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predicted that his committee would
report a bill alnm the lines sug-
gested by the President within a

few days.
Representative James M. Mead
(Dem., N. Y., chairman of the

corresponding committee in the
house, which has already recom-
mended a bill more drastic in some
respects, was less enthusiastic, but
commented that the two plans “seek
to achieve the same objectives.” He
is taking the President’s letter up
with his committee today.

| Aviation Companies Dismayed

Meanwhile, officials of large avia-
| tion companies greeted the new plan
with dismayed silence for the most
part. The President's statement that
“obviously no contract should be
made with any companies, old or
new, any of whose officers were
party to the obtaining of former
contracts under circumstances
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Senator Hugo Black (Dem.,
| chairman of the special committee t
£ | which has investigated air mail sub- 37
* sidies, was equally pleased. £

] | “I am thoroughly in sympathy g’%
™ k with the President's sugestiohs,” he %‘
{said. “They are along the lines X
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\ndes for that. It also prohibits
* absolutely any holding companies
and interlocking directorates.

“It will be disastrous if all these
air mail routes are declared to be
| through routes and throw open to
bidding. It will mean attempts on =
the part of fly-by-night companies,
stock promoters, and so forth, to
enter into cut-throat competition
with pioneer lines. We have reached
the stage in our experience where -
. we can fix a rate without any bar- KR
gaining or juggling.”

Fees Raps Roosevelt

However, Democratic members of =
the house committee were inclined
to rally behind the President’s sug-
gestion. Representative Martin L. 2 5
Sweeney (Dem., O.) indorsed the -
President’s plan and predicted that i
it would be incorporated in the
house bill.
Senator Simeon D. Fees (Rep., i1
0.),. whose son, Lehr Fees, was, ac- s
cording to recent testimony, em-
ployed by United Aircraft and
Transport Company to “expedite”
legislation they desired, set his face
against the Roosevelt plan today.
“The President should admit that
he was misled in the cancellation
of the airmail contracts,” he said.
“There 1s no need for new legisla-
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ing air mail contracts are prema-
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