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BROWN SNOW

'll/'hen President Roosevelt signed the farm act.
’ * he said:

‘The history of every nation is eventually
written in the way in which it cares for its soil.”

As if to emphasize the President’s warning, an-
other dust storm struck the Panhandle areas of
Oklahoma and Texas. “Visibility diminished to
rero.” said a press dispatch.

Writing from Oklahoma City, Thomas L. Stokes,
political correspondent, recently described the oil
derricks which rise beside ihat city's skyscrapers:

I saw their spidery forms against a background
of dust, a pinkish gray cloud hovering over the city,
swept up in one of a series of dust storms which pre-
sage a return of last year’s calamity.

"In the derricks and the dust clouds you have
symbols of the despoiling of this country out

here—the ravaging of Oklahoma’s two chief re-
sources, her oil and her farm lands, by those who
lust for quick profits and think not of the morrow.”

And a few days later came dispatches from New
England, describing the “brown snow” which fell,
leaving specks of Texas sand on the window panes,
green shutters and white clapboards of New England
homes.

Yet there arc some who say the farm problem is
local.

For the soil problems of the Western plains, to
be sure, the new farm program does not provide an
adequate solution. It might have sufficed if it had
been put in effect before the sod was plowed up to
grow $2 wartime wheat. But erosion has worked
so fact and ruthlessly that in a great part of this
area no plan of crop rotation, by which a farmer
can gain a livelihood, is feasible. According to Dr.
Paul Sears, author of "Deserts on the March,” the
only possible way to check those drifting sands is
to restore a grass cover and leave the land to decades
of nature's patient healing.

And this involves also the moving of stranded
families. Fortunately, the Resettlement Adminis-

tration already has launched in the dust bowl a
$10,000,000 program of land purchase, land resod-
ding and moving of families to more fertile areas.
Dr. Tugwell's organization has here a magnificent

opportunity to do something really worth while.
a o a

TT is for the millions of fertile acres as yet only
slightly wasted by erosion that the new soil con-

servation and domestic allotment farm act is intend-
ed. The government will spend a half billion dol-
lars a year to induce farmers to plant less land in
crops which take the soil’s fertility and expose it to
the w-ind and the rains, and plant more land in le-
gumes and grasses, which build fertility and bind the
soil against erosion.

If every cent of it were borrowed money, the fi-
nancial burden passed on to future generations

would be more than compensated for by saving a
heritage of soil from which those of the future can
get the food and fibers they will need for existence.

WHAT’S IT ALL ABOUT? -

VITHEN United States Lines laid up the Leviathan
’ * contrary to the terms qf a contract it had

with the government, it became liable for payment
of a $1,000,000 forfeit.

Secretary of Commerce Roper, however, waived

collection of the $1,000,000 on condition that the
company build anew liner. This deal obligated the
government to put up at least $7,500,000 from the

construction loan fund, notwithstanding the vigorous
condemnation of that fund by President Roosevelt
in a message to Congress.

Roper specified that invitations to bid on con-
struction of the new ship should be sent out not later
than Sept. 16 last. When that day arrived no invi-
tations had been issued. Instead, Roper issued a
statement. He said the Commerce Department had
instructed the company to revise its plans to provide
greater safety for passengers. How he could order

of plans he had not seen, he did not explain.
Accordingly, he extended to Nov. 16 the limit for

requesting bids and stated that construction must
start not later than Dec. 16. To date, not only has
no construction been started, but the construction
price hasn't even been decided.

So. once more Roper has set anew deadline. This
time it is April 1. Again the reason given is revision

of plans. And again no really satisfactory explana-
tion for the delay is volunteered.

Is the Secretary genuinely interested in rescuing
our merchant marine from virtual extinction or is he
merely acting as a steamship agent?

IF WASHINGTON WERE A CANDIDATE
TODAY

TF Gecgc Washington were' alive today he would
stand no chance of election as President, The

Living Church, Episcopal organ, declares.
In support of this statement, an editorial points

out that Washington would be opposed by the fol-
lowing elements:

1. By the American Legion, the Daughters of the
American Revolution and the Liberty League, be-
cause he was a known radical of revolutionary ten-
dencies.

2. By William Randolph Hearsff for the above
reasons and also because he was born an English-
man.

3. By President Roosevelt and the New Dealers,
because he believed in the Constitution and in rug-
ged individualism.

4. By Bishop Cannon and the Methodist Board
of Prohibition, Temperance and Public Morals, be-
cause he believed in life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness, and kept the best cellar in Virginia.

5. By the Roman Catholics and Missouri Synod
Lutherans, because he was a Mason.

6. By the Atheist Society, because he was a
Churchman.

7. By the Negroes and the Civil Liberties Union,
because he kept slaves.

8 By the Communists and other radicals, be-
cause he was an aristocrat and a capitalist.

9. By the aristocrats and capitalists, because he
believed in democracy and the rights of the com-
mon man.

10. By the League of Nations Association and the
Internationalists, because he warned of entangling
foreign alliances. J

11. By the isolationists and hundred percenters

because he entered into a treaty of alliance with
France, and welcomed Lafayette, Von Steuben and
Kosciusko as his allies.

12. By the conservationists and the Amalgamated
PYuit Growers of America, because he cut down the
cherry tree.

% THE TOLEDO PLAN
'T'HE best commentary on the effectiveness of the
A Toledo Plan for Industrial Peace, which various

cities are studying, exists in humming wheels and un-
interrupted production lines of a score of plants
where employer-employe disputes have been averted
or settled due to peace board offices.

The settlement of a strike In the dry-cleaning in-
dustry involving 1500 employes; of a textile workers’
walkout involving 400 men; of a laundry ffrm strike
affecting 12 branches; of a large dairy company
walkout; of two major strikes in automotive accessor-
ies plants—these are the achievements of the Toledo
Peace Plan as the public has known them.

But there have been many settlements of threat-
ened industrial difficulties quite without publicity.
There have been behind-the-scene meetings of em-
ployer and worker, engineered by the Peace Board,
which have settled disputed points, kept men at
their jobs, pay rolls on the upgrade and Toledo
industry in pace with national upturn.

Toledo is pretty strongly for the Plan today.
There was much skepticism last summer when it was
first proposed by Edward F. McGrady, Assistant Sec-
retary of Labor. Both labor and employers feared
some of their prerogatives might be taken away.

No one contends that the plan is perfect. Not
every one favors it. But the fact remains it has done
more for industrial peace in Toledo than anything
else the city has had.

r I 'HE Peace Board is composed of 18 members.
Five were chosen by labor, five by the em-

ployers, and eight by Ralph Lind, secretary of the
Cleveland Regional Labor Board, who has been
temporary chairman of the local Peace Board.
The board has an executive secretary, L. S. Harding,
whose salary up to this time has been paid by the
Federal government. The government is now with-
drawing this aid and a local plan of financing is
being considered.

Sometimes Secretary Harding alone, other times
Mr. Harding with Chairman Lind, still other times
one or both working with a small panel of the
board’s, membership, have worked out these settle-
ments. The board has no legal rights and it can
compel no one to give up anything.

It has settled strikes and averted others by acting
as a meeting ground for both sides where points at
issue could be considered, with particular regard for
the community’s welfare. Its sole .force has been
public opinion. The. newspapers have backed the
board solidly.

The first Peace Plan settlements came in July,,
when a restraint strike and a dry-cleaning strike
were settled. In August, the textile strike seemed
imminent, but Chairman Lind effected an agree-
ment between the textile workers’ union and the
manageirient. The same month there was a laundry
strike, and it was settled quickly.

In September, drivers, dockmen and inside work-
ers of a large dairy struck. A panel of six Peace
Board members was in session five hours with rep-
resentatives of both sides, and obtained settlement.
Chairman Lind alone settled a serious auto accessory
plant strike in October.

The most recent major settlement has been in
the dispute at a spring manufacturing plant, where
425 employes were out. Differences seemed irrecon-
cilable, and it took time for the Peace Board to
get the disputants together. The plant closed down
for weeks, but finally the board was able to effect a
settlement.

This was the only protracted strike Toledo has
had since the Peace Plan became operative.

, MACHINES MAKE JOBS
A/TACHINES often are accused of causing un-

employment. Actually they do the reverse, ac-
cording to the Machinery and Allied Products Insti-
tute.

Study of current employment figures shows, ac-
cording to the Institute, that “employment is higher
in intensely mechanized industries, in comparison to
pre-depression levels, than it is in occupations in
which few or no machines are used.”

Citing particularly the printing trades, women's
clothing manufacture, baking, petroleum refining,
automobile and airplane manufacturing, the Institute
says:

“Almost without exception in such industries as
this where machine methods have been developed
to a high degree volume of production has increased
to such an extent that more workers are needed.”

A WOMAN’S VIEWPOINT
By Mrs. Walter Ferguson

npo remain young is the chief desire of the Amer-
ican woman, says a professional dispenser of

advice to the ladies. Next, it seems, she would like
her romance to be unending, and after that she
wants financial security.

All of which is a large order.
Wanting all this is nothing unusual, of course.

Mortals always have dallied with the idea of Utopias
and fairy kingdoms and miracles worked with magic.
Old cemeteries are planted with alchemists who
spent their lives seeking a formula for making gold.

The woman who hopes to stay young very long
, after 40 is evidently too much preoccupied with

self. If she expects the thrills of first love to last
a lifetime, she exists in a dream world. And when
she wants financial security without turning her
hand to earn it, she is a parasite on society.

These stories about us which appear so often
nowadays in the daily papers must be taken with a
grain of salt. After all the American woman is
merely a figure of speech. If she exists at all, it’s
dangerous to generalize about her. For the minority
gives leaven to the loaf.

Behind the popularity of amateur radio hours
lurks the hidden dream—the dream of quick, easy
money, of public adulation, of unearned fame.
Women even more than men have been seduced by
that dream. Hollywood has made us beauty con-
scious; the word “glamour'’ has hypnotized iu And
when the cold-creamed vacuity of an Edna Wallace
Hopper face can rake in so many shekels, why
tend the spinning wheels? So reasons the modern
girl. But it's the other kind of woman upon whom
society always depends—those who nurture the
children, nurse the sick and help the men. There
is no formula for staying young; there is a formula
for feeling young—be useful.

FROM THE RECORD
SENATOR LEWIS (D., 111.), rising to attack war-

debt defaulters: Mr. President. I presume this
honorable body will conclude that in discussing the
matter I am about to bring to the attention of the

Senate I am seeking to emulate the character which
Carlyle introduces in his Sartor Resartus, claiming
that persistency with obstinacy may finally reach
some final result, even if not a favorable one.

an

Senator Couzens (R., Mich.): Even some of the
dumb bankers who have run the banks during the
depression and prior thereto wire able to show great
improvement in the year 1935. i
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Squaring
the Circle

With
THE HOOSIER EDITOR

j /~vN the first “spring” day, with the

! temperature around 45 again, an
j old gentleman with a wing collar
and a cane walked along Delaware-

! st and seemed to enjoy himself .
. .

fifteen persons stood around watch-
ing three men dig a hole at Wash-
ington and Illiriois-sts to fix a steam
pipe ... a young couple came out

; of a store on Washington-st talking
so earnestly about their purchases

i that they ran into a man ... six
| small boys baseball in the
, park at 30th-st and Fall Creek-blvd
... a block up three smaller boys

j lad kites in the air . . . two bovs
! I*k*i kites in the air at the War
| Memorial plaza.

nun
A SMALL white dog trotted

: sheepishly up Capitol-av
looking pretty “panty-waist” in a
green sweater . . . three people were
sauntering along the bank of Fall
Creek near Guilford-av. .

Smoke came from shanties across
Fall Creek from the nice Fall Creek-
blvd homes near Coliseum-av and in
plain view of them. ... A Negro
leaned against a building in the
sun in the mo block of S. Ulinois-st
and idly polished some brass
trimming. ... a feminine voice
called The Indianapolis Times and
asked the operator to connect her
with the man who had met her last
night and made a date with her;
when she couldn’t identify him. she
asked the operator if she thought
she should keep the date

. . . several
more people wrote to a lady, who
was pictured in The Times as giving
medicine to her grandchild, for a
recipe for sulphur and molasses.

The other day a large man
wheezed away from the General
Motors exhibit at the State Fair-
ground in a Model T.

ana
A MAN and a woman were riding

in a car that was so inexpertly
driven that it bumped into another
at a street corner.

The woman in the car was thrown
out by the impact. The man drove
on without her and without inves-
tigating property damage.

Another woman was driving the
other car. She set out in pursuit

and ran the hit-and-run man to the
curb. She got out and upbraided
him:

“You know that accident was your
fault don’t you? And besides, I don't
think much of you for losing that
lady back there in the street.”

The lost lady got home somehow,
police say.

,
a tt tt

T WENT to see Charles Chaplin
at the Palace, and renewed an

old acquaintance. I liked him, but
then I always do. When I left the
theater I walked all over the down-
down part of the city, hoping to
find someone on the streets that,
by an incrediole stretch of the
imagination, would look or act or
seem like Chaplin.

I didn’t find any one. Every one
in the station he represents seemed
to be scarred from a hard winter
and bitter with horrible despair.
Then I remembered there are no
winter scenes in the Chaplin pic-
ture. He didn’t have to put up
with the cold.

Every one seemed to be bitten by
the depression. And then I re-
membered that every one, in the
Chaplin picture, but the waif he
squired around when neither was
in jail, seemed to be either afflu-
ent or about to be.

And I coudn’t help but think
that if there had been a Chaplin-
esque character in town he would
by now be in the hands of police.
He would have been in the theater
penthouse police raided several
days ago and found to be the secret,
perilous and favorite hangout of
the more enterprising of the street
gamins.

They're in jail, you know.
a tt tt

TUST a moment ago I saw a man
** sitting in what appeared to be
utter despair at a desk in a down-
town hotel lobby. His elbows were
on the desk top, and his head was
resting on one hand. The other
hand gripped his gray hair.

Across from him was a younger
man. He had extended his hands
and was firmly gripping the arms
of the dejected one. He said:

“Oh. come now. We've still got
10 per cent.”
I don’t know how it came out.

AT THE END OF THE RAINBOW
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TODAY’S SCIENCE
BY DAVID DIETZ

A motion picture camera ca-
pable of taking from 200 to

2000 pictures per second and of
photographing objects moving at
the rate of six miles a minute, has
been perfected by Gustavus J. Esse-
len. Inc., of Boston.

This represents an increase of
frc-m 10 to 100 times over the
speed cf the ordinary movie. The
talkies which you see at your fa-
vorite theater are photographed at
the rate of 24 exposures per second.

The new device is expected to
prove of exceptional value in scien-
tific studies, according to a report
in Industrial and Engineering
Chemistry’, official publication of
the American Chemical Society.

It is believed that it now will be
possible to photograph sound waves
in motion, air currents in circulat-
ing systems, and so on.

The great importance of the de-
vice lies not only in its ability to
photograph scenes at high speed but
in the fact that when the film is
run off at ordinary speed, the effect
is to slow down the motion to about
.008 of its original speed.

Thus, for example, photographs
can be made of metals and other
materials in tests for stress, strain,
shear, and breaking effects. When
these Pictures are run off at ordi-
nary speed they slow down the
events to such an extent as to per-
mit visually analysis of what hap-
pened.

The Hoosier Forum
, I disapprove of what you say, but 1 will defend

to the death your right to say it.—Voltaire.

(Times readers are invited to express
their views in these columns, rclipious
controversies excluded. Make vour letters
short, so all can have a chance. Limit
them to SoO words or less. Your letter
must he siqned, hut names will he
withheld on reouest.)

JOHN L. LEWIS LAUDED
FOR WORK.
By Arthur Julbert

The United Mine Workers of
America should have good reason
to be proud of their president, John
L. Lewis. In Mr. Lewis, the miners
have one of the finest presidents
they ever had. He fears nothing
when it comes to taking care of the
miners union and always is looking
for the welfare of his men.

John L. Lewis is one man that can
not be bought off. Since the miners
have moved their headquarters to
Washington, it gives him a better
chance to mingle with Senators and
Congressmen, and above all, the
President.

Mr. Lewis knows how hard he and
his men have fought to hold the
They have been aided by a very
friendly Administration. Can any
one wonder why John L. Lewis and

Watch Your Health

miners’ pay up to where it is now.
the U. M. W. of A. pledge their
money and support to the Roosevelt
Administration?

Mr. Lewis and other high officers
showed they were for the men they
represent when they refused to ac-
cept a big increase in salary.

We need more men like Lewis.
a a tt

WRITER IS STANDING
BEHIND ROOSEVELT
By Charles M. Bell, Cambridge City

Our Honorable President is doing
the very best he can; he is doing
all within his power to lead us out
of this depression brought on by
the mismanagement of a former
Administration, causing disorder
and confusion throughout the na-
tion, and who now is preaching
from the housetops and hilltops to
the people to save the Constitution.

They are trying to make the peo-
ple believe that our present Admin-
istration is trying to destroy our
Constitution, putting us in the red
and telling us what they are going
to do (if), but saying little about
what they have done.

I suppose if given another chance

THERE are several ways of find-
ing whether you are sensitive

to certain foods. The commonest
offenders with children are milk,
eggs, and wheat. Adults frequently
are sensitive to pork fat, sea foods,
nuts, and, less frequently, to some
fruits or vegetables.
Meats, except pork, appear least

likely of all foods to create sensi-
tivities. If you are sensitive to
wheat, linseed oil, or cottonseed oil,
you are almost certain to have
trouble, because of the wide use of
these substances in cookery.

Doctors test sensitivity in several
ways. First they make careful in-
vestigation of your record to de-
termine whether you become ill with
any of the known symptoms after
eating certain foods. Another
method is to make a slight scratch
on the skin and place on this
scratch a drop of a concentrated
extract of the protein of the food
concerned. If you are sensitive,
you react with a red spot or an
eruption.

A still more delicate test is to
inject a tiny amount of the extract
under the skin with a hypodermic
needle. Sensitivity reveals itself by
spread of swelling from the point
of injection to an area up to an
inch in diameter.

If you are sensitive to a food, you
may become sick from a single
spoonful of it, and yet be able to
eat 20 times the amount of some
other food substance without hav-

Inclose a 3-cent stamp for reply when
addressing any question of fact or In-
formation to The Indianapolis Times
Washington Service Bureau, 1013 13th-
it. N. W., Washington. D. C. Legal and
medical advice can not be given, nor
ean extended research be undertaken.

Q—What is the address of the Na-
tional Conference on Legalizing
Lotteries?

A—ssl Fifth-av, New York City.
Q—Do edible oysters produce val-

uable pearls?
A—No; because their shells have

only limited iridescence.
Q—What is the name of the selec-

tion played for Veloz and'Yolanda
during their Cobra Dance in “Under
the Pampas Moon?’’ Who com-
posed it?

A—lt was in an old play, “The
True Tragedy of Richard the
Third,” written in 1594. and Shake-
speare put them in the mouth of
the king in his play, “Richard III.”

Q—ls Germany a member of the
League of Nations?

A—No.
Q—ls David Grayson the real

name of the author?
A—lt is the pen name of Ray

Stannard Baker.

Q—Can anew type of wearing ap-
parel be patented?

A—Yes.

Q—Can an idea or theory be
patented? %

A—A patent'will not be granted

IF YOU CAN’T ANSWER, ASK THE TIMES!
for a theory, idea or suggestion.
A patent may be obtained only for
any new and useful art, machine,
manufacture or composition of mat-
ter or any improvement thereof, a
new. variety of plant, cr anew,
original and ornamental design for
an article of manufacture. The
outline of anew theory may be
copyrighted.

Q—When and by whom was the
Mosque of Omar in Jerusalem
built?

A—Abd el Malik Ibn Merwan is-
sued orders for the building in 684
A. D., and the work was completed
in 691 A. D. It is sometimes called
The Dome of the Rock.

Q—Does California or Florida
produce the largest crops of grape-
fruit and oranges?

A—California produces more
oranges, and Florida produces rru.re
grapefruit.

Q—What minerals, other than
silver, are mined in Nevada?

A—Copper, gold. lead, zinc, man-
ganese, tungsten, platinum and
uranium.

Q —What is Quadragesima Sun-
day?

A—The first Sunday in Lent.

Q—ln what motion picture was
the song, “I’m a Dreamer, Aren’t
We All”?

A—“Sunny Side Up,”i with Janet
Gaynor and’Charles F belL

ing a symptom. Moreover, if you
are sensitive to one member of a
family of food substances, you are
likely to react unpleasantly to all
members of that family.

a a a

YOU can see from all this that in
such cases scientific investiga-

tion by a physician is necessary for
proper diagnosis.

Besides the skin test, there is the
“trial and error” method of deter-
mining the presence of sensitivity.
Thus, the patient may go on a sim-
ple diet containing a few food sub-
stances to which he knows he is not
sensitive, and then gradually add
one food at a time, observing the
reactions and marking the ones
which cause symptoms of distress.

In a recent analysis of 500 cases
of people who suffered after eating,
onions, cabbage and apples were
found to cause the most trouble.
Then came chocolate, radishes, to-
matoes, cucumbers and eggs; after
that, fats, greasy and rich foods,
strawberries and coffee.

Os course, not all the trouble after
eating foods is due to sensitivity.
There are people whose bowels ap-
parently are irritated by chemical
factors associated with certain foods.

Among the foods which seem to
cause the least amount of trouble
to the most people are lamb, gela-
tin, butter, rice, barley, tapioca,
lima or string beans, cooked apples,
beets, asparagus, peas, potatoes, tur-
nips, parsnips, artichokes, pumpkins,
cooked pears and weak tea.

they will try to save what was left
of our Constitution after the crash
of 1929.

Remember, Mr. John Public, don’t
swap horses in the middle of the
stream. I am, for one, going to
stand by our Honorable President,
Franklin D. Roosevelt, and the pres-
ent Administration.

ana

PITS IN CITY STREETS
BRING COMPLAINT
By Jimmy Cafouros

It will not be long till flying ma-
chines will sell at a premium in In-
dianapolis. They will be necessary.
The streets of the city demand it.
Large pits pepper every highway in
the metropolis. Surface travel is
hazardous. Cars can hardly crawl
into the holes and get out again
safely. Only one alternative is left.
They must fly over the holes.

There may be a rational reason
for all this. One thing, however is
evident. The city fathers, the ad-
ministration, the Mayor, the various
boards and all the incidental poli-
ticians sign their names on the
streets and byways of the city. The
kind of streets the administration
countenances is the measure of the
efficiency of the incumbents.

Placards and signs—great bill-
boards—posted at strategic points
throughout the city literally scream
from the housetops the fact of a
fine park system. But all this fine
propaganda is not backed up by
facts of a more utilitarian nature.

LADY OF THE SNOWS
BY ALONZO RICE

My Lady of the Snows is fair,
Her charming moods are mani-

fold;
She stands aloof with queenly air,

And heart so strangely cold!

I needs must worship from afar,
Nor touch my Lady’s garment

hem;
The ardent flame of love would

mar,
And spoil each lustrous gem!

DAILY THOUGHT
But if ye do not forgive, neither

will your Father which is in heaven
forgive your trespasses.—St. Mark
11:26.

A WISE man will make haste to
forgive, because he knows the

ful' value of time and will not
suffer it to pass away in unneces-
sary pain.—Rambler.

MARCH 3, 1936

Vagabond
from

Indiana
ERNIE PYLE

/r'VCALA. Fla.. March 3. Army
engineers had been waiting for

the “go ahead" on the Florida Canal
for a long time. They had surveyed

it. and made many reports, and

knew just what to do.
Last Aug. 31 President Roosevelt

signed the papers allotting $5,000,000
to start the canal. Three days latef
the engineers arrived at Ocala and
set up headquarters. Two days
later they raked up a pile of sand
in a field, put some dynamite in
it, had some speeches, and lit the
fuse. The canal was under way.
This was Sept. 5.

Two miles and a half south of
Ocala they leased some scrub pine
land along a highway. They got it
for a dollar.

Sixty days later that spot was s
little city. Seventy-six cool-looking
white bungalows, with green roofs,
sat among the pine trees. And two
dormitories,* and a half dozen bi*
administration buildings, and draft-
ing rooms and office quarters. All
with streets and yards and lights
and running water—in 60 days.
They call it Camp Roosevelt. It
cost $500,000.

a tt n

WHILE this was going on, they
were getting the actual work

started.

The route of the canal runs two

miles south of the camp. So that’s
where they began. They rented 75
mule teams from up in Georgia,
hooked them to Army scrapers,
hired men from the Florida relief
rolls to run them, and started
scraping in a field.

Today that field is a hole 40 feet
deep, and down in the bottom the
mules and the men are still scrap-
ing away. That’s the mule picture
which the canal opposition has used
so much —to show how backward
these Twentieth Century canal
builders are.

But there is method in their
backward madness. Much of the
canal digging is to be let out un-
der contract. But the engineers al-
ways do an item or two themselves,
just a yardstick, so the contrac-
tors can’t put anything over. This
mule gang is the yardstick.

It’s the only spot where work is
being done directly by the govern-
ment. The rest is under private con-
tract.

a a a

CREWS were sent out to clear

the right-of-way the minute
the canal was assured. They cut

down trees and brush too. They

burned the brush and cut up the
wood for luml er and firewood. The

canal right-of-way is a mile wide.
This mile strip, by now stretching
pretty well across Florida, is as
bare as the Mojave Desert.

One day last September hundreds
of contractors assembled under the
trees at Camp Roosevelt. Bids were
opened. Nine of them were success-
ful.

Some 25 “items” were assigned to
these contractors. An “item” is a
certain area of the canal, usually
about a mile long.

The 25 items were stretched from
Ocala west, for 20 miles. The con-
tractors built work camps near their
“items,” camps such as the CCC
uses.

tt a a

EACH contractor is required to

use so much man power. His

official requirement is one “man

year” of work for every SIOOO
spent. This is so they won’t do it
all by machinery, and leave Florida's
unemployed thousands out on a
limb.

Also, in these present early stages,
they are experimenting with ma-
chinery. Nearly all of the contrac-
tors use different methods of dig-
ging. Some use plain trucks and
trailers, with shovelers filling them
by hand.

Some have tractor scrapers, and
use up their man power by making
men push wheelbarrows full of

sand. Incidentally, these wheelbar-
rows have big pneumatic rubber
tires. They say a man can wheel
twice as many trips through sand
with these tires. they
hit a nail, and blow out.)

Some contractors stretch an end-
less conveyor belt across the floor
of the excavation, and have hun-
dreds of men shoveling dirt on to it.
The belt dumps the dirt up on the
bank.

The contractors and their 6000

men are moving 100.000 tons of sand
every 24 hours. If you think that
isn't a lot of sand, try shoveling half
a yard some time.

SIDE GLANCES By George Clark

“I’m glad you’ve caught up with him, at last, officer. He
has been driving around like that since before you were

korn.” /
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