
1875 KIDNAPING
IS REPEATED IN
LINDBERGH CASE

Ransom Negotiations, Notes
in Two Abductions Prac-

tically Alike.
In this, the lt *1 two di.patrhes

deaiinc with the parallels In the kidnap-

in* of Charley R* and the abduction

•f the Undberth babe, the l'nitd Prea
ronparei the latter day of the search

far earb victim. and a picture of the
trial af the men rharred atth the ton-

nlaaion of each crime

BY JAMES C. AUSTIN
United Pre* Staff Carrespondent

FLEMINGTON, N. J, Jan. 18
An excited crowd mounted the
steps of a Philadelphia courthouse
one September morning in 1875 and
pushed into a small courtroom, stood
in the aisles and along the walls
when there were no more seats.

Newspaper reporters pushed
through the crowds to get to their
telegraph instruments in nearby
rooms. It was the opening day of
William Westervrlt's trial for the
kidnaping of blonde, curly-haired
Charley Ross.

Sixty years <less nine months)

later another excited crowd pushed
into Hunterdon County courtnouse
to sit and stand while New Jersey
charged Bruno Richard Hauptmann
with the murder of blonde, cu> ly-
haired Charles Augustus Lindbergh
Jr.

Tne stories, told 60 years apart,

are essentially the same. Each boils
down to three primary facts:

Father Wrote Book

A child was kidnaped. Its parents
never again saw him alive. One man
was tried for the crime.

The story of the Ross kidnaping
recorded in Philadelphia court, was
re-told two years later by the father.
Christian Ross, in his volume.
“Charley Ross, the Kidnaped Child.”
The story of the Lindbergh baby has
been told in part by his parents and
a dozen other witnesses in Hunter-
don County courthouse.

Interwoven in the two tragedies is
an amazing parallel of experiences
and circumstances closely, inti-
mately connected.

Ransom Notes Poured in

Ransom letters from the kid-
napers of Charley Ross poured into
his Germantown home months after
he went away with two men on the
night of July 1, 1874. Police were
unable to apprehend the kidnapers
and three weeks after the child was
stolen, the city of Philadelphia of-
fered $20.0f) reward.

Ransom letters had long since
ceased when the body of the Lind-
bergh baby was found in a shallow
trencji near its Hopewell home
Ransom of 850,000 had been paid
when the state of New Jersey of- :
sered $25,000 for the apprehension
of the kidnapers.

Among the rumors that sifted into
Philadelphia many years ago came
one that merited the attention of
authorities. Little Charley Ross,
the underworld whispered, was held
prisoner on a boat off Bridgeport,
Conn., by his alleged kidnapers.
William Mosher and Joseph Doug-
las. The boat was never found.

Search for Boat Fut.ie

The kidnaper wrote Col. Lind-
bergh that his 21-months-old son
was on the boat Nellie—he wrote it
“boad”—off Gay Head. The flier,
with two friends, drove to this same
Bridgeport, bearded a plane, and
returned from their venture—un-
successful.

Dr. John F. fjafsie) Condon, in
the shadow's of a Bronx cemetery
whispered to the man he charges
kidnaped the Lindbergh baby:

“What's your name?”
“John,” came the guttural reply.
Christian Ross, on the last day

-f October, 1874, received a letter
from the kidnapers of his son. It
informed him that newspaper ad-
vertisements seeking contact with
them should be addressed to “John."

Parallels Are Many
Then there was the time—and

there are too many parallels to even
list—when the Ross kidnapers com-
plained to the father that “it costs
us sls a day more snee Charley
was taken.” Col. Lindbergh asked
for a token from the kidnaper of
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Dr. W. E. Buehler

Guest speaker at a district

meeting of the Loyal Order of
Moose at 2 Sunday afternoon at

Moose Temple, 135 N. Delaware- j
st, will be Dr. W. E Buehler, su-
preme dictator of the order. De-
gree work will be conferred upon a
class of candidates by the In- ;
dianapolis degree staff directed by
Dr. Hugh J. Davev, master of
ceremonies. The meetings marks
the opening of the local member-
ship drive.

¦JAKE FALSTAFF’ DEAD
Famed Columnist Passes at 35

After Long Illness.
By Cnitat Praia

CLEVELAND, Jan. 18.—Herman
Fetzer, who wrote a column for The
Cleveland Press under the pseudo-
nym “Jake falstaff," died at his
home here late yesterday after a
long illness. He was 35.

He pinch-hit F. P. A.’s “Conning
Tower” column in New York one
summer and was authoi of several
books.

Card Party to Be Given
The Brookside Mothers’ Club will

sponsor a card party and dance for
old and young people at 8 tonight
at Brookside Community House, and
George Curties will direct an FERA
orchestra which will provide the
music.

his child, and recei ’sd a sleeping
suit and a complaint far more
modest.

“Now we will send you the sleep-
ing suit from the baby,” it said.
“Besides it means 3$ expense be-
cause we have to pay another one.”

Hauptmann is a carpenter. Mo-
sher was one before he fell on evil
days with his companion, Douglas.
Both were killed during a biirgarly
late in the year of the Ross kidnap-
ing and never brought to trial.

Westervelt was charged with aid-
ing the slain men in the kidnaping.
He and his wife were the prinicipal
witnesses for the defense. She told
a story of his activities to show he
was not implicated.

Bruno Richard Hauptmann has
not yet told his story from the stand.
After he does, his wife Anna Scho-
effler Hauptmann, will testify that
he was with her in the Bronx
bakery where she worked on the
night of the Lindbergh kidnaping.
Hence he could not have been in
Hopewell as the state charges.

On September 21. 1875, a Phila-
delphia jury found Westervelt guilty.
He was sentenced to seven years in
prison.

The Hunterdon County jury has
not yet returned judgment on
Bruno Hauptmann.
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Better quality, higher priced wash frocks
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