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Boulder Dam—No. 1

BOULDER DAM
BOOM HEADACHE
FOR LASVEGAS

Desert City Awakens From
Dream of Quick Riches

as Rival Town Grows.
BY ARTHUR MOORE
Time* Staff Correspondent

LAS VEGAS, Nev., Jan. 15.—The
party is over for this desert city in
the heart of the Boulder dam coun-'
try.

The first flood of enthusf<in.
which accompanied the start oX
work on Boulder dam eight months
ago has ebbed and Las Vegas has
been left with its headache, a dan-
gerous labor situation and the prob-
lem of how to wrest from the proj-
ect some of the profits it had hoped
it would get.

Hope of employment brought
hundreds of men to the city. De-spair has left them apathetic.

The wind from mountains stings
through their tattered clothing, butthey find the gambling room warm.There a man can sit a comfortablehour playing keeno for a few cents,
or if he ha s five or ten dollars, hecan risk it at other games.

Radicalism Feared
If lucky, he sleeps in one of Las

Vegas’ “stag hotels.” Hfc can buy
good bootleg whisky for $2 a pint,
and along the highways for as little
as 50 cents. A licensed red light
district is in operation.

Moneyless, the drifter may seek
the empty shelter of brush lands
which close in about the town. But
Las Vegas police will drive him
either further into the desert or
back to the streets.

Officials fear radicalism. The
army of idle is kept moving by of-
ficers. I. W. W. organizers are in
the city. Their literature is seen
frequently thrust into torn pockets
or discarded in gutters. Every pre-
caution is taken both here and at
the dam site to sift out the “dan-
gerous” and “undesirable” from
both workers and jobless.

Working conditions at the dam
have been described as “like slav-
ery” in the radical press. Demands
have been made for senatorial in-
vestigation. Wages are claimed to
be contrary to the spriit of the pre-
vailing wage law.

Jealous of Boulder City
Las Vegas is attempting to care

for the idle and fighting for busi-
ness profits from the dam. A Red
Cross chapter will feed men who
are willing to work at clearing va-
cant lots, piling rubbish, cleaning
streets.

Streets are crowded not alone
with jobless. Tourists are many.
Stores are busy. Restaurants are
filled. Gambling houses prosper and
pay $12,000 yearly in city taxes.
Hotels are filled and new ones are
planned. It is when Las Vegas
looks across the desert to Boulder
City that the memory of the last
eight months becomes painful. g

To look upon the Six Companies
solely as the builders of Bouldeii
Dam is to overlook its importance!
in this desert land as the retailer oi
goods to its workers.

The company already sells groc-f
eries, clothing and personal neces-
sities to the workers. It runs its
own laundry, its own time-pay-
ment furniture stores—even spons-
ors its own poker game contrary
to Boulder Dam regulations as laid J
down by the government.

Next: Working Condtiions at
Dam.

Wreck Stops Water.
BRAZIL, Ind., Jan. 15.—A careen-

ing truck paralyzed Brazil’s water
system and left the city without fire
protection for more than six hours
Thursday. Homer Pershing, Indian-
apolis, driver of the truck, fell asleep
at the wheel. The machine crashed
against a fire hydrant, cracking a
main near the city pumping station.

OF OUR
- (v/BELL

H#PX„
A Made this suggestion—~

"Say, Mr. EfteJ, why don't you tefl
the folks about how we take cave
of them when they come here?"

I He saw from the Instde the spe-
cial care that ispartof our system.
For Instance, our mail service to

I J)- the rooms ... our public safety
campaign... our extrakitchen for
making many and more delicious

I dishes... our particular courtesy
I to ladies and children who stop
I here... and the many other serv-
I Ices in which we pride ourselves.

I Send for Bookletwith Downtown Mep
I Room with be*, S3JO,$4, S4JO,$5 end $6
f _ Room without beth, SUP
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Arthur L. Phillips, above, hus-
band of Clara Phillips, famous
“hammer murdere&s,” faces trial
in Los Angeles on a charge of
possessing a blackjack, a felony
under California laws.

A charge of assault with a dead-
ly weapon against him was dis-
missed.

INSURANCE MEN
TO MEET HERE

National Leaders on Bill of
Tuesday’s Program.

National leaders will speak at
sectional meetings of Indiana in-
surance day Jan. 19, in the Claypool,
Ralph L. Colby, general chairman,
announced today.

In addition to a speech by Vash
Young, author of “A Fortune to
Share,” styled the “million dollar
annual producer” of the Equitable
Life Assurance Society of New York,
a sales school will be conducted by
James Elton Bragg, New York, life
insurance training director of New
York university.

C. O. Ranson, Cleveland, vice-
president of the insurance board of
Cleveland and national councillor
for Ohio to the National Associa-
tion of Insurance Agents, will be
the headliner on the morning pro-
gram of the fire and casualty sec-
tion. C. E. Rickerd, Detroit, will
share this program.

In the afternoon session of this
division, John R. Dumont, New
York; John C. Kidd, Indiana in-
surance commissioner, and John E.
Lloyd of South Bend will speak.

At the annual banquet in the
evening, Claris Adams, Detroit,
vice-president of the American Life
Insurance Company, will preside.

EDISON DEAD, BUT HE
STILL GETS PATENTS

Government Bureau Approves Dia-
mond Tools’ Mounting.

b‘y Science Service
WASHINGTON, Jan. 15.—Edison

is dead, but the United States gov-
ernment still is awarding him pat-
ents for his inventions. The pat-
ent office just has issued a patent
to Thomas A. Edison for an appa-
ratus which electroplates nickel on
diamonds used in cutting and grind-
ing tools.

The diamond is the nardest known
substance and therefore is very ef-
ficient in grinding metals such as
steel. It is difficult to mount these
diamonds in suitable tools. Edi-
son’s invention overcomes this dif-
ficulty by providing a machine
which electroplates nickel on the
diamonds after which they can be
held rigidly in grinding tools. Edi-
son also proposed to mount dia-
monds in a similar manner for
phonograph needles.

The signature of Edison in his
well-known, firm and bold hand-
writing appears on the drawing of
the patent.

PAGE 7


