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KATHARINE HEPBURN REACHES PEAK IN 'SYLVIA SCARLETT'
Brilliant Actress Proves

Right to High Place in
Stardom in Latest Film

Plays Role of Swaggering Boy and, Later, Charming
Lovely Lady in Manner that Brings

Acclaim From Writer.
BY JOHN W. THOMPSON

If there was ever any doubt that Katharine Hepburn was one of
the screen’s three or four best actresses it will be dispelled with her
appearance in “Sylvia Scarlett” at the Circle.

First as a boy, swaggering, moody, hands stuffed in pockets, then as
a lovely, charming lady, Miss Hepburn gives the grandest performance
of her career. It is the fact that "Sylvia” is the hardest role the youth-
ful actress has attempted that makes her success so outstanding. We
can think of no other cinema actress who could encompass the same
part with equal alacrity.

Closeyp and Comedy]
by ERSKINE JOHNSON-GEORGE SCARBO

Opening Tomorrow
Apollo

“THE MAN WHO BROKE THE BANK AT MONTE CARLO.”
Ronald Colman, Joan Bennett, Colin Clive and Nigel Bruce. Di-
rector, Stephen Roberts. Screen play, Ilia Surgutchoff and Fred-
erick Swann.

STORY: Stranger wins 10 million, breaks bank at Monte Carlo.
Vaudeville singer hired to lure him back. He falls for her, accepts
invitation to run off to Monte Carlo. Girl doesn’t arrive in time
to warn him against gamblers and he looses all. Blames loss on
girl, sets out to find her. Finds she wants him poor so she can
confess love. There's a wedding bell finale.

Lyric.
“SHOW THEM NO MERCY.” Rochelle Hudson, Edward Norris,

Cesar Romero, Bruce Cabot, Warren Hymer and Edward Brophy;
director, George Marshall; screen play, Kubec Glasmon.

STORY: Husband, wife, baby blunder into gang hideout. Gang-
sters demand ransom money be distributed by husband. Discover
ransom money marked. Gangsters plot murder of prisoners when
G-men pick up trail. Mother gets hold of machine gun, saves day.

ON THE STAGE: Carl Freed and his Harmonicans in a pro-
gram ranging from symphonic to jazz numbers; Sylvia Manon and
company in “Dance of the Blue Danube”; Monroe Brothers as the
"Two Bouncing Tramps”; accordion music and acrobatic dancing
by Balabanow Five; a comedy musical novelty, “Sawing a Violin in
Half,” by Fid Gordon.
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The story, a rather long and drawn
out affair, which has an unusual
amount of interest right up to the
final scene, concerns the girl, Syl-
via Scarlett, and her father, Henry
Scarlett, who takes to thievery fol-
lowing his wife’s death. The two
join forces with Jimmie Monkley,
(C3ry Grant) and specialize in con-
fidence games. Sylvia is forced to
disguise as a boy in order to throw
suspicion from her father, a target
for the police.

From Theatrical Troup
While working for jewels in the

home of one of Jimmie's friends,
Maudie, Sylvia drinks enough cham-
pagne to change her view of life. A
large mural of a sea-coast scene on
the wall helps, too, and before the
party is over, the participants,
Maudie included, have been won
over to Sylvia’s proposition to form
a traveling theatrical troupe.

While performing in a small Eng-
land village, the show is interrupted
by Michael Fane, philandering ar-
tist, who laughs at Maudie’s aolo.
Sylvia gives him a piece of her mind,
and Michael likes the spirit of the
“boy.” So they have a party at his
home. It ends with the “boy” slap-
ping the pretty face of Michael’s
sweetheart, Lily.

But Michael asks Sylvia to come
and pose for him, and she does,
dressed in a simple dress “borrowed”
while its owner goes swimming. The
surprise shocks Michael, but the dis-
covery that his model is a girl in-
stead of boy, is a pleasant one, and
he promptly makes love to her.

Acting is Poignant
Lily interferes, and Sylvia runs

home. There things are happening
thick and fast. Maudie runs away
with another man. Henry, insanely
in love with Maudie, jumps over a
cliff, kills himself. Jimmie, de-
lighted that the “boy” of the troupe
is really a lovely lady, almost makes
off with her. Jimmie, however, runs
off with the show wagon plus the
willing Lily. Michael and Sylvia
chase them, end up by not finding
them and falling in love with each
other.

Miss Hepburn’s portrayal of the
boy, “Sylvester,” is as poignant a
piece of acting as the screen has
offered this year or any other year.
When she takes off the trousers,
dons a skirt, for the first time, one
feels sorry for an awkward boy
rather than for a too graceful girl.

Mr. Aherne is above his usual par
as the imposing Michael. Cary
Grant gives a surprising perform-
ance as Jimmie, the tough crook.
The debut of the princess, Natalie

Paley, is a splendid one. She has
a catching personality, nice features
and passable acting talents.

Edmund Gwenn is excellent as
the weak, romantic Henry Scarlett,
and Dennie Moore brings s. really
funny comedienne to the screen
with her impersonation of Maudie.

“Sylvia Scarlett” is, as “Alice
Adams” was, Miss Hepburn’s pic-
ture. There is not another actress
in the lists who can equal the Ver-
satility, the grace, the loveliness, the
winning personality Miss Hepburn
has turned on for this picture.

It will go down in the movie al-
bum as a work of art, as surely as
anything Mary Pickford or Charlie
Chaplin ever did. It is a tribute
in itself to the strenuous hours this
capable artist put ni to bring it up
to her own high standards.

Chaplin Is His
Own Film Unit

Comedian Accomplished in
Varied Activities.

Times Special

HOLLYWOOD. Jan. 2.—Charlie
Chaplin is the only individual in the
motion picture industry who has
been a successful organization in
himself—writing, starring in, pro-
ducing, directing, cutting, editing
and scoring his own productions.

Although he never has taken a
lesson, Mr. Chaplin can play eight
musical instruments. He also is
something of a composer, having
written the music for “City Lights”
and for his forthcoming picture,
“Modern Times,” and several popu-
lar songs, among which is remem-
bered “There’s Always One You
Can’t Forget.”

Another of his accomplishments
is painting, and an outstanding ex-
ample of his versatility is his writ-
ing. Not only is he author of his
screen plays, but also two books,
“My Trip Abroad” and “A Comedian
Sees the World.'’

And if that isn't enough, credit
him with being an economist, hav-
ing written a number of articles on
the subject of finance and the gold
standard. Top it off with his record
as former amateur long distance
runner of rank in England.

WHERE, WHAT, WHEN
APOLLO

"The Littlest Rebel,” starring
Shirley Temple, at 11, 12:51, 2:42,
4:33, 6:24, 8:15 and 10:06.

CIRCLE
'Sylvia Scarlett,” with Katharine

H?pburn and Brian Aherne, at 11,
1:10, 3:25, 5:35, 7:50. and 10.

INDIANA
“Collegiate,” with Joe Penner,

Jack Oakie, Prances Langford, Goo-
Goo (Penner’s duck), at 11:50, 1:50.3:55, 5:55, 7:55, 10 and 12:05.

LOEWS
"Riffraff” with Jean Harlow and

Spencer Tracy, at 11, 1:15, 3:30, 5:45,
8, and 10:15.

LYRIC
"Miss Pacific Fleet,” with JoanBlondell, Glenda Farrell, Allen Jen-

kins and Hugh Herbert at 12:41, 3:20.
5:48. 8:16 and 10.44.

Vaudeville headlined by Billy Barty
at 2:10. 4:38, 7:06 and 9:34.

OHIO

“The Awakening of Jim Burke,”
featuring Jack Holt, at 10:30, 1:22,
4:14, 7:06 and 8:58. Also “The Irish
in Us,” with James Cagneyfi Pat
O’Brien and Olivia de Havilland, at
11:59, 2:51, 5:43, 7:35 and 10:04.
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Filters Provide
Unique Effects

Device Will Be Used in Film-
ing 'Good Earth.’

Times Special

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 2.—Feats of
camera magic are to mark the film-
ing of “The Good Earth,” which is

to go into production soon.
Following several months of ex-

periment, Karl Freund, European
cameraman, has developed a me-
chanical “corrector” which, within
& camera lens, can be adjusted to
photograph any complexion in any
desired effect on the film.

It is accomplished by a series of
light filters, moved by a motor.
They can change positions several
times with each film exposure. By
adjusting the speed of the changes,
effects of different makeups are ob-
tained by optical illusion.

Another new invention is a film,
impregnated with iron dust, on
which sound is recorded magnet-
ically.

King Pleased
Olympe Bradna, 15-year-old danc-

ing sensation, treasures a note
from the King of Sweden in which
he said her dancing pleased him.

Tests Made of
Muni's Makeup

Former 'Stand-In’ Acts as
Subject for Experiments.

Times Special

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 2.—“Dutch”
Pettit, former stand-in for Richard
Barthelmess, has one of the strang-
est movie jobs on record. He is
now a “human guinea pig.”

Mr. Pettit is employed in a stu-
dio makeup department, and his
new duty is to sit for experiments
on the elaborate makeups Paul Muni
is to wear in “The Good Earth.”
These range from youth to extreme
old age.

Jack Dawn, makeup director, is
using various “facial inlays” made
according to a secret process. Mr.
Pettit wears them from one to eight
hours.

Mr. Dawn’s new invention con-
sists of plastic inlays, made from
casts of the face much as dentists
make plates, bridges and inlays. He
also has discovered a water-soluble
gum to replace the old irritating
spirit gum. With this, scars and
such details can be worn indefi-
nitely.

Mr. Muni Is working daily With
Mr. Dawn, Louise Rainer, as soon
as she finishes “The Great Zeig-
feld,” is slated for the same ex-
periment.

Unique Watch Shows
Differences in Time

Times Special

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 2.—Cecil B.
De Mille, one of the foremost pro-
ducers of 'motion pictures, has ac-
quired for his collection of unusual
objects a watch which tells simul-
taneously the correct time in six
principal cities of the world.

Six dials marked “Mexico City,”
“London,” “New York,” “Paris,”
“Berlin” and “Madrid” show the dif-
ference in time.

In addition to its value as a curi-
osity, the timepiece is useful to
busy executives who must contact
foreign cities by telephone or cable.

Started as Comedian
Joseph Calleis, former “play doc-

tor” of Broadway, and present
“menace” of the screen, began his
stage career as a Scotch comedian.

Serenade Brings Drenching
Jack Oakie and Joe Penner were

drenched with a bucket of water
while serenading Gladys Swarthout.
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Gotham Awaits
Giannini's Debut
Young Singer to Appear in

Metropolitan Opera.
Although the opening of the

Metropolitan Opera season included
11 important debuts in this, its first

week, the first performance there of

Dusolina Giannini this month is
causing considerable excitement.

The Metropolitan is the last field
left unconquered in this young
singer’s career, and she is to come
to its stage after a triumphant sea-
son abroad. Her tour extended
through 18 months, and included
more than 100 appearances in con-
cert and opera. Notable among
these was a performance of Mozart’s
“Don Giovanni” at the famous Salz-
burg Festival in August, undertaken
at the request of Arturo Toscanini.
A return engagement at the Berlin
State Opera House in “La Tosca”
brought her 11 curtain calls.

Miss Giannini is Philadelphia
born, and received her musical edu-
cation in this country, first from her
father and then from Mme. Mar-
cella Sembrich. From an unexpected
debut with the Schola Cantorum
when Anne Case, guest soloist, was
taken ill suddenly, she has gone
forward to a place of eminence. In
signing Miss Gian-iini this year, Ed-
ward Johnson, Metropolitan man-
ager, said she should have been
singing in American opera years
ago.

Gable Paid $1.30 for Week
During his barnstorming days,

when he played everything from
Romeo one night to Simon Legree
the next, Clark Gable, working on a
co-operative basis, received exactly
$1.30 for a week of 14 shows.
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Pathe News Shows
Dionnes' Christmas

Times Special

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 2. Pic-

tures of the Dionne quintuplets’
second Christmas, with Dr. Allan
Roy Dafoe playing Santa Claus, are
a feature of Pathe News released
thi§ week. The new picture show
the quins as they are foday—walk-
ing and even trying to talk.

Evans to Be
'Dauphin' in

'Saint Joan'
Cornell Signs Him for Role

After Asking Author
for Advice.

At loss for the right man to play
the “Dauphin” in her forthcoming
production of Shaw’s “Saint Joan,”
Katharine Cornell cabled the author
for advice, between performances of
“Romeo and Juliet.”

“If you can find Maurice Evans,
do so,” cabled Mr. Shaw in return.
It wasn't a difficult task, for Mr.

Evans has been playing Romeo to
Miss Cornell’s Juliet for more than
a year, and was seen here in the
role recently. So Miss Cornell bent
down from her Veronese balcony at
rehearsal next day and signed her
Shakespearean suitor for the new
role.

The “Dauphin” is a timid, un-
gainly, soul-twisted princeling, a far
cry from the handsome and im-
petuous Romeo. But Mr. Shaw spoke
from experience when he recom-
mended Mr. Evans. He rehearsed
Mr. Evans in the part, which the
latter played at the “Old Vic” in
London, opposite another American
actress, Mary Newcomb.

Maurice Evans resembles Philip
Leigh and Ernest Thesiger who
played the role in the New York
and London premieres, as little as
Romeo resembles the “Dauphin.”
But he does have the approval of
“Saint Joan’s” author, and that
seemed to satisfy Miss Cornell.

The new play is scheduled for
February production.

Picture Crews
Play in Movie

Technicians Are Actors in
Paramount 'Preview.’

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 2.—One of
the most unusual situations on any
lot occurred at Paramount recently,
when the opening sequence of anew
film found two complete movie
companies at work on the same set
—one being filmed and the other
filming.

Regular studio electricians, prop-
erty men, script girls and camera-
men became actors for the first
time as they went about their daily
routine before, instead of behind,
cameras.

Two directors, camera crews,
property departments, in fact two
of everything necessary for the
filming a motion picture, took their
positions as real Director Robert
Florey making “Preview” gave the
order for lan Keith, playing director
of the picture, tc start his action.

The 250 atmosphere and bit
actors were “directed” by Keith, as
were the leading players.

Child Actors
Are to Give
Second Play
„

‘The Christmas Nightingale’
Listed for Playhouse

Saturday.
The second Civic Children's The-

ater production, “The Christmas
Nightingale,” is to presented
Saturday at the Playhouse, at 2:30.

The setting of the play is Poland
in the Fifteenth century. It is the
story of a charcoal burner and his
family who live in a vast forest. The
plot concerns the appearance at the
charcoal burner’s hut, of a little
boy, famished and cold, who stag-
gers in on Christmas Eve. Eric P.
Kelly wrote the story and Phyllis
Newman Gross adapted it for the
stage.

Mrs. Austin Bruce, director, has
chosen Harold Bryant for the lead-
ing role; Carl H. Lieber Jr., Mary
Louise Revel, Ruth Medias, Billy
Hurt, Otis Russell, William S. Jack-
son, John Hetherington, Buddy
Cavanaugh, Malcolm Hoover, Wil-
liam R. Cowley, Margaret O’Neill,
Joe Hayes and Jack Helm complet-
ing the cast.

A second presentation of the play
is to be given the following Satur-
day with two performances at 10:30
and 2:30.

FINAL DAY—SHIRLEY TEMPLE In “The Littlest Rebel’’
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DIONNE QUINTUPLETS—GOING ON TWO
Ed Hill News Events

Pete Smith’s Basketball Technique
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