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WEDNESDAY, JAN. 27, 1937

REFUGEE OF "04
DISASTER GIVES
§1TOREDCROSS

Deluge Sufferers Help Others.

by Adding to Miie

Of Dimes.
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By MARJORIE BINFORD WOODS
He was a stooped, white-haired

man who vividly remembered his
own rescue in the Cincinnati flood
of 1884. He hasn't had employment
for six months. But he had $1.
He took that dollar to the Red

Cross headquarters yesterday as his
contribution to the sufferers in this
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flood of 1937.
Night and day Indianapolis peo=

ple are thronging into the head-
quarters to give money and offer
their services—for anything they
possibly can do.

Contributions Increase
Busy persons downtown today

halted to add their coins to the
Mile of ‘Dimes, sponsored by The
Indianapolis Times for the Red
Cross.
An average of one person a min-

ute has contributed since its start
yesterday morning.
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Refugees with clay-caked shoes
eagerly add their dimes, as they
pass by, so thankful to be safe, so
desirous of helping others in distress.
Street urchins, to whom a dime is
a fortune, have been seen to place
their silver on : sidewalk. Last
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food and warm beds. For days they had watched
swift currents of the Ohio River eddy through the
streets, cover the second floors of homes and finally
almost inundate the entire city. The tired feet of

Safe and sound at last on a refugee train which

took flood sufferers from water-wracked Portsmouth
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coach seat, their sleep interrupted by dreams of hot another sleeping refugee protrude into the picture.
 

Pet Dogs, Catsand Rabbits Hang

~ ToFloatingDebris for Safety
(Continued from Page One)
 

board caught in driftwood that was
clinging around some utility wires.
As we cruised along we could hear

the mad howls of other dogs caged

in houses and left without food.

Mad Dogs Are Killed

We learned that during the last
few days some 50 dogs driven mad
by hunger and fear had been shot
by police and soldiers. It is esti-
mated that about nine-tenths of this
city is covered with water,
Plying our way -along, the first

flood victims we met were Mr. and
Mrs. A. C. Weidner. They opened the
window of their apartment over
their grocery at 1200 Walnut St.
and calmly asked to be taken out.
The Weidners said they had

money to pay their way out of the
flooded area, but had been unable
to rent a boat.
As the launch made its way down

through the midst of houses, their
tops were scarcely visible over the

yellow, dirty water. Many houses
have been washed away from their
foundations and have been cauzht
and held fast by utility wires.
The first systematic effort since

the flood reached its worst to re-
move all persons from their homes
in the districs worst hit is under
way.
As the Post reached Front St. at

the Ohio River's edge, Robert L.
Wright, Salem, Ind.,, Rural Re-
habilitation supervisor, in charge of

the crew manning this and other

boats, said many families living in
the city’s oldest mansions were still
in them.

Refuses to Leave Home

White Gore, 68, living at 415 Front
St. at first refused to listen to the
boatmen’s pleas to evacuate his
home. He informed Mr. Wright

that soldiers and boatmen could not
move him. He slammed the door of
his sleeping porch and entered his
upper room. He feared vandals

more than he did water.
Sometime later Police Chief John

Hibstenberg, who lives next door,
persuaded Mr. Gore to quit his home.
Mr. Gore got into the boat with Mr.

Wright and found shelter in the
upper floor of an apartment ad-
joining the home of Police Chief.
Wernest Burtt, George Dugan,

Jack Bolton, John Fugit and Harry
Pfeifer also got into the motor boat
with Mr. Wright. As the men held
the launch to keep it frombecom-
ing entangled in utility wires, they

got an unexpected thrill,
.A large river boat owned by the
American Barge Co. had come out
of Louisville and swung to the Jef-
fersonville side of the river. Sud-

denly a young man in a row boat

boat. It seemed that the row boat
would not ride the rough water,

but the boatman steered it in some
manner down the fast moving

stream and disappeared beyond the
big bridge.
“Until the arrival of Mr. Wright,

the rescue work had been proceed-
ing in a rather haphazard manner,
outboard motor boats and a few
launches operated by their owners
or persons who rented them taking

out families as best they could.
One of the heroes of the early res-

cue work was William H. Under-
wood, 64, who for years was a tow

boatman on the rivers between
Pittsburgh and New Orleans. He is

credited with having taken about

200 persons from their homes in a
home-made 12-foot row boat. At
times there were as many as seven
persons in the small craft.

Braved Seven Floods

Mr. Underwood said he has weath-
ered seven floods in the Jefferson-
ville district. He said that this
flood is by far the worst of them |
all. He pointed out that the water
had reached points more than three

miles further back from the river's
edge than did the worst previous
floods in 1884. :
The boat we are in is one of two

train loads which reached ‘here on
the Big Four Railroad yesterday.
They were sent here from Cleveland
and are of a large type like those
used on Lake Erie. Twenty cars
formed the train that brought the
boats. Men in charge of them in-
clude Commander M, B. McCune,
United States Coast Guard from
Buffalo ang Lieut. Commander
Frank J. McManan. “a
As the launch made its way up

Spring St. from Front" St., many
persons looked out of windows in
the second and third floors of of-
fice buildings. There were many
men in the American Legion Hall.

Fire hose from a stalled fire truck
not far beneath the water in Spring
St. floated to the top to block the
path of our boat.
A sign painted on the side of the

building across the street stated
“Noah’s Ark” sells everything from
soup to nuts.

The Lerose Theater wasburied

so deep in water that it was im-
possible to learn what was the
show billed for that p
ment even if it could have been
open and providing entertainment
as usual,

Library Under Deep Water
As our launch turned east on

South Ave. from Spring St. we ob-
served the postoffice and Carnegie

Library in deep water. Numerous

ace of amuse-,

DAYS UNENDING
FOR WORKERS

Every Twenty-four Hours
Seem Like Year to Direc-

tors of Flood Relief.

By TRISTRAM COFFIN

It is 4 o'clock of the sixth morn-
ing—and it seems like six years.
Maj. Harry Willett still is sitting

at the same desk in the Adjutant
General's office, and Sergt. Frank
Morrow is sticking to his post in
the small, dark State Police radio
room.

Across the street from the State
House, Dr. Verne K. Harvey, State
Health Board secretary, is shipping

vaccine and physicians to the flood
area. The lights are burning at the
WPA offices a half block north.

The days have merged into each
other and everyone's eyes have a
dull, constant smarting and their
fingers are stiff from writing orders
and dialing the telephone.

Reports Shock Workers

Yet, each new report of desola-
tion and despair coming to those

who have been standing by their
posts for at least 20 out of every
24 hours is a fresh shock.

At 4 a. m. Friday, the first morn-
ing, the flood was an unknown ad-
venture. Today it is a ghastly re-
ality as each new report brings a
separate story of misfortune.
At 4 o’clock the sixth morning

there is a lull in the Adjutant Gen-
eral’'s office and Maj. Willett chats
with the newspapermen with the
same good humor as Friday morn-
ing.

Out on the counter there isa huge
pot of coffee. Coffee and talk are
enemies of sleep, one of the great-
est adversaries of those who must

see that relief and rescue work goes
on.
The State Police radio room is a

small pigeon-hole in the State
House basement, crowded with radio
equipment, maps and telephones.

Sergt. Morrow is the link between
the Adjutant Generals office and

the State Police and National Guard
short wave radio transmitters all up
and down the raging river.

Wash in Cold Water

In another two hours, those di-
recting the flood relief from Indian-
apolis will take what they half-
humotously call their “shower-
bath.”
They will wash their faces with

cold water, rubbing the sleep out
of their eyes, and gulp a cup of

coffee.
There is no criticism anywhere

of the long hours because each man
and woman knows that as long as

ving a car with
New York licelws. plates, stopped,
placed $10 in silver on the line, ong
drove away.
So happy are these people to cone

tribute to the cause that they actu-
ally thank the Red Cross cashiers
for taking their money, officials
claim.

“Never have all classes of people
been so moved to give all they can
possibly scrape together as in this
disaster,” said Myron Green, roll
call director.

Children Help Too

Even children have given the pen-
nies they were saving. One younge
ster from Ketcham Kindergarten
was appointed by his classmates to
make little wooden boats. They
christened it “The Flood Penny
Boat.” They filled it with 258 pen-
nies and a committee of five, a
Greek, a Rumanian, an Italian, a
Macedonian, and a native American

boy proudly brought it to the Red
Cross headquarters yesterday.
A taxi driver counted out his

pocketful of change, his day's wage,
to a Red Cross volunteer worker last
night. He said he would bring more

tonight.
“I have 24 new blankets. Where

can I deliver them?” a Goodwill
Industries representative asked Mrs.
Kin Hubbard, who is presiding at
the general information desk in
headquarters.

One of Many Inquiries

This is only one of the hundreds
of inquiries concerning donations
that are coming in constantly. All
merchandise is being sent to 240 S.
Terminal St. Louisville, from where
it is beirg dispatched by the Red
Cross to flood victims.

Social functions that have been
scheduled by local organizations are
being canceled and the funds sent
to the Red Cross. Men, young and
old, besiege the workers to assign
them to work in the relief zone.
Trucks, cars and boats are being

offered Soy. Women pumein ask-
ing to know Phasewing they can
do. Office phones jangle constant-
ly as calls pour in from all over the

city with offers of Indianapolis
homes for refugees. \

Open All Night
Chamber of Commerce officials

from towns all along the south-
ern railroad routes between the
stricken areas and Indianapolis, are
calling to say that they are waiting
to house and feed refugees, accord=
ing to Mr. Green.
Twelve-hour shifts of trained vol-

unteer Red Cross workers are on
duty at headquarters to take care
of these offers
Lights burned throughout the

night while the Red Cross staff of
bank-trained clerks listed donations,
officials communicated with their
workers in flood areas and organ-
izers, sought to bring relief to the
flood victims in every way that is
humanly possible.
 
be two weeks—there will be time
enough for sleep.
Meanwhile, the telephone rings

and a train must be rcuted or med-
ical aid must be sent to a stricken
community.
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Hospitals here were preparing to has been turned into an emergency rest are sent north in hospital
Hospitals Get Ready To|receive more sick anl injured. Many hospital and there are 150 patients trains.

id, had aore From have been taken to private homes. |in it. None, the mayor said,
Care for M I. U. Students Help: Thirty-five persons, most of them  foniagious Yisease: v a v

: from Jeffersonville, were given med- “We are good shape,” he. said,
Stricken Zones. ical aid today in City Hospital. Louis “we can take care of these people Care for Refugees

Hurt, 18, Jeffersonville, suffering |indefinitely. This may last a month),..
from a liver ailment and exposure,

|

or more, but we are ready for it. BLOOMINGTON, Ind. Jan. 27.—
Vey.reported in critical condition. Indiana University tudmg hire
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from whooping cough, were rushed y for PRTaoa Teugess bom
to City Hospital. Forty other per- 7imes Special 0
sons were quartered in the old St. WASHINGTON, Ind, Jan. 27. prong) oat%aBridget Church building, 86 Fay- Washington flood relief workers this the majority of them hove eins

ette Ave. morning wereawaiting the arrival;0 cheiter on the campus. Citie
1200 Arrive Here of a “mercy” bus caravan from ,.. nq students turned over bede
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Red Cross officials estimated ap-
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3  at Bloomington were caring for

400 refugees.

By GEORGE HALL

Oscar Snyder, office manager of

the Berkeim Distillery, Jefferson-

ville, who took refuge here from the

flood district Monday, died of ex-

posure in the home of Sultan G.

Cohen, 5831 N. Pennsylvania St.,

today. He was 35.

Although ill with heart disease

when water forced him from his

home, physicians said exposure dur-

ing the half-mile boat trip caused

his death.

Miss Man Cohen,his sister-in-law,

brought on the same relief train,

contracted pneumonia. Sheis in

Methodist Hospital.

Mr. Snyder is survived by his wife,

Blanche, and two brothers, Isaac,

Centerville, Ia, and Nate of Texas.  
in thelast few days have been re-
movedto private homes.
Besides the regular staff of ‘Red

Cross workers at the Fair Grounds,
Boy Scouts and American Legion
members were providing aid. Free
typhoid inoculations were given
refugees.
A hospital train with six doctors

and 12 nurses arrived in Charles-
town today from Indianapolis. It
was equipped with 167 beds and the
patients are to be brought here and
distributed to hospitals.

Church Women at
Seymour Aid Victims
Times Special

SEYMOUR, Jan. 27.—Mayor C.
W. Burkart reported today that the
city is taking in stride the busingss
of being host to 1000 refugees.
The annex to the Baptist Church  

refugees here have been completed.
Bedding and dining facilities for
more than 20 have been set up in
St. Mary’s Church, while 200 more
can be accommodated in St. Simon's
auditorium. In case additional room
is needed, the community gymna-
sium will be prepared for service.

Hospital Patients
Concentrated at Speed
Times Special

SPEED,Ind, Jan. 27.—This city
is acting as a center for distributing
hospital patients among emergency
hospitals throughout the Jeflerson-
ville area.
A staff of four doctors and 12

nurses is examining the hundreds
of Jeffersonville and New Albany
refugees. The serious cases are
kept in the emergency hospital in
the Community Center here. The

2

 
To Take Treatment
Times Special

SELLERSBURG, Ind. Jan. 27.—
When refugee trains reach here
from the Jeffersonville sector, emer=
gency hospital attaches in this town
try to get them off the trains for
treatment.
But they are so sleepy, so eX-

hausted, and so listless it is difficult
to make them leave. One nurse pub
it this way: : :
“They are so dazed they don’t

know what they want. We tryto
get them off for treatment for shock
and exposure, but we don't have
much luck.”
There are about 400 patients in

the hospital here, and these will be .
removed to Indianapolis or other
northern cities as soon as they are
able to make the trip. This is .
functioning as a field hospital, net.
abase hospital. 


