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THE CITY'S GAS PLANS
IfOUS£HOLDERR and manufacturers of

Indianapolis are to have rheap natural
ra if it can be purchased at a reasonable
price. This is a fundamental part of the
ritvs plan for taking over the Citizens Gas
Company.

The present gas plant should not. be aban-
doned even though natural gas comes into
the community. If natural gas should give
out the consumers should be able to fall back
on the manufactured product. Also the pres-
ence of the plant in actual operation could
serve as a threat to keep prices low on natural
gas.

Under the plan for municipal ownership
Ihe city would obligate itself to pay at least
*500.000 annually for seventy-seven years for
the lease which the Citizens Gas Company
has on the equipment and mains of the old
Indianapolis Gas Company.

Pears have been expressed that in seventy-
seven years gas may become as obsolete as
whale oil and the city w'ould find itself sad-
dled with an expense running into millions
of dollars for which it would receive no return.

These fears are apparently groundless. If
gas became obsolete the city could default on
its lease and invite the owners of the Indian-
apolis Gas Company to take over their prop-
erty. which would then be as useless to them
as it would be to the city.

There is only one serious flaw in the city's
whole plan. That is the secrecy which has
hern thrown around the true ownership of the
Citizens Gas Company. Who are the chief
stockholders? How much did they pay for
I heir stock? When, and under what circum-
stances, did they acquire it?

The taxpayers have a right to know with
whom they are rioihg business when they pur-
chase the gas company.

SPRAGUE AM) ROOSEVELT
A N exaggerated importance is being given

the resignation of Dr. O. M. W. Sprague,
one of the administration's financial advisers.
Advisers come and go, but the government
goes on.

We say this without any desire to laugh
off Ihe growing split in the administration and
in the country over the issue of inflation. It
can not be ignored; it is too big.

But before taking sides as between the
Sprague anti-inflation policy and the Roose-
velt reflation policy, it is well to remember that
the professor sees the issue only as a technical
monetary question, while the President must
work out this very difficult problem in relation
to the whole complicated recovery program.
The Roosevelt monetary moves can not be
judged adequately either in a classroom
vacuum or through the Wall Street lens of
prejudice.

The President s purpose is simple enough.
He is trying to manage money to establish a
stable purchasing pow'er, an honest dollar.
That is no crime, any more than the orthodox
and customary effort of government to man-
age credit. Managed credit proved inadequate
during the crisis. Now the President is taking
the next step.

Will the President s particular gold-trading
method produce the desired result*? Nobody
knows. It is an experiment—an experiment
forced by events. All that we know positively
Is that the old monetary system broke down.
We must seek another way out. We dare not
sit holding our hands, chanting hymns to gold.
That was what the Hoover administration did,
and with dire results.

For a man with a scientific mind. Dr.
Spragues letter sounds rather dogmatic. It
would have been more convincing if it had
been a trifle less cocksure. After all, Dr.
Sprague has been out of sympathy with the
Roosevelt policy since last July—according to
his ow’n letter—and the end of the world has
not come yet. Perhaps it is not as near as the
professor fears.

Even so, we are glad that Dr. Sprague is
going to carry this dispute to the country
openly. Here is an honest difference of opinion
on an exceedingly vital policy. Every one is
involved in what happens to the dollar. There
has been too much secrecy about the matter,
too much whispering, too many rumors, too
much fighting in the dark.

If the issue can be aired thoroughly be-
tween now and January, perhaps congress,
which is impatient for action, will act more
intelligently when it meets.

Dr. Sprague says he has ' reached the con-
clusion that there is no defense from a drift
into unrestifained inflation other than an
aroused and organized public opinion.” There
is a danger of unrestrained inflation. The
danger comes, however, not from the Presi-
dent, but from congress.

Nothing the President has said or done
Justifies the belief that he plans or desires
unrestrained inflation. On the contrary, his
entire effort is to control inflation. Whether
he will succeed in the future wall depend chief-
ly upon congress and upon public opinion, but
that he has controlled inflation to date is a
fact which Dr. Sprague nor no other critic
can deny.

BUSINESS MEN
IN al! the talk now' current about need for

development of anew spirit in American
business, it is important that we do not make
the mistake of judging all American business
men by the spectacle which a very few have
made of themselves.

One of the great purposes of the NRA pro-
gram is to make possible some sort of ef-
fective. broad-gauge co-operation among busi-
ness and industrial units. It is perfectly true
that our pre-NRA system let greed go un-
checked, and that the unrestrained working
of that greed was in no small measure re-
sponsible foe the depression.

But we could not make a greater mistake

Make It Smart to Be Legal
- - An Editorial ■

pOR nearly fifteen years this nation has
•* witnessed the exaltation of the smuggler
and the bootlegger.

It has seen otherwise law-abiding citizens,
bv the million, in protest against a sumptuary

law they abhorred, become the patrons and
thereby the allies of the smuggler and the
boot logger.

It has seen officials in every path of public
life, city, state and federal, corrupted by a
vast, illicit, and tax-free industry. It has seen
crime, grown rich from liquor, use its riches
to broaden its operation into all manner of
allied crimes. It has seen racketeering flourish
and kidnaping, the most vicious offspring of
an ill-conceived reform now repudiated, rise to
a stature that has cast its shadow over the
entire land.

Not to get liquor back—for liquor has been
with us always—but to rid the nation of those
evil by-products, wos prohibition repealed.

Now, in less than a month, will come the
real test. It is this: Can repeal itself be made
to succeed?

Can the nation free itself from the smug-
gler. the bootlegger, the racketeer and all of
their criminal kin? Can respect for law be
resurrected ?

Especially, ran the federal government,
v/hose temples of justice were turned into po-
lice courts by the contaminating touch of pro-
hibition, again be elevated to the high state
once occupied—revered by the law-abiding and
feared by the law-breaker? Can we revert to

than to assume that the rank and file of busi-
ness men should be included in the indict-
ment which properly has been leveled at a
comparatively small number.

For example, such men as Wiggin and
Mitchell admit to a senate committee that
their prime interest all along was to feather
their own nests at no matter what cost to
others; and Agriculture Secretary Henry
Wallace announces that "we need anew type
of business man” who is willing to sub-
ordinate a part of his own interests for the
general good.

True enough. Yet the Mitchells and Wig-
gins were, after all, the exception. The aver-
age business man is as good an American
citizen as any one else.

He is not on the job for his health, of
course who is? —but he does have a very
definite and strong desire to be something
more than just a buyer and seller of mer-
chandise, and his goal is not simply the build-
ing of a fat bank balance.

He wants, in fact, what all really public-
spirited men want—to be a part of a healthy,
co-operative community in which it is possible
for men to render a genuine service in return
for the money they get.

And let it be said to the honor of Amer-
ican business men that the overwhelming
majority have kept this desire in mind through
the hard years of the depression.

The senate disclosures about blind greed in
high places in the business world have been
extremely ugly, indubitably. Somehow we have
to arrange things so that the style of the
Mitchells and the Wiggins is cramped after
this.

But the man who tries to argue that all
business men are cut to the Mitchell-Wiggin
pattern, the man who says that the business
class as a whole stands condemned because of
the faults of a few—that man simply does not
know what he Is talking about.

GASOLINE RACKETS
f t ASOLINE tax evasions and frauds are

becoming so scandalous that officials of
nine eastern states are meeting in New York
on Nov. 27 to figure out a w'ay to curb losses.
Through smuggling, bootlegging, adulteration
and other swindles the states and Federal
government are losing an estimated
*200.000.000 a year ;n taxes.

Leaks threaten to become worse as prohibi-
tion repeal drives lawless elements into new
fields and as the government's experiment in
price-fixingraises gasoline prices to the con-
sumers.

The forty-nine varieties of gasoline taxes
invite chicanery. Not only are these easy-
come sales taxes generally too high. They
vary between states. Florida and Tennessee
levy a 7-cent-a-gallon tax. In some southern
states localities have joined the line and have

run the levy up to as high as 10 cents. In
fifty cities the average gasoline price is 14.33
cents, the average tax 3.6 cents. Out of
*513.000.000 collected by the states in gas taxes
more than $75,000,000 is applied to relief and
uses other than road upkeep.

While prices W'ere sliding, motorists did not
notice the tax. Now' that prices are on the
way up, they may become a real burden and
be reflected in lower sales. The federal gov-
ernment will reduce Its It** cent tax by cent
when prohibition repeal goes Into effect. It Is
safe to say few states will reduce theirs.

High and chaotic gas taxes should be
remedied. Whether or not the federal govern-
ment should collect all state taxes at the re-
fineries, as urged in the Byrd bill, some co-
ordinated and united action should be worked
out. We are riding a willing horse to death.
Just as high liquor taxes will breed lawlessness
and evasions so will high gas taxes defeat
their end.

POLITICS BARRED

THE vast civil w'orks program recently put
forward by the administration, under

which it is planned to put 4.000,000 men to
work before Christmas, is the most ambi-
tious program of its kind ever attempted by
any government; and it is encouraging to
note that President Roosevelt has declared
flatly that politics must have nothing at all
to do with the allocation of jobs.

Rightly handled, this program can be of
inestimable value. By the same token, it
could become a horrible thing if party poli-
tics was allowed to be entangled with it.

The slightest suggestion that the directors
of the project were trying to gain political
advantage from it would be fatal. The ad-
ministration does well to announce unequiv-
ocally that politics is out.

New' York is sinking at the rate of nearly
five inches in 100 years. To some observers,
New York couldn’t go any lower than it is
already.

that tradition where the ‘'federal” always got

his man, where crook said to crook—Don't
monkey with Uncle Sam.”

In every state where, on Dec 5. liquor be-
comes legal, the answer is up to those who live
in those states. We said we wanted prohibi-
tion repealed in order that its attendant evils
might be wiped ou*. N

It is now for every person who so expressed
himself to prove his sincerity, so that crime
may no longer dominate, and decent citizen-
ship once more prevail.

That means—stopping in their tracks the
smuggler, the bootlegger, the speakeasy pro-
prietor, and every other trafficker in illegal
liquor, by the simple process of no longer
patronizing them.

To do that may be somewhat costly in some
communities where the disparity in price, due
to taxes, gives the bootlegger the advantage.

For the person who buys alconolic bever-
ages at all, this combination problem in eco-
nomics and citizenship therefore arises—"ls
it better to save a few dollars a year on a
luxury by buying from an outlaw, or to do my
part by spending those few dollars toward
freeing my country from the crime strangle.
And, incidentally, contributing my bit to tax-
ation?”

The answer, for the good citizen, should be
obvious.

To a nation that likes its slogans we sug-
gest this, for and after Dec. 5:

“It's smart to be legal.”

ELECTRIFIED AMERICA
“WTE believe > ’ David Lilienthal, a director

’ ’ of the Tennessee Valley Authority, told
a group of lawyers in Atlanta, “that with no-
table exceptions the rates for electricity
throughout the United States constitute a
barrier between the people and the great re-
source of electricity.”

This is an agent of the new deal talking, a
man who is setting up in the Tennessee Valley
the yardstick by which may be measured
power rates everywhere.

It is important that he should make such
a statement; but more important is the fact
that the Roosevelt administration has as one
of its aims an “electrified America.”

There are two chief ways of attaining this
goal. One is to make electric power available
to more people by making it cheaper. Power
companies can do this by themselves, or they
can wait to be forced into lowering rates when
people learn more about the cheap rates that
are being charged by TVA to towns and busi-
nesses in the Tennessee Valley. Another way
is to cheapen the costs of distribution to these
people of the appliances which electricity
operates.

This is the power age. But unless these
things are accomplished, the general use of
electricity to lighten the burden of human
labor and more evenly distribute the comforts
of life will be hindered.

This program can not of course be carried
out by the government alone. First it must
have the co-operation of the people them-
selves; it must also have the co-operation of
private power companies. This latter can be
voluntary or forced.

When these three forces are working to-
gether—and the government through TVA al-
ready has offered to co-operate with the power
companies—an “electrified America” will be-
come a reality.

We hear that 125 carloads of whisky passed
through Chicago in four days. Which proves
that Al Capone still is in America.

M. E. Tracy Says:
IT is getting so that Monday papers look like

buckets of blood. This is due. not only to the
large number of accidents which usually occur
Saturday and Sunday, but to the lack of other
news.

Asa matter of fact comparatively few acci-
dents or crimes get into any one paper or any
one local group of papers. The American people
have not yet become conscious of the awful toll
which their new system of traffic and new
system of rackets are exacting. If they were
conscious of it, they would be doing more to
correct it.

Asa naton we profess to be interested deeply
in the preservation of life and health. We sup-
port all kinds of drives to cure this or that
malady. Just now, we are all excited over the
possibility of a cure for cancer, and thrilled by
the idea than an honest-to-God anti-tubercu-
losis germ may have been discovered.

In strange contrast to this sympathetic atti-
tude is our comparative indifference to the mul-
titude of individuals, half of them women and
children, killed on our highways every year, or
the still greater multitude exposed to less serious
accidents. ♦

Since the war. our automobiles have killed
five or six times as many people as lost their
lives in the war. The same proportion holds
good with regard to injuries.

mam

WE look upon the war as a rather costly
piece of business for this country, but we

accept the automobile with complacency.
It goes without saying that a certain per-

centage of deaths and injuries caused by the
auto is unavoidable, but that is true of every ill
to which flesh is heir, the big point being that
we are making very little effort to reduce traffic
fatalities in comparison to what we are doing in
other lines.

Delight over .speed appears to have dulled
our realization of what it costs. We find it very
easy to forgive negligence or recklessness which
results in 30.000 deaths each year and 900.000
injuries. We are content with the fact that
insurance companies pay something to overcome
the loss, and we look for the day when every car
owner will be compelled to take out a policy, so
that if mother or Johnny is killed, we can collect
$5,000 or SIO,OOO. or if we break a leg, we won’t
have to worry about the hospital bill.

m m a

WELL, compulsory insurance would do that
much in cases of tuberculosis, diabetes or

fractured,limbs, but we refuse to accept it as
the best answer with regard to them, and we
ought to refuse to accept it as the best answer
with regard to traffic accidents.

Insurance ft all right, but it has its limi-
tations. It simply can not take the place of
an affectionate father or a promising child, of
whom too many have been crushed to death
under joy-riding wheels.

The problem is one of public rather than
individual conscience. There is no man or
woman who starts out in an auto with the idea
of killing or injuring a fellow-being, but when
it comes to mass psychology or crowd interest,
we run up against a frame of mind which
seems utterly inexplicable and utterly at vari-
ance with the prevailing attitude toward life,
health and safety.

THE INDIANAPOLIS TIMES

In the Path of Progress!

(Times renders are invited 1a express
their views in these columns. Make your
letters short, so all can have a chance.
Limit them to Z'<o words or less.)

By A Tim** Reader.
I wonder if this letter will be

published in your paper. I have
been a constant reader of The Times
for so many years and have read
some of the most ridiculous stuff
and some that is fair. I have been
reading much about unemployed
women.

Yes, it is pitiful to see and hear
mothers who have reared large
families and slaved and toiled so
willingly to sacrifice to give them
the advantages of life. Then w'hat
is the consequence. If by chance
this old mother is left alone she
is throw'n on the world a broken,
sick and often crippled from hard
work, and has to go anywhere she
can.

Now this is the point I W'ould
like to bring out. In going down
South Emerson avenue you see the
old Butler college buildings, now
useless. Why doesn’t the city, thef
trustees or someone who can fix
that up and give such mothers one
or tjvo rooms, and those who are
able to w'ork pay as much as they
can, or if any are able financially,
let them pay what they can for
the upkeep of it.

The trustee is supposed to keep
such families. The district would
not have to be called a slum district,
or the inmates would not have to
be made to feel like they w'ere
dogs and just next to nothing.

Just remember the young of to-
day will be the old of tomorrow
and the precious boy or girl you
think so sweet and cute some day
will think of you as ours do of us
today. God help us. What is to
become of us? One lone woman
without a home, the mother of
eight and a constant reader of The
Times. I wonder if some more poor
mothers will answer this?
By Taxpayer and Social Worker.

I have been a resident and tax-
payer of this city for the last thirty
years. I hope what I am WTiting
here wall be printed so that Mr.
Book. Mrs. Noone, the Governor and
all other social welfare workers may
be able to read it.

; I have traveled extensively during
this crisis with my wife, who is also
a welfare worker. From our fam-
ily of eight, each year there is do-

NEGLECT of teeth and gums, re-
sulting in pyorrhea.- causes 75

per cent of the loss of teeth that
occurs among persons over 35. ob-
servation indicates. Teeth could be
saved in almost every case if proper
treatment were undertaken in time,
competent dentists aver.

Diseases of the gums come oh in-
sidiously. They are likely to pro-
gress to an advanced stage before
the person affected realizes that
anything is seriously wrong.

The ordinary condition of the
gums surrounding the teeth is one
of firmness, with a good pink col-
oring. The onset of infection is
marked by a slight reddening or
thickening of the margins of the
gums next to the teeth.

In this condition the gums bleed
freely under pressure or by use of
the toothbrush. Moreover, the color
change from pink to bluish-red.

Political Crooks
By Ernest C. Phlpp*.

When Governor McNutt made
his speech at Trenton, N. J., and
had so much to say about rigo-
rous but not false economy, I
w'onder if he thought about the
$1 and $1.50 tax law in Indian?

We farmers expected Governor
McNutt to stand by his platform
and quite playing in the fire. We
have had several jokes played < n
us already, and thye are about to
react.

The thing to do is to take up
the political playground and make
an example out of every crook.
The time is not far off when there
will be weepin, wailing and gnash-
of teeth.

nated to the Red Cross and the
Community Fund a sum in the
neighborhood of SIOO.

We have noticed in other cities
the way in which welfare work is
carried out and in my estimation,
this is the poorest ever. Who ever
heard of a charity system telling
people w'hat, they must and must
not eat. Did it eyer occur that
every one does not like the same
thing?

If you are meaning right in the
use of appropriated funds, why not
allot a certain amount to families
according to size, let them go wher-
ever they choose, not w'here you
designate, and buy what they please
instead of having to pick from a list
made out by you. Only give them
once a w'eek and if they don't have
sense enough to pick their foods
reasonably, let them be the losers.

While w'e were shopping Saturday
evening, some country people came
to the store with their lists made
out at home of staple foods w'ell
within the bounds of their allot-
ments. On speaking to the clerk,
they were given a prepared slip
that w'as not nearly as good as the
one they had expected to get.

M.v wife noticed this, and as a
colored family started to buy, we
asked them to see the tw'o slips. We
noticed you have as a fixed cereal,
farina. That is something that
very few of our own race of people
eat, and I doubt that any Negroes
at all know' of it- They did without
a cereal. You suggest soap at 5
cents a bar. They had one brand
three for 10 cents.

Why not think, Mr. Book? You

Editor Journal of the Ameriean Met-
eal Association and of HYieia,

the Health Magazine.

Among the factors likely to lead
to pyorrhea are the followdng:
First, neglect of teeth and gums,
which permits germs in large num-
bers to develop in the space be-
tween the gum and the teeth.

Second, irregularities of the teeth.
These cause food to collect around
the irregular places and in this
debris the germs will grow. Ordi-
narily the mouth has self-cleansing
action, but w'hen there are crevices
which the gums, cheeks and tongue
do not control, this does not occur.

Third, tartar forms around the
necks of the teeth and. unless re-
moved, causes irritation of the mar-
gin of the gums.

Fourth, a toothbrush that is too
stiff or hard injures the gums and

A Woman’s Viewpoint
* MERICAN women,” says a

national club leader,” are not
courageous enough.”

She was speaking, of course, about
our sluggishness in the recovery en-
deavor and our backwardness in
contributing to national and wr orld
economic plans.

There is such overwhelming proof
of the truth of her statement that
to argue against it would be both
futile and foolish. But as usual
there is an explanation for our be-
havior.

Women are afraid to put their
dreams to test because they fear
so greatly the disapproval of men.

It is only when a feminine leader
overcome,% this inherent fear and

BY. MRS. WALTER FERGUSON

sees her task as more important
than any man's opinion of it that
she succeeds. The first foe to be
routed by such great souls as Dr.
Anna Howard Shaw. Margaret
Sanger and Jane Addams was mas-
culine* reproach.

a a *

THE sneers of doubters have put
out the fires of many a splendid

dream. And to say that mans
sardonic censure smothers like a
wet blanket the tiny flame of a
hundred humanitarian hopes, is not
to express the matter too harshly

The truth is obvious and can not be
disregarded.

The average woman longs for men
to Uke her. wants to be ad-

.rSßffiljj ‘-:T\

The Message Center
I wholly disapprove of what you say and will defend to the death your right to say it.—Voltaire “

may do better for the poor. Some
of your grocers are taking the peo-
ple they w'ant and telling them to
bring back w'hat they don’t like. Is
that right, I know' these poor peo-
pls will be glad to go back to work.
I notice in the paper that there will
be approximately 30,000 going to
w'ork for w'ages soon.

By Charlf* H. Krause Sr.
Having been born a “near

Methodist,” I almost shouted,
“Glory to God!” when I read your
editorial of Nov. 7. headed, "Religion
and the New- Deal.”

Now is the time for the churches
to redeem themselves from past
omission. Will they perceive the
signs of the times? Henry George,
w'ho w’as a Christian after the heart
of Abraham Lincoln, wrote in “The
Land Question:"

“I believe that there is in true
Christianity a pow'er to regenerate
the world. But it must be a
Christianity that attacks vested
wrongs, not the spurious kind that
defends them. A religion which
allies itself with injustice to preach
dowrn the natural aspiration of the
masses is worse than atheism.”

In another book. George writes:
“What is the use of a religion, for

no matter w'hat, it may promise for
the next world, it can do nothing to
prevent injustice in this? What is
the use of a religion that stands
faltering in the face of the most
momentous problems?

“Where shall the dignitaries of
the church be in the struggle that
is coming (nay, that already is here) ?

On the side of justice and liberty,
or on the side of wrong and slavery?
With the delivered when the
timbrels shall sound again, or wdth
the chariots and the horsemen that,
again shall be engulfed in the sea?”

They that have the mind of
Christ, think of others rather than
themselves. For several years past we
have been hearing of a coming
spiritual revival; may It come
quickly!

Dally Thought

And when ye shall hear of wars
and rumors of wars, be ye not
troubled: for such things must
needs be: but the end shall not be
yet.—St. Mark, 13:7.

MAN is never watchful enough
against dangers that threaten

him every hour.—Horace.

Teeth Diseases Are Dangerous
■ - —BY DR. MORRIS FISHBEIN -

forces them away from the teeth.
When the dentist examines the
mouth in such a case, he finds the
condition worse in the left upper
jaw with right-handed people and
in the right lower jaw with left-
handed people.

A fifth cause is the use of arti-
ficial plates, bridges and other den-
tures w'hich are not kept clean or
which fit so badly that they rub
the gums or w’hich permit collet -

tion of food and debris around the
teeth.

One of the leading dental sur-
geons of England emphasizes also
as causative factors of inflammation
of the gums the use of a diet which
is too soft and the use of a diet
w'hich is deficient in vitamins A.
C and D, a deficiency of which com-
monly is related to disturbances of
teeth and gums.

mired and approved by them. If
she came into the world before 1914
she is apt to have a full-fledged in-
feriority complex. She honestly be-
lieves that man understands more
about the management of a nation
and a world, and so it is easy to per-
mit his disparagement and criticism
to daunt her.

She is afraid of the hostile atti-
tude. the scornfully curled lip, the
jeering laugh. And because she
dreads above all else to be called a
“manhater,” many a woman ha\
lowered her banners and bowed her
head in a defeat that may not have
been truly hers.

We fight but half-heartedly when
the men we love are standing with
the enemy.

SJOV. 22, 1933

It Seems
to Me

sBY HEYWOOD BROUN.

New YORK. Nov. 22—Th.
Norsemen aimed their frail

craft toward the setting sun and
came at last to long, white beaches
They called the country Vineland
and afte r a little while departed,
leaving small trace behind them

Columbus and his caravels set nut
to find a certain somewhere, and
even before him the Phoenicians
dared to take that fearsome leap
over the rim of the horizon In
those days, as in these days the old
men said the world was flat and lav
upon the backs of four broad pa-
tient turtles. Beyond the void flew
winged monsters waiting to devour
mariners who ventured out of their
own harbors to seek such magical
islands as might swim in the saucer
of the blue bowl which jails us.

From the beginning of time man
has been at heart an international-
ist. Before the coming of the com-
pass he steered his course by ihe
feeling in his bones and the prick-
ing of his thumbs. It is only the
timorous and tired who cry out they
would "rather hear those ills we
have than fly to others that we
know not of.”

nun

Seed a Neir Time
AND so I do believe that the

modem counsel of “stay in
your own back yard” is but the
passing slogan of a wean- world.
Soon the nations will awake re-
freshed. For a brief moment each
one will grope in the darkness of
his own chamber. There will b°
the sound of faint cursing and per-
haps an agonized “ouch” as some
toe bangs violently against a bu-
reau. But then somebody will strike
a light and find the telephone. Once
again the wires of this grand hotel
in which we have our being will
buzz with inquiries such as “How
is everything with you?” and “Why
not drop down to my room and
have a highball?”

Not. forever can man remain con-
tent with such limited concepts as
“Italy for the Italians.” "Germany

for the Germans provided they are
110 per cent pure Nordic.” ‘Buy
American and avoid entangling al-
liances.”

Home is a great institution, hut,
as many a vaudeville comic has
said. “Who wants to live in an in-
stitution?”

I will admit that on this par-
ticular afternoon nationalism stands
at the very top of the stepladder.
Even Russia's dream of an inter-
national upheaval practically has'
been compromised out of existence.
If the pledge on propaganda means
what it appears to mean, the Sovi-
ets have said. “Any agitators who
may be functioning in America are
strictly on their own.” We have
recognized the Kremlin, and in re-
turn it agrees to cast no passing
nod in the direction of Union
square.

I am told that Cordell Hull and
Trotsky are still internationalists
and both are in exile.

nun

Too Small a Pasture
BUT the top of a stepladder is a

precarious perch. Flagpole sit-
ting is an acquired avocation, and
since the w’orld can climb no higher
in its nationalistic fervor we will
soon be done with vertical aspira-
tions and come back to earth and
humanity’s natural instinct to ex-
plore the horizontal potentialities
of the planet.

Os course, it may be argued that
the barriers now' set to discourage
any far-flung fraternity among the
peoples of the world are far more
tangible than the turtles w'hich were
dangled in the eyes of the ancient
adventurers. A tariff can be seen
and touched, and the man on the
outside can almost view the high
pinnacles _at the top if he cranes
his neck a little. The Great Wall
of China is but a footstool compared
to the synthetic mountain ranges
the world has set up against trade
and immigration.

nutl

Stretching Finger Tips

I SUPPOSE there is something
symbolic in the fact that any

sort of Fascist salute is alw’avs a
gesture of the hand held up toward
heaven. I Imagine the implication
is. “Try to climb over that.”

But a Hitler even on his tiptoes
falls quite a little short of being
able to reach the sun or the moon.
Even though we fio not break down
these w'alls and mountains and
fortifications we can fly over them.
There is always room at the top
Words and thoughts travel faster
than the airplane and should never
know forced landings.

I would pick for each country in
the world another slogan. It would
come from the saga of any minstrel
strumming the glories of his parish
or his village. I would have the
world go Mae West and have each
nation cry out cheerily to the other,
“Come up and see me sometime!”

(Copyright. 1939 bv The Time*!

Questions and
Answers

Q—Can an individual be a citi-
zen of more than one country at
a time?

A—lt is possible, as for in-
stance, a child bom in the Unite<V
States of Italian subjects is an
Italian citizen by right of blood,
and an American citizen by right
of birth, since all persons born in
the United States are American
citizens regardless of the nation-
ality or citizenship of the parents.
A citizen of Switzerland who was
naturalized in the United States
without the permission of his
canton in Switzerland is both an
American and a Swiss citizen.

Q Why is apple growing un-
successful in Florida?

A—Because the trees require a
rest period and the warm Florida
climate does not allow it.

Q—Do ‘“Amos” and “Andy”
actually broadcast the same thing
twice a day?

A—Yes.

Afterthought
BV FRANCESCA *

If love should ever come to me
Again, with tales bewitching,—

I'll shoo it home, but first I’ll give

The imp a darn good switching!
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