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“Give Light and the People Will Find Their Own Way.”

The Prohibition Question

That the people, ot a vast and growing majority of
the people, demand the repeal of prohibition and the
ending of the present farce is indicated by the num-
ber of aspiring politicians who are changing from
ardent drys to hesitating moists.

Those who opposed any suggestion two years ago
that the matter might be given back to the people for
decision as trerson to the Constitution are now sug-
gesting this as an alibi for their records.

A referendum means delay of years. The head of
the Anti-Saloon League says that it is impossible and
fllegal. At best. it means years of gangdom and rack-
eteering.

What people want is a chance to repeal the prohi-
bition amendment. The referendum would come " in
the selection of conventions elected to ratify the re-
peal.

Very many citizens who have supported prohibition
in the past now believe that the evils it has intro-
duced into American life are intolerable and the law
itself impossible of enforcement.

The Japones run the governments of cities and
states. Kidnaping and killing are common crimes.
Blackmail of business has become almost a recognized
part of commerce. The revenue that formerly went
to the government is now left with the bootlggger to
distribute as bribes.

In the coming primary, where other factors are
equal or nearly equal, The Times believes that the
people will do well to select candidates who pledge
themselves to immediate action on this question.

An endorsement by the Anti-Saloon Leagué
furnishes a fairly good warning signal to those who
believe that failure to settle this question has inter-
fered with the settlement of economic issues.

Reducing Taxes

Every one will agree that the real tax problem is
finding ways to reduce the amount of money taken
for the support of government.

No change in method of collection will bring any
real relief until every wasted dollar is eliminated from
the expense sheets.

For that reason, the new organization of the
Marion County Association for Tax Reduction will
undoubtedly receive wide support in its efforts to cut
the cost to fit the present day public purse.

The fact that the cest of government has grown
six and a half times as fast as the national income
has startled those who face the loss of property
through unpaid taxes into a realization that the time
has arrived for drastic remedies.

The so-called luxuries of government, fine public
enterprises, can no longer be afforded.

Faced by the stern fact that tax delinquencies are
of such magnitude and extent as to reduce the
treasury below the present scale of operation, this
association invites co-operation in an effort to cut
the costs, no matter how unpopular the remedies
may be with public employes.

It is fast becoming a question, not of whether
the present scale of government and public expendi-
tures are to be retained, but whether there will be
any cash to maintain any government at all.

With less income, the treasury is faced by the
necessity of caring for a rapidly increasing number
of unemployed who must have public support.

One-fourth of present taxes is for interest on
bonds issued in the past. That means that the re-
ductions must come from 75 per cent remaining, and,
in concrete terms, from either the numper or the
wage of public employes.

Wage reductions have hit at all private enter-
prises, both mercantile and manufacturing. There is
the greater loss to .the workers in these enterprises
through reduction in days of employment. Thou-
sands have no employment whatever.

It is probable that the same fate must come to
public employes, or that these same employes will be
faced with the fact that the time will soon arrive
when there will be no money with which to pay any
salaries or wages. This has happened in other cities
and counties.

The cost of government is mixed in every other
grave problem. Possibly this new association has at
least a part of the answer.

Only a Dream

Many people are under the impression that the
old Prohibition party, which entered the national
field in 1869, disappeared when the eighteenth
amendment and the‘ Volstead act took the nation in
charge.

Not quite. Only four years ago, in the presidential
year, 1928, the Prohibition party held a national
convention in Chicago, at which 152 delegates, repre-
senting twenty-two states, nominated candidates for
President and Vice-President. Electoral tickets were
nominated in Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan, Wiscon-
sin, Indiana and West Virgiaia.

Moreover, the Prohibition party’'s 1928 platform
contained this highly pertinent and still up-to-date
plank:

“The present unsatisfactory enforcement of pro-
hibition, amounting to nullification over wide areas
in great centers of population, is the natural result
of the acceptance by friends of prohibition of the
false political philosophy of non-partisanism (a word
substituted for the Anti-Saloon League) whereby the
voters have kept themselves divided between and
swallowed up in the two political parties, both de-
pendent for success upon the votes of their wet
members, who see to it that the arm of enforcement
is paralyzed.”

This plank seems to us a pretty accurate, pene-
trating analysis, from the dry standpoint, of the basic
grievance of a lot of Republican and Democratic drys,
male and female, who have been in Washington lately,
breathing dire threats of what will happen if either
of the major party platforms contains a damp plank.

It is, of course, toc much to hope—but if the die-
hard drys would let the major parties alone for a
spell and try to build up the old Prohibition party
into a “solid phalanx” until we get this particular
issue settled, what a relief it would be from ihe point
of view of logic and political clear thinking.

We know this is only a wild dream. Yet there is
the Prohibition party. forlorn, forsaken, but consistent
~yearning for those who, by rights, belong to it, but
«ho are, instead, pervading, harassing, and bewilder-
ing the other parties!

History will note this as one of the pathetic para-
doxes of American politics during the great prohibi-
tion error.

Senate Taxes
In throwing tariffs out of the revenue bill, and

. | fincreasing income and nuisance taxes, the senate

finance committee displays intelligence and courage.
Necessity of rectifying the income rate ratios remains.
~ The higher income tax rate on the middle class
will hit the professional and small business groups,

Jready hard pressed by the depression. Nevertheless,

this is necessary. In a time of emergency, persons with
incomes of $4,000 to $8,000 should not be let off with
the present 1’z to 5 per cent normal tax, or the house
proposal of 2 to 7 per cent; the senate committee rate
of 3 to 9 per cent is not unfair in itself.

But the proportion of increase should not stop
there. On the time-honored principle of capacity to
pay, the ratio of increase should be progressively
uigher, It is all right to hit the middle class. But
on the same theory, the rich should be hit proportion-
ately hard. A balanced budget requires it.

And that is what the senate committee has failed
to do.

It began by voting down the Couzens proposal for
the war-time rates. Thus,

escape under the senate committee plan with 45 per
cent. Likewise, the senate committee failed to in-
crease surtax rates on incomes from $10,000 to $100,000.

That is discrimination against the professional and
small business man in favor of the rich.

To rub in that discrimination, the sepate commit-
tee, while increasing the normal income tax rate on
middle class incomes above $4,000, and thereby in-
creasing government revenue $58,000,000 a year, at
the same time cut out the r‘ormal income tax on stock
dividends to help the rich, and thereby deprived the
government of $89,000,000 revenue,

The committee threw away another $8,000,000 of
revenue by eliminating the 12 per cent penalty for
corporations filing consolidated relurns, |

Despite the income tax discriminations, which
doubtless will be corrected on the senate floor, the
committee properly slapped down another nuisance
tax to the tune of $50,000,000. That was the 2-cent
tax on all bank checks in excess of $5.

This and other nuisance taxes are in place of the |
beer tax. Every time you write such a check and have
to pay 2 cents for the privilege, you will remember
that this is necessary because the politicians refuse to
legalize and tax the beer which is flowing so freely |
and so profitably for the bootlegger.

|
Now Is the Time |

In prohibition, as in some other questions, thef
people are some distance ahead of their leaders.

The final count today of the Literary Digest's
national poll indicates 73 of every 100 voters favor |
repeal of the eighteenth amendment. Only two states, |
Kansas and North Carolina, voted dry, and only by‘
hair-breadth margins.

The national percentage of those favoring con-
tinuance of prohibition decreased from 30 per cent
in the Digest's 1930 straw vote to 27 per cent today. |

These straws, and the much more potent resuits |
of recent by-elections and primaries, already havef
brought a rout among the political organizations \and'
the office holders. The flops are coming quick |
and fast. |

Senators favoring repeal or resubmission have in-
creased in number from fourteen in 1928 to forty-one |
now, according to one tabulation. House members |
have been doing likewise.

Dr. Clarence True Wilson, dry leader, has said |
he would not oppose a referendum. Arthur M. Hyde.!
agriculture secretary, and formesr Governor Byrd of |
Virginia, prominent drys, have come out with clumsy,
time-killing proposals for a referendum. The Anti-
Saloon League and the W. C. T. U. are among the
few still standing unconditionally for the Constitu-
tion’s only venture into sumptuary legislation.

The political converts are welcome in the fold of
those who have sought reform of the intolerable con- |
ditions set up by the dry laws. But this point should
be kept in mind: Political leaders, many of them, are
trying to straddle the question by approving a trick
resubmission or referendum.

The Literary Digest poll, and the conclusive re-
turns of the Pennsylvania Republican senatorial pri-
mary, are mandates by the voters for straight repeal.
The Digest posed the question squarely—repeal or
continuance,

The Pennsylvania contest was equally clear cut
on this question. “Puddler Jim"” Davis was an ad- |
mittedly weak candidate against a colorful figure like i
Smedley Butler. Prohibition was the issue, and Davis, |
advocating repeal, won nearly two to one, with un- |
expected strength in the rural sections. 1

The leaders in both parties are moving now to
adopt in June straddling resubmission planks, and
timorous congressmen are promoting this action, in‘
the hope of fighting off the wrath of the voters in
November. |

But the people are insisting—if the Pennsylvania |
primary and the Digest poll mean anything—on |
action this year to modify the silly one-half of one |
per cent Volstead definition of intoxicating liquor, |
and to pass through congress a repeal amendment in |
time for its consideration by the forty-four legisla-
tures which meet early next year. f

Those advocating the veterans’' bonus should re-
member that $2,000,000,000 is a lot of money. That's
all the bankers and railroads got!

Just Every Day Sense

BY MRS. WALTER FERGUSON
N a recent survey made at Memphis, 51 out of every |
1,000 children were shown to display marks of
genius. |

The general average over the country probably
would not fall far below that average. |

Yet I dare say no one would be rash enough to|
assert that 51 out of every 1,000 adults develop into |
geniuses. What becomes of these superior children |
who appear to be destined for great things?

I tell you. By our senseless submission to con-
vention, we grown-ups contrive to eradicate all evi-
dences of genius by the time they reach maturity.

Every time some superior trait manifests itself in a
child, there are hordes of us with cudgels ready to
beat it down to our own dead level of mediocrity.

We are set on having everybody conform to major-
ity ideas, regardless of how silly they may be.

The person who is brave enough to scoff at some
of them may, in time, attain a crown of martyrdom,
but that’s about all.

N education, in business, in society, in religion, it's
the same. We are afraid of new ideas. The

educator, even in university circles, who

speak the truth as he sees it usually is kick

incomes of more than
$1,000,000, instead of paying 65 per cent surtax, will |

| tion its general accuracy.

| would either modify, or repeal, the

| was costing.

M. E. Tracy

Says: ’ /
Zxzcept With a Few, the Pro- |

hibition Issue Never Has
Been One of Morals or
Temperance. Temperance
Died When the Law Took
Command.

EW YORK, April 20.—The Lit-
erary Digest prohibition poil
comes to an end with the vote in
favor of repeal standing nearly
three to one. o par ey
Only two states—Kansas and
North Carolina—show a dry ma-
jority, and that by the thinnest of
mawrgins. |
Feme of the wet states shov a
thin margin, but more than thirty-
six appear to have spoken emphat-
ically.

Only thirty-six states are needed
to repeal, or modify the eighteenth
amendment,

=

. Py
Vote Conclusive ~ A,
T hardly can be assumed that L
the Digest poll is accurate in &Y
every detail. The two states which A

it shows as dry easily might go |
wet, while half a dozen states which |
it shows wet easily might go dry. |
But that compasses about all thel
flaws that can be picked with it. i

Only idiots and fantics will ques- |
It re-|
moves all doubt that the sentiment
of this country has changed toward |
national prohibition and that, if|
given an opportunity, the people

eighteenth amendment.
¥ ¥ P

Temperance Dead

Play Ball!
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HE change of sentiment can not

DAILY HEALTH SERVICE

be attributed wholly to exist-

ing conditions, though they have
helped to bring it about. |
People were getting rather alarmed |
at the increase of crime and rack-
eteering before the depression oc-

Sigmoid Irritation Cause for Worry

curred, but easy money served to
keep them quiet. The depression
has done little more than make
them realize just what the farce

BY DR. MORRIS FISHBEIN
Editor Journal of the American Medical
Association and of Hygzeia, the
Health Magazine.

HE human being has a long
intestinal tract, which has
many curves and sections. Near
| the lower end is one section called
Temperance died when the law|the sigmoid, which recently has

took command. That is the usual|peen giving serious concern.
history of reform. | It seems that late in life por-
&8 9 !tions of the wall of this sigmoid
5 H | may pouch outwards and may be
St'addlers St'” | the subject of serious chronic ir-
PPARENTLY, Republican lead- | ritations, leading to growth of

ers have caught on to the |cancer.

switch in sentiment and are ready| Because of the position of the
to get in line with it. | sigmoid in the abdomen, it is dif-
What will the Democrats do if,|ficult to examine and frequently the
and after the Republican conven- | irritative condition goes on for
tion abandons prohibition? Will many months before becoming suf-
they adopt the opposition- role, as|ficiently severe to cause the person
they have so many times in the |to seek the attention of a physician.
past, or will they yield to the ob-| The physician makes his diag-
vious drift of public opinion and try |NOsis by careful examination of the
to get their share of the credit. | bowel, including the giving of bar-

Except with a few, the issue never |
has been one of morals, or temper-
ance.

,ium enemas, and thereafter using
the X-ray, which presents an accur-
ate picture of the condition.

The chief dangers from pouches
or diverticulum of the sigmoid
arises from the setting up of irri-
tation leading to cancer, or from a
sudden perforation of the diverti-
culum, such as occurs also in ulcer
of the stomach.

Obviously it is important to find
out if the condition is present and
to adopt suitable measures to pre-
vent its progress before it has
reached such a serious stage.

Among the measures which will
prevent diverticulitis and which -vill
inhibit its progress are the adop-
tion of a diet that is sof* and which
does not contain the usual roughage |
present in whole wheat bread,
brown bread, bran, celery, coarse |
cereals, the skin of fruits and simi-
lar substances.

Such patients are asked to take |
| regularly small amounts of mineral !

]

oil, which lubricates the bowel and
softens the food mass.

Under the direction of a physi-
cian, drugs may be given which have
a quieting effect on intestinal ac-
tion, also arrangements may o¢
made for washing out the bowel at
necessary intervals.

In washing the bowel with ene-
mas, precaution must be taken‘not
to have too great pressure, Since
pressure of the fluid may increase
the danger of perforation.

In an article on this subject, Dr
A. E. M. Woolf suggests that the
amount of fluid used be small and
the can or rubber bottle used at a
minimum height which will permit
the fluid to run in without being

forced in.
Obviously the occurrence »of any
|of the dangerous complications

mentioned should be the signal for
immediate attention by a competent z‘
medical adviser. \

Most presidential candidates on

the Democratic side have come out
wet, but the party still contains a
lot of dry sentiment, or, more ac-
curately, perhaps, a lot of straddling
sentiment.

I'T SEEMS TO ME s

Ideals and opinions expressed
in this column are those of
one of America’s most inter- ||

IIEYWOOD esting writers and are pre- ||
BROUN ireement ot " Slsagreement | |

attitude of
itor.

with the editorial
this paper.—~The E
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“Q UPPOSE,” writes H. K. B., “you

Ll
A Vital Issue
ROHIBITION will play a very
important part in the coming
campaign, not only because of the
change in sentiment, but because
of the way people are being pinched

pink circular in the railroad ticket
{office, you had determined to go

never had been to New York,|
and suppose that, lured by a violent!

|and threatened by increased taxes, |
| while the profitable business of |

there this spring. And («f you're
still with me) suppose that, after

bootlegging goes scot free. |a great many evenings spent in

More votes are likely to turn on |squeezing the budget, you and your
it than on any other issue, because | wife decided that by letting
more people have been thinking | milkman wait a month and by put-
about it for a longer time. {ting off the rent you could have

Prohibition is something which $100 to spend—after the tickets are
the average man and woman think | bought—and that you could stay in
they understand. It is one of the[New York from Sunday noon till
iew problems in connection with Thursday night. i
the federal government that gets | “No, if you've caught vour breath,
down to where they live. here is the question: “Knowing

».8 @ what you do of New York, what
" > would you advise these hypothetical
rNO Mystel y HCI e pgrsons to see? How would you ad-
VERAGE people find them- vise them to spend their time and
selves confused by such prob- | their money? I hope you won't be-
lems as the tariff, world.court, farm | come a party to
relief, power and Russian recogni- | fostered by the landlord and
tion, but not by prohibition. They | milkman and advise us to stay at
know exactly how prohibition  home.”
works, what it has done to make life | p
miserable and why the idea of ever | 9
enforcing it is hopeless. i Come On Over

You don’t have to explain prohi- | HE letter of Mr. B. comes from
bition to men on the street, or wom- South Bend, Ind., and I would
en in the home. There is nothing | not advise him to stay at home. On
mysterious, or obscure about it as the contrary, I would urge him to
far as they are concerned. They see |come to New York, with his hun-
it staggering through the neighbor- | dred dollars or without it. Land-
hood, smell it at social gatherings, lords and milkmen can wait. They
run into it at every turn. | have had practice.

; But, unfortunately, I am not the
| person to give the advice. I wish
II were. I'q like it even better to

be the person getting the advice.
{It would be great to be young, a
|resident of South Bend and the
| possessor of $100. . I mean if you |
|were on a train waiting to catch
{your first glimpse of this magical
| city.

Only the other day our own Jus-
tice John Ford, who loves clean
books, handed down a judicial de-
cision in which he said: “New York
is the finest city on earth. It is a
beautiful city; a glorious, kindiy
city; the finest place on earth to
live in and die in.”

Never having died here, I
wouldn't like to be as dogmatic as
{that. Nor do I know whether it is
| “the finest city on earth.” I've never

TODAY i? |
WORLD WAR )\
ANNIVERSARY
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| GREAT GERMAN ATTACK

’ April 29

N April 29, 1918, a huge German
army was hurled at the

® b

Questions and
Answers

In how many world series base-
ball games did Ty Cobb play?
In those of 1907, 1908 and 1909.

What is the origin of the proverb,
“a cat has nine lives?” .
It dates back to ancient Egypt,
where the cat-headed goddess,
Pasht, was said to have nine lives.

Where is Moresnet?*

It is a small district in Belgium
on the German border, four miles
southwest of Aix-la-Chapelle.

From what book was the motion
picture “Bought” adapted?

From “Jackdaws Strut” by Har-
viet Henry. 1

What .h the record attendance for
a major league baseball game?

The record was 85,265 at a double-
header at the Yankee stadium in

letics on Sept. 9, 1928.
Under the reign of what English

reign of Queen

F: of the Somme salient created by al
Texas? great March offensive, releasing
254. ;mlrfd British troops for service in
what book is Mrs. Polly Toodle reserve until they had time to

In b » recover from more than 2 month of

Where is the town of Ystalyfera?

any conspiracy |
the |

entire Franco-British front between MOrgan.

b2en to Butte, Mont., or Burlington, [

I2., and I spent only two hours in |
Omaha. I do like New York better |
than Paris or London or Peking, but |
| there have been days hcreabouts!
when I would rather be in Havana. |

But I am drifting away from the |
point. Mr. B. has said nothmgl
| about settling here. He still has
{his landlord and his milkman in
| South Bend. It's a five-day New |

me;York for which he would like & memorial bridge.

| compass and a chart. H. K. B. |
;isn't explicit enough. I don't know |
whether he likes Shakespeare or
musical glasses.

Justice Ford would have it: “We
find here sweetness and light, hap-
piness and contentment, decency
and morality. We ask no more of |
earth, and it is New York City we

have to thank for it—God bless |
her!”

L = =

You Can Be Reversed
F course, at times, after a!
couple of rounds on thef
house, I have felt a good deal like |
that myself, but it isn't a mood |
which can be sustained for five
days. And certainly not for a
hundred dollars.

It is my notion that the best
plan for any stranger heading in
ihis direction is to have no plan.
1. New York were brand new to me,
I think I'd just get on a bus and !
ride until the end of the line. It|
doesn’'t matter what bus. Some

i People’s Voice |

Editor Times—The milk-and-|
water variety of Socialist is to be !
heard frequently these days advo-
cating ownership of the utilities,
and a few other conveniences as
a way out of the depression. And,
of course, these ineffectual panacea
peddlers propose to pay full value
for all the watered stock issued by
such enterprises. |

Just how a few isolated state
enterprises could lift the pall of de-
pression remains to be seen. It is|
not the extortions of any single
capitalistic combination or group of
such combinations that huve?

levied upon us to which we can|
attribute our present disaster. !
Every dollar of capital privately |
owned has contributed its share to|
the making of our current chaos

and confusion.
The way out is not by piecemeal
ent. The way out is, in

paper because you always have been |
for their welfare. [
I think it is a crime for any firm
married man or

|in any case.

day before experimenting as to
whether this is the best of all pos-
sible cities in which to die, I think
I'll try just that. |

And some day I'm going over to
the Statue of Liberty. Unlike most |
New Yorkers, I have been to the
top of the Empire State building.
Even in a planless five days that
ascent belongs. And I also would |
suggest the George Washington |
: Sunset is a good
time, but my personal preference |
is for about 3 o'clock on a moon-
light morning.

Maybe the moon doesn't stay up
that late, but I stick to 3 o'clock |
it I think the young
visitors ought to be jealous of their |
waking hours. Sleep is precisely
the same here as in South Bend.
Prairie people have no notion of
what a sunrise can be until they |
have seen one creeping up out of
the canyons and falling across the |

| meacows of Central park. |

Still, come to think of it, those |
narrow plots might not seem much |
to folk who live out by the edge or1
the wilderness. Trees and grass
never do mean much except to us[
who live in cities. Out of all the
world it is penthouse people who |
are faithful to nature after their
fashion. '

Just an Old Naturalist

AND speaking of primitive things,
the couple from South Bend
should be sure not to miss Babe
Ruth. I feel that he belongs among
the authentic landmarks of Man-
hattan. Of course, we have ca-
thedrals and art galleries and mu-
seums, but those are known in other
cities.

The visitor wants to see some-
thing which is quite unlike the offer-
ing of any other metropolis. That |
ought to be easy. What is our
most characteristic feature? Why, |
of course—only New York has the
New York speakeasy.

(Coovright. 1932, hv The Times)

\*—=8Y DAVID DIET?Z

| T. VESUVIUS is in all prob-
! ability the world's best known
| volcano.

| study has revealed about it.

| present active crater.

| the volcanic dust and ash with the

| was relatively quiet, though there

| over a period of six months and on

1tell it in the bowers.—Emerson.
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Vesuvius, Best Known Vol-
eano, Famous Over Cen-
turies of History.

The word “volcano” for
most people conjures up the name \
of Mt. Vesuvius.
Undoubtedly when the volcanoes
in the Andes mountains let go re-
cently, it recalled Mt. Vesuvius to
the minds of most people.
Mt. Vesuvius is an object of great
interest, both for its historical rec-
ord and for what modern geological

The volcano rises from: the east-
ern margin of the Bay of Naples,
Italy, about seven miles to the
southeast of Naples. .

The height of the volcano has
varied from time to time as a re-
sult of various eruptions. It was
4275 feet in 1900, but after the
eruption of 1916 it was only 3,668
feet.

A far greater crater once occupied
the present site of Vesuvius in pre-
historic times. Its remnant is to Le
seen in a tall semi-circular cliff,
known as Monte Somma, which sur-
rounds the northern side of the

This cliff, which reaches a height
of 3,714 feet, descends in long slopes
to the plains. It was part of the
wall of the original crater.

Through the early days of his-
tory, Vesuvius was quiet, though the
Monte Somma is incontrovertible
evidence that the site had once
been the scene of terrific eruptions.

- ” =

Earthquakes First

HE awakening of Vesuvius was

heralded by a succession of
earthquakes which began in the year
63 A. D.

These continued for the next six-
teen years, doing much damage to
nearby villages and spreading great
consternation throughout the entire
district.

On Aug. 24, 79 A. D., the voleano
let go with a furious explosion.
Three towns—Herculaneum, at the
western base of the volcano, Pom-
peil, on the southeast side, and
Stabiae, still farther to the south,
were destroyed.

The material which issues from a
volcano may be of a varied char-
acter. Lava, which is molten rock,
may or may not be erupted.

Often- solid material—dust, ash,
cinders, and even large chunks of
rock—is hurled out.

Frequently there is much steam
and often a great stream of mud
which results from the mixture of

condensing steam

Herculaneum was buried under a
great flood of mud which hardened
into a crust over the doomed city.
The lava flows of subsequent erup-
tions laid down layers of rock upon
the crust of mud.

Pompeii, however, was buried un-
der dry volecanic ash. This accounts
for the remarkable state of preser-
vation in which Pompeii later was
found. :

A feature of the eruptions of 79
A. D. is that there seems to have
been no flow of lava.

After the eruption of 79, Vesuvius

are records of occasional eruptions
in 202, 472, 512, 685, 993, 1036, 1049
and 1139,

”

Second Great Explosion

N 1631 another series of earth-
| & quakes heralded additional trou-
ble. These increased in violence

Dec. 16, 1631, another great explo-
sion occurred.

This great explosion emptied the
crater of the volcano and is said to
have killed 18,000 people.

Since that time Vesuvius never
has been entirely quiet. At inter-
vals ranging from a few weeks to a
few years, eruptions have ranged in

character from clouds of steam to
streams of lava.
The years 1766, 1777, 1779, 1794,

1822, 1872, 1906, and 1929 were yveais
of special activity. The 1906 erup-
tion altered the appearance of the
volcano considerably, reducing the
height of the cone by a large
amount.

The observatosy for the study of
the volcano was established in 1844,
Its present director is Professor
Alessandro Malladra.

Professor Malladra has risked his
life many times in the study of the
volcano, on one occasion descend-
ing a distance of 1,200 feet into the
crater.

A wire rope railway up the vol-
cano, opened in 1880, carried visitors
to within 150 yards of the mouth
of the crater.

Professor Malladra keeps a con-
tinuous record of all changes in the ‘
volcano and it is hoped thus (5
establish methods for predicting the
volcano’s behavior as well as ad-
vance general knowledge upon the
subject.
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