
 

 

* HOLLYWOOD
1940 Was Leap Year, but Leaping
Was Mostly Toward Divorce Court

 

By PAUL HARRISON
Times Special Writer

HOLLYWOOD, Dec. 31.—Maybe 1940 was a Leap Year, as the calen-

dar says; but romantically, most of the leaping was done in the direc~
tion of the divorce courts. Never before, not even during its wildest

Jazz-age adolescence, has Hollywocd hung up such a sorry record.

There have been more divorces in some previous years, but never such §#
an unfavorable balance of divorces

people whose names should be fa-
miliar to fans who read a lot of

movie news, the year brought 33 di-

vorces, 25 marriages. But the ratio

becomes 22-t0-12 when the list is
whittled down to notables known to

almost everyone.

Two dissolutions were not surpris-
although when Ginger Rogers

went to court last March after a
: four-year separation from Lew
Ayres, she managed a few tears as
she testified: “He told me to get
out, and there was nothing else to
do.” Constance Bennett omitted hjs-
trionics when she put aside her
third mate, the Marquis de la Fa-
laise de la Courdray,

= EJ #

‘THERE WERE several break-ups,
though, among pairings which the
movie colony had begun to consider
permanent. Dolores Del Rio and
Cedric Gibbons had been together
10 years. After 18 years, Mrs. Ro-
land Young testified her husband
had, “ceased to care.’ Director
Frank Borzage and Rena Borzage
separated on their 24th wedding an-
niversary. And the Hal Roaches
had been married 25 years when she
obtained a legal separation.
The shortest period of married

happiness was that of Priscilla Lane
and Orin Hagllind. When she asked
a divorce last April it was revealed
they had married secretly Jan. 23,
in and had separated the next

Hedy Lamarr declared that during
15 months of marriage to Gene
Markey he spent only four evenings
alone with her at home. Gloria
Dickson said Perce Westmore would
telephone her every morning at 1
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to weddings. For example: Among
 

o’clock and that this interfered with
her rest.

DICK FORAN AND Mrs. Ruth
Piper Hollingsworth Foran even
consulted a psychoanalyst in a futile
effort to bolster their crumbling

Helen Vinson and Fredmarriage.

Perry tried a reconciliation which
didn't work, and John and Elaine
Barrymore attempted three.

The Great Profile holds the mar-
ital record; but nobody has such a
rapidly fluttering heart as Peggy
Ann Kent. Last SePtember, at 23;
she went to Reno to shake off her
third husband, Ernie Westmore.
Most amusing grounds for divorce

was Carole Landis’ statement that
Willis Hunt Jr. called her “a damn
fool, like everybody else in motion

pictures.”
Among other players—oh, yes,

Jimmy Roosevelt—who have been
involved in divorce actions during
1940, are: Mischa Auer, Alice Faye,

Tony Martin, Vivien Leigh, Brenda
Marshall, Wayne Morris, Laurence
Oliver, Luise Rainer, Martha Raye,
Lana Turner and Johnny Weiss-
muller,

2 2. 8
MOST STRIKING TREND was

the number of December-May ro-

mances. William Powell began the

sequence in January by eloping with
24-year-old Diana Lewis. The actor
was 47 at the Time, and had known
her only three weeks. In April
caine the marriage of George Jes-

sel, 42, and Lois Andrew, a preco-
cious show girl just turned 16.

Other weddings involving a con-
siderable difference in ages were:
Oliver Hardy, 42, and Lucille Jones,

26; Herbert Marshall, 50, and the

considerably younger Lee Russell;
Buster Keaton, 44, and dancer
Eleanor Norris, 21; Fritz Feld, 40,
and Virginia Kraft, 22; producer
Nunnally Johnson, 42, and Doris

Bowden, 25.

 

WHEN DOES IT START?
CIRCLE

“Love Thy Neighbor,” with Jack
Benny, Fred Aner Mary Martin. at

4:12, 6:43, 0:24 and 12:02.
Meet the Wildeat, ? with Rsiph

Bellamy. Margaret Lindsay. at 11
1:30, 4:05, 6:35 and 9

INDIANA

“Sante Fe Trail,” with Errol Flynn,
olivia de Haviland,=aymondMassey

“11:17, 1:50, 56, 9:29 and

“March of Timen at 1:29, 4:02,
6:35, 9:08 and 11:4

rons
“Comrade x” with Clark Gable,

Hed
12:25, 3:20, 6.
“The Golden ' Fleecing,” with Lew

Ayres, Rita Johnson, at 11:05, 2:05,
, 10:50 and 1

LYRIC
Vaudeville, with Nick Lucas,

sta e at 12:38, 3:28. 6:138 and 9:01,
ind the os with Lloyd

Nolan. Doris Davenport. Frank Al-
Dorfson at 11:09, 1:59, 4.49, 7:50 and

Midnight Show: Vaudeville at
11:58; #Who Hille Aunt Maggie?”
on screen at 1:   
 

 

 

DANCE TONITE
Novelties — Favors — Fun

(LUB BALLROOM
Fountain Square Theatre Bldg

$1.25 ‘includes Table and Tax

Until 9:30 P. M. Box Office

Open at 8 P. M. DR. 5413   

Here are
“Frankie and

Johnnie”

and “two

. members of
their band who

will entertain

New Year's
Eve patrons at

the Hotel
- Washington
Sapphire Room.

Frankie is

Frank ' Strange
(standing) ;

Johnnie is John:
Gilliland

(center) ;
the others are
al Morgan

SR (left) and

LL Paul’ McCurdy.

 

Eve celebrants along our main stem

 

From Code
ToDrama

That's James Thurber, Co-

Author of 'Male Animal.’

A prosaic job as code clerk in the

State Department, during the first
World War, was the springboard
from which James Thurber leaped
to prominence as writer, artist and
now as playwright.
With Elliott Nugent, with whom

he was graduated from Ohio State
University in 1920, he is co-author
of “The Male Animal,” which begins
a three-day engagement at English’s
Thursday night.
In Mr. Thurber’s humorous auto-

biography, “My Life and Hard
Times,” he traces the beginning of
his career at Ohio State, where he
had been editor of the campus
monthly, associate editor of the cam-
pus daily, and a frequent player in
Stroller productions. After doing
his stint for the Government, he
worked on the Columbus (O.)  Dis-
patch, the Paris Herald and the New

York Evening Post.
E. B. White, whom he met at a

cocktail party, introduced him to
Harold Ross, editor of the New
Yorker Magazine, who engaged him,
somewhat to his bewilderment, as
managing editor. By dint of hard
work Mr. Thurber managed to work
his way down to editing the Notes
and Comments column.
He is now merely a contributor,

albeit a highly valuable one, to the
New Yorker. It was Mr. White like-
wise who first persuaded him that

his scratch and -scribblings might
serve as illustrations for their book,
“Is Sex Necessary?” His drawings
have since almost eclipsed his writ-
ing, much to his own dismay.
Naturally enough, since Mr. Nu-

gent was an established actor before
he went to college, he and Mr. Thur-
ber occasionally discussed the idea
of writing a play together during
their student days. Nothing ever
came of it, however, until the spring
of 1939 when Mr. Thurber decided
to visit Hollywood and write one. He
spent the summer with Nugent and
his typewriter; the result was “The
Male Animal,” which has just termi-
nated an eight months’ run on
Broadway.  
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New Year's Eve Shows
Scheduled-All Over Town

Although nobody ever confused Monument Circle with Times Square,
there promises to be more brightlights and entertainment for New Year’s

and byways than in several years.
There will be floor shows in addition to dancing at the Columbia

Club, Indianapolis Athletic Club and Athenaeum Turners, among other
spots. The Hotel Washington's Sapphire Room will have the dance team

of Earl and Josephine Leach in ad-
dition to Frankie and Johnnie's Or-
chestra.

Fred Steele will be holding forth
with his orchestra at Tom Devine’s
Music Hall in the old Academy of
Music Building. And downstairs Mr.
Devine has further entertainment
planned.in the smaller and more in-
timate confines of the Gay Nineties

Grille,
Many Dances Billed

The Hotel Antlers will have two
bands for its patrons and there will

be music, dancing and accompanying
festivities at such other downtown
spots as the Murat, the Indiana
Roof and the Crystal Ballroo

There'll be plenty going on outside

the mile square, too. A special dance
is scheduled at Chic Myers’ Chatter-
box Club in Fountain Square. Corky’s
orchestra will be at Sky Harbor;
Den Zell has Pinky Porter and his
band engaged; Chic Raimondi’s or-
chestra will be at the Chicken Loop;
the Starlite Plantation will have a
band and floor show for its guests,
and there's also a New Year's party
planned at the Bandwagon. Wil-
liamson’s Variety Serenaders and a

floor show are booked at the Lake-
shore Country Club.
For those who want to see the

Old Year out in an energetic
fashion, the Coliseum will have a
late skating party continuing into
the early part of 1941. And for the
celebrants who wish 1941 to find
them in a relaxed and temperate
state, the downtown movies are all
running midnight shows.

Vaudeville to Be Altered

The picture houses will run their
regular bills (including the new
films opening at Loew’s and the In-
diana today) with the exception of
the Lyric, which will bring in a
comedy called “Who Killed Aunt
Maggie?” as a special film attrac-
tion. The current vaudeville acts
will also be altered somewhat to fit
the occasion and prevent boredom
for those in the audience who may
have seen the regular show already.
And it practically goes without

saying that there will be midnight
burlesque shows at the Fox and
Mutual.

\
Four Shows in One

‘Some of the neighborhood
theaters are planning midnight
shows tonight in addition to the
rather general policy of a holiday
matinee tomorrow.

Certainly the biggest show this
evening will be the one offered at
the Fountain Square. ‘Not content
with a double or even a triple
feature, Manager Earl Cunningham
has booked four movies and a few
assorted shorts, beginning at 7 p.
m. and continuing well past 1 a. m.
And as one of the most hearten-

ing statements of the waning year,
Mr. Cunningham appends the fol-
lowing note to his announcement:
“Four features will positively NOT

be our policy. This is Jus; §for New
Year's Eve.”

Exhibitor oat
Fight Over Lease

- LOS ANGELES, Dec. al (U. P.).
—Showing of German-made motion
pictures, however innocent the pur-
pose, is a “means for fomenting
hatred, criticism and enmity,” the
Superior Court held today in up-
holding the right of two theater
owners to cancel a lease. 

FOUNTAIN R=
SQUARE

~The theater proprietors, Dr. Peter
Riccardi and Roger Rogers, can-
celed the lease which permitted
Franz K. Ferenz use of their thea-
ter. They charged he had been ex-
hibiting. German propaganda in
films furnished at no cost by the
German consulate.

Superior Judge Clement L. Shinn,
in denying Mr. Ferenz $19,000 dam-
ages and return of control of the
theater, said the pictures shown by
Mr. Perenz tended to cause strife
and dissatisfaction among different
groups and therefore were detrimen-

6000 TO PAY INTO
'BUNDLES' FUND

HOLLYWOOD, Dec. 31 (U. P.).—
Reservations for the “Bundles for

British” program tomorrow night
indicate that more than 6000 per-
sons-will pay from $1 to $3 into
a fund for the British War Relief
Committee.

‘ The charity program will be
‘| broadcast nationally over the NBC-
Blue netwbrk. Among film and radio
stars participating will be Ronald
Colman, Spencer Tracy, Jack Benny,
Mickey Rooney, Claudette Colbert,
Brian Donlevy and Myrna Loy.
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LIBRARY GETS
MEMORIALGIFT

~ OF 304 BOOKS
Collection From Yale Press

Is Given in Honor of

Frederic M. Ayres.
. A collection of 304 books, valued
at more than $1100, has been given
to the Indianapolis Public Library
as a memorial to the Jate eric
M. Ayres, Librarian L. L. Dickerson
told the School Board last night.
. The gift, selected from the publi-
cations of the Yale University Press,
was made by donors who wished to

‘anonymous, Mr. Dickerson
said.
In other business before the Board,

supply expenses totaling more than
$11,000 were approved. The Board
granted four leaves of absence, ap-
proved five resignations and named
six new school employees.

Set Up Fund Tr Needy

The Board algd approved establish-
ment of a $1000 Anna E. Wysong
Fund for assistance of needy pupils
at Shortridge High School.
Accompanying the Frederic M.

Ayres Memorial Collection were 350
copies of a specially designed book-
plate which reads: “A gift in mem-
ory of Frederic Murray Ayres of the
class of 1892, Sheffield Scientific
School, Yale University,” Mr. Dick-
erson told the Board.
From a catalog of publications,

the heads of the City library were

permitted to make a selection of
new volumes from the Yale Press.

It was not the aim of the donors,
Yale Treasurer George Parmly Day
wrote Mr. Dickerson, for the collec-
tion to be maintained intact in the

Central Library, but distributed to
the best advantage among the City
branches.

Display Scheduled

At the suggestion of Mr. Day,
however, that the collection be dis=
played intact for a while, it will be
at the Central Library during the

week of Jan. 13. Anyone desiring,
may make reservations for any of
the books exhibited at the Central
Library, Mr. Dickerson said,

“Without exception,” Mr. Dicker-
son said, “the books received are of
unusual interest and importance. I
think it is one of the best collec-

selected today.

“Particularly noteworthy are two
outstanding publications of histories
of America of all times: ‘The

Pageant of America’ in 15 volumes

Jand “The Chronicles of America’ in
50 volumes. The entire collection is
of an unusually useful and practical
nature.

2 Members Honored

“The fact that it was given in
memory of Frederic Murray Ayres

makes it doubly welcome to this
library.”

The School Board paid tribute to
two members, John F. White and

Earl Buchanan, who were attending
their last meeting as members after
four-year terms.

They will be replaced by Theodore
Locke and Roscoe Conkle, who were
elected in 1938

DeWitt S. Morgan, Schools Su-
perintendent, recommended the
opening of an additional session of
tha Emergency Industrial Training
Schools as part of the National De-
fense Training Program at Manual

Training, Tech, Crispus Attucks and
Washington High Schools.

The Anna E. Wysong bequest was
given to Shortridge High School by
Mrs. Verna Wysong Bright from the

proceeds of her mother’s will in re-
turn for the School Board's promise
of a waiver of the original will
which bequeathed all her properties
to the School Board after certain
contingencies were met.

New Appointments

New appointments were Mrs.
Edith B. Griffin, acting librarian;

Hazel Jane Hall and Marjorie L.
Jessee, grade teachers; Marjorie
Anne Lawson, social worker, and
Dorothy Perdue and Bonnie Goth,
social service clerks.
Resignations .accepted were those

of Isabel Garrison and Marion
Sayler Masarachia, librarian; Eliza-
beth Karsell, social service worker,
and Elizabeth Harker and Leatrice
Collins, social service clerks.

I.eaves were granted to Phyllis L.
Jones, school nurse; Louise Hocken-
smith, social service clerk; Wanda
Johnson, grade teacher, and Judith

Sollenberger, library assistant.

AFTERNOON'S HUNT
BRINGS $750 RETURN
JEFFERSON, O,, Dec. 31 (U. P.).

—The autograph collecting hobby
of E. C. Lampson, Jefferson editor,

has taken on the aspects of big
business.
Mr. Lampson’s attic-rummaging

has yielded him as much as $750 in

a single afternoon. He earned this
amount when he found a bundle
of letters written by John Brown
of Harpers’ Ferry fame. ;

He specializes in Presidents’
autographs, however, of which his
collection now has 31.
According to Mr. Lampson, letters

written by Benjamin Harrison are
among the most valuable. Depend-

ing on subject matter in them,
prices range from $10,000 to $30,-
000. ‘A letter by James Buchanan,
written while hewas postmaster
at Baltimore,also is highly valued.
On the other hand, George Wash-

ington's letters have sold for as
little at $2, Mr. Lampson said. eo
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 SEGOND SEMESTER BEGINS JANUARY 30
For Information Write

President 1. J. Good, Indiana Central College,

Indianapolis Indiana

tions of 300 volumes that could be

Infantile Paralysis.

With President Roosevelt's birth-
day, Jan. 30, just a month away,

more than 50 county organizations
have announced they will celebrate
the event by sponsoring benefits, the
funds to go to the National Founda-
tion for Infantile Paralysis.

Meanwhile, Don F. Stiver, state
chairman of the Indiana committee,
announced that Keith Morgan, na-

tional chairman of the ‘Fight Infan-
tile Paralysis” campaign, will be a
luncheon guest here next Tuesday
and will deliver a radio address.
Governor-elect Henry F. Schrick-

er, local and state fund leaders and
dignitaries from Kentucky will be
guests at the luncheon at the In-
dianapolis Athletic Club.

20 Dances Scheduled

Mr. Morgan will be accompanied
here on his nation-wide air tour by

George W. Johnstone, chairman of
the national radio committee, and
Tom Wrigley, national publicity di-
rector.

More than 20 dances already have

been scheduled by the Marion
County chapter on the date of the
President's birthday, Jan. 30.
Other affairs, to be held from Jan.

13 to Jan. 30, include card parties,
basketball games and other athletic
contests.
Fifty per cent of the funds col-

lected will be allocated to the Riley
Hospital, the James E. Roberts

School for Crippled Children, School
26 for ColoredCrippled Children
and the City Hospital. The rest
will be sent to the National Founda-
tion.

Dances and Sponsors

The dances and their sponsors al-
ready scheduled are:

K. of C. auditorium.

erated Men’s and Women’s Clubs of
Indianapolis at. the Riley Room,
Claypool Hotel. The Riley Room
will be donated for the evening by
the hotel.
The South Side Turners and the

South Side Indianapolis Civic and
Business Men’s Clubs at the South
Side Turners Hall.
The Central Labor Union, affili-

ated with the A. F. of L., at the

Indiana ballroom.
The Indianapolis Elks at the Ant-

lers Hotel.
The Joint Colored Organizations

of Indianapolis, at the Walker Ca-
sino. : :
The Shriners of Indianapolis and

city, county and state administra-
tions, at the Murat Temple.

C. Y. O. at Hoosier Club

The Catholic Youth Organization
of Indianapolis, at the Hoosier Ath-

letic Club. .
The Syrian Lebanon American

Brotherhood at the Brotherhood
Hall, 2245 Riverside Drive.

The Loyal Order of Moose and
Women of the Moose at the Moose
Hall, 135 N. Delaware St.

The 50-50 Club, Inc., at the 50-50
Club Hall, 211 N. Delaware St.
The Indianapolis Saengerbund, at

the Saengerbund Hall, 491% Ss. Del-
aware St.
The West Indianapolis Civic Clubs

" lunder the sponsorship of Tony
Flack, at Municipal Gardens.
Decatur Central, Warren Central,

Speedway, Southport and New
Bethel high schools.

Skating at Coliseum

A dance also will be held by junior
members of the Bruce P. Robinson
Post, American Legion, Saturday,

Jan. 25, at 4141 College ‘Ave., under
the sponsorship of Mrs. Fred C. Has-
selbring.
Qther affairs planned are ice skat-

ing at the Coliseum, wrestling
matches at the National Guard
Armory and a dance at the South
Shore Country Club?
The Women’s Division of the

Marion County chapter has planned
an event Wednesday, Jan. 29
Junior groups wishing to sponsor

Plans for the state’s participation in the satioiial fight Exit in-
fantile paralysis are mapped by Mrs. W. D. Keenan (left), newly ap-
pointed vice director of the Woman's Division of the Indiana Commit-
tee; Mrs. George W. Jaqua, newly named director of thedivision, and
Don F. Stiver, Indiana state chairman for the National Foundation for

50 Groupsin County Plan
Dances to Honor President

American Legion, Legion Auxiliary |:
and the Knights of Columbus at the|'

B’Nai B'rith and the Jewish Fed-|

 

benefits have been asked to call
Mrs. Clayton Ridge, junior director,
at IR. 1663.

Besides Governor-elect Schricker,
special guests at the luncheon next
Tuesday will be Judge J. J. Kava-
nagh of Kentucky, Irvin Abél of
Louisville, Ky.; Walter S. Green-
ough, Mrs. James L. Murray, Wil-
liam Storen, Mrs. W. D. Keenan,

Dr. Matthew Winters, Eugene C.
Pulliam Sr., Thomas A. Hendricks,
Fred Hoke, Floyd I. McMurray,
James W. Carr, Dr. John W. Ferree
and Sam Murbarger.

VIGILANTES FORMED

WILMINGTON, Del., Dec. 31 (U.

P.).—A. civil protection committee

of the Delaware Council for Na-

tional Defense has been organized

here to fight sabotage and sub-

versive activities in the Wilming-

ton area. The committee is headed
by Andrew J. Kavanaugh. super-

| Photography—

KODAK ISSUES
POSITIVEFILM

Fast, Direct Panchromatic
Emulsion to Be Boon for

Slide Projector. ~~ |

Here's something that no doubt

will be received with cheers by the

owners of small slide. projectors.,

Eastman has just brought out a
new fast Kodak Direct Positive Pan<
chromatic film. Whenyou shoot it
you get apostive picture instead of
a negative.
You have to use Eastman'’s special

soup for processing but you don’t
have ta flash it in the light to re-
verse it. You just develop as usual,
It comes in eight-exposure rolls

for Kodak Bantam cameras and in
36-exposure magazines for 35 mm
cameras. It is of 50 Weston speed
in daylight, 40 Weston tungsten, and

is a type C pan, with the same filter
factors as for other Kodak type O
pan films.
With this film you can.make not

- {only positive shots for projection,
but you can make copies of charts,
paintings, photographic prints.

® ” ”

"Winter Pictures' Contest

The Bell Telephone Camera Club
will hold a “winter pictures” contest
at the Jan. 14 meeting in the old
Washington Exchange Building, 40th
St. and Central Ave. Members may
enter any number of prints (winter
scenes, holidayshots, etc.) of any
size, mounted or unmounted.
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ULL IRE LYLE
SECOND SEMESTER BEGINS FEBRUARY 3RD

Painting *¢
Teachers’ Training

Sculpture Advertising Art
® Evening Classes

 

 

 

 

 
    Main Office, PT N. Delaware"St,

Affiliated with Butler University

1941
WITH MUSIC
Our faculty of 80 expert teachers
are available to students of all
ages. We offer bachelor and mas-
ter degrees in our Collegiate De-
partment.

WRITE FOR CATALOG
' AND TERMS
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Consider . . .

FUT

completed in 1928.

Now .
process of construction.

Consider
Training, the Ministry,

Pre-Dietetics.

Second Semester Jan. 28  
Butler University’s

Butler University is a growing institution in a growing
city. Since 1921 her assets have increased from $600,000 to bet-
ter than $6,000,000. The Arthur Jordan Memorial Hall was

. . a beautiful College of Religion building is in

Build for your future with a sturdy cultural foundation.
... + the Professions—Business, Journalism, Teacher

Pre-Library,

Pre-Nursing, Pre-Dentistry, Pre-Forestry, Pre-Engineering and

Affiliations with Arthur Jordan Conservatory
John Herron Art School
Indiana Law School of Indianapolis

INDIANAPOLIS

URE

Pre-Medical, Pre-Law,

Evening Division Jan. 21
INDIANA  
 
  

 

services.   <

GREETINGS TO THE CITIZENS OF INDIANA
Purdue University Welcomes the Opportunity Provided by the

NEW YEAR
\'To Continue and Expand Its Services to the State \

During 1941, the University, as a servant of the people of the}state and na-
tion, will focus its attention on—

Undergraduate and graduate instruction for close to 8,000 students.

Direct, practical help for from 40,000 to 45,000 citizens through themedium of.
short courses, conferences and conventions held on the campus.

Direct aidfor over 3,000,000 Indiana residents through various extension

A continuation of significant research projects.

PURDUEUNIVERSITY
LAFAYETTE, IND

Write Editor for Catalog

_ Second Semester Registrati n—Jan
Eight Weeks’ WinterCotirdesin tie

      


