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'Car Seen at Curb Moment
Before Case Proprietor

Shot Down Bandit.

VICTIM IS IDENTIFIED
I

Stepfather Gives Name of
Robber to Police and

Tells History.
A woman may have accoinpanied

Harry Rapp, 35, the bandit shot to
death in a hold-up Thursday night
and not identified until today, ac-
cording to a theory being ivesti-
gated by police. They learned that
Rapp owned a Chevrolet sedan and

Sthe car has not been found.
Wallace Sims, 731 Terrace Ave.,

Butler University student, reported
that he passed the scene of the
shooting shortly before it occurred
and saw a Chevrolet sedan, with
the window glass in the rear bro-
ken, parked at the curb. A man
and a woman were in the front
seat.

Police believe that the woman
may have been waiting for Rapp
and fled with the car when the
shots were fired.

Rapp was brought down with a
shotgun by George O. McCammon.
42, after he had held up McCam-
mon’s restaurant, 1934 Prospect St.
McCammon was booked on a tech-
nical charge of manslaughter,
awaiting final report on the case
from Coroner C. H. Keever.

Body Is Identified
Jacob Wyttenbach of 1306 N. Ox-

ford St., was the first to identify the
bandit's body at city morgue today.
He said the man was his step-son
and lived at 127 N. Noble St., but
that was denied by Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Johnson of that address.

He had not lived with Wyttenbach
since the death of Mrs. Myttenbach,
the dead bandit’s mother, about a
year ago.

Police learned that he was a
World War veteran and twice mar-
ried. His first wife, Inez, from
whom he was divorced four years
ago, lives at 340 Shelby St.

The other wife, according to Mrs.
Johnson, who knew the Rapp family
since they lived next door many
years ago, is in Florence, Kan.,
where she was married to Rapp.

Returned to Settle Estate
He had returned here from Denver

and Kansas to settle and estate of
his grandmother, Mrs. Syerdam
Rapp, Shelbyville, Ind., police
learned.

Wyttenbach, who Is in the steam
service department of the Indian-
apblis Power and Light Company,
said that Rapp asked to borrow $5
from him a few weeks ago. Later,
Fred Hier, who runs a hotel at 14
S. New Jersey St., told Wytten-
bach that Rapp had been there with
a big roll of bills.

It was this story and the descrip-
tion of the unidentified bandit that
caused the stepfather to go to the
morgue this morning, he said.

Congratulate McCammon
Police congratulated McCammon

when they were called to investigate
the case Thursday night. The ban-
dit is the third killed in two weeks,
they said. One other remained un-
identified for some time.

McCammon was standing at the
cash register in his restaurant at
the Prospect St. address when the
bandit entered, at about 10:30 p. m.
There were two customers, whom
McCammon knew, in the place at
the time. Asked what he wanted,
the bandit said, “Only a drink of
water.’’

He drank it and went out, but
returned again near midnight Mc-
Cammon then was counting the
day’s receipts and preparing to re-
tire. His wife was by his side. All
customers had gone. The bandit
approached drew a gun and de-
manded he throw up his hands.

He was but a foot or two from
Mrs. McCammon, but she stepped
back through a rear door, where
their 9-year-old son, James, was in
bed asleep. His mother aroused
him and put him into a corner to
shield him from possible gun-fire.

Ordered Into Back Room

The bandit ordered McCammon
into the hack room and said:

“Don’t you dare leave by the back
door, either.”

He then rifled the register, tak-
ing $23 and a check. The money
and check were in his pocket.

This done, he refused to leave,
but started for the back room, gun
in hand. McCammon heard him
coming. He reached for an auto-
matic shotgun. The bandit opened
the door and McCammon fired first.

One shot went wild. He fired
again. It struck the bandits gun
arm and blew the handle off the
pistol, wounding him severly. He
turned and fled.

While McCammon stood trem-
bling from this encounter, the ban-
dit returned. Thinking he had a
confederate outside, who had in-
sisted that he return and kill the
McCammons, the restaurant pro-
prietor fired again. The shot struck
the bandit full force on the head,
Chest and neck. He staggered
through the doorway and fell dead
oo the sidewalk.

By United Press
WASHINGTON, April 13.—The

Government today concluded its
conspiracy case against Harry F.
Sinclair, lessee of Teapot Dome, ex-
cept for two important bits of evi-
dence on which rulings will be an-
nounced Monday.

“The Government rests,” Owen J.
Roberts, chief Government prose-
cutor, told the court and jury. The
trial was in its fifth day. It took
one day to pick the jury and a
little more than three days to pre-
sent the Government’s case.

After the Sinclair case adjourned,
Justice Bailey dismissed the bribery
charge against E. L. Doheny, Jr.
This will enable him to testify
Monday if the judge decides his
testimony is admissible.

The judge, while nolle prossing
the bribery indictment of young Do-
heny, left it still in effect against
the elder Doheny, on motion of the
Government. Prosecutor Roberts
made the motion without explana-

U. S. CASE RESTED
IN SINCLAIR TRIAL

tion and the judge immediately
granted it.

Doheny is wanted to show a state
of Fall’s mind, as evidenced in his
receipt of oil money before as well
as after he leased the Teapot Dome
reserve to Sinclair and the Elk
Hills, Cal., reserve to the elder
Doheny. Both leases were executed
in April, 1922.

By Science Scrcice

WASHINGTON, April 13.
Operating on the brain of a

sportive seven-foot long Dolphin
is no job for an amateur, but
Drs. O. R. Laneworthy and Ernest
Huber of the Johns Hopkins med-
ical school wanted first hand in-
formations about certain reactions
of live Dolphins.

So they journeyed down to a
porpoise fishery at Cape Hatteras,

WIZARD EVANS
IS TARGET AT
KLUXERTRIAL

Head of Klan Is Surprise
Witness at Hearing in

Pittsburgh.

DENIES ALL CHARGES

Admits He Was at Carnegie
During Riot and Might

Have Stopped It.
Bit United Press

PITTSBURGH, Pa.. April 13.
Hiram W. Evans, imperial wizard of
the Ku-Klux Klan, faced a gruell-
ing cross-examination in Federal
Court today in the suit of the Klan
against five “rebel” members.

The cross-questioning was done
by Van A. Barrickman, of the de-
fendants and counsel in the trial
in which the Klan is seeking dam-
ages and a restraining injunction.

Evans was called by B. H. Con-
naughton, Klan counsel, as a sur-
prise witness of the day, when the
Klan resumed its rebuttal testimony.

Enters Blanket Denial
Connaughton endeavored to use

Evans as a direct rebuttal witness
against all the derogatory testimony
which the defendants had used
against the Klan.

The imperial wizard entered a
blanket denial to every charge of
unlawfulness, including murder,
floggings, burnings at the stake,
beribings and rioting.

Barrickman fought hard with the
witness under cross-examination.

The pointed feature of the Evans’
testimony was his answer to Bar-
rickman’s question. “Dr. Evans, you
were at Carnegie, Pa., Aug. 25. 1923,
and could have stopped the parade
that resulted in murder, riot and*
blo^^shed?”

“Oh, I suppose I could have,”
Evans replied.

Denies Tar Parties
The imperial wizard denied that

men were ever burned, flogged or
tarred and feathered by the Klan.
He further stated the organization
would not tolerate such action.

Evans continued his denial of
every statement previously made by
defense witnesses that a band of
riders existed within the Klan. He
refuted the statements that an
organization of that nature took
part in any official acts of the Klan.

“Were you at Buckeye Lake, Ohio,
when the,Klan held a meeting
there?”

“I was,” replied Evans.
“Did you not shake hands with

the leader of this gang of murder-
ing night riders as he approached
you on the speakers’ platform?”
“I did,” was Evans answer.
Then he continued: “They of-

fered me their services, but I re-
fused to have anything to do with
them.”

Then Barrickman began his cross-
examination in earnest.

“Are you not the head of a mili-
tary organization of which you are
the commander in chief?”

“No, I am not, but I am the head
of a patriotic organization that is
military in nature,” came from
Evans.

Evans’ memory did not serve him !
well on several points brought be-
fore him by Barrickman, to which
Barrickman remarked: “You have a
rather convenient memory, Dr.
Evans.”

Scoffs at Charge
Barrickman then wanted to know

If Evans ever made a speech where
he stated that if the Klan did not
take things in hand, the pope
“would be over here running things.”

“Emphatically no,” said Evans.
The cross-examination of the im-

perial wizard was over when Judge
W. S. Thomson objected to further
delay in the case.

Then very dramatically Evans
asked the judge if he could make
a statement. The court refused the
request and Evans left the stand as
Barrickman remarked, “That man
makes too many statements for the
good of the country.”

SIGN MINE WAGE PACT
Eleven Illinois Coal Operators Agree

on Jacksonville Scale.
By United Press

WEST FRANKFORT, HI., April
13.—Eleven coal companies in the
southern Illinois fields, operating a
total of more than a score of mines,
have signed the Jacksonville wage
agreement.

Most mines in the State closed
April 1, when operators and miners
were unable to agree on a wage
scale.

Hourly Temperatures
6 a. m.... 45 10 a. m.... 51
7 a. m.... 46 11 a. m.... 52
8 a. m.... 48 12 (noon).. 53
9 a. m.... 50 gg ••••ur and i

N. C., and performed the first op-
eration ever made on the brain of
a sea going mammal, it was re-
ported to the American Society of
Mammalogists meeting here to-
day.

The squirming Dolphin was tied
with ropes and a man sat on his
back while a cone of ether was
held over the blowhole through
which the porpoise breathes.

AL SMITH GOES
SOUTHJO REST

Cheering Throng Welcomes
Him to Carolina.

By United Press
ASHEVILLE. N. C„ April 13-

Governor A1 Smith of New York
and several friends, arrived here at
10:10 a. m. for his first vacation In
Dixie.

Smith stepped from the train at
the Biltmore station. Police lines
were broken when the New York
Governor, waving his hand cordially
to the crowd, started toward the
automobile which took him to the
Biltmore Country Club.

“Hello, Al. Welcome to North
Carolina,” the throng shouted.

Smith finally struggled through
it, after shaking hands with several
hundred admirers.

It was estimated that 8,000 were
at the station.

WASHINGTON, April 13,-Sena-
tor Heflin, Democrat, Alabama,
charged in a speech before the Sen-
ate today that “the Al Smith cam-
paign fund is the most corrupt ever
used in a presidential race.”

“Large amounts of money have
been used secretively and insidiously
in Oklahoma and lowa.” Heflin
charged “This Smith crowd can
give them all lessons in hiding cam-
paign expenditures. “ I want to see
Senator Borah get action on his
resolution to investigate presidential
primary campaign funds. I want to
get the Smith crowd here to testify
about their expenses.

“I want to get Jimmy Walker first.
He is the slickest eel in the porid.”

KENDALLVILLE EDITOR
IN RACE AGAINST WILL

W. L. Holcomb’s Late Withdrawal
Held Uneffective.

Walter L. Holcomb, Kendallville
editor-printer, may be a candidate
for the Democratic nomination
for State Representative from Noble
County against his will.

Notification of his withdrawal
from the race was received today
by H. B. Gray, deputy Secretary of
State.

The withdrawal was mailed at
7:30 p. m. Thursday but was not
received until this morning and
Gray holds that the law reads that
the notification must have been
filed in the Secretary of State’s
office before midnight Thursday.

Opinion of Attorney General
Arthur L. Gilliom will be asked.

REED CHARGES CABINET
MADE TOOL OF POLITICS

Missouri Senator Accuses Hays and
Sinclair at South Bend.

By United Press
SOUTH BEND, Ind., April 13.

Will Hays and Harry F. Sinclair
used President Coolidge’s Cabinet
“as a fence to unload the Liberty
bonds gathered to pay off the Re-
publican committee debts of 1920
and 1924," Senator James A. Reed
of Missouri charged In an address
Thursday night.

Reed declared the holding of the
Secretary of the Treasury office by
Andrew W. Mellon was “criminal,”
and blamed Mellon and the bank-
ing house of Morgan for precipi-
tating the debt cancellation ideas
in England, France and Italy.

“American bankers planted Mel-
lon In the Treasury to help settle
the foreign debt at less than 50
cents on the dollar,” Reed said.

D ELAY SALESMA NTRIAL
Continue Case of Chicagoan Charged

With Attacking Girl.
Trial of Edward P. Rucker, 49, of

Chicago, charged with assault and
battery on a Better Business Bureau
investigator when she answered his
advertisement for girls to sell an
encyclopedia, was continued until
Tuesday today by Municipal Judge
Paul C. Wetter.

Better Business Bureau officials
also charged that Rucker advertised
he would pay agents a straight sal-
ary for selling the books, but oered
the monly a commission when they
appeared. He was giving fifteen
girls sales Instructions when ar-
rested in a downtown hotel.
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Killed Bandit to Defend Wife, Child

SALLOWS STAY
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SALLOWS STAY
FOR GANG CZAR

Birger, Doomed to Noose,
Faces Sanity Test.

Bn United I’rcss
BENTON. 111., April 13.—Charlie

Birger, southern Illinois gang lord,
has escaped, for four days at least,
the gallows, on which he was to have
been hanged this morning.

The Franklin County Circuit
Court last night granted a four-day
stay of execution to permit a hear-
ing on Birger’s sanity.

Birger’s attorneys said If the
court found Birger sane, there still
would remain a chance of appeal
from the decision.

Final preparations had been made
by Sheriff Ben Pritchard for Birger’s
execution, which was to have been
the last hanging in Illinois. A re-
cent law provides electrocution as
the death penalty.

The condemned gangster wit-
nessed the final preparations of the
gallows from the window of his
death cell.

“I wish I had a gallon of ‘soup’
(nitro-glycerin), to take you all to
hell with me,” he shouted at the
workmen.

MBS. COOWE BACK
Returns to White House;

No Hope for Mother. .

By United Press
WASHINGTON, April 13.—Mrs.

Coolidge returned today from
Northhampton, Mass., where for
three weeks she was at the bed-
side of her aged mother, Mrs.
Lemira Goodhue, critically ill from
pneumonia complications.

Mrs. Coolidge’s return does not
indicate improvement in her
mother’s condition, it was said at
the House. While Mrs. Good-
hue was benefited noticeably by her
daughter’s presence, her condition
still is extremely grave, and hope
of her recovery has been abandoned.

RIDES ICE TO DEATH
Unidentified Man Waves as He Goes

Over Niagara Falls.
By United Press

NIAGARA FALLS, April 13.
waving his hat in farewell to the
crew of a trolley car on the
Canadianside of the Niagara River
today an unidentified man rode to
his death over the Horseshoe Falls
on a cake of ice. The men who wit-
nessed the suicide, T. Moyer and A.
Mannette, of Niagara Falls, Ont.,
said the man wore a dark gray suit.

They said they could see him be-
ing carried rapidly toward his death
and just as he reached the brink of
the falls, he waved his hat In care-
less fashion. Both responded by
waving their hands to him as he
went to his death.

Mr. and Mrs. George O. McCammon and their lunch room at 1943
Prospect St., where McCammon killed a bandit who had robbed the
cash register and was advancing with drawn gun into the McCammon
living quarters in the rear, Thursday night. Mrs. McCammonand their
son James. 9, were huddled in a comer of the living room to avoid flying
bullets. McCammon wept over the shooting, declaring he took the
bandit’s life only because he thought the invader meant to harm his

loved ones.

FARM AID BILL IS
PUT UP TO HOUSE

Measure Goes to House for
Action Within Week or

Ten Days.
BY PAUL R. MALLON

United Press Staff Correspondent

WASHINGTON, April 13.—The
McNary-Haugen farm bill was sent
to the House to£ay with notice from
the Senate that it probably could
be passed there over a presidential
veto if that contingency arose.

By 53 to 23—three votes more
than the two-thirds necessary to
pass over a veto—the Senate late
yesterday adopted the measure pro-
posing to establish a $400,000,000 re-
volving fund by which farmers
could withhold their surpluses from
the market under the equalization
fee system.

The Senate’s action was taken
in the face of what is regarded as
certain veto of the measure by
President Coolidge.

As finally adopted the biff pro-
vides:

Establishment of a farm board
of thirteen members to watch the
production of and demand for
agricultural products. The board
members, selected by the President
with the advice and consent of the
Senate, would receive SIO,OOO a
year each.

The roll call was as follows:
FOR THE BILL

Republicans (24)
Blaine Goodin* Oddie
Brook hart Jones Pine
Capper La Follette Rob'son (Ind.)
Cou7.ens McMaster Sackett
Curtis McNary ScballCutting: Norbeck Vandenber*Dencen Norris Waterman
Frazier Nye Watson

Democrats (28)
Ashurst Hawes Sheppard
Barkley Hayden Simmons
Black ■ Heflin Smith
Broussard Kendrick Steek
Caraway McKellar Stephens
Copeland Mayfield Thomas
Dill Overman Tyson
Fletcher Pittman Warner
Harris Ransdeil Wheeler
Harrison

Farmer-Labor (1) —Shipstead.
Total, 53.

AGAINST THE BILL
Republicans (14)

Bingrham Greene Phipps
Borah Hale Reed (Penn.)
Dale Keyes Shortrid*c
Fess Metcalf Warren
Goff Moses

Democrats (9)
Bayard Edwards Swanson
R lease Gerry Walsh (Mass.)
Bruce Glass Tydings

Total, 23.

Peek-a-BGo!
By Times Special

LIBERTY, Ind., April 13.
Mrs. Martha Jones peeked
through a hole in a door made
by a 22-caliber buffet her hus-
band, William E. Jones, fired
at his first wife and saw him
kissing another woman, was
part of the evidence offered in
their divorce suit here. Spe-
cial Judge Gates Ketchum s
withholding decision in the
case. Jones has been married
three times.

DRUGSTORE HELD UP
Two Bandits Force Clerk to

Open Safe.
Two bandits obtained an unde-

termined amount of loot in a hold-
up at the C. M. Josse drug store,
2202 Madison Ave., this morning.

T. W. Hollenbeck, Spencer Hotel,
clerk, was alone in the store'when
the two bandits, about 30, covered
him with revolvers.

They took 50 cents from the cash
register and sl4 from Hollenbeck
and forced him to the back room,
where they took the cash drawer
from the open safe. One of the
bandits held the clerk there while
the other drove their automobile
up to the door of the store.

Josse could not be reached to
leam the amount taken from his
safe.

Entered as Second-Class Matter
at I’ostofflce, Indianapolis

Yep, GoFishing
By United Press

WASHINGTON, April 13.
Postmaster General New today
granted the request of Post-
master Elmer S. Byers of Mar-
lon, Wis., for the day off on
May 1, when the trout season
opens in that State.

“I can not deny any man the
privilege of going fishing if he
enjoys the sport as much as I
do,” New wrote in reply to a
letter from Byers.

New indicated he might some
day join Byers in a fishing ex-
pedition.

SCIENTISTS OPERATE ON BRAIN OF HUGE FISH
Some difficulty was experienced

in administering the anesthetic
on account of the complicated
structure of the blowhole which
can be kept shut for considerable
periods during under water diving.

The operation did not reveal
many points which the scientsts
were anxious to clear up, but it
was a huge success as far as the
local schools were concerned.

Teachers declared a holiday
and brought their pupils, while
other interestd spectators crowded
so close as to put the can of ether
in grave jeopardy with their

cigaret ashes.
Dr. Langworthy performed the

operation while Dr. Huber made
observations on the muscles of the
blowhole, one of the most highly
specialized structures known in
mammals.

TWO CENTS Outside Murion
County 3 Cent*

REPORTS OF SIGHTING PUNE
OFF ATLANTIC COAST REVIVE
HOPE FOR GERMANS’ SAFETY

Machine Thought to Be Bremen Flying High
600 Miles From New York, Radio

From Ship Captain Says.

SKY CLCfUDLESS; VISIBILITY GOOD

If Rumors Prove True, Aviators ShouldReach
New Yorkby 4:30 ThisAfternoon;

Welcome Plans Made.
Bu United Press

KINGSPORT, N. S., April 13.—Captain Moorehouse of
the Canadian government steamer Arras reported today
that he had sighted an airplane which he believed to be the
Bremen, flying over Kingsport at 10:30 a. m., Atlantic
standard time (9 a. m. Eastern standard time.)

~byYiaurice~mermey
United Press Uff Correspondent

NEW YORK, April 13.—A Nation that waited anxiously for
the German airplane Bremen to touch American soil had re-
ceived no definite word concerning its fate up till noon today
—thirty-five and a half hours after it left Dublin.

Fast waning hopes were partially revived by a report tlffit
Captain Moorehouse of the Canadian government steamer

Arras, and other persons, had seen a plane believed to be the
Bremen over Kingsport, Nova Scotia, some 600 miles from New

York.
Several residents of Brock tson, Mass., sighted an airplane,

flying exceptionally high at 12:55 p. m. today, according to a
report received by the Brockton Enterprise. The plane, de-
scribed as “a mere speck in the sky,” was reported traveling in
a southwesterly direction.

Favorable flying weather pre-1
vailed along the New England i
coast today. It was clear, calm
and rather warm. A light west
wind. Visibility is excellent.

Captain Moorehouse said the
plane was flying so high that he
could not distinguish its markings j
but that he could hear its motor!
distinctly and he believed he saw
several persons on board.

The Commercial Cable Company
at 12:30 p. m. today ieceivcd a re-
port from Its station at Canso, N. S.,
saying that a report had been
received there to the effect that the
Bremen had passed over Mines
Basin at 11:55 a. m.

If the report were true—and
there was little belief in it—then j
Capt. Herman Koehl, Baron Ehren-
fried Von Huenefeld and Col. aames
E. Fitzmaurice, Commandant cf the
Irish Free State air force, had done
what never before had been accom-
plished—a flight in a heavier than
air machine from the eastern to
the western hemisphere across the
Atlantic ocean and its terrific head j
winds.

On the basis of the Kingsport
report the Junkers plane should
arrive at Mitchel Field, L. 1., about
4:30 p. m. (Eastern Standard Time).

An entirely unconfirmed radio re-
port, intercepted by the coast guard
radio station at Nahant, Mass., this j
morning, said that a plane believed j
to be the Bremen, was sighted “off
Newfoundland” at 5:30 a. m. East-
ern Standard Time today.

According to the Nahant station,
the message was sent from a ship
at sea.

Word from the Boston Navy
Yard was that the same message
had been intercepted there but
naval officials also appeared to place
little faith in it.

Gales Sweep Newfoundland
There was a report at 8:30 p. m.

Thursday that an airplane had been
heard in the vicinity of Shoal Har-
bor, Trinity Bay, Newfoundland.

The watchers said they did not
see the plane because of overcast
skies. It was considered most im-
probable this could have been the
Bremen for it would have put the
plane across the Atlantic at least
four hours ahead of a schedule it
could not have maintained because
of head winds In mid-Atlantic.

If the two Germans and the
laughing Irishman held to their
pre-arranged schedule of following
the Great Circle course, they should
have touched Newfoundland about
midnight.

But at 6 a. m. they had not been
sighted.

There was a possibility that the
fliers were thrown off their course
by adverse winds.

Southeasterly gales accompanied
by rain have swept the Newfound-
land coast since early morning. A
fog made visibility poor.

Failure to sight the plane over
Newfoundland or over the Atlantic,
where more than a score of ships
were traveling the Great Circle
route, did not mean that the trans-
Atlantic venture has ended in the
tragedy which marked three other
flights and sent five men and two
women to tneir graves.

One course Captain Koehl con-
sidered, if head winds buffeted the
Bremen over the Atlantic, would
have taken the plane 250 miles off
the Newfoundland coast.

If this course was followed, it was
unlikely the plane would be seen or
heard from until it was well down
the United States coast sometime
this morning or early afternoon.

The plane carried 660 gallons of
gasoline, enough to keep it aloft
for forty-five hours.

Should the Bremen be forced

- f of Flight
Bit United Press

,
_

2:20 a. m., March 26—Eremen
left Berlin for Dublin.

11:40 a. m., March 26—Bremen
arrived at Dublin.

12:38 a. m., E. S. TANARUS., Thursday—
Bremen left Baldonnel airdrome
Dublin, for “Mitchel Field, L. I„ or
Heaven.”

2:05 a. m„ E. S. TANARUS„ Thursday-
Passed over western Irish coast.

8:30 p. m., E. S. TANARUS., Thursday—
Watchers at Shoal Harbor, Trinity
Bay, off Newfoundland, reported
hearing airplane motor. (Consid-
ered highly unlikely this could have
been the Bremen.)

12:38 a. m., Friday—Bremen due
over Newfoundland. Provided 36
hour flight schedule for Dublin,
New York maintained.

12:38 p. m., Friday—Bremen due
at Mitchel Field, L. I. Provided
36 hour schedule maintained.

4:30 p. m., Friday—Bremen due at
Mitchel field if rumors of plane
passing over Nova Scotia prove true.

down at sea, the one hope is that
it would land near a vessel—just
as the American Girl, carrying Ruth
Elder and Captain George Halde-
man, did last summer near the
Azores.

There were possibly 200 ships
scattered over the Great Circle
course.

Among these were the Majestic,
the Mauretania, the Albert Baffin,
Cleveland, Veendam, Cedric, Min-
newaska, Muenchen, Stockholm and
Laurentic.

On board each a careful watch
was being made for a sight of the
airplane.

Experts believed the three flyers
were risking their lives in a hope-
less gamble. It was recalled that
in the last year seven persons lost
their lives in a challenge of the
westward course. Koehl and
Huenfeld had to turn back once last
summer.

Even in Germany there was
criticism. Only one newspaper
failed to criticise the attempt as al-
most foolhardy.

Knew They Tempted Fate
The fliers themselves realized

they were tempting the fates. Fitz-
maurice and Koehl, both Catholics,
went to confession before the take-
off.

Then Fitzmaurice left this mes-
sage:

“I hope that my presence in the
Bremen’s crew will bring honor to
Ireland and act as stimulus to Irish ‘
aviation. God willing, we shall
reach New York and claim the con-
quest of the western crossing of the
Atlantic by air.”

Von Huenfeld left this message
to the Irish people:

“May God. into whose omnipo-
tent hand we place the success of
our enterprise, fulfill for this island
and its people, with their inspiring
history, our grateful prayer for their
happy future.”

Welcome Is Prepared
MITCHEL FIELD. L. 1., April 13.

—A welcoming convoy of airplanes,
including the only Junkers plane in
America, was wheeled out on Mitch-
el Field today prepared to take-off
to meet the German plane, Bremen,
should it safely complete its flight.

The Junkers plane will carry
Fraulein Herta Junkers, daughter of
Hugo Junker, the builder of the
Bremen, when and If It starts on Its
welcoming mission. Fred Melchoir
will serve as co-pilot with Fraulein
Junker.


