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FAILURE TO ‘MAKE TASK’ IN
PENAL FARM SHIRT PLANT

SENDS LAD TO ‘THE HOLE'
Youth of 19, First Offender, Tells Harrowing-

Story of Blows and Cruelty;
Handcuffed to Bars.

This is the eighth of a series on conditions at the Indiana penal farm.
a—

BY ARC H STEINEL
Timr Staff Writer

Fuzz is on his face
Just 33 vears old and serving his first "jolt" in the Indiana state

farm, but they put him in the hole for failing to turn out the required
number of shirt-cuffs in the farms factory, he declares.

He's out now. He can talk
And so Otis Little of 633 Collier street, told in an affidavit to The

Indianapolis Time* of the horrors of that hole."
He tells of "rats”—the bipeds and

quadrupeds.
He tells how it feels to stand up

all day with your hands cuffed to
bars and living on bread and
water.

"I . . . was sentenced around
June 1. 1932. in the court of Munci-
pal Judge William H Sheaffer. on a
vehicle taking charge." begins the
story of Little in affidavit.

Sent to Shirt Factory
"They put me to work in the shirt

factory when I first went there.
"I had a fight with the manager

of the factory. for not
making task I was supposed to put
out forty-five double dozen. That is
what is called putting cuffs on
shirts and forty-five double-dozen,
a day's task, means you turn shirts j
with cuffs on them to the extent of
forty-five dozen." says the youth's
sworn statement.

"I was putting out about thirty
dozen a day. is a civilian.
They had rung the bell to quit,

called me into his office
and said. ‘Say. how many shirts did
you get out. Little?’

Hit With Fist, He Claims
‘I told him,” continues the

youth's affidavit, "thirty double
dozen. He took a pop at me with
his fist. I stood there and warded
off the blows as he struck. If I
had fought back, the screws
• guards* would have blackjacked
me. He gave me a shove out the
door and told me to make task the
next day.” (Make task is doing
your allotted amount of work.)

But the youth with (he fuzz on
his fare didn't "make task."

"I got put in the 'hole.’ I was
in there four days, handcuffed to
the bars Bread and water thrpe
times a day. I was all alone in the
hole until the fourth day. when
they brought a fellow who was on
the next machine to me for not
making task I think he stayed
three or four days,” says Little's
sworn statement.

Rats His Cellmates
The loneliness of that hole" for

Little during three of those four
days graphically printed an impres-
sion upon him.

Rats and roaches scurried around
him, past his cell, into otlwr cells,
always hide-and-seek, his affidavit
relates.

"The smell in the ‘hole’ is bad.
They let you down at noontime to
drink water. Captain Armcnt comes
in and lets you down. He stays
there while you're drinking water.
Then he handcuffs you back to the
bars," declares the youth's notarized
statement.

"The head doctor comes in with
Arment and asks you if you’re all
right.

“You tell them you're all right.”
adds his Statement. If you don't,
I've heard they blackjack you.

Must Keep Shifting
“Standing in the hole all day, I'd

get my feet up on a erovs bar and
kind of squat down to rest myself.
You get tired and rest yourself
against the door and it pulls against
your wrists and the handcuffs and
hurts. You got to keep shifting
around, for it gets tiresome.” charges
Little's affidavit.

"The last day I was just about
hanging there. I was tired and
hungry. Rats ran ail around." says
the youth's sworn statement.

"There's a storeroom above the

hole.’ There's a transom above a
door into the hole and it's the only
visible means of getting air in the
hole.' It's pretty stuffy," avers his
aifidavit.

It s kind of chilly at nights, so
Id leave my clothes on. Id use my
shoes for a pillow. You couldn't
sleep on the board very well; it was
hardly wide enough." are the simple
schoolboy words of Little in his
statement.

"S loseroom" as Blind
Visitors to the state farm escorted

for tours of inspection pass the
“hole" by thinking it is another
storeroom, relates Little in his affi-
davit.

"It says 'Storeroom' on the door
next to the hole ' This door leads
to the storeroom. The ‘hole’ door
had nothing on it, but visitors go
right past it and don't ask what
that door leads to. for they think
it is part of the storeroom," he
says under oath.

It is another “storeroom.”
Censoring of letters at the state

farm prevents inmates from dis-
cussing any incidents surrounding
their lives as inmates.

Can't Tell Relatives
They can not tell what they have

been doing, the time they spent in
the "hole."

One Negro wrote to his sister
He didn't have anything to say,
because he couldn t say anything
about the farm, so on a big piece
of paper he wrote. Dear Sis: Get-
ting along okay. Please ser> me
five cans of tobacco.’ and then
signed his name." says Little's affi-
davit.

Another former inmate relates of
a husband who wrote to his wife
thus:

"Dear Wife: If you can't send me
any tobacco, don't answer this let-
ter." and the cramped missive endrd
with the signing of the husband's
name.

Inmates Near Riot

Machines in the shirt factory
clicked industriously on one of Lit-
tle's days at the farm

Collars of shirts wpre being sewn
on Cuffs were stitched to sleeves.
"Task! Make Task!" hummed in
the minds of the inmates, as they
turned out their double-dozens.

Then red riot, unreasoning rage,
arose in this state factory of con-
tract labor, manned by petty offend-
ers.

A inmate held up tw-o fingers, ft
was the signal to go to a restroom.
The guard shook his head. "No.”

"I saw a screw, of
the shirt factory hit a man in the
ear when the map wanted to go.
Hr* wouldn't let him go. Then some
of the boys started toward
and the runner made them get
back. It just about started a riot,”
relates Little in telling of the in-
cident in his affidavit.

Knirk-Knaeks Are Traded
One of the state farm inmate's

pastimes is making knick-knacks to
trade for tobacco and alleged favors
from guards, according to Little.

As he made the affidavit he. boy-
ishly proud, told of a sailor's knot
he iiad obtained in a tobacco trade
from a former navy man incar-
cerated at the farm and how it
could be used for a watch chain.

And he told. too. of the Mexican
who made horsehair watch chains.

good-looxing watch chain.', handi-
craft that was in demand from
prisoners as well as guards

But the Mexican needed horsehair
to make his chains. He cut them
from the tails of horses. The theft
brought down the farm's ire.

Mexican Put in Hole
"I know they put one Mexican in

the Hole' for making horsehair
chains." swears Little's affidavit.

Charges of bought favors are
made against guards as well as

I trusties by Little in his ailidavit.
In telling of the alleged traffic in

'soft berths at the farm, the youth-
ful novice in a penal institution says

I in his sworn statement:"I tried to get a runner’s job in
hhe shirt factory. I was looking for
a soft job. A fellow under the head
runner (head tFusty) wanted to sell
me his job for $2. I wrote home for
the money, but couldn't get it. You
can fix up the guards to get you
tailor-made cigarets," charges Lit-
tle's affidavit.
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Cigarets Against Rules
And yet one of the farm's rules

|is that inmates shall not smoke
'cigarettes on the premises and that
officers shall not smoke cigarets in
the presence of inmates.

In signing his affidavit. Little
swears he is doing it "without fear
or favor from anyone."

But verbally he expressed the fear
to The Times, a fear expressed by

! other former inmates who have
j made charges against the farm,
that," "If they ever get me there
again, it’ll be just too bad."

Little, just a fuzzy-faced youth,
knows what the farm's "hole"

: means.
He swears he has seen inmates

beaten. He knows the shirt factory
i and its tasking machines.

He knows, he says, from talking
to more liardened men. from whom
he was not segregated, that life in
the state prison at Michigan City,
at the reformatory at Pendleton, is
not as severe, harsh, as at the state
farm.

He's not going back—not if he can
1 help it. Not to the state farm, he
swears.

Next—The Former Guard Talks
and Tells Things.

In the Air
1 Weather conditions at 9a. m.:

West wind. 15 miles an hour; tem-
: perature. 83; barometric pressure,
i 30.03 at sea level; general condi-
tions. clear: ceiling, unlimited; vis-
ibility. 10 miles.
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Midsummer Tour to

WASHINGTON
America's Most Interesting City

ANNAPOLIS
The Quaint Colonial City

Leave Sat., July 29. 4:35 P. M.
Arrive home Wednesday Aug. 2.

3 1/djai \u KxpfiiHC* Included.

114 MOM MENT CIRCLE
LI COLX 6404
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DANCER WEDS SOCIETY DIVORCEE SIXTH BANDIT

SUSPECT UNDER
POLICEJJRILLiNG

Alleged Member of Gang to
Be Quizzed About Lon-

don Holdup.
Detectives responsible for the

capture of five members of an
alleged gang, charged with four-
teen robberies in Indianapolis, an-
nounced today that Ted West. 19,
of 2037 Ludlow avenue, now in jail
charged with vagrancy, will be
questioned about an attempted pay-
roll robbery on the Hugh McK.
Landon estate on July 7.

In alleged confessions, said by
! police to have been made today by-
James Turner. 51. of the' 200 block
Ludlow- avenue, and his son Rich-
ard. 21. who with Paul Parker, 21,
of the 1200 block East Sixteenth
street, were bound over to the
grand jury on $5,000 bonds. West is
alleged to have discussed the pro-
posed holdup with them two weeks
before it was attempted.

According to police, both Turners,
in their purported’ confessions,
stated that West, a former employe
of the Leslie Colvin Construction
Company, is alleged to have given
them details concerning the payroll
which arrived weekly at the Landon
estate on Spring Mill road.

When the bandits missed the pay-
roll there July 7, they r obbed Ray
Mobley, manager of the company
of $75 and cursed and kicked Hugh
McK. Landon. banker, because he

1 had only some change on his person.
Two other Indianapolis youths,

j arrested as members of the alleged
' gang, are held at Muncie. William
Allen Shaw. 19, was sentenced to

i serve ten years in the Indiana state
| prison after being convicted Tuesday
in Muncie, and Noble Cla-comb, 30.
who with Shaw lived in the 1200
block North State avenue, is await-

-1 ing trial there charged with robbery.
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Fred Astaire, famous dancer and musical comedy star, has taken
a partner for life. For here you see him with Mrs. Phyllis Livingston
Potter. 25-year-old society divorcee, following their marriage in New
York Astaire. 34. is brother and former dancing teammate of Adele
Astaire, who a year ago wed Lord Cavendish of England.

DIGS UP LOST WATCH
Timepiece Swept Away in Flood

Found 3 Feet Under Ground.
DUXBURY. Vt, July 20.—The 1927

Vermont flood washed away the
home of John Arkley. •

Arklev lost practically all his per-
sonal belongings, including a gold
watch.

Recently, workmen excavating
near the former site of the Arkley
home recovered the timepiece from

feet below- ground.
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A special group of Gentlemen s
finely tailored tropical
worsted suits, in well fitting
models on sale at sls.m
Strauss handles the finest —
in specially selected patterns,
single and double breasted,
$8.50 and $lO.
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LIBRARY CONTRACT LET
Bowman Elder's Firm Is Awarded

Contract by State.

Indianapolis Office Furniture
Company, of which Bowman Elder.
McNutt adviser, is treasurer, was
awarded a $39,748.50 contract for

furnishing the new state library, it
was announced today The furni-
ture will be made at Shelbyville.

Frankfort Painter I* Killed
fly fulled Prrtt

FRANKFORT. Ind.. July 2f.—
John E. Martin. 44. painter, was
fatally injured when he fell from
a truck in a collision here.

Bank Conservator Named
fly Uaffed Preet

NOBLESVILLE. Ind . July 20 —A.
H. Baker. Democratic chairman of
the Sixth Indiana district, today
was named conservator for the Citi-
zens State bank of Noblesvtlle. The
institution was closed last week by
the state banking department.

fe COUPON DflYl
£ FAIR’S a* Adver* iset*

S :
MONEY 311-375 XVESTWASHWGTOft ST. Clip Them!!

If °DRESSSEs'' J MflWWOsll SILKHOsY JI 21c 1 10c I 39 J■ 8 Fast Color. 2to 14. $ 8 Colored Borders | SLK Pure SiJk Pirot Top
H X smirtlv styled fast rnlnr jrafij fe'.id tiiw<ds. with I S&EV llt• • 111?•.r < •••1 'iili lisle nt 9j
II W
1 ju Wft]&Jpßom iff HKftffiSUpßOtn sharinguSß&Sff promt <*&>**,

I | Tots’ ~Reg. 15c IS Women's $3.98 jlji fj 00 Slips

PLAY SUITS I NEW SILK ,1 s GOWNS

ljl Tic Ray or, l Form Fitting \[i

■I BLOOMERS |:^Ys®, gg-jj RAYON SLIPS |

If ,6f§
. 29<l II

l| t wS I

DIAPERS 1 CURTAIN RODS U UNION SUITS II

I 59c j| s?r J|;

18c J
gfySS&gJpßom 1|
Ip 39c Tots’ Play Colorful | ffll | Genuine

PAJAMAS :||j I2V2C PRINTS pi LASTEX GIRDLE 11

11 22c I 74c 11

| CRIB SHEETS 'ft "II PAJAMAS jl
1 25° iSJr84c 1
fKTS-WllI 25c PI sl*9s egg

■eo Pillow to Match ; .7 wOff
wonder value in cool u | ith large shape ' hi'ini I’aiUiea, Stopjn*. H

I i I|K promt shari mg ]

■ I SF9S Babies’ vm Scalloped | ftl f pfrst Quality 11
MATTRESS lM Shelf OIL CLOTH || ANKLETS

I el 10 i li iiMfiTViC |I i VA:|| v.rt :v; White Handbags ;
8 good quality to fit Pr-'fty _ paUern seaUoped iI I " 11"-' |

III S© Each JI 49® |
| j n<* quality, full IT by js

*, H 8 navy bluet ft 3 wefi uilored long

1 <users,. "WuflTfr^STIIP'A<,1Ji 'an>n S(URihoiir^^|Eg||

15c Babies’ 1' Boys’ All-Wool '|' M<" ‘ Broadcloth s E
i, BLANKETS | SWEATERS II PAJAMAS

I Sc J 39 I 39< I
■ S " hhe reeeiving blanket* Sleeve|e sweater, in „„ W Uood looking tritnaie-i l.road- 9
Hi trimmed .11 pink or blue. (H roon. beige, blue *...1 n,L..‘ Iwßr 1"' b pa) *ma "- H|3 WITH COUPON jjL WITH roi lU>\

" L WITH COfPOX JBk

PAGE 3


