
rs. Roosevelt toAttend
Second-Night Presentation |
of Play op Keith'sStage

Boucicault Vehicle of Villain and Mustache Era Is Déliv-

ered With Appropriate Gestures to Bring Hisses

and Cheers From Audience.

BY JOHN W. THOMPSON
“

The Federal Players will wait 30 minutes on Mrs. Roosevelt tonight i
' 80 that the First Lady of the Land can see as much as possible of “After
Dark,” this week’s Federal Theater drama.

Last night the players trotted on and off the stage at ‘Keith’ : through
11 scenes of intense melodrama.

he Mainly because ¢f Betty Anne Brown, Hal Hawkes, Jack Drval and a
few others, the audience got into the 1868 spirit of Mr. Boucicault’s play

© (if that is the word) and hissed and cheered at precisely the right times.
The company, in order to stimu-

late interest at the correct: pauses,
and to discourage the audience from
hissingthe wrong character (which
was done several times), planted

. several official applauders and
hissers, dressed in the fashion of the
period, inf the theater boxes. It
would seem that these “cheer

* leaders” are almost as important to
the humor of the play as the play-
ers themselves.

Plot Is Intricate

‘Mr. Boucicault must have tried to

get as intricate a plot as possible,

to make it as long as he could, and

then, to further add to the com-

plixity of the situation of “After

Dark,” conceived several of the

characters so much alike that it is

difficult to tell them apart.
The story of.After Dark” con-

cerns George Medhurst, an English
. gentleman, who igoes in for some
plain and fancyhgambling. While
under the influence one evening he
tipples so far that he forges his
father’s name on & paper to cover
his gambling debts and the paper
falls into the hands of Chandos
Bellingham, the dirty villain. We

‘ gathered by a few of the lines thal
Chandos had been an even viler
character during his earlier days.
He was an awful viper last night.
‘Well, George, the poor soul, flees

to America, buries his head on little
Eliza’s shoulder and marries her in

. order to forget his past. He doesn’t
tell her about his crime, and we
almost were ready to hiss him for
it when he explained his logic so
well (some place between Scene 1
and 6) so that we understood per-
fectly and sympathized,

George Is Hounded

In order to wreak vengeance on

poor George, Chandos comes to

America, links up with Morris

Cohen, keeper of a house of drink,

and together they set out to make

life miserable for George and Eliza.

You see, George's father had died

by this time and to inherit his

papa’s fortune back in England he

must marry some one of his own

leyel, ‘which Eliza most certainly

isn't. ©
So Ohan@os and Morris tell Eliza

ghe must Jeave her husband for his

own goodi~ Then they spill the

beans to CGieorge about ‘his having

to marry Rose, the girl of his own

class. He agrees and goes to Rose

(but he doesn’t marry her right

away, never fear),

Eliza, poor distracted soul, dashes

to Brooklyn bridge and jumps over.

She is pulled out by Old Tom, an

English war veteran who never got

his bonus, and who turns out to

be Eliza's own father.. He nourishe§
the half-drowned girl back to

health, arranges for her to get a

job as, maid to Rose, without know-

ing that Rose is the girl who is

about to marry George, the hus-

band of his daughter.

It All Ends Well

‘Anyway, Old Tom changes his

color . and becomes quite a hero,

gives up drink and everything, for

his daughter's sake. The

'

papers

are all switched around so that they

fit into a nice ending and virtue,

we guess, is its own reward by the

"time the curtain comes down for

the last time.
“The best thing one can say about

the cast of “After Dark” is that it

is terrible, which is exactly what

it is supposed to be in melodramas.

The aim is to overact to such an

extent that the audience feels a

sense of superiority and claps its

hands because it thinks it could do

a lot better,
Mr. Berkell has displayed a grand

"knack of getting his company into

the melodramatic spirit. They

strike grandiose poses, swing their

arms in Jack Dalton fashion, and

nerally cavort about the stage

th the fervor that made “After

Dark” a ‘tremendous hit when it

Rarely has Miss Brown been bet-

ter. Weliked the way she fol-

Jowed through on her gestures. She

OMea Fonre of thi sort of thing.
Ned LeFeyremakes a charming
‘hero. Mr: Hawkes goes throughthe
D. T.'sexcellently. Mr. Duval almost

led off his moustache as the vil-
ain end Ira B. Klein kept up a

sttynice Jewish dialect as Mr.

emotional tension

e Players introduced
drtap. dancers from the

ver dancing school fori.

 

Famed Singer
Notes Birthday

Mme. Schumann-Heink Is

75 Today; Finds Life Grand.

BY RUTH M¢TAMMANY
Times Hollywood Correspondent :

HOLLYWOOD, June 16—Mme.
Schumann-Heink is 75 today.
“The ‘people ‘are good,” she said.

“I am an old woman. Traditionally
I should go to ‘my little home in
San Diego and stay. But no, my
new contract tells me I am to star
on the screen. Is if not unheard of?
Think, fraulein, how could such a
thing be possible 50 years ago? How
was I to'know that in mylife such
mystic wonders as| telephone, radio
and sound pictures would be per-
fected? And then they say old peo-
ple have nothing to live for—bah.

“I am just beginning and such a
beautiful beginning." No more worry
about money, no more hunger for
something to eat. I used to be hun-
gry, so manytimes when I was a
girl—but I must forget all that now.
I have been thinking. If I can play
my roles just a tiny bit as well as
Marie Dressler-did then I-will be of
great service to the millions who
‘went to the theater to see her, and
miss her now. Ach die liebe Marie.”

= EJ »

The sound camera is responsible
for a new type of speaking voice
which may have its effect in a far-
reaching influence throughout the
country.

It is a known fact that dress
styles of moving picture stars have
been duplicated by leading design-
ers in wholesale numbers. Many a

young woman has seen a Shearer or

a Constance Bennett creation and

has copied the pattern in her own

way and sallied forth with a unique
skirt or tucky sleeves. When Garbo
adapted the white collar and long
cuff for her costume in Queen Eliza-

béth, every department store in the
country displayed Garbo collars and

“top” players are sri
screen today. It'is a balf ne
pered, slightly husky tone quality

projected to be effective to the deli-
cate mechanism ‘of the “mike,”
which is set at close proximity in
the scenes. An early and outstand-
ing example of this new voice is}
James Cagney’s. Persons. standing
a few feet from the camera as he
plays.a scene can not hear his lines.
William Powell, an actor of ver-

satile facial expression, usesa voice
scarcely above a whisper. But his
diction is so clearly defined, his
“stress words” so carefullyweighed;

to the audience. Marlene Dietrich
came from the European stage and
screen with a voice technique al-
ready established.
Hers is a liquid musical speech,

word of a sentence.
said that such an intonation is
“natural”; on the contrary, it is a
studied method for.sound pictures.
Greta Garbo. employs a  'sup-

pressed, somewhat throaty quality
with a slight rising inflection on
her last words. The development of
this new technique, however, has
been more noticeable in her screen
work since she made her first Amer-
ican picture.

Pat O'Brien varies his voice to
suit the role and story situation. In
a recent scene which he was enact-
ing in “China Clipper,” he fairly
screamed his words. Then again,
he often speaks in a low, matter of
fact way, characteristic of himself
and the character he is playing.
On a recent visit to a “studio

club” which houses & group of girls
aspiring 10 movie careers, we were
forced to ask several times for repe-
tition ofstatements they made. We
noted anuninteresting similarity of
voices, a forced effort to. copy this
or that star. If is easy to misunder-
stand the technique: a voice low-
ered must always. be placed for-
ward or the result is a most un-
pleasant raspy quality. Jt
Walter Hampden, Helen “Hayes

and Basil Rathbone are:examples.
in the theater, of excellent vocal
work and perfect diction. They
never resort to the pseudo-sym-
pathetic tone quality which is pop-
ular amongmany screen players.

Tom Tyler Ranks High
Although his western pictures are

seldom seen in 1}
ler, now in 

 cus. od 5 "
uch a remygn cxexpect tromWH

the low pitc p ces

that the result is entirely soothing

with a caressing finish on the.last.
It cannot be’

cities, Tom Ty- pte
Last Outlaw,” rates |

as one of thescreensmostpopular|

 

  

Again the lovable old bluffer,
movie, “Poppy,” which is to start

Fields.

By PAUL HARRISON

HOLLYWOOD, June 16.—(NEA)—

“I'm afraid you've come visiting at

a bad time,” said the unit manon

the “Gorgeous Hussy” set. “Nothing

to see between scenes; nothing of
interest going on.”
“Okay,” I said.

ing around.”
The costumes were colorful, the

set pretentious. This was a replica

of the White House ballroom at the
time of Andrew Jackson. On a bal-
cony, members of a colored orches-
tra were humming a post-Colenial
tune, “Moon Over Miami.” Below
them, four extras were playing

bridge.
Most of the people,including per-i

haps 50 extra girls, were sitting
stiffly on property trunks and shaky-
looking benches, keeping their gowns
from getting mussed. Two girls we:

E34
tra e®ther was Joan:Crawford.

“I'm just wander-

TeinRecitals

Are Scheduled

BurroughsScivoolSchool Students

Sing Tomorrow, Monday.

Two joint student recitals, in-
augurating the summer session. of
the Burroughs-Jackson School of
Music and Fine Arts, have been
announced byMrs. Jane Jolinson
Burroughs,’ director and teacher of
singing.

The: first is to present Mrs. Mar-
jorie Payne Breeden, soprano, and
Charles Carson, baritone, and will
be held at8:15 tomorrow night in
Roberts Park Church.
Monday, Miss Harriette Leake,

mezzo-contralto, and Fred W, Mar-
tin, baritone, are to be heard.

Program Is Announced

The program ‘tomorrow night is
to be as follows:

I
“Rejoice Greatly’’ (‘‘Messiak”)
“Sleep, Why dost thou Leave M

‘“Allelujah”

oi .Handel
e" : Lh

aan nnd Pre wii ne nr saiiozart
Mrs. BreedenIo

“Ich ‘grolle nicht” .
‘Die beiden Grenadiers”.
Morgen eats wena ae >.
‘“‘Gesang Wevla's”., i veoSissararses Wolf
*‘Verborgenheit’ni

Schumann

owCarn pp
“StadriealEs anol”...
“Clavelitos’” P

"Mrs. Breeden

“vision Fugitive" CHHerodiade")—Massenet
arso

“Cara Nome” (' ‘Rirgletto”5

“Duet ‘La, ci Darémin3Ma 0” (“DoT n “Don
Slovan] » Mo

““The Bitterness2. Love”.iE Dun:

WhenIHhink OgUpo aides Head
“I am «evs Hamblin

Mr,Caio

vi
TA Burst resusEa of Melody”

“Invitation to the Dance

Accompeniste!3iss ison. Miss
Fondly ?

~ Beery Now Contractor

  n'| theivisitors wouldnt have:

yenWeber, ari. by Liebling |"

WwW. C. Fields,isthe star of a new
a* week's run at the Circle Friday.

Starred in the same film are Rochelle Hudson, Richard Cromwell and
Lynne Overman. In “Poppy” Mr. Fields is cast as the foster papa of

- a pretty little rich girl, with whom he travels the carnival circuits.
‘When she turns out to be. an heiress, everybody is: happy except Mr,

/

Plenty Goeson When Cameras
Stop, Visitor at Studio:Finds

Glimpse Behind Gate Reveals Extra Teaching Dance to|s
Star, Loafing Actors, Busy Electricians.

The extra was teaching the dance—
a dignified gavot, or something like
it—to the star.

Two executives and a perspiring
dance director looked on. Nobody
else seemed to think it astonishing
that Miss Crawford should ask for
§ dancing lesson from an extra,
and ' before: the whole’ company.
“One, . two, step—one, two, back—

one, two, turn—now you're getting
it, ‘Miss~Crawford—one two, turn

”» ¥

The canvas chair-of Robert Tay-
lor, one of the four. leading men
in this picture, was occupied by a
beaming, self-conscious male extra.
Taylor was in another partof town

4 right - then, Visiting Barbara Stan-
wyek.

Douglas;James Stewart and Walter
Abel, were ‘sitting together, sipping

dance step. One wasoreboda pop and not saying muéhif
A wardrobe woman was bustling

about smoothing out gowns, taking
a tuck here; sponging a stdin there.

sew a button ‘on her own dress.

Dangerous Business

Busiest of all were the electricians
and camera crew. ‘When a camera
is moved for a new.setup, even a
fewyards, it entails a lot of work.

: and readjusted. And the network
of cables cluttering the floor out-
side camera range has to be un-
scrambled and relaid.
Some ofthe cables are attached

to metal terminals which look like
large electric switches and are laid,
‘unguarded, about the floor. Players
are very careful about stepping over
them, but sometimes an actress
wearing a metal-cloth gown with
train. crosses one.
Then thereis ablinding flash, a

shriek, andthe lady is left clothed
in practically nothing but astonish-
ment. She also may. be painfully
burned.

Fun for Mopper Uppers

Eddie, the man whose sole job is

Crawford's room, was sit-

boredom. Joan likes music while
resting, but nowshe was learning
an old-fashioned dance.
So Eddie loafed andwatched the

task was polishingthe-entire dance
floor prior to each take. They swung

rhythm, and bystanders began

six handy men grinned and. fa

ing linoleum.

‘somebody*important, came in the
set. “Where somestars?” de-
‘manded one of t
guide. He pointed out. the promi-
nent players.-
He didn’t notice—and probably

cared,
snyway—ihiat one of‘he‘bit play-
ers was Aileen Pringle, the Aileen
Pringle who a decade and more ago
was a star at this very studio.

  

3 Katharine Comell
| Praisefor Workin

The other leading men, Melvyn ;

Free for a moment, she paused to

All’ the lights have to be:moved

operating the phonograph in Miss|

ting on a box in an attitude of utter|

mop brigade—six handy menwhose |

their long-handledfloorpolishers in}

whistling the “Skaters’ Waltz” The
staged |

grotesque ‘little danceof their own |}
as they retreatedajong. the glisten- |.

Four visitors, probably relatives or 1be

.womenof their |

1)A

 
 

Wins) £

~ Shaw Play.

BY JAMES THRASHER

Tosée the uch dlseustedKath

and quickly, for her brief engage-
ment closes there this week.

The eminént actress who, almost
single-handed, is responsible for the
post-depression rennaisance of the
“road,” also is full of ambition. And
because she has a new play in the
offing, she is limiting her Western
appearances. to. Chicago and. .Los

_| Angeles, much to the disappoint-
ment of her many admirers.
‘Miss Cornell's performance in “St.

| Joan’has not been overrated. Her
performance, and that of an admir-
ably chosen cast, make the progiue-

: tion memorable.

Shaw ai. Best, Worst

The play, of course, is no such|
“starring” vehicle as “The Barretts”
or “Romeo andJuliet,” for as every
one knows,Mr. Shaw is more inter-

| ested in the propagation ~of ideas
than in dramatic portraiture. But
Miss Cornell plays the ‘Maia with
utter sincerity and simplicity, and
Joan emerges a believable, lovable;
tragic.and holy figure.
The play is Mr. Shaw at his best

and worst. His brilliant wit, broad
sympathies and true dramatic in-
stinct here proclaim him as one of
the greatest playwrights of the cen-

and audiences apparently have
found fault with it since the play's
premiere 13 years ago, and Mr, Shaw
still remains its chief protagonist. It
may, as the author says, clinch the
play’s purpose, but as drama it un-
doubtedly sinks to the level of an
amateur pageant in many places,

Evans Shares Honors

Maurice Evans, as the insipid, in-
vertebrate Dauphin, shares honors
with Miss Cornell through his sub-
tle and thoroughly delightful por-
trayal. He is abetted by Jo Miel-
giner’s costumes of inspired inepti-
tude. Mr. Mielziner’s settings, inci-
dentally, maintain his usual artistic
standard.

Miss Cornell, as do her audiences,

tains a high pitch of interest
through stretches of verbosity, and
whose artistry permits a just con-
sideration of a great human and
social document.

Times Special. :
NEW YORK; ne.16;_Gtithrie

McClintic has recently completed
negotiations to star Judith. Ander-
son with John Gielgud in“Hamlet”
next fall. ~
Miss Anderson, seen last season

in “The OldMaid” is to play the
Queen in amlet,”a role unlike
any she has takenso far.
Though: “Hamlet” will not mark

his first appearance in. America, it
is his first starring role. He ap-
peared as the Grand DukeAlexan-
der in “The Patriot” in1928. Since
that time he has risen to an emi-
nent position on the London stage,

Radio Stooge in Hollywood
Parkykarkas, Eddie Cantor's fam-

ous radio stooge, has: arrived in
Hollywood for his first RKO pro-
duction. PER ae
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m Robert Schmitz lo Discuss

~ Debussy's Friends’ Influence

Second Lecture on Compo

_ WFBM at iTomorrow; Music Isto
-

JE. Robert Schmitz devoted one of
his Wednesday lecture-recitals re-

cently to. disproving the notion that

the music of his friend and teacher,
Claude Debussy, was formless and

illogical,
Now,having disposed of the for-

mer premise, Mr. Schmitz is to.dis~

cussanother aspect of‘ the com-
poser’s genius at 2 tomorrow afters
noon onWFBM.
He will stress Debussy’s ‘early as-

sociation with poets, ‘sculptors,
painters, architects and authors
who, in Mr. Schmitz’ opinion,
greatly influenced. the form and
content of his art in later years. .
To illustrate the music embodying

some of these artistic principles, Mr.
Schmitz will play first the color-

the “EngulfedCathedral,” the Toc-
cata in C Major, the Etude for the
Chromatic Intervals, the ‘“‘Terrasse
des Audiences du Clair de Lune”
and *Fireworks.3 i

A program * compositions by
Nicolai Berezowskywill be the NBC
Music Guild offering at noon tomor-
row WEAF(760) and the Red

ser to be Broadcast Over |

Muscanto, soprano, to present two
songs, and the concert is to con-
clude with a Fantasie for Two
Pianos, played by the well-known
team of Triggs and Brodsky.

8 ® 2

Ferde Grofe, one of our more suc-
cessful workers in the vein of so=
called “symphonic jazz,” has written
a new orchestral suite entitled
“Wheels.” The third = movement,
“Union Pacific,” is to be played at
8:45 tonight over WFBM withthe
composer directing.

(By J.T)

- Best Short Waves
TUESDAY i
p. m.—Popular Tunes.

 

BERLIN-6
DJD, 25.4 1h. ;
MADRID=-6 m.—Special Pro=
Bn.for Americanlisteners. BEAK,

ty BS s of -
reLH19.6 om, 9.5mGBC, 25.5 m,,

> BERLIN1s -lish. DID, 2 2 Me=News in Eng. }

: pbaog P.
Press News Bulletins.
peg. 47.8..

”

m.—Canadian network. Mr. Berezowsky, one of |
five winners of the 1932 NBC Or- |
chestral Awards, is to be heard as
violinist with ‘William Bortman in
his Duo for Clarinet and Viola. Rae
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FredWaring
to Continue

Music onAir

Radio Program Contract
Is Renewed for 26

More Weeks.

Once again Fred Warihg and his
band are going to miss their sum-
mer vacation. A contract renewal
for 26 weeks, effective next Tues-
day, will start the organization on
its third summer for the same
sponsors. Fria
The program comes on at the

usual time, 7:30 tonight, over
WFBM, but the broadcast is to
‘move up to 7 with the start of the
new contract. Listeners are to hear
the regular Waring headliners—the
Lane Sisters, “Poley” McClintock,
‘Tom Waring, Ferne, Charles New-
man and all the rest through the
summer season.
Ferne, that’s’ all the name she

uses, is the only girl musician in
the Waring outfit. She started fid-
dling at the age of 5, gave up
music and became a ranking tennis
star in her native California during
school days, but returned to her
present profession when she won a
scholarship at the Curtis Institute
of Music in Philadelphia. She got
her job by mailing Mr. Waring her
own recording of “Sophisticated
Lady.”
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ROADCASTERS, like newspae-
per reporters, delight in

“scoops,” but usually they are not
publicized. =Mutual . Broadcasting
System announced. that it beat
other national networks by seven
minutes in getting on the air with
the celebrations in Topeka, Kas.,

after Gov. Alf M. Landon’s nomi«
nation last week.

# »

Miss Frieda Miller, United
States delegate to the Geneva In-
ternational Labor Conference, is
to’ give her ' impressions of the
coriclave through WEAF (760)
and the NBC Red hookup at 4:15
tomorrow. afternoon. Miss Miller
was a champion of the much dis-
de New York minimum wage
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“The tropics are scheduled to “get®
Walter O’Keefe some time between
7. and. 7:30 tonight, with WFBM

carrying the details. Surrounded by
natives, hulas and banana oil, Wale
ter, as an unshaven derelict, will
burlesque drama of the “Rain” and
“White Cargo” school. -Also in the
cast -are Alice Frost, Louis Sorin,
Jack. O'Keefe and Ted Husing,
Music: by Glen Gray's Casa Loma
lads and Deane Janis. »
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AROUND THE DIAL—Ted F
Rifo’s orchestra is being conic
forthe. musical background for the
/Eddie Cantorprograms.next fall. . ,..
A southern Illinois farmer has
named .a new rose “Rosedale in
honor of Uncle Ezra and his myth-
ical home town. . . . Variety com«
plains that Nina Paisley should be
given more solos on her present
commercial. . . . Phil Baker says he
understands that radio’s famous
midget, Johnny the Call Boy, comes
from’ a line of distinguished dn«
cestors.

: Plays ManyRoles
Owen Davis Jr., who has the title

role in “Bunker Bean,” has been
featured in almost 500 stage pro-
ductions.

Boxing Is’ Favorite Sport
Boxing is the favorite sport of
Owen Davis Jr., now in “Bunker
Bean.” He was on his college boxe
ing team,
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