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No More Pretense

No longer is there any pretense on the part of
officials of building and loan companies that the new
Home Loan Bank will help any borrower who has lost
his job and can not pay his usual installments,

Down at French Lick where officers of all the loan
companies are banqueting Semator Watson as a great
benefactor to their companies, one of the leaders
openly declares “if a fellow is out of a job and thinks
that he can be carried without paying, he is mis-
taken.”

In other words all the citizens who are in any
danger of losing their homes because of unemploy-
ment, about whom Senator Watson drew so pathetic
a picture, will be in exactly the spot they were be-
fore,

The measure will be of benefit to the associations
in keeping their finances in more liquid form and per-
mitting them to take care of withdrawals. But it
is now admitted that it can do nothing for the man
who has lost his job or whose wages have been
cut to the point where he can not pay.

That is the real problem—some way to get men
back to work at wages that will permit them to buy
homes,

There can be no solution of the building or’'any
other problem until the purchasing power of the
twelve millions of jobless men and women is restored
to high levels,

That can only be done by a distribution of wages
and wealth on a level that permits the wide use
of luxuries.

Trying to trim this country down to the produc-

tion of absolute necessities will only produce another
China,

The New Park
An estimated attendance of 25,000 at the opening

of Coleman park on the west side is indicative of
the demand of the people for innocent recreation.

The park is not the biggest nor the finest of the
city parks. But it is a playground. In it the young
Wwill find a spot for pleasure. There the older will
find release from the ordinary cares of life and its
worries,

It is time that the leadership in this city recognizes
that the need for recreation is as basic as the need
for food.

In times of wide unemployment, the need is em-
phasized. When jobs are plentiful, amusement can
be purchased, It is less necessary when people are
busy,

But the man and woman out of work and with
nothing to occupy their minds but worry are sunk.
To forget them is not even wise. Thinking on their
bart might produce many unpleasant results.

The new park only emphasizes the interest in such
projects. What is needed now is a play boy as a
leader, some one who knows how to organize people
for fun, to show them how to get their minds away
from themselves.

The man or woman who can invent. some new
forms of innocent amusement, which can be had
without cost will deserve a monument quite as high
as that of a soldier who wins a war. Perhaps it
should be a trifle higher.

Drift

The German worm is turning. Within two days,
Germany has requested military equality and has
announced a policy of higher tariffs. No longer will
Germany take the Kkicks of the rest of the world
patiently.

Justice here is on the side of Germany. What-
ever one may think of the present German govern-
ment—and we happen to believe that no good can
come from the militarists and reactionaries—thera
is no justification in law or morals for denying in-

Dangerous

ternational equality to any great nation.

That part of the peace treaty which disarmed
Germany without disarming other nations was based
on a lie. The “sole war guilt” myth has been dis-
proved by world historians and by the official records
of the period leading up to the World war.

) Even the victors in the madness of Versailles said
they were disarming Germany only to make possible
later disarmament of themselves. That was a pledge.
It has not been kept.

Disarmament conference after conference ends
in failure because the .other European powers refuse
to reduce effectively. Germany is tired of the f{arce.
So are many Americans.

The least the European powers can do is to begin
cufting their expensive and dangerous war prenara-
tions. Otherwise, Germany in the end will force
them to allow her to re-enter the disastrous race.
Of more importance, this failure to deal Jjustly with
Germany is throwing the peaceful German people
into the arms of their militarists.

Rise of the Junkers and of the Hitler Fascists 1§
directly due to the short-sighted military and eco-
nomic policies of the former allies and the unbearable
conditions created in Germany by those policies.

To the unjust economic conditions imposed upon
wermany by the European powers was added a high
tariff barrier against German trade by the United
States. This American tariff forced other European
nations, in self-defense, to raise retaliatory tariffs,
which in turn hit Germany.

So the trade-tariff war, started by the United
States, causes havoc everywhere, but especially to
Germany, which, in her weakened state, is least akle
to stand further shocks.

Naturally, Germany strikes back. On Sept. 6
drastic increases in import duties will be applied to
foreign goods, the rise in the rate on some American
products being 1,000 per cent.. That means more
American factories closed, more Americans in the
bread lines.

But, of course, it does not mean prosperity for
Germany. In such a trade war, there can be no
victor—all suffer, :

This is one more sign, added to the many which
have gone before, that world depression and chaos
will continue until the American and European gov-
ernments have sense enough to reach a settlement
on the joint problem of tariffs-debts-disarmament.

Science for What?

Next spring Chicago wik celebrate a “Century
of Science.”- A captured ray of light that started
on its way earthward from the star Arcturas forty
years ago will be multiplied & millionfold and used
to light the exposition.

Millions will stand amazed at what Americans
in 100 short years have wrought in conquering time
and space. Others will wonder that with all their
cleverness they have done so little to make their
nation a happier, more secure, and more beautiful
place to live,

The man with the hoe has become the fifty-horse
power farmer; yet the net income of the average
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