and be assigned ships of

their own and start their part in

winning the war.

Seeing how they kept their spirits

up on the transport augured well

for their morale later on, on their

own ships, for a man-of-war where

each man has his place, knows
where it is and what he has to do
is a wonderful place compared to a

craft where sitting room was some-
times at a premium and where for
most of those aboard, no duties
were available to break the mo-

notony.
Chins were up and confidence

high when we came to shore.

SOUP, FIRE, DESSERT

ALLENTOWN, Pa (U P).—
Delegates to the 71 annual conven-
tion of the Pennsylvania Council
of Deliberation of the Scottish Rite
hed & novel meal during their
«conclave. While eating their fruit
cup and soup, a fire in the kitchen
destroyed the main course. They
ended the meal with ice cream
and coffee.
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For Jaded
January= 5H
Vivid rayon crepes, wool mixtures, novelty rayon crepes,

spring-like prints and duco rayons . . . tailored to put

much-needed spirit in mid-winter wardrobe! Sizes
9 to 15, 12 to 20, 38 to 44, 46 to 52, 18': to 24%.

Many Silk-to-the-Top Qualities!

Full-Fashioned
Irregulars c

Qualities

The silk-to-the-top hose in this group cannot be re-

ing lisle welts and feet! Buy a supply while the price is
just 89%¢! Wanted shades, women’s sizes 8% to 10%.

Firsts and irregulars of anklets and % 19:

Decerite 1 imameB-a price! Sizes 8 to 11in e .
3 Prs. 66¢

of Higher Priced

placed at any price! Others with new sheer long-wear-

CHILDREN'S HOSE

10% in % hose.

January Sale! Women’s*

BETTER HOUSE SLIPPERS
Originally Higher Priced

Beautiful qualities , . . fur scuffs, embroi: $

 

TR

WHILE JUST

25 LAST...

Handsome 3-Tier Silver

FOXTAIL CAPES
Tax

Included 13.98
A grand way to spénd your Christmas gift check

. . . luxurious yet practical, too! Imagine how smart,

how rich a cap® like one of these will look over your

spring suit and prints! USE BLOCK'S LAYAWAY

IF YOU PREFER!

Excelling in
Long Wear

STAR-DUST
LIFE INSURED
SLIPS

1.29
WITH THE 12
MIRACLE POINTS

ACLE MAGIC WEAVE
A RayYOX that wears!

ith CLE NYLON SEAMS for
Fa strength!

H ih MIRACLE FITTING DOUBLE

. With MIRACLE FTTTIN UNDER
ARM CURVE and NARROWED

. With MIRACLE FITTING molded
bustline,

. With a MIRACLE WRINKLE-FREE

. Of

FIT!
. With a MIRACLE M from

shifing. creepin ohEI 1With Ed YEAR ROUND
th CLE shadow-proofing in
fabric!

ith ACLE 4-GO -N Bias RE ALTERA
TIO! C

. With MIRACLE life insurance for
one year!

12. With MIRACLE ONE- GUAR-
ANTEE RACH ams Tn tl

Sizes 32 to 44 Ratose:
 

 

Life Insured for One Year
No ifs. buts and ands. If this slip does
not give you satisfactory wear for on
whole year, we cheerfully give yo
a new one.  
 

Your Passport
to Midwinter

Sports Occasions!

Short Sleeve g
- SWEATERS Y

1.29
Marvelous now for un-
der-coat brightness . . .
warm, too, for shopping,
classroom and defense

always with suits and
skirts! Cotton and ray-
ons in baby
Sizes 34 to 40.

The Smart
Girl’s Choice!

Pastel SKIRTS
in Plaids and
Plain: Colors
3.90
- 3.98

lw

 

SEES

= 13.95
COATS WITH ZIP-OUT LININGS! FLEECES! SUEDE

CLOTH FABRICS! PLAIDS! COVERTS! Most extraor-

dinary values at the price, particularly if you are de-

manding extra emphasis on sturdiness of fabric and

warmth! Sizes for women and misses.

 
        
 

     

Now Greatly Reduced!

WASHABLE RAYON
MARQUISETTE PANELS
Je B4-Inch Length, Were 89¢____.cacn 99C

vc 63-inch Length, Were $Ieach 69¢

Je 12-Inch Length, Were $1.10__—.cacn 19€

5 81-Tnch Length, Ware $1.29____.scn 89€C

Kk 90-inch Langth,Wore$1.39.__...un $1

+ + + Hey wash like much higher priced too! All
are lustrous rayons for any room in the house! Ivory
or ecru. Buy now!

   

 

REGULAR 5 FAMOUS
CHATHAM BLANKETS
250% Wool, 50% rayon and 325% cotton
blended forreal warmth and durability! 3 99 :
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.-for a Happy

NEW YEAR

BELTINGS
With a BRIGHT
OUTLOOK

FOR JANUARY

52
Get a headstart on "42
smartness with one of our
belting fashions! We
sketch two . . . we've

scores of others!

53
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BRAND
SHOES
forboys and girls |
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