
ORSEFIGHTNAZIS:
~ COPENHAGEN FALLS

German Troops vate Scandinavia and Create New War

Front; Allies Promise Oslo to Send

Immediate Aid. :

(Continued from Page One)

mark and Norway had been long planned and with the same

precise attention to detail and time-table efficiency that

arked the German blitzkrieg on Poland, the invasion of

ustria and the march into Czechoslovakia.

French reports for some days have mentioned unusual

military movements along the German Baltic Coast and to-

ay it wassaid that practice landing and unloading opera-

ionshad been carried on by German troop units for weeks.

The German attack was carried out by a flotilla esti-

mated at upwards of 100 vessels, comprising warships, troop

transports, mine-layers and auxiliary ships.

The flotilla was believed to have left German ports be-}

 dianapolis

 
| of a new war front in the north,

* All others

~-f00n.
Gyro. Club, S) ink-Arms Hotel, noon.

fore the Allies laid their mines yesterday. All day yesterday

it moved up through the Danish straits, into the Kattegat

and up to the Skagerrakon Norway's southern coast.

Sweden May Be Involved

It was in the Skagerrak that British submarines yester-

day torpedoed at least three, and possible four German ships
as well as one German submarine. Among those vessels was

a German transport ship.
Chief interest centered on. Norway and Denmark. But

Sweden may become involved.

was ordered and the Swedish

General Swedish mobilization
legation at Paris had uncon-

firmed reports of German action along Sweden’s southern

coast. :

Greatest nervousness was displayed in the Balkan area.

Some Allied counter-move, possibly a blow at Germany’s

vital flow of raw materials from the Danube region was

feared,
Among all the neutral capitals the opinion was voiced

that intensification of the war could be almost inevitably

expected. In many quarters there was bewilderment at what

Germany hoped to gain from the move. It was pointed out

that Germany has always sought to confine the war, so far

as possible, to the restricted area of the Western Front where

they feel secure behind their Westwall defenses.

Now, it was noted, they have suddenly given the Allies

a chance to open up another front against the Reich in Scan-

dinavia—a situation which the Allies have long held would

work to their advantage. i

This view led to speculation that the Germans nzay have

entertained grave fears that the Allies themselves were

about to move into Scandinavia forcefully.
The people of Stockholm were

fully conscious of the dangers

created for them by the opening

| but there was no indication of ner-
vousness in the capital.

Amsterdam picked up a flash

from the Norwegian radio that

Kristiansand, on the south coast
of Norway, and Oslo had been
bombed by German’ airplanes at
11:50 a. m. (4:50 a. m, Indianapolis
Time).
The Norwegian legation at Lon-

don said that Porsgrunn, on the

south coast of Norway near the en-

trance to the Oslofjord had been
bombed about noon (5 a. m.). After
one attempt by four German war-
ships to enter the fjord had been

repulsed, the legation said, a Ger-

man warship went aground in a
second ‘attempt.
The Swedish legation at Paris re-

ceived unconfirmed reports that

 

 German troops had landed on Swed-

ish territory, It was emphasized

that these reports were unconfirmed.

Authoritative informants at Stock-

holm said that the Government had

determined to resist all attacks on
the country’s neutrality or territo-

rial integrity regardless of the na-

tionality of the attacker.

Amsierdam heard the Stockholm

radio announce that the Swedish

telegraph system had been partly

disrupted and that the Army

telegraph service had at once been

put into operation.

Few Knew Hitler's Plans

Berlin reported from well in-

formed sources that only five or

six of Herr Hitler's highest mili-

tary advisers knew of the decision
to occupy Denmark and Norway
and that even his closest political

associates learned of it only this
morning.

Writer Describes Air Battle
Above Norwegian Capital

(Continued from Page One)

by and watched the German sol-
diers in full war kit march along
the central street.
The rman general in command

proceeded directly to the Norwegian
-policei after the Nazi
forces had landed. The Germans

took over command of the city.
The city was quiet tonight and

the people were not resisting.
About 300 to 400 German soldiers,

some mounted and some with ma-
chine guns, participated in ‘the
march of the first units into the

city.

Norwegian officers rode in auto-
mobiles with some of the German
officers, spectators noted.
‘About 20 houses on the outskirts

of Oslo were damaged by German |
aerial bombs in the course of an|

 

air raid outside the city before Ger-
man forces of occupation marched
into the capital.
Late today a German destroyer,

badly damaged, apparently by Nor-
wegian coastal guns in Oslo Fjord,
steamed slowly into Oslo harbor,
where it anchored.
During and before the German

occupation the members of the Nor-
egian Parliament followed the

Government to Hamar.

Oslo was cut off from other points
in Norway, and there was no news
here of events at Bergen, Narvik,
Trondheim, and other ports. «In ad-
dition to occupying Oslo the Ger-
mans occupied the Norwegian naval
base at Holsten, just inside the en-
trance to Oslo Fjord from the
Skagerrak.

.10L0 OCCUPIED
BY NAZIS AFTER
BRIEF SKIRMISH

Marines in Sailor Disguise

Reported to Have Seized

Coastal Cities.

STOCKHOLM, Sweden, April 9
(U. | P.).—Germany occupied Den-
mark without resistance today, in-
yaded embattled Norway in a
lightning offensive on the southern
and western coasts and challenged
the combined Allied naval and
aerial forces in the North Sea.
An air battle between British and

Germar planes was in progress off
the Norwegian Coast, the Stock-
holm radio. announced. Reports
were broadcast that a sea battle

already was in progress between

German and. British units.
Norway fought back against the

German invasion, which struck
from Oslo to Far-Northern Narvik
in a “protective” campaign which
would give theNazis vitally im-
portant aerial and submarine bases
just across the North Sea from the
British Isles. Oslo fell after being
surrounded by German troops and

fighting there has ceased, accord-
ing [to advices to Stockholm.

Residents Ordered to Return

German troops occupied the Nor-
wegian capital, surrounding the

public .buildings and communica- |
tions centers. Fleeing residents ere
ordered to return to Oslo. The Nor-
wegian Government, at war ith
the Reich, fled to Hamar, north of
the capital.
The Nazi invading forces already

had moved into all important areas
of Denmark, passing through Jut-
land to Aalborg, the main town in
northern Jutland. German planes
landed on Danish soil, from which
they will be in aposition to raid
Allied shipping in the North Sea

and the British Isles.
Norwegians, resisting strongly in

the Oslo area fof a time, reportedly
sank the 26,000-ton German battle
cruiser, Gneisenau. The Germans
were driven back several times be-

fore landing and capturing the

capital.
Sweden Worried

Other forts reported taken in-

cluded Kristiansand, Bergen, Stav-
anger and Trondheim.
Norway was at war with the

Nazis because Adolf Hitler's Gov-
ernment announced that it had

taken Denmark and Norway -under
its protection to offset Allied; at-
tacks on their neutrality, but

Sweden prepared for a determined
struggle to defend her neutrality
at all costs against infringement oy

any power.
Premier Per Albon Hansson sum-

moned Parliament to meet late
today to hear a statement of
Sweden's intention of defending

herself with all her power and by
tomorrow, it was believed, the
nation would know whether it could
keep out of the spreading European
war. Defense forces already have

been ordered mobilized.
Many reports and rumors circu-

lated as to developments off the
coast of Norway following an-

nouncement that the Aliied powers
were rushing aid to the Nor-

wegians. One widely expressed belief

was| that the British Navy might
strike into the Skagerrak against

the (Germans.

Russia Watched

Neutral diplomatic sources anxi-
ously awaited word as to the atti-

tude of Soviet Russia, which has
worked in close co-operation with
the Nazis and, since the end of the
Finnish war, has shown a vital in-
terest in Scandinavia. It was un-

derstood that the Russian divisions
which held Petsamo, on the Arctic

Coast, during the war had not been

removed from that district.
Swedish =dispatches from the

| nérth said that iron ore shipments
from Sweden's mines to. Narvik,
the Norwegjan port from which it
is’ shipped /to both Germany and
Britain, h been suspended. Ferry

service bdtween Sweden and Ger-
many alsp was suspended.
Ships “scheduled to sail from

Swedish ports for the North Sea—
some of them en route to America
—were delayed because Germany

planted mines along the Swedish
coast. Sweden was understood to

have asked Germany for permission

to remove Swedish warships, now
in the Kattegat between Sweden
and Denmark, to the Swedish port

‘of Karlskrona. The press reported
that the Germans had refused to

convoy the warships through the
new mine fields.

The Government. ordered all
anti-aircraft units throughout the
country to remain steadfast under
any attack, and called for religious
services in all churches to pray: “May God help us in our need.”
 

IN INDIANAPOLIS
Here Is the Traffic Record

DEATHS TO DATE
County City Total ,.

10
20

10 -
28

1939
1940

Injured ...... 5 | Arrests ....
Pead ........ 3 | Accidents ...

MONDAY TRAFFIC COURT
Cases Convic- Fines

tried tions paid

9 9 $57
Violations

Speeding
Failure te stop at
through street...

Reckless driving..
Oisobeying traffic

signal
Drunken driving..

28
1

7
1

5 5
3

heise 22 482

Totals 47 46 224

. MEETINGS TODAY
Rotary Club Clagpool Hotel, jicon,
Y’s Men's Y. C. A.,Club
Alpha Tan RR‘Board’ BooCirade,

ercator Club, Hotel Lincoln, noon.
Universal Club, Columbia Club, noo
URiversity of Michigan Club, Board of

Trade,
Knightsot Celumbus, K. of C, cliub-
ouse,
TatheragService Club, Canary Cottage,

no.
Fine. Paper Credit Croup, Wm. H. Block

Co.. Men’s Grille. no
Indianapolis’ MMedicalBociety, City Hos-

pital

MEETINGS TOMOR

YT M C. A. Camera Club, ¥

Dione Club, Claypool Hotel. noon.
Apartment Owners’ Association of In-

Hotel. Washingten, noon.
Fren's Discussion Club, Y. M. C.

. m.
pode Alnmni Hotel Sev-

erin noon.
12th District, American Legion, Board of

Trade. noon
Indiana Society. Sons of the

Revolution, Spink-Arms Hotel,’
Delta Theta Tau, Seville avin ‘noon.

ow.
: C. A,

Young

Association,

American

re 280558
31

6:

al

 ‘Ce-Operative Clubof Indianapolis, Co-
fumbia Club, noon. .

Indiana Motor Traffic Ascociation, Ant-
lers Hotel, noon
Junior Chamber of Commerce,

Cottage, noon
B Club, Chamber of Commerce,

0
Te Club. Columbia Club, no
Corn Belt plive Stock Marketing, Oiny-

pool Hotel, 9:30
Apartment viens Hotel

wath ton, noon
Jour Committee, ‘Hotel Washington,

nnd” of Credit, Hotel Washington,
p

Canary

Association,

BIRTHS
Girls ‘

odist.
Methodist,
dodiss,

Gale, 
Api)

James, Ruth Hayes, at 2876 }

Boys

William, Evelyn Babcock, at Coleman.
Joseph, Lola Collins, at City
Emmett, Mable Kinney, at “or.

DEATHS
Jennie Deaton, 87, [56 5144 College, cardio

vascular renal disea
Mary oa 81, or3507 N. Capitol, cere-

bral apoplex
THomss EITOY, 59, at 853 N. DBosart,

carcino
James.Smith, 9, at Riley, broncho-pneu-
onia
Lemah Barnes, 60, at 721 Roach, coron-

ary occlusion
Daniel Frotls, 83, at 1241 S. Pershing,

cardio vascular renal disease.
James Voorhies, 74, at 1321 Park, cor-

onary occlusion.
Pauline. Chambers, 55, at 3510 Winthrop,

coronary .occlusion.
illiam~ Reed, 49,

cinoma.
Lorse Evans, 43, at Cl, carcinoma.
Mollie Partlow. 63, 2940 N.

coronary occlusion.
arah Brown,(18. at 2334 N. Gale,

broncho-pneum
cial Newton.*o0. at '1602 Gimber, car-

¥iliam Blevens, 66, at 520 E. Vermont,
chronic myocarditis.

0, at 5918 Rawles,Hattie Faulconer,
pulmonary tuberculosis

FIRE ALARMS
Monday

12:08 P. Miers W. 27th St.,
StoveyLEplosion

M.—Rear of 3904 W. Washing-
or‘at. al in cushio

1 P. M.—1106 College
trash.

5:52

at Veterans, car-

kerosene

Te. cigaret in

heating pipe.

Denny,|

M.—523 W. Washington St.

 

OFFICIAL WEATHER
By U. S. Weather Bureau

INDIANAPOLIS FORECAST: Fair to-

night and tomorrow; rising temeparture

tomorrow; lowest tonight about 40.

5:16 Sunset

TEMPERATURE

~April 9, 1939—

  
 

 
Sunrise 

 
BAROMETER

6:30 a. m. ....29.98

Precipitation 24 hours ending 7 a. m.
Total precipitation since Jags. 1
Deficiency since Jan. 1

Miowesy WEATHER
Indiana—Fair tonight and tomorr

local frost in north portion tonight; ld
temperature tomorrow.

Illinois—Fair tonight and probably to-
morrow; rising isjnparalure tomorrow and
near East St. Louis tonight

Lower Michigan—Generally fair tonight
and tomorrow; not much change in tem-
perature.

Ohio—Fair, .slightly cooler in extreme
east portion tonight: tomorrow fair, slow-
ly rising temperature in south portion.

Kentucky—Fair, slightly -cooler to
tomorrow fair, slightly rising tem
in central and west portions.

WEATHER IN OTHER CITIES, 6:30 A. M.

Weather Bar. Temp.
29.92 46
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thi;
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Lights Out in Oslo as War Moves Northward

No longer will The lights of Oslo, capital of Norway, glitter in the night as in this photograph. The city was attacked and reportedly

HURRYING BACK
TOWASHINGTON.|

/ Safety of 3300 Americans:
In Scandinavia Arouses

~ Diplomatic Concern,

| (Continued ¢fromn Pageo |

Gen. Marshall was more ——
declaring:

“If Europe blazes in the . late}
spring we must put our house in‘
order before the sparks reach thé

| Western Hemisphere.”

 

HELP ISCOMING.
BRITISH PLEDGE

Powerful Allied Naval Units
Already at Sea, Cham-

berlain Says.

LONDON, April 9 (U.P.).—Prime

Minister Neville Chamberlain an-

nounced today that Great Britain
and France were rushing “full aid”

to Norway against a lightning Ger-
man invasion of Scandinavia, and
that powerful Allied naval units

“are now at sea.”

“This fresh and rash and cruel

act of aggression will rebound to
Germany’s disadvantage and con-
tribute to her ultimate defeat,” the

Prime Minister told a cheering
‘House of Commons.
As he spoke, a new northern war

front was opened up by a “blitz-

krieg” Nazi offensive.
The reported landing of German

marines disguised as sailors at
northern Norwegian ports—if they
proved to be true—indicated action
similar in military history to the

famed wooden horse ruse which the

Greeks employed to capture Troy
in ancient times.

Plans for Aid Not Told

Nazis had been trading regularly

with the northern Norway ports,
especially Narvik, where they picked
up iron ore for shipment to Ger-
many. To all outward appearances,

the German ore ships were ordi-
nary merchant vessels. But when
the hour struck, orders from Berlin
were reported. in Stockholm dis-
patches to have transformed them
into fighting units which already
were in position to strike.
Mr. Chamberlain's review of the

developments in a brief speech in
the House of Commons failed to
give any definite hint as to the |

plans of the Allies for ‘a counter-
stroke against the Germans ex-
cept that the Navy was at sea in

force, but he mentioned press re-
ports that Oslo and Kristiansand,
on the south®Norwegian coast, had
been bombed by the Nazis.
He denied German charges that

the Allies had intendedfto occupy
Scandinavian territory and said
such statements were “pure inven-
tion with no foundation in fact.”
A British naval engagement with

German sea forces — reportedly
comprising a fleet of” 100 or up-
wards transports, auxiliaries and
warships apparently moving in the
Kaltegat and Skagerrak—was wide-
ly anticipated.
Yesterday British submarines in

the Skagerrak sank three, possibly
four, German ships inclding a troop
transport. A German submarine
also was reported sunk.

British Are Confident

The size of the British naval
force actually in the Skagerrak was

not known. However, a substantial
concentration of British warships is
Xnown to ‘be operating up and
down the Norwegian coast, particu-
larly in the three areas where mine
fields were sown early yesterday.

British reports said that two and

possibly three German planes were

shot down last night in a German
air raid on Scapa Flow and that no

units of the fleet were hit.
(German reports said that “heavy

~anits” of the British fleet were hit
by bombs.)

Scapa Flow residents described
Brifish counter-attack to the Ger-
man planes as impressive.

Scoff at Nazi Sea Power

British naval sources expressed
confidence that they could handle
and possibly annihilate any Ger-

man force which attempted a sea
combat in connection with Scan-
dinavia operations.

They said that at the maximum
Germany could not muster more
than 30 surface warships. This
maximum force, they said, 'would
include the battleships Gneise-
nau (reported sunk today), and

| Scharnhorst, of 26,000 tons each;
| the two pocket battleships, Ad-
1 |miral Scheer and Deutschland, of

10,000 tons each, and two cruisers,
the .Admiral Hippea and the
Bleucher, each of 10,00 tons. Another
of thesecruisers, however, may have
been sunk last December by the
British submarine, Salmon.

Balkan Action Indicated

The Germans ‘also have four
smaller cruisers of5400 to 6000 tons
and 20 destroyers. There is also, of
course, the German submarine fleet
of uncertain size and a substantial

number of German mine sweepers

and other auxiliary craft.
The British believed they had

their naval position well in hand.
Reports indicated they had trapped
at least 15 German ships in Nor
wegian waters, including seven at
the ore port of Narvik, 200 mil
north of the Arctic Circle, and eight
elsewhere along the Norwegian coast.

While major attention was focused
on Scandinavia important Allied
action is being prepared for the
Balkan area, it was indicated: Lord
Halifax is conferring th eight

British diplomats accredited to

southeastern capitals with special
reference to cutting Germany off
from raw material supplies. 

 

BERLIN, April 9 (U. P.).—Ger-

man Foreign Minister Joachim von
Ribbentrop told the press today

that “the German armed forces
will see to it that during this war
no Englishman or Frenchman will
get a glimpse into Norway or Den-
mark.”
“England has ravished Seanding-

via and the Fuehrer today has given
the proper answer to their action,”
Herr Ribbentrop said.
He charged that the Allies had

intended to: occupy all of Scan-
dinavia and he said that “only

.through the occupation of Sweden
would England and France be in
position to cut Germany off from

Swedish ore sources.”

Full Blame Put on Allies

Herr Ribbentrop said that Ger-
many knew that for some: time
“officers of the English and French
Army and Navy general staffs had
been in Norway preparing landing
plansand plans for a march south-
ward.”
“The Reich Government knew of

these plans for some time but the
world only now learns of them
after, without warning, the Brit-
ish and French invaded neutral
Norway and after learning of the

incredible cynicism and \ brutality
with which England andFrance
sought a new theater of war against
Ciermany,” Herr Ribbentrop said

Official announcement was de!

that Nazi armed forces had “pro-
tectively” occupied Danish and Nor~

wegian territory after fighting in

the Oslo zone and bombardment of
Kristiansand and that the Nazi air
force was guarding the Norwegian

Coast against any Allied challenge.

* Believe Resistance at End

“Military operations are being

carried out according to plan,” an

authorized source said after the

High Command had announced the
peaceful occupation of Denmark

{and the occupation of all important

Norwegian bases. Oslo was oc-
cupied by German forces, the High.

Command announced.

“It can be assumed that resistance

captured by naval vessels from the German fleet shortly before announcement was made that Norway is at war with Germany.

\Fuehrer Has Given Allies
Answer, Ribbentrop Says

in Norway has ceased by now,” an
authorized Nazi source announced.

The Nazi air force is forming a

“flying curtain” along the coast of

Norway and Denmark and in the
Helgoland Bay for protection

against any counter-action by Great

Britain or France, i{ was said.

The High Command communique
saidthat no incidents occurred dur-
ing the landing and march of Nazi
troops into Denmark. |
Authorized Nazi spokesmen denied

that the occupation of the two

countries was in the nature of an
attack, but said that it was neces-

sary to protect them from Allied

infringement on their independence.

Propaganda Minister Joseph
Goebbels, in a radio address directed
to Denmark and Norway, said the
territorial integrity and political in-

dependence of both countries. would

be respected. and that Germany
would not use them as bases for
military operations against the
Allies “as long as Great Britain does

not compel such action.’

Germans Add to Mines

The official German news agency
anounced that “in order to repulse
the enemy's projects, ines were

laid last night before all important

harbors of the Norwegian west coast
as well as in the Skagerrak in terri-
ltory ~ between Linesness-Loodbjerg
and Flektkoey-Skandnaes-Hages.”
“On the Norwegian west coast,

German pilot stations | have been

formed, whose directions are to be
followed in entering harbors,” the

agency. “The possibility of the
passage of peaceful shipping
through the blocked area in the
Skagerrak will be announced later.”
The memoranda to Denmark said,

“Germany, for its part, made every

effort to protect neutrals’ rights by
trying to confine ‘the Soa war to
zones between ermany and her

opponents. Englandcontinually with
the intention of iverting danger
from her islands, a at the same

time halt German trade with neu-

trals, tended more and more to carry
the war into neutral waters.”

 

 
 

WAR FAILS TO CLOSE
U. S. NEWS CHANNEL
NEW YORK, April 9 (U. P).—

This morning, for the second time
within less than a year, European
communication with this “country

were disrupted and reorganized
without any loss of continuity or
momentum in the flow of news to

America, Earl J. Johnson, vice presi-
dent and general news manager of
the United Press, said today in a

talk at the Living Age Forum.
“When Germany moved into Den-

mark and Norway at 5 a. m., com-
munications with those countries
were knocked out, and the news of

this new thrust by Germany had
to be rerouted to New York quickly

by way of Stockholm and Baltic
points,” Mr. Johnson said.
He recalled that last September

with the outbreak of war regular

communications routes via London
were disrupted and a whole new

communications map of Europe had
to be improvised on the shortest
notice. This was accomplished at
that timejust as it was this morn-
ing, and new routes were devised
before the news had any chance of

cooling oil.

BUMPS INTO FRIEND
CLEVELAND, O, April 9 (U. P)).

—Edward Leonard bumped into an
old friend. and went to the hospi-
tal as a result. The friend was

driving an automobile which

knocked Mr. Leonard down. Mr.
Leonard refused to prefer charges
against the driver whom he said he   was happyto see for the first time
in nine years.

Mrs. Harriman

WASHINGTON, April 9 (U.P.).—

America’s only woman diplomat,

Mrs. J. Borden Harriman—“Daisy”

to all her {friends—scooped the

world today by revealing that Nor-

way is at war with Germany,

Mrs. Harriman, a 69-year-old

grandmother who prefers to be

known as Florence Jaffray Harri-

man, sent a cable to the State De-
partment that gave the outside
world its first information about the
Norwegian Government’s action.
She has proved her ability in the

diplomatic line since she was ap-
pointed in 1937, including her ef-
ficient handling of the S. S. City
of Flint incident. The State De-
partment places full reliance in her
work.
One way or another, Mrs. Harri-

man has been in the public eye

almost constantly since she entered
society as one of the late Eighties’
most attractive debutantes and then

married J. Borden Harriman in 1889,
when she was 19. Mr. Harriman
died in 1914.

Society failed to hold her interest, and she began taking active part in

World Norway Is at War

PASTORS TO SEEK.
SUNDAYCIRCUS BAN
A cominittee of Methodist min

isters will confer with’ Mayor Regi-

nald ‘Sullivan and the State Board

of Agriculture this week, ‘to deter-

mine what can be done” about ban- |

ning Sunday circus performances in
Indianapolis.
The committee, composed of the

Rev. E. Ernold Clegg, Dr. GuyO.

Carpenter and the Rev. W. C. Cal-
vert, was named at a meeting of
the Indianapolis Methodist Minis-

ters’ Association in Roberts Park
Methodist Church yesterdav.
Association members said they

had no grievance against tne G.cac-
er Olympia Circus, now at the Coli-
seum, but that they wanted to learn

if it would be possible to ban all
Sunday circus performances here
in the future.

JESSEL MUST WAIT 5
DAYS TO MARRY LOIS
DETROIT, April 9 (U, P).—

George Jessel today began a five-
day waiting period required undey
Michigan marriage laws before tak-

ing 16-year-old Lois Andrews for a

bride.
The 42-year-old comedian asked

that the period be waived” so he
could be saved “inconvenience and
embarassment,” but Probate Judge

Joseph A. Murphy rule against
him. The Judge said the waiver
clause was intended principally to
protect minors. :

Mr.. Jessel, here for a night club

engagement, asked Judge Murphy to

perform the ceremony Saturday.

1st toTell

fights over contemporary political

and social problems.

Her appointment as U. S. Min-
ister to Norway -took hor irom a
top position in Washington society.
Her post was comparatively quiet
for many months. But when a
German prize crew brought the City
of Flint into Norwegian waters she
jumped back into the spotlight. Her
vigorous protestations were credited
with being largely responsible for

the Norwegian Government's deci-

sion to return the vessel to its

American crew.

Sheis the second American woman
to hold a ministerial post. Mrs.
Ruth Bryan Rohde was Minister to
Denmark from 1933 to 1936.

Mrs. Harriman's actions in today’s
crisis were described by diplomatic

with all the speed and good judg-
ment of a highly trained war cor-

respondent. She first sent her news
in an urgent cablegram, but then

feared it might be delayed in trans-

mission and so telephoned Fred
Sterling, U. S. Minister at Stock-

holm, and asked him also to advise

observers as having been executed |

FRENCH WATCH
WESTERN FRONT

Find No Sign of Offensive

On’ (Border; Claim Allies

Rule North Sea.

PARIS, April 9 (U. P.).—The{

Council of Ministers met at the

call of Premier Paul Reynaud today

to examine,urgent measures in con-

nection with German extension of

war to Scandinavia.

Urgent measures to be taken in

concert with Great Britain were

discussed.
There was some indication that

the German movement into the

Scandinavian nations did not come
as a complete surprise here. French

quarters have reported for several

days that unusual German troop

operations were gecurring along the

Baltic.

Claim North Sea Mastery

The French contended that the
Allied mines in Norwegian terri-
torial waters gave the Allies undis-
puted mastery of the North Sea
making the: German Navy and mer-

chant fleet prisoners in the Baltic.
German submarines, they said,

would be greatly hindered in oper-
ating against Allied commerce.

They pointed out that the Allied
mine fields would force the sub-
marines to navigate long distances

submerged before reaching open
mine-free areas. This, they said,

would curtail the range of the sub-
marines by ‘exhausting their storage
batteries whereas formerly they
could run up through Norwegian

territorial: waters on the surface

using their deisel engines.

Waich Western Front

M. Reynaud was in telephone con-

tact with the Britsh Government

repeatedly and conferred with Prime

Minster Neville Chamberlain.

Intensive aerial observations were

conducted by the French along the

Western Front in an effort to ascer-

tain whether there were any indica-
tion of a German offensive. No ex-

ceptional movement of - German

troops was reported, indicating little

Stunned diplomats of Scandi-
navian countries met to discuss the
German invasion of Norway and
Denmark.

Attaches and secretaries at the"
legations were bewildered y the
swiftly moving events which over-
night had brought their countries
within the orbit| of European war.
“Unbelievable!” and “incredible!”

were the only words of reaction
they could muster.

The expected prohibiton on U. 8.
merchant, ships operating in the
new danger area will not ease the,
difficulties in evacuating Americans:
who may desire to leave. There:
are three American warships in
European, waters—around Spain-=
which could be pressed inte!

:| emergency service if no satisfactory /

overland route could be arranged.

Total War Feared

In New York, the American Scans &
tic Line, only American shipping:
company | operating between thet
United States and Norway, awaited
advice from the State Department .
as to the disposition of two of its.
vessels now on the high seas en,
route to Bergen.

The newest German move raised
fears among members of the Sene..
ate Foreign Relations Committee:
that the European conflict was;
rapidly naering . total war,
Senator Walter F. George m.}»

Ga.) said it appeared that the?
Scandinavian | invasion “means the
beginning of the war or a large.

scale.” He added that | Germany’
“has the advantage ofsaying that’
Britaih had blockaded the coasts of.
Norway and Denmark in violation
of the laws of neutrality and that?

they have gone in to break up the,
blockade.”
Senator Guy M. Ginette(D. Towa) ,

said he anticipated ‘some similar.
step in the Balkans before long.” x

Investors Have Large | Stake

_proclan tion of;us
candinavian,

p
e
a

¥
®

sale of all American war equipment;
and other supplies to Norway an
Denmark on a|strict ca, sh-and-carry;

American investors have a large:™
stake In bothScandinavian coune:
tries, amounting to some 200 million *
dollars, including Government bonds.-
and direct investments,
From Mrs. J. Borde Harriman,’

U. S. Minister to Norway —this coun-
try’s only woman diplomat—came*
first word: that Norwaywas at war
with Germany. “She also sent offi’
cial confirmation of the German in=
vasion|of Denmark. | i
Mrs.Harriman advi later that

she had taken charge of the British
and French legations i Oslo. She
said She had ‘acted at the request
of British and French, but gave no

explanation as to whereor why they

had gane.
Latest State Department figures

showedthat 552 Americans are resid- 
likelihood of a big push.

ing in Denmark, 1067in Norway and
1752 in Sweden.   
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