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JUNE 23, 1932

LIFE IS ONE LONG, HARD FIGHT

‘Alfalfa Bill’ Rises From Cotton Picker to Governor

This is the first of a series of stories
on ‘“favorite sons’
Democratic residential  nomination,
which soon will be decided at Chicago. l

BY ROBERT TALLRY

NEA Service Writer

KLAHOMA CITY, June 23— |

“Alfalfa Bill” Muray told
me the story of "his colorful life in
a long interview held in his bed-
room in the executive iansion
adjcining Oklahoma's state cap-
itol here. |

It was evening. Governor Mur- |
ray seemed tired after a hard day.
He lay upon the bed, completely
dressed, his shoes on the white
bedspread.

Occasionally, during the four
hours that we talked, he changed |
his position for greater comfort; |
when he did, he lay with his shoes
at the other end of the bed. v

His bedroom seemed in chronic
disorder., Obviously, he was a man |
who demanded that housekeepers |
leave his things alone. Books, old |
magazines, old newspapers, old |
documents were stacked and piled |
in every corner. f

]
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He is a lean, grizzled man of
63, with heavy gray hair, bushy
gray eyebrows, keen, blue eyes and
a walrus-like gray mustache. He |
spoke in a deep, resonant voice
and, being a little hard of hear-
ing, he frequently cupped his ear
with his hand when a question
was asked

Here was Oklahoma's “favorite
son” candidate for the Democratic
presidential nomination, the polit- |
ical champion of the man with
the empty pocketbook and the
patch on the seat of his pants.

He is a product of the depres-
sion and perhaps a dangerous
contender in a year of unemploy=-
ment and breadlines.

Oklahoma opinion sharply is di‘-
vided on Murray. To the state’s
rich oil men and others of the |
wealthy, he is a political char- |
latan, faker and shyster of the
first water. ;

To the backwoods farmers in |
the red clay hills who are strug-|
gling to pay their taxes, Murray
is the greatest champion of the
common people since Abraham
Lincoln. The latter have the most
votes; that explains why Murray
is Governor today.
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ERE, recumbent on the bed,

was the man who hopes to
ride to the White House on his |
campaign slogan of “Butter and |
Bread, Bacon and Beans” in this
depression year 1932.

Here was the boy who ran away |
from home and became a cotton |
picker, who educated himself |
when he didn’'t have money to buy
shoes, who studied law while run- |
ning a country newspaper in the |
back end of a Negro barber shop, |
who wrote the Constitution that
made Oklahoma a state, who led
a colony of farmers to the South
American wilderness, who re- |
turned home broke after five ‘
years, campaigned for Governor
on cheese and crackers and now {
seeks the nation’s highest office. |

“I was born,” said Governor
Murray, “in east Texas on Nov. l
21, 1869, in a small box house, |
which had a sandstone chimney |
and strips of board nailed over ‘
the cracks to keep out the wind |
and rain. |

“My grandfather owned a near- |
by mill that was powered by six- |
teen yoke of oxen on a tread |
wheel. My father was U. D. T. |
Murray, a minister of the gospel.”

When Murray was an infant,
his mother died and his father
remarried. When he was 12, he
and his brother ran away from
home.

“I remember I left home on the
day before Garfield died,” he re-
lated. “I passed a cotton gin and
a boy yelled to me: ‘Do you know
Garfleld is dead?’

“I hollered back: ‘Who's Gar-
field?”” and the boy answered
‘He'’s the President.” It was the

first time I had ever heard the

word President; I didn't know

what he meant.” |
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URRAY worked as a cotton

picker and cordwood chop-

per until he was taken in by Mr.

and Mrs. E. R, Loper, farmers of
Wise eounty, Texas.

He spent a year there, working |
on the farm and fared forth as a |
boox agent. He worked his way
through school at Springfield,
Tex., and later taught school at !
several places.

Eventually he was elected to the
Texas state senate. A little later
he moved to Corsicana, where he
rented the back end of a Negro
barber shop and starfed a news-
paper. At nights, he read law.
Soon he was admitted to the bar.

In 1898, Murray moved to Tish-
imingo, Okla., then the capital of
the Chickasaw Indian nation. He |
soon became attorney for the |
tribe, was admitted into it and a |
little later he married the niece
of Douglas H, Johnston, Governor |
of the nation. She was Miss Alice
Hearrell, a school teacher. |

Following an unsuccessful at- |
tempt to carve an Indian state
named “Sequoyah” out of the In-
dian lands, Murray joined those
who were creating the state of
Oklahoma and drafted a model
Constitution.

He was elected president of the
constitutional convention which
met at Guthrie in 1907.

N 1912 and again in 1914 “Al-
falfa Bill"—so nicknamed be-
cause he had encouraged Okla-
homa farmers to plant that crop
—was elected to congress.

“In June of 1914, relates the
Governor, “I told my audiences
that the most disastrous war in
history was then brewing in Eu-
rope. They laughed at me, but
they elected me. On the day
after I was nominated, German
troops marched into Belgium.”

in the race for the |

Governor “Alfalfa Bill” Murray, Oklahoma's picturesque chief executive, is shown above at three
At lower left is an old picture of Murray at the age of 14, just two years
after he ran away from his Texas birthplace to make his own way in the world. .Above, Murray as an
At

stages in his colorful career.

Oklahoma congressman in 1915,

®

the right is a recent photo.

he knew, before the assassin’s shot
at Sarajevo, that the World war
was coming.

“From the reports on secret
European treaties at the state
department,” he replied. *“Secre-

tary of State Bryan, a friend of
mine, let me read those confidential
reports. It was clear that war
was coming.”

In 1916 Murray was busy pre-
dicting that America soon would
be dragged into the war. That
was the year Wilson was run-
ning for re-election on a platform
of “He kept us out of war.,” Mur-
ray was defeated for re-election,
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EATEN, Murray toured South

America for several years, He
traveled almost the length of the
Amazon, swapping 10-cent store
mirrors to the jungle Indians who
paddled his canoe. He made six
trips to South America between
1919 and 1923.

“Each time I came back from
one of these trips, I could see the
United States slipping more and
more,” Murray said. “I saw the
approach of the present depres-
sion—I foresaw the . millions of
unemployed we have today.

“Unless we meet this, our nation
will break up into little bands
like Rome did in the seventh cen-
tury; these unorganized bands will
take what they can get; in con-
gested centers disease will wipe
them out; people in the remote
regions will be those who will sur-
vive.”

Thus was born Murray’s Bolivi-
an colony idea. He made a con-
tract with the Bolivian govern-
ment for 75,000 acres of rich
prairie land near the foot of the
Andes, interested eighteen Okla-
homa farm families in his plan
and set out with them for South
American in May, 1924.

“We sailed from New Orleans.
Our colonists began to get home-
sick. Some of them wanted to go
back before we got to Cuba. Oth-
ers quit at Panama. We landed
at Antofagasta, Chile, and took a
train inland to the railroad head.

“The rest of the way we trav-
eled by ox cart. By that time, all
but two had quit us; and they left
for home the following week.”

|

But Murray, his wife and two |

sons and their wives went ahead.
They founded the colony, popu-
lated it with native labor and
resident European farmers, and
remained there five years.

“The first year we were mighty
lonesome,” he continued, “but
after that we got to like it.”
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HE Governor turned to his
5-year-old grandson, Johnny
Murray, who was playing on the
bedroom floor.

“See that boy?” he said. “He
was born in South America. I
delivered him. I had to. There
wasn't a doctor in 200 miles.

“No, I never studied medicine;
but I picked up a little knowledge
of it by listening to doctors tes-
tify before the pensions committee
in congress, and by reading books
on anatomy.”

The Brazilian government can-

Try Lydia E. Pinkham’s Vegetable Compound ]
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I asked Governor Murray how
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Terribly Nervous
agged P melancholy and
blue. Sﬁoemshould ‘tv:kyc' Lydia E? ;.u:-

ham’s Vegetable Compound. Its tonic
action builds up the system. Try it.

I Very Disfiguring Case of Eczema
uticura Healed.

Over Face.

-

“I had a very disfiguring and uncomfortable case of eczema. It broke
out in pimples all over my face and itched and burned so much that I
unconsciously rubbed it and it spread all over my arms and neck.
Ilost weight and could hardly sleep.

“Iread an advertisement for Cuticura Soap and Ointment and sent
for a free sample of each. It relieved the irritation and I was able to
sleep. I purchased more and after using three cakes of OuticunSoag
and three or four boxes of Cuticura Ointment I was completely healed.
(Signed) Miss L Dennis, 3412 S, State St., Chicago, IIl, Aug. 12, 1931, -

25c. Ointment 25 and $0c, Talcwm 25c. Sold everywhere. Sample each free,
mnsmm:umu "

celed ‘Murray’s concession and he |
and his family came back in Au-
gust, 1929.

, He 'says his South American
venture cost him practically
every' dollar that he had—that he
refunded all the money collected
from the Oklahoma farmers for
the land, though he did not re-
fund their transportation ex-
penses.
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IVE months after Murray re-
turned to Oklahoma he be- |
came a candidate for Governor, l
announcing in January, 1930.

“When I left Tishimingo to be-

gin my campaign I had exactly |

$13,” he related. “I gave my wife
$1 of this to buy postage stamps
so she could write me while I
was gone and arranged with a
Republican grocer of Tishimingo
to credit her for food while I was
away.”

The details of Murray’s cam-
paign in which he lived largely
on cheese and crackers are too
well known for repetition here.
However, he denies that he
hitch-hiked, insisting that these
rides were provided by {friendly
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farmers who hauled him over the
state in their Fords.

Keeping away from the un-
friendly big cities until the last,
he made his appeal to the farm-
ers and won handsomely.

As Governor, his actions often
have been drastic and equally pic-
turesque. Several times he has
called out state troops to enforce
his executive arders.

By Oklahoma’s rich and upper
classes Murray is bitterly assailed.
But his strength lies with voters
like a grizzled old farmer—in

who expressed his views to me in
this manner:

“Sure, I'm for Bill Murray—be-
cause he’s just like I am. Bill
ain’t got nothing, and I ain't got
nothing, either.”

Next: Governor George White
of Ohio . . . newsboy, grocery

| clerk, student at Princeton un--

| der Woodrow Wilson, day laborer,
| prospector in the Alaskan gold
. rash of 1898, lawyer, congressman,
1 Governor.

' ANNOUNCE PLANS

etta, will

Mattern. Mrs. Alma
and Joseph Foy have
roles. Other members
are:

Misses Margaret Rasbach, Evelyn Eber-
chakel, Helen Klasing. Irene
Messrs.
Charles
Bishop,
| John Rothert, and a chorus of twenty

hardt, Marie
| Miller, Mrs. Mildred Broeking,
| Harold Broeding, Fred Winter,
Hinzie, Paul Striebeck, Dwight

| voices.

hickory shirt and tattered pants— |

FOR AN OPERETTA

“Once in a Blue Moon,” an oper-
be presented at 8:15
Wednesday and Thursday nights,
June 29 and 30, in the parish hall
of Zion Evangelical church. Melvin |
| Berryman is the director, assisted by
Mrs. Ross Caldwell and Miss Phyllis
Daubenmire
the leading
of the cast

|

|

|

Shower to
Be Held for

Bride-Elect

Mrs. Walker B. Knotts and her|
mother, Mrs. W. H. Hanning, 909 |

East Maple road, are to be hostesses
for a luncheon-bridge and crystal
shower today at the home of Mrs.
Hanning, honoring Miss Agnes Lou-
ise Kalleen, who will be married
July 2 to Jacob Guire Wilcox.

The bride-elect’'s chosen colors,
pink and blue, are to be carried out
in the appointments, and in the
flowers, which are to be arranged
on the tables and about the home.
Guests are to include Mrs. James
L. Kalleen and Mrs. O. E. Wilcox,
mothers of the bride and bride-
groom-elect, and:

Mrs. Gerald McDermott,
and Betty Kalleen. sisters of the bride-
elect, Charlotte Twitty, Ruth Peterson,
Edith McCoyv. Cosette Scholl. Betty Jane
Barrett. Delight Morrison, Skippy Smith,
Marcella Moore. Jean Underwood. Jane
Sleidner, Virginia® Waller and Margaret
Jane Bannister.

e wedding will take place at
8:30, the night of July 2, 'in the
First Presbyterian church, and will
be a candlelight ceremony. Miss
Agnes Kalleen is a member of the

Butler university chapter of Kappa

Misses Nancy

| Kappa Gamma.

Miss Chapman Weds

Miss Pearl Chapman, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Lee M. Chapman of
Williams, became the bride of Carl
A. Hauenstein at their new home
at 2728 North Harding street at 6
Tuesday night.
Adams of the Church of Christ of-
ficiated. The couple will be at home
after a motor trip.

The Rev. E. L.|

ALUMNAE CLUB
IS ENTERTAINED

Miss Martha Ann Rudy enter-
tained members of the Wilson Col-
lege Alumnae Club at luncheon
Wednesday at the Ulen Country
Club in Lebanon.

Special guests

thy Day, who will enter the college |
Mrs. Robert Miller, |
Rochester, and Mrs. Oral Van Metz- |

in the fall;

ger of Roann.

PAGE 17

covers were lald for Mr. and Mis
Gonard Feland of Chicago, Miss
Grossman, Miss Beatly, Mr. Gross-
man, Mr. Adams, Misses Jane Suth-
erland, Margaret Linder and Mary
Lohrman, and Robert H. Reiner and
Harry Guedelhoefer,

were Miss Doro- |

Bridge Party

Arranged for

Bridal Group

Miss Margaret Brick will enter-

tain tonight with a bridge party at|
her home, 551 South Central court, |
in honor of Miss Dorthy Jane Suth- |
erland and Adolph Grossman of

Yonkers, N. Y.,
ried Saturday.

who will be mar- |

Miss Brick, who will be assisted |

by her mother, Mrs.

Thomas E.|

Brick, will carry out a color scheme |

of pink and blue.

Roses and ta-&

pers will decorate the serving ta-

ble, centered with a miniature bride

and groom.

|
|

Guests with the bridal pair will |
be Misses Margaretta Grossman of |
Yonkers, Esther Harrison Beatly and |

Martin Grossman of Yonkers,
ley Shouse and Louis Adams.
Miss Catherine

Dud- |

Lohrman, 2215 |

West Sixteenth street, gave a din-
ner for Miss Sutherland and Mrs.

Grossman Wednesday night.

The

table was arranged with a plateau |
of lilies, white sweet peas and roses. |
Green and white tapers were used. |

In addition to the honor guests
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“23 Stores Located for Your Convenience”

YOUR ’ FOR
FRIENDS . 54 YEARS
BUY HAAG’'S
AT PRICES
HAAGSS. ORIGINATORS OF HAVE
DO BEEN
« CUT PRICE DRUGS -

HOME OWNED—HOME OPERATED

of this new store.

HAAG’S STORE No. 5 in PEMBROKE ARCADE, 133 E. WASH. ST.

Mr. Smith, the manager; his assistant, Mr. Wiseman, and Mrs. Bertha Hampton, in charge of
the soda fountain, all wish to extend their appreciation to their many friends who called at this

store last week, and the HAAG DRUG CO. likewise says THANKS for your kind acceptance
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Not a cheap
bottle. A good
serviceable bot-
tle better than
\ many priced
higher

PR

Vacuum Bottles

938

Sun Glasses ...

Bathing Caps......10c to 59¢
Ex-Ray Straw Hats.......89¢
Caps, Sun Shade Visors.
iill | Straw Hats, Broad Brim.
Picnic Sets, for Six.....

..49¢c
..98¢c
.ot
.. 19c

OUTING JUGS
1-GALLON CAPACITY

I bought my clubs at HAAG’S,

and my score proves that
you don’t have to pay

a high price

GOOD

Clubs and

3-Stay Zapper Bag
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A Complete
Outhit

&

for

Shampoo mh.

—— &
OERy &
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Both for

29

FILM FINISHING

SHAVING REQUISITES

Boncilla Shave Cream, 39c; Extra Tube......1c
50c Williams’ Shaye Cream, 39c Aqua Velva Free
Frostilla Brushless Cream, 42c; Lotion Free
New Gillette Blue Blades, 5 for.............50c
Gem or Eveready Blades, 5 for...
Barbasol Shave Cream, Lb. Jar..
Mennen’s Shave Cream.........
Colgate’s Shaving Lotion........
Campana’s Italian Balm......vcc0ueoimerne..29¢
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st et s DI

IO R SCOE N B .39C

DRSO LR NN Y .496

Keeps Food
or lLiquids All f
Mot or Cold 890 e $3'98
Longer Golf Balls, 35¢c; 3 for $1.00
SPECIAL KODAKS, CAMERAS || ELECTRIC ]
Ideal HAIR At ;
ot HAAG'S FILM FANS
S . 5 ALL SIZES

FAN

Ten-Inch

Eight-Inch
$3.39

Oscillating FAN
$8.39
53

A Deposit of 2¢c Is Required on Every Bottle

|4 BOTTLES of TOM COLLINS Jr. for 49¢ and 2 Bottles Free

35¢ Palmolive Shaving
45¢ Colgate’s Rapid Shave

Cream ..19¢c—With Token, 9¢
. Cream. .27c—With Token, 17c¢
Cream...3%—With Token, 29¢

78¢ Flit, Fly Speay, Pint. .. .oimineees
40c Liquid Sprayer, Pint Size. N.......
L(:'»0(: Merk’s Bug and Insect Killer.......45¢c

- o
Colgate and Palm- INSECTICIDES Tonic
olive Tokens Are : d
Worth 10c Each Antrol, 4 Containers and Syrup........95¢ an
L T $1.00 Enoz, Kills Moths, Pint..........74c Blood
HAAG’S 75c Fly-Tox, Kills Flies, Pint. ............54c Puiibcr
250 C(O)l:&:el'l: Rl;:rbznh”;e:&l 35c Bl‘ck Fl‘g Liquid R LB I S B A O LR .290 81.2‘ sm

94c
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15¢
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