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HISTORY OF AIR
PIONEERS LIKE

FICTION STORY
Adventures, Hazards Rival

Those of Early Rail
Builders.

Bu Scrippg.Howard Jfewspaver Alliance
WASHINGTON, March 6. —Ad-

ventures and hardships encountered
by railroad builders of the past cen-
tury have nothing on the airway
builders of today.

Men of the airways division of
the department of commerce, who
build and tend light and radio bea-cons for the airways through theHbcky mountains, can furnish tales
as thrilling as any novel.

For instance, the story of Donner
Summit radio beacon, near the Cal-ifomia-Nevada line.

Material for this beacon had to
be hauled through blizzards by dog
team, with the wind blowing some-
times Seventy miles an hour, andthe snow drifting over the path.

Lighted by Beacons
Donner Summit is 7,135 feet above

the sea level, and is two and a hall
miles up the mountain side from the
nearest highway.

It is solid rock and holes had to
be blasted in the rock for the radio
masts.

Sometimes on Donner Pass the
wind blows seventy miles an hour,
the snow has been known to drift
fifty-eight feet deep and stays on
the ground seven months out of the
year.

Peaks around Donner Summit riseto 10,000 feet and airplanes flying
the Reno-San Francisco route mustgo over the top in bad weather.
But today they are guided by three
radio range beacons, as well as nu-numerous beacon lights.

Infested With Snakes
Almost as difficult as Donner

Summit were the radio stations at
Pleasant Valley, Nev., and Strevell,
Tda. The radio station and emer-gency landing field at Pleasant Val-
ley is sixty miles from the nearest
settlement, and all material for the
beacons and buildings had to be
hauled over snow-covered moun-
tain trails by truck.

Furthermore, the place is infested
with rattlesnakes, and even after thestations were completed the keepers
often found snakes in their houses.

Plans Polar Flight
Bu\Ea Service

LENINGRAD, March 6. Dr.
Hugo Eckener, famous Zeppelin
pilot, will command a trial flight
from this city to North Land on
the edge of the Arctic circle some
time in July, it has been announced.
It is understood that a crew of fifty
and a party of fifteen will be on
board the dirigible 127 C when it
makes the trip. Scientists and
aviation experts will study condi-
tions in the Arctic.

Mail Planes Fast
By SEA Service

WASHINGTON, March 6.—The
average speed of the United States
air mail planes last year was 122
miles an hour compared with 33
miles by train. Mail now is sent
by plane at four times the speed
of trains at just a little more cost.

Saturday Noon Is Closing
Hour in Times-Circle

‘Dracula’ Contest
Saturday at noon is the deadline

for rect’pt of drawings in The
Times-Circle theater “vampire”
drawing contest. The contest closes
at noon sharp and all drawings must
be in the hands of The Times “Dra-
cula” editor by that time or they will
not be considered.

Total cash prizes of SSO are of-
fered by The Times for the strang-
est or most unusual drawings of
“vampires.” Contestants were asked
to sketch just what <;heir idea of a
“vampire” happened to be. And
the results so far is the most weird
and unusual collections or drawings
ever gathered in one* place *>t one
time.

Someone once said that “there
is nothing new under the sun.” But
he didn’t say anything about the
moon or dark nights. And as “vam-
pires” live only at night—well, any-
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way a good many of the submitted
drawings show creatures that no
one connected with the editorial
staff of The. Times e’er saw or
heard about before.

This ©ontest was inspired by the
picture “Dracula,” which opens a
special engagement at the Circle
theater today. It is the strange
story of a “vampire” with a lot of
love affairs on his hands.
If you haven’t sent in your draw-

ing yet, hurry. Do it right now.
At tliis late hour you’d hotter bring
it in. Be sure that you do not fold
it. All drawings should be received
flat

Then watch The Times for the
winners and publication of the
strange of “vampires.”

Prize winners will be announced
just as soon as the judges get over
their first “fright” caused by a look
at the pile of “vampires.”

The longest air route in the world
at present, with a regular service
of planes, is from New York to
Buenos Aires, a distance of 5,880
miles.
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DEADLINE TIME FOR
VAMPIRES IS NEAR

WORLD-FAMED
CHINESE SHOP

‘CLOSING our
San Francisco Guides Are

Stunned by Toll of
Business Depression.

By United Erect
SAN FRANCISCO, March

Tourist guides wandered discon-
solately through narrow streets of
San Francisco’s quaint Chinatown
today, stunned by announcement

THE INDIANAPOLIS TIMES
that the most famous store in the
oriental quarter must close.

Tong Song, oldest merchant of
the section, started his “first and
last sale’’ in sixty-five years of
business at the Sing Fat Bazar.
Translated into English, Sing Fat
means "good luck and prosperity.”

In 1866, Tong came to San Fran-
cisco and started a little shop.

The shop was destroyed by the
earthquake and fire of 1900, but
Tong was the first Chinese to renew
business after the disaster, con-
structing a large building on the
main thoroughfare of Chinatown.

For easy
For many years, Tong rushed

from one customer to another,
traffic piled up on Grant avenue,
which is no wider than a country
lane, and the sidewalks were
jammed.
' Sing Fat Bazar was always a

favorite store among the guides.
Then came the business depres-

sion and Chinatown was the first to
suffer. For many months the
streets there have been almost de-
serted. The majority of Americans
going there have been residents of
San Francisco seeking inexpensive
novelties for household use.

The Chinese bowed to the inevit-
able, and for the first time plastered
their windows with posters adver-
tising “sales” and “half prices.’’

In vain they produced a street
carnival and recently tried to ex-
ploit their new year’s celebration.

Chinese merchants, their shoul-
ders drooping, sit idly on stools,
never complaining, but obviously
discouraged.

They admit one mistake. When
the crash came they invented many
new articles, some of which never
had been seen in China, in hopes
they would attract American cus-
tomers, and this costly merchandise,

such as rabbit fur bedroom slippers
still fills their windows.

Only a few have witnessed the
startling change in Chinatown and
Tong’s announcement that he must
close his business, which is known
to thousands of world travelers, will
astonish manw who expected his
son would cany it on indefinitely.

"Times have changed,’’ Tong said,
sadly. “No more ia business like it
was in the good old days.’’

Tong, who now is 84, 6aid he will
live with his daughter Helen, a stu-
dent in the medical school at the
University of California.

He will try to forget his failure
In business by playing with his
grandson, Hugh Tong, whose god-
father is Gouverneur Morris, the
novelist.

Traffic Club Dines
The Indianapolis Traffic Club

held a monthly dinner Thursday
night at the Lincoln. George
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St&yart of the foraign freight de-
partment of the Pensylvania rail-
road addressed the group.
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