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WE’RE NOT ALL FORTUNATE
IT is unfortunati but nevertheless true, that in the best of

times there are many individuals who need help. Some|

may be temporar,xly unemployed. Some may be unemploy-

n or another.

able for one r
ance. Orphan:;sﬁ:hﬂdren constitute another part of thej
problem. The list is long and the need is ever-present,< 10{.¢
The city’s industrial machine may be:h ‘m-

matter how well
ming.

We believe that fact needs to be emphasized ! ias this
year’s Clothe-A-Child campaign moves into the ﬁna,l two
weeks of its activity.

Some of us xl;y have the feeling that with defense in-
dustries booming, there is little need for. Christmas. chanty
giving. The truth is that the need is greater than ever.
There are thousa ids of men in Indlanapohs who cannot find
work in our expanding industrial plants because they lack
training. It is in tthis group that much of the need centers:

The Indianapolis Times started the Clothe-A-Child
movement becaude it believed (and we still believe) that
youngsters must not be kept down because their families
are unable to protrlde all that they need. Warm, new cloth-
ing means morte\to these little children than just plain
Christmas. It means an increase in morale so that they no
longer feel ashalnl.:d of tattered clothes in:their schoolrooms
" and so that they may concentrate on their schoolwork.

Clothe-A-Child is actually ‘a Christmas gift that
reaches beyond Christmas. You can see it in the e;:es of
orphans and those youngsters from families which ‘“have
never had a break.” Fig

If you can, help clothe a chlld

- LABOR’S RESPONSIBILITY

PLEDGE to co-operate in “uninterrupted production in

defense: mdustnes” is made by the Labor Advisory
Commxttee to the National Defense Commission. :

Serving-on | the committee which enunciated this sane
and patrlotlc pd cy are representatlves of six A. F. of L.
unions, six C: 1. O: uniens and the four railway brotherhoods

—spokesmen’ for, “workers: in such key industries as steel,
coal, aircraft, awtomob1les, textlles, building construction,
machine tools and the railroads; -

The specific pledge is: No strikes in defense mdustnes
‘until all of the | Government’s conc1hat1on fatilities have
been exhausted. | In a statement elaborating on the great
importance of continuous production for defense needs, the
committee appea ed to range itself on the side of the sug-
gestions made often lately that the Government expand
its mediation facilities. One proposal is that all defense
industries be brought under a mediatory system modeled
after the Railwaj Mediation Act, which has been so success-
ful in keeping t ‘{1
years.  This syst m—-w1th its cooling-off periods for nego-
tiation, mediation, fact-finding reports, and access to arbi-
tration—is one which should succeed in other industries
as well as it hagv on the railroads. Under such a system
labor does not sl.u-render its right to strlke, yet seldom does
it resort to a walkout.

Labor’s great stake in keeping the defeme wheels
tuitiing” was eloguently expressed-by the trade-union ad-
visory group. |

“Labor recognizes fully that if the democratic way of
life is to be preserved and enlarged our country must pre-
pare itself: for total defense—morally and materially,” sa.ld
this committee. |

“Labor knows that it is the first to be trampled under
the march of dlttatorshlp Labor knows that if workers
are to remain frée men, and keep their free choices, democ-
racy—as a living faith, as a living reality—must be equipped
to meet the threat of totalitarianism, within ‘and without.”

\

ELECTION; POST MOR’I‘EM

A FEDERAL Grand Jury in Washington, D. C, is trying
to find:out whether there were any violations of the

Corrupt Practices Act or the Hatch Act in the recent Presi-

dential campaign.

A Senate Committee is reported to be.engaged in a|
similar inquiry. Its:chairman, Senator Gillette, recently es-
timated that a.ro&nd $20,000,000 was spent in the campaign.
If true, that’s about $14, 000 060 more than the law allows—
or, perhaps it would be‘more preclse to say it is that much
more than Congress mtended to allow. For in passing the
last Hatch Act Congress stipulated that $3,000,000 should

_be the top-limit expendrture of a committee handling a Pres-

,idential candidafe’s -campaign. But in the recent contest.
there were several committeés and organizations, not very
closely tied in with the regular Republican and Democratic
organizations, atid they operated independently in raising
and spending campaign funds. Was the law thus violated,
or merely avoided? That is something for the Grand Jury
and the Cotrts Eto determine.

~ Should the [laws be revised? For mstance, ghould: the
loopholes of the Ilatch Act be closed to forbid in future elec-
tions the functioning of multiple political committees with.

chests? Should the limit for each Pres-|

idential candidate be fixed at $3,000,000, or is-moré money
required for an adequate national campaign? Those -are
questions of po icy for Congress to decide: :

Anyhow, let both the Grand Jury and:the. Senntonal
inquiries be pressed relentlessly—so the public may’learn

all the facts. H “w much was spent by the Democratic and
es, by their state com!mttees, by: the'

Republican Co

Democrats. for

by the Associatec

for Roosevelt?
~ Let the la

Wﬂlkre, by ‘the Republicans for’ Roosevelf,

s of the statute book be enforced 'and fme

[ RSED |
‘used makethelrownclothing
. Now theyloutheu’shirtsonm

mnxrmm‘

Widows gnay need assist-|:

-attack by the ‘best'
“important point to:
“bania, ‘swhere the 'indomitables had the -initiative

e trains continuously running for many |

‘Willkie Clubs, by the Independent Voters '

Fair Enough
By Westbrook Pegler

Fescus{' Defenders. in Pointing +o
_ British Retreats, Only Dishonor
The  Feats of Thelr Pals in Berlin

TEW YORK, Dec. 10—The' eomparlson between
the conduct of the Duce's dashing indomitables

in Albania and that of the British in France is not
very -complimentary
fascism, but it has been offered by some loyal fol-

lowers of Mussalini in this country | .

and therefore may be examineéd

to the Italian nation under|'.

out loud. They mey be sorrythey R

brought it up.

. 'To start with the Br!tish dis-
aster, it will be conceded- surely
that the British nation was caught
flat-footed even after a year of
borrowed time, and that the force

was a bow-and-arrow army by |-

comparison with the. great Ger-
machine.. The British were

man were
attacked by methods and weapons |’

never before encountered, and any
' Italian who denies that the Ger-:
supethly dishonors his comrades at- the

- Nevertheless, a.tter. a hopeless stand against the

.grea.test mﬂitary force” on earth the British reached
‘the beach ' a

j.thanks in part to their luck, most
of them .were rescued‘ In any case they were under

T in turning now to Al-.
agalnst a third-rate ‘power.

. & =

To compa.re the German army with the’ Greek
army is to belittle the Germans.to an’ insulting

‘degree and flatter:the Greeks outlandishly. And even

if ‘it be conceded that, as it has been said, some of

. those . Greeks speak” with an Australian or cockney |
accent, that doesn’t:improve the .case for fascism, |
because - the: ‘Fascists already have said that the

British fled contemptibly in France. Such teasoning
is unwise, because it argues that the Fascists’ were

the world, which is the |

o

Waer Deperi'ment Whlch Hes Been
Perfecting a Plan for 20 Years,
Can't Be Blamed for Defense Delays

b AsmNGTQN Dec. 10.~The rearmament pro-
»U gram is dawdling for two reasons. Government

Says—- : o .

| 18 not" organized - for lnduetrul mobmuﬂm, and

reither is industry.
'rhulsnott‘hetaultoftheWerepsttment This-
country made two startling . contributions to.the art
and science of major modern war
| in 1917 and 1918. One was the
selective service idea: for 'the
‘- mobilization of man power." The
other was the War Industries *
Board method for mobilizing - in=
dustry.
Botr;elther was f:snedeut of a hat,
‘were perfected through
painful period of ‘trial and ‘\
mistake and eorrectlon—\mtn, at
the end, they were working well, °
Almost as sooh as the war was
over, the War Department began
a careful study of both. Few regu-
lar omcers had been included in either effort, but
nearly all the principal actors were nvlng and the
records and reports were copious. - |
Year after year, these experienced men were
brought back to lecture class after class of officers
in the War College and Army Industrial College on
all these experiences—the underlying principles, the.

- | blunders and triumphs, ‘the blind alleys explored

doing all right until & small force of cowards joined | -

their enemy and put them to flight.

It should be remembered also that the Italians
under Mussolini had been arming, marching, shoot-'
ing, puffing out their cheeks, beating their chests and
leaping through circles of fire and over hurdles of
bayonets for 15 years. Even babies were dressed in
uniforms and taught to lisp that they were ers.
Long before Hitler came to power Mussolini’s Italy.
glorified war in song and story and the public
schools, and their aviation, which was $heir special
boast, had fattened its vanity by shooting:barnyard:
ducks in Ethiopia and Barcelona.

If any nation ever prepared for conquest, subor-
dinating all else' to thought and talk of war and
preparation for victory over weaker people. that na-
tion was Fascist Italy.

ET, when war finally came, Mussolini !einted
until the death rattle of Prance could be heard
all over the world and then stabbed the fallen neigh-
bor—a blow which should have hurt the Italian people
as much as it hurt the French. If that stroke did not
fill the Italians with.a sense of remorse and shame,
then that cancels all their boasts of superlor clvmza
tion and military valor.
‘The Fascists had been in Albania for two years,
They had had time to make the most:through prep-

arations for the conquest of a small, ;poor and {il-/

armed enemy, and their sideshow wars had given them
an opportunity to acquaint their soldiers with war
under 'comparatively safe conditions. ’I'hey did ‘ not-
have to start cold.

"But, ‘when _it happened, the indomitables were
chased out of a country in which they had every
advantage, even abandoning the seaport which the.
Duce, in his fatuous vanity, had.named for his
daughter, the wife of the boastful Count Ciano.

This was not the German war machine which dis-
graced fascism after so many years of pot-valiant
boasting. It was the army of the little: Greek nation.
It was not the British who fled, but the dashl‘ng ln-
vincibles of Benito Mussolini.

Business

By John T. Flynn

What Mr. anes Would Say if Town
In Default- to His' Bank Asked Loan

EW YORK, Dec 10.—Jesse Jones says England
is a good risk.

Mr. Jones controls a great bank in Texas. Now let.
us suppose'a Texas city’s mayor comes to him as a
banker and asks a loan of two million dollars. Mr.

Jones, being a private banker, is
interested in risks. So he asks-the
mayor some . questions. First-he-
wants to know.if the town owes
anybody else. The mayor shows
him last year’s statement. What?
says Mr. Jones. Your town al-
ready owes 33 million dollars.
That’s an enormous debt. That
means around $700 for every .man,
woman and "child in the town of
48,000. Dear me! mutfers Mr.
Jones, that isn't very good.
By the way, he asks, do you owe
us anything? The mayor sputters
a little and admits the town does. . But of course, sug-
gests Banker Jones, you have been paying your inter-
est right along. 'Phe mayor concedes he hasn’t. Well,
says Banker Jones, let me see how we stand. He calls
the bookkeeper and asks what the town owes the bank.
The bookkeeper says it is about four million dollars
and that it hasn’t paid any interest since 1933.

Well, says Mr. Jones, who:is a good deal aroused
by this time, did you get after them? And what did
they say? The bookkeeper replies that the bank’s
lawyers did get after the town but that the mayor
got very much insulted at being asked to pay. . In:
fact, he said that you, Mr. Jones, were just an old
Shylock for wanting your money.

At this Mr. Jones does not say “dear me!” ‘but uses
words which they have in Texas that are a good deal
more expressive.

He informs the mayor in very strong terms that

he admires his brass but that the bank—Private

Banker Jones’ prlvate bank—cannot consider such a
town a good ris

‘® #'s
THESF) figures for the town, the population, the.

debt are in proportion “to Britain’s .finances, |.
With 48 million people—or 37 per cent of ofir popu-'|
‘lation—she owes 33 billion dollars—or rather owed |

that as of March 31, 1939. She went into the red:

$3.070,000,000 last year. She expects to go in the red | |

$5,732,000,000 this year. It will be worse next year.
This would be_.comparable to our going into the red
16 billion -dollfirs in a single year. Britain owes us
more than fi billion ‘dollars which she quit paying
on in 1933 in spite-of the fact that she boasted after
1933 that she was recovering faster than we were. She
has literally repudiated ‘that debt; Many financial
authorities insist that Britain could not possibly pay.
If she couldn’t pay that how ¢an she take orie another

twohnuouontopthoorthreebunonswhlchm"e g

has-added since she repudiated our debt?

Shehasatsxmtenowor%percentonenm? :

panies and individuals and'next. xdnr thi) 18 toiin~
crease to 37% per cent. °

" “You may sympathize with Britai. You my"hm

Hitler. But whether Britain s’ a-good:financial risk
or not is a plain matter of- fact.' She 18 not. .Mr.

Jones :wouldn’t touch a risk like that with a.10-foot

l¢-in bank.nutheseemsw;mnztodo.ltwldx
'%on:lo s;hﬁ. money. If his bank made- g a~loan
it :‘would:certainly lose its money. But that gsall. But

if we'make this loan, we will not only lose the money |

- but couptless billions besides, because. we will be prace

sﬁmandmthmcuterthatmuveus"-

fromwer.

So They ‘Say—

WAB ‘PRISONERS are the “!orsotten men” of
my...'fmcy stronc. general secretsr,y World Ali-

b Bt vy

~|family. Is this justice? . . .

PR
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ExcU&E Me - I'M GOING ouT TD DO My CHR!S‘I’MAS SHOPPING- ,

The Hoosier Forum

1 wholly disagree with what you say, but will
defend to the death yournght to say zt.-—Voltazre.

A BOO FOR NEW DEAL’S
STAND ON VETERANS
By nm D. B., knkomo Ind,

I never miss reading the Forum
and: muyst say that I enjoy these
articles, but this is my first letter

that I have read sure sounds as
though the people are doing much
more mud slinging than anyone on
either political party did.

I am ' an ex-service man’s wife
and I think that the way the Demo-
cratie party has treated our boys
is a shame.

My husband served 18 months
overseas and is disabled. He was
refused WPA work, but the Gov-
ernment claims he isn’t disabled
enough to draw a pension. He.is
-a nervous case and has a bad heart.

Go to any big affair and I'll bet
you will see some overseas boy try-
ing to sell a button or some kind
of novelty to make g living for his

L 4 8 8
CREDITS FOREIGN POLICY
WITH F. D. R’S VICTORY .
By Claude Braddick, Kokomo, Ind. . -
The theory ;that Mr. Roosevelt
owes his- election ‘almost entirely
to reliefers and other incompetehts
is doubtless a sooﬁhing one fo the
vanity of Willkie supporters, . Un-
fortunately, “however, the size ‘and
distribution-of Mr. Roosevelt’s” plu-.
rality give unmistaka e .evidence
that -although ‘these ups  indis-
putably played al' part, thelr part
was not a decisive one.
Most impartial - observers. .credit
the ~President’s re-election to.° the
Roosevelt-Hull foreign rolicy. Peo-
ple of all walks admire its firm=
ness and decision—especially. -s0
since each of its decisions, to date;
has seemingly proved the right one.
No better example of this could
be cited than that of a few weeks
ago when Japan signed the tri-
party pact, obviously directed at
the United States. 1Its dire im-
plication fell upon the world like
a bomb-shell. This country an-
swered that threat, not with in-
decision or retraction, but with an
ominous withdrawal of :her mna-
tionals from the Far. East. £
Japan countered with-an instant
withdrawal of her claws. What else
could she do, under . the circum-
stances? Moreover, our step had
been taken without ‘inflammatory
threat and. bhmer . thus ullowing

and what I want to say is everyone|"

. Now the outcome is.that he has|..
.|to go out and beg for a living.

' -|didate. If Al Smith had any respect

(Times readers are invited
to express jtl‘ieir views in
these columns, religious con-
troversies “excluded. ‘Make

. your letters short, so all can
"have a chance. Letters must
be signed, but names will be’

*“withhéld on. request.)

Japan to back down without losing
face.

s 8 =
DOUBTING THE MERIT OF
POST-ELECTION .UNITY
By Ben Wright, Clayton, Ind.

How should we regard those whom
we- have elected to public office? -
A popular conception is expressed
in this quotation from “DEMANDS
RESPECT FOR PRESIDENCY" in
last Tuesday’s Forum. ‘“Respect is
always accorded those chosen " to
public office by a free and intelligent
people rega.rdless of their opinion:or
policies."

I llstened numerous: speakers
for hoth mejo’tl? parties and I got the
impression’ that. mone of ‘them had
much respect: for the opposing can-

for -Mr: ‘Roosevelt or Harold Ickes
for Mr. Willkie, they were able to
concesl it. ‘Now if you give the
hundreds ‘of -campaign workers all
over theicountry credit for honestly
expressing: their sincere convictions,
'we must’ als6-give them credit for
beinig sufficfently human to retain
the same eenvlctions after tlection
as bef
If a poutlca.l leader, after careful
consideration and  investigation,
considers an opposing candidate to
beincompetent, unfit, a foe of labor,
ess, the underprivileged, and
the aged, and also a menace to our
form of government; and so advises
the nation on Nov. 4th, I don’t-ex-
pect him to say on Nov. 6th, “Now
that Blank has been elected forget
all the things I told you about him.
We must no longer think or say
those things or we won’t be good
Americans.”
.No sir—if what we have been told
ls true, we can have no respect for
ofﬁce holders. If it is not true,
then our leaders have lied to us and
we therefore can give them no re-
spect. Remember, this:would be true
regardless of the election outcome.
OQur system is not conducive of re-’
spect for the seekers or winners of
public office.
I do not approve of rabid, partisan
hatred among us voters but I think
it is mofe unforgivable among those

Side Glances—By Galbralth

who shape our opinions by word and
pen.
t » s
A SLAM AT HOOVER
ON THE FOOD ISSUE
By Harry C. Matlin™
.Here of late I have been rea.dmg

Jof a man whom ‘we all know .well,

and. whose name takes me back

- {ahout. nine .or ten years ago when

things were really black for the big-
gest majority of us, and lookifig for
revolution on every hand due to &

1good majority of real Americans go-

ing hungry, losing their life savings
and what little property they called
home. -

Just becatise this l!'eht humanitar»
jan and: good. st that “he
is. trying to- mak;e himselt out 10

their situsﬁon then, but-now.._he
makes alot of noise about getting
fooc_l through the English Blockade
to the starving Europeans, or, we
will say, to Hitler's army, because,
if any food got into those coun-
tries, ‘that's right where it would
'finally land—in the dirty German
soldiers’ mess kit. -

-‘Being a World War Veteran, with
two years overseas, through that
last big fracas, makes- me _laugh
every time I think of Hoover being
a humanitarian to :ahything but
himself. If he is so kind, why didn’t
he take the opportunity in 1931 and
1932 to do something for the real
and loyal Americans that so needed
it then. o

P :
PROTEST REGISTERED
BY ABSENTEE VOTER
By R. E. Hill

I am one of  the many railroad

for it regardless of evidence to the
contrary. - -

Iam awsy from home in my wor;k
sa I have to vote by absent ballbt. I
voted in 1936 against the New Deal,
but my ballot was.never sent:put to
my voting place to be ¢ I
Inever complained about it,.b thls
year I voted by absent balot also;

my ballot had been taken:out of the
envelope and replaced by a straight
Democrat vote. Now I think the
Election Board here at Castleton
(which is my voting place) are all
|honorable gentlemen, but I think 1t
is about time ‘to clean house ¢

at the Marion County Court. House,
for I think there is a law against
tampering wlth a taxpuyg's “ballot: -

WANTS ISLANDS m
TO GIVE nnrnsn é :
By K. J T.

pointed out that our relations With
and ‘that some day:

‘misunderstands |
|ings may arise which would:jeopars| ymarics
dize our lease on those:recently sc--—"'

quired islands in the Atiantic.
There is no question that weh

and the Panama Canal. ‘'We shoulg
own them ou

. Your editorial offers the solution,
Britain needs cash. We: need:the
bases. Let the two govemnients

i |get" together and decide on a pirice.
[The proceeds should give

plenty of cash to fight Hitler, and}{"
:lhould give us added security on thls
de.

g toease| :

workers that do not agree with the|i
New Deal, and I have never voted!}|

‘William Philip Simis pérformed-
a useful public serviee: when. he the

these bases to protect our coast e!tfes :

and all the stone walls against which these ploneers
had butted their heads. :

S a result of all these studies and stones. the
War Department drew up plans for both mobili-
zations for major war—men and materials. Year
after year, these plans were revised and carefully
checked with the veterans of the earlier effort.

On the principle of industrial mobilization, of
which he had directed the 1918 effort, Bernard M.
Baruch devoted much of his time and energy, :
patiently helping the War Department to perfect an
adaptation of his original plan to every changing
circumstance. '

When this emergency arrived, the War Departe

‘| ment was ready with plans complete almost to the

Jlast comma for both selective servlce and the indus-

°| trial effort.

The War Department’s draft plnn was permitted
to be put into effect with very few changes, but, for
some reason, its equally well constructed and war
tested plan for industrial mobilization was ditched.

The result is before your eyes. The draft machinery
is running as well as any such great effort could be
expected to run. In industrial mobilization we are
repeating by page and number and almost by date
every. single blunder of 1917 and 1918. These all had
| been plotted and provided against in the War Depart-
ment plan.
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IT is xmpossible to carry on without confusion, waste

‘and delay an armament program running into

billions - by simply flinging it to a peace-rigged

industry as a bone is tossed to a dog. It requires

careful organization of both demand and - supply,

organization ofethe many and sometimes conflicting .

Government proecurement agencies, as. well as organi-

zation of the myriad producing agencies of industry: .
That has not been.done and that is what is the

matter with ‘things.

As this column has repeatedly insisted, control of

price inflation is an absolute. necessity. It-can be.
done. It hasn’t been done. Already, it has been .
estimated that such inflation since this program--
began will cost our country at least '‘an additional <
$2,250,000,000. That is just a beginning.
- don't’ know how long we are going to continue
fumbling with this thing. I am not one of those who
favor: betting . everytmng ‘on, Britain, but whether for
our oWn or Britain'’s sake, we must provide some
organization and . epntrn)s to get the production of
1 which . America - !.s\_ ole: and to get it wlthout
utravagsnt s

The art of war hu‘_r.nmged 50 far that, regardiess
ofmymuttarybackMIdecmheﬂnzthu
column touted as-“expert mili ent.” But
from intense:and peculiar experi 1ce, I do regard
myself as an expert on °2§2 id what is
ssid here is not conjectur ;

A Woman s Vlewpomf

By Mrs. Walter Ferguson

I'M tired of hearing the young: insulted. 'I‘hey‘re
soft; they're weak; they're “fraidy cats.” So goes
the wail
I don’t believe it. The person who takes the
trouhle to become acquainted with a number of high=
school and college students, and
who is willing to listen to their
opinions, doesn.‘t ful.mt civilizae.
tion will fall s ?h
passing of .the mature”
On the odhtrary.
from the taunting #
quicker it gets out |
- ising

o ‘thelr:i
forget " every . progressive
“movement has heen led by rebels,
' "Most of these youngsters will ace
‘cépt no idea until it has been well examined. Even
junior-high school pupils are prepared to stand up in
meeting and speak their minds. They have clear-cut
opinions. And college men and. women, @lthough
they often present & frivolous !ront are thinking seri-
ously about the strange world they are about to enter.
Benteath their carefree, sophisticated, and sometimes
- graceless exterior exists a hard core of common sense
and a burning desire’ wm o the bottom of these
grave questions which bother us all.

I believe, moreover, that the man who accuses
them of cowardice doesn’t understand the meaning
\of bravery. Put to the test, the majority woyld show -
true valor just.as they have already shown a sur=
pr!stng ount of independence in

" Naturally, life will tone down their. enthususms.

‘compromisss- ‘are  necessary, and that
et and women are too frail of spirit

Britain may not always be: pleasmt

mkeaworseonethnnmd!d
Yo trust our ‘country’s defense to thei:
g rehabmtetion or societ! to

3

Watchlng Your Health

By-Jane Stafford

mthmlonoernmlmtothe ymms
strong. Older people ‘even frail ones; can
its benefits, thanks to modern developments in
surgery and. snesthesil In fact, the situation

5535 >
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