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(TANAR OF PELLUCIDAR

By EDGAR RICE BURROUGHS

AUTHOR OF
“TARZAN OF THE APES”

CHAPTER THIRTY-FOUR
HO may say how long Tanar
lay unconscfous in the dark-

ness and sllence of that ’
dungeon in a timeless world? But
at length he stirred; slowly his eyes
opened. As consciousness returped,
he felt about him. The stone
flagging was bare. He sat up. He
was not dead and to his surprise he
discovered that he had suffered
neither pain nor swelling from the
strike of the serpent

He arose i
about the dungeon 1e  snakes
were gone. Sleep had restored his
mental equillbrium, but he
shuddered as he realized how close
he had been to ess, and he
smiled somewhat s!
he reflected upon the
needless terror.

For the first
Tanar and Pelluc
tood the meanir
As he paced

m
futility of his

life,
lar had under-
of the word fear.
slowly arcund his
t came in contact
on the floor in
which had not
e the snakes came.

in his

time

He stooped and felt cautiously with
his hand and found an iron bowl
fitted with a heavy cover. He lifted
the cover. Here was food, and with-
out questioning what it was or

whence it came, he ate

The deadly monotony of his in-
carceration dragged on. He exer-
cised; he ate; he slept. He never

" knew how the food was brought to
his cell, nor when, and after a
while he ceased to care

The snakes came usually while
he slept, but eince that first ex-
perience they no longer filled him
with horror 1 a dozen

repetitions of visit they not
only ceased t
came to look forw to their com-
Ing as a break in the deadly mo-
notony of his solitude.

He found that by stroking them
and talking to them in low tones
he could quiet their restless writh-
ing. And after repeated
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and moved cautiously |

OF course in the darkness he
~ould not differentiate one
snake from another, but always he

buried | Was airakened by the nose of one|

pounding gently upon his chest, and
when he took it in his hands and
stroked it, it made no eflort to
escape; nor ever again did one of
them strike him with its fangs
after that first orgy of madness,
during which he had thought and
hoped that the reptiles were
vVenomous.

It took him 2 long time to find
the opening through which the rep-
tiles found ingress his cell, .ut

Lo

at length, after diligent search, he

discovered an aperture about eignt
inches in diameter, some three feet
above the floor. He inserted his

lhand in the opening and feeling

mefacedly, as|

oy him but he|

recur- |

rences of their visits he was confi- |

dent that one of them had become
almost- a pet.

around discovered that the wall at
this point was about a foot In
thickness, and when he inserted his
arm to the shoulder he could feel
nothing in zuy direction beyond the
wall.

Perhaps there was another cham-
ber there-—another cell like his—or
possibly the aperture opened into a
deep pit that was filled with snakes.
He thought of many explanations,
and the more he thought the more
anxious he became to solve the rid-
dle of the mysterious space beyond
his celk

Thus did his mind occupy itself
witk trivial things, and the loneli-
ness and the darkness and the si-
lence exaggerated the importance
of the matter beyond all reason
until it became an obsession with
him. During all his waking hours
he thought about that hole in the
wall and what lay beyond in the
Styglan darkness which his eyes
could not penetrate.

He questioned the snake that
rapped upon his chest, but it did
not aswer him, and then he went
to the hole in the wall and asked
the hole.

And he was on the point of ‘e-

coming angry when it did not reply, |

when his mind suddenly caught it-
self and with a shudder he turned
away, realizing that i['s way led

to madness and that he must, above |

all else, remain master of his mind.
But still he did not abandon his

| ‘Boots’ Doll Cut-Outs

speculation; only now he conduct-
ed it wih reason and sanity, and
{at last he hit upon a shrewd plan.
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"np{zN next his food was
| brought and he had devoured
it, he took the iron cover from the

iron pot, which had contained it,
and hurled it to the stone flagging
of his cell, where it broke into sev-
eral pieces.

| One of these was long and slender
|and had a sharp point, which was
{what he had hoped he would find
(in the debris of the broken cover.
This piece he kept; the others he
| put into the pot and then he went
{to the aperture in the wall and
commenced to scratch, slowly, slow-
{ly, slowly at the hard mortar in
| which the stones around the hole
were set.

He ate and slept many times be-
fore his labor was rewarded by the
| loosening of a single stone next to
{the hole. And again he ate and
| slept many times before a second |
| stone was removed.
| How long he worked at this he
| did not know, but the time passed
| more quickly now and his mind was |
| 50 engrossed with his labors that |
| he was almost happy.
| He wished that he knew how the
{ food was brought to his cell, that he
imlght know if theére was danger
| that those who brought it could
| hear him scraping at the mortar in
| the wall, but as he never heard the
| food brought, he hoped that those

who brought it could not hear him
land he was quite sure that they
| could not see him.
| And so he worked on unceasingly
| until at last he had scratched away
| an opening large enough to admit
| his body, and then for a long time
| he sat before it, waiting, seeking to
| assure himself that he was master
{of his mind. In this eternal night
{of solitude that had been his
| existence for how long he could not
| even guess, he realized that this ad-
| venture which he was facing had
|assumed such momentous pro-
| portions that once more he felt
himsel? upon the brink of madness.

| And now he wanted to make sure
|that, no matter what lay beyond
| that aperture, he could meet it with
[calm nerves and a serene and sane
{mind. He could not help but
|realize that keen disappointment
{ might be lying in wait for him,
| since during all the long periods of
his scratching and scraping he had
realized that a hope of escape was
the foundation of the desire that
prompted him to prosecute the
work.

And though he expected to be
disappointed, he knew how ecruel
would be the blow when it fell

(To Be Continued)
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'BIG GAME IS EXPENSIVE

| Elephant Hunting License May Cost
Sportsman ' $250.
| By Science Service

LONDON, Feb. 23.—The sports-
(man with an appetite for the big-
|gest of all big game, the Africzn
elephant, must now pay a pretty
| Stiff fee for the privilege of shoot-
|ing one,

In Tanganyika territory the H-
| cense for killing an elephant costs
$230. In Uganda, between Lake Vie-
toria and Lake Albert, the license
costs considerably less; $50 for the
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| INERIEILTM 1S to tides. y let no unusual occurrence or circumstance g0 trils. Impossible though it seemed, the naked
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1 RE-APPEAR WITH A
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CALM BRAIN !

AFTER A DOUBLE SPINE STARTS

DECK MEAL!
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OUT OUR WAY '
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LOOW THERE,
MA o TWENY
GAaVE ME, A
RAISE AND
™M MAKIN MORE
A DAD,Now,
THNIW OF 1T~
JUST A KiD VET,
AUD 1M MAKIN'
MORE MONEN
“Thay MY FATUER
EVER MADE.
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WHY MOTHERS GET GRAY

REQ. U 8 PAT. OFF.

TRWLUAMS,
v
® Tsa1 oY NEaA sERVICE, BC.

FRECKLES AND HIS FRIENDS

7

T GReAT T neveR )
SAN A BUNCK OF
BOYS woRK TEETHER

N THIS AWSELE

WASHINGTON TUBBS 11

{ HERE IS THE SECRET OF PROF.

HE “INUENTION®
\TSELF DID NOT
EXPLODE THE BOMBS.

OR DID THE BOMBS :
CONTAM T.N.T, AS THE :
PROFESSOR. CLAIMED,

WEN GIVING A DEMONSTRATION, MLOPPY

TS SOLE ABILITY HEN WERE FILLED WITH ALWANS PLACED HIS BOMBS I\ WATER.
WAS TO BUZZ SODIUM, AND TINY HOLES
AND PRODUCE SPARKS WERE BORED TuRY THEIR SOME OF THE WATER THEN SEEPED THRU T™E
IN AN IMPRESSNE METAL COVERS, HOLES, AND CAME (N CONTACT WITH THE
MANNE SODIUM. AS EVEN BEGINNERS 1N CHEMISTRY
\ KNOW, AN EXPLOSION WAS BOUND To 0CCUR, &)

SALESMAN SAM

—By Blosser

RIGUT IN THIS SPoT
UNTIL T 60 AFTER
Y MOTORCYCOLE ...

[WNO 15 JILO!

!Pl.l WS REAL NAME KWVOLS&
HE 1S BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN THE PARTNEROF A | §
CERTAIN GIOVANN] ULIVI, WHO CAME SO NEAR
WORKING THE SAME SWINDLE ON ITALY SHORTLY
&EFCDG%ﬁ THE WORLD WAR, ULIVI WAS LATER CAUGHT|

| EARS PASSED BEFORE JILOPPY AGAIN DARED
TO ATTEMPT WIS ALMOST PERFECT SWINDLE.

€ WENT T IDIA, AND MET WITH INSTANT SUCCESS,

BUT 1T LATER PROVED HIS UNDOING, THE EN-
RAGED HINDOOS SPOILED HIS GAME I CHINA, AND
PURSUVED HIM RELENTLESSJ.;{ WENT!
U. 3. PAT. OFF:

WHERENER HE
STA STRVICE, INC.

—By Small
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