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“Give Light and the People Will Find Their Own Way.”—Dante.

Brand Destroys Somebody
Representative Charles Brand, Ohio, Repub-

lican (pro-Willis), arose in the House yester-
day to destroy Herbert Hoover. The destruction
ay as to be accomplished by a speech entitled,
‘“Mr. Hoover, the Supreme Opponent of Agri-
culture. ” It had been well-advertised and the
galleries were filled.

For ten years, said the Congressman, Hoover
had been the enemy of the farmer. He himself
had been in the thick of the fight for the last
five years, he said, and he knew whereof he
spoke.

Representative Theodore Burton, Ohio, Re-
publican (pro-Hoover), replied to the speech. In
the course of his reply lie produced a letter.
The letter read:

“You have thn ideas that will put agri-
culture on its feet, and you have the confidence
of the producers of the country of all kinds
that would make your leadership easy. Al-
though some of my friends have suggested my
name to the President as Secretary of Agri-
culture, I am inclined to go to the President
and urge your appointment. I don’t know any-
one who fits the plaee as well as you.”

That letter was written three years ago—-
by Representative Charles Brand—to Herbert
Hoover.

Taking Things As They Are
‘'l don't become incensed,” said the secretary of

the treasury. ‘‘l take things in this world as they are,
and act according to my conscience.”

It had occurred to Senator Walsh that the peculiar
proposition put to Mellon in 1923 by Will H. Hays
might have irritated Mellon, Walsh remembered that
James A. Patten, the Chicago grain gambler, had
been incensed when a similar suggestion was made
to him by Hays.

He thought apparently that what would incease
Patten surely would incense Pittsburgh’s leading
banker, to say nothing of Pennsylvania’s richest citi-
zen, and certainly to say nothing of the ‘‘greatest Sec-
retary of the Treasury since Alexander Hamilton.”

But Mellon doesn’t get incensed. He and his con-
science take things as they are. If the country is
trying its hardest to discover some of the facts of the
Republican campaign fund scandal, our Secretary of
the Treasury feels that it is nothing to get angry or
excited about.

If he has information the country can use, he will
tell it in his own good time—that is, after the country
finds out that he has it, and there no longer is any
purpose to be served by remaining silent.

It is an amiable attitude. It enables him to
continue content with his own share of life’s bless-
ings in the midst of revelations concerning Iris State’s
politics, revelations of starvation, and despair in his
own coal mines, revelations of corruption striking at
the very basis of his Government.

‘‘l don't become incensed,” said Mr. Mellon,

William Kent
The country loses a valuable citizen in the death

of William Kent of California.
Although a man of great wealth, Kent throughout

his life gave time, energy and money to furthehring
causes which he believed would benefit the majority
of his fellow-citizens.

His political career began when a young man. He
fought political corruption in Chicago. Before his life
ended he had joined vigorously in the fight against the
encroachments of the power interests.

Kent served three terms in Congress, and was a
member of the United States tariff commission for a
time. He probably would have been elected to the
Senate except for a factional party fight. He was a

leader in California's war on graft in Government, and
never failed to denounce reaction or corruption.

Few men have left behind them better records,
or have been more beloved by their fellowmen than
William Kent.

Questions and Answers

The Exiles of Crusoe’s Island
A Communist plot to overthrow the Government

of Chile, dispatches relate, just has been foiled by
the discovery and arrest of forty plotters, among
them the son of ex-President Alessandri, the latter
an exile in France.

So the chances are fair that the population of
the immortal Robinson Crusoe’s island of Juan
Fernandez soon is to receive an increase. This
world-famous spot is now the scene of Chile's ‘‘Devil’s
Island,” whither political prisoners are banished and
already, the official communique announces, ‘‘several
dispositions” have been made of those arrested.

Quick work. But then President Carlos Ibanez,
Chile's Mussolini, never lets the grass grow under
his feet, as a long string of exiles can bear witness.
The general—he is an army man—says Chile’s situa-
tion is serious and demands a drastic remedy which
he proposes to administer, regardless of how much
or whom it hurts.

Ever since the post-war slump knocked the bot-
tom from her nitrate trade, Chile has been in hot)

water. Approximately sixty per cent of her budget-
ary income, or about $35,000,000 a year, came from
an export tax on nitrates, so when this went glim-
mering, it brought on a wr hole train of inescapable
evils for which both Liberals and reactionaries blamed
Alessandri, then in power.

He was ousted by a military coup and sent to
Europe, whence he was recalled six months later by
a second military cabal which had supplanted the
first. Then out he went again, and to Europe, this
time for good.

President Figueroa-Larrain succeeded him, with
General Ibanez as minister of interior and, for all
practical purposes, vice president designate. For a
little later, when Figueroa-Larrain designed, Ibanez
stepped in, being elected last May by a vote of 222,000
out of a

President Ibanez’s way of dealing with the opposi-
tion has aroused a good deal of criticism, not only
in Chile, but elsewhere in Latin America. Critics
claim families have been separated and the men-
folks sent into exile without so much as a hearing.

Or, they assert, political leaders are ordered
summarily to clear out of* the country on short;
notice, to go where they please, just so they go. A 1
large number are said to have been sent to Crusoe-
land, far out in the tropical Pacific.

Be that as it may. It is clear that President Ibanez
regards the situation In Chile as one requiring a
Mussolini. An iron hand Is called for, in his opinion,
and he intends to furnish that hand.

Like reactionaries everywhere, in the United
States, Europe or any other country, he doubtless
considers as Bolsheviks all who seriously oppose him.

The trouble with dictatorships is, they never solve
a nation's woes. One man can not sit forever on the
lid and hold down the wants of vast and surging
minorities. Sooner or later, there's an explosion.

Leading Happy Life in Prison
John Freeman, recently released from the Illinois

State prison, at Joliet, declares that Nathan Leopold
and Richard Loeb, murderers of young Bobby Franks,
“have it pretty soft” In prison.

‘‘Just like anybody else with money,” he says.
“Money will buy you anything—in or out of prison.”

We suggest to the foes of capita! punishment that
there Is something that will have to be remedied be-
fore capital punishment can be abolished. If Leopold
and Loeb are living at ease in prison, it will be hard
to make people believe that it wasn’t a mistake not
to hang them.

Chicago Praying
One hundred thousand Chicagoans assembled in

churches recently and prayed for Divine aid hi clean-
ing up city and State politics.

One might admit that Chicago almost has reached
the point where mere man is powerless to bring about
a reform. Also, one may hope that the prayers will
be answered.

Yet, in all reverence, it might be suggested that
the way to clean up city politics is to take off your
coat and go to work. There arc always, In any city,
enough public-minded citizens to vote machine poli-
ticians out of office, if only they can be induced to
go to the polls. Let Chicago’s reformers now follow
up their prayer with good works, if they want to win,

You can get an answer to any answer-
able auestion of fact or information by
writing to Frederick M. Kerb.v, Question
Editor, The Indianapolis Times, Wash-
ington Bureau, 1322 New York Ave.,
Washington, D. C.. enclosing two cents
in stamps for reply. Medical and le-
gal advice cannot be given, nor can ex-
tended research be made. All other
Questions will receive a personal reply
Unsigned requests cannot be answered.
All leters are confidential. You arc
cordially invited to make use of this
tree service as often as you please.

EDITOR.

What was the wing spread of
Lindbergh’s plane?

Forty-six feet.

Who owns the Peace Bridge that
was dedicated last August by Vice
President Dawes and the Prince of
Wales?

The International l'eace Bridge
connects Buffalo, New York and Ft,
Erie, Ontario, Canada. It is owned
by the Buffalo and Ft. Erie Public
Bridge Company, 684 Eliicott Square,
Buffalo, N. Y. It is a suspension
bridge with eight spans. The chan-
nel span is 345 feet. The bridge is
100 feet above low water and ninety-
five feet above mean high water.

What is Gene Tunney’s religion?
Roman Catholic.

How many pounds of opium were
imported into the United States in
1926?

For the fiscal year ending June 30,
1326, 107,7471s pounds were im-
ported.

Where does the Missouri River
rise and through what territory docs
it flow 1?

It is formed in southwestern Mon-
tana by the junction of three
streams (the Three Forks)—-the
Jefferson, the Madison and the
Gallatin-—which rise m the Rocky
Mountains. The longest branch,
variously known as Jefferson Fork,
Beaver Head, and Red Rock, rises
in the upper part of Culver’s
Canyon, 8,000 feet above the sea

level, at the southern boundary of
Montana; flow's west and north to
the Three Forks, and thence north
and northeast. After a long course
west through Montana the river
bends to the southwest and crosses
North and South Dakota. It is the
boundary line between Nebraska and
Kansas on the west, and Iowra and
Missouri on the east, and finally
crosses the last-named State to its
junction with the Mississippi, twenty
miles above St. Louis.

How many guns are fired as a
salute for the birth of a erowTi

prince and a crown princess in Bel-
gium?

One hundred and twenty-one guns
constitute the salute for the crown
prince and twenty-one for a crown
princess.

Is Rod La Rocque married?
He is married to Vilma Banky.
What is the value of a Pilgrim

half dollar?
Sixty-five cents.

Where and when was William
Haines, the movie actor born?

Staunton, Va„ Jan. 1. 1900.

When did Luther Burbank die?
April 11, 1926.

For how long has Babe Ruth been
playing professional baseball?

He began playing in 1914.

What does the name Estelle mean?
It is from the Latin and means

‘‘a star of brilliancy.”

What Is blasphemy and how is it
1 punishable?

In English and American law,
blasphemy is defined as the crimi-
nal offense of maliciously and pub-
licly condemning God, Christ, the
Bible or the Christian religion. Al-
though formerly denial of the ac-
cepted doctrines of Christianity

were punishable as blasphemy, the
offense today comprises only those
expressions designed to wound the
feelings of mankind, to excite con-
tempt and hatred against religion
or the church, or to promote im-
morality. Even in this restricted
sense, blasphemy is seldom pun-
ished, unless it results in public dis-
turbance or a breach of the peace.
In some States blasphemy is no
longer punishable as a separate of-
fense.

What is a “carcel unit?”
The flame standard officially

adopted In France for gas testing:
it is equal to 9,615 international
candles.

How much corn was imported and
exported in the United States dur-
ing 1926?

Exports amounted to 25.130,000
bushels and imports to 1,055,382
bushels.

How is the card game, “begger-
my-neighbor,” played?

It is similar to “catch honors.”
The cards are dealt face downward
among the players, usually two in
number. The players then lay down
card after card in turn, face upper-
most, until a court card is turned
up. If this be an ace the player's
adversary pays him four cards; if
a king, three cards; of a queen, two
cards, and if a jack, one card, while
he takes up also all of the cards
previously laid down, and puts them
underneath those in his hand. If
in the course of payment an honor
is turned, then the creditor becomes
the debtor to the value of the honor.
Play continues until one player ob-
tains all the cards in the pack.

How many islands In the Ha-
waiian group?

Twenty, of which nine are in-
habited.

The name and address of the author
must accompany every contribution, buton request will not be published. let-
ters not exceeding 200 words will receive
preference.

Editor Times:
In my judgment the biggest

statesman in the United States to-
day is Herbert Hoover. He has the

| finest grasp of national as well as
| international matters of any map

I in America.
It was my privilege the greater

I part of last July to make quite an
| extensive trip trough Kentucky.
I particularly through the flooded

I districts. Herbert Hoover and the
; Red Cross nurses were in Kentucky
lat that time. Hoover did a wonder-
! ful work in helping the people to

! get on their feet again and today his
name is a household word all over
that State.

I traveled by train, by jolt wagon,
on mule back and on foot and
talked with mountaineers in log
cabins as well as with business men
of the cities and it is my firm be-

! State of Kentucky against any man
that the Democratic party can

| nominate. Democrats as well as Re-
i publicans are so grateful to Hoover
for what he did for their State

t that they will vote for him no mat-
i ter who the opposing candidate may
be.

! The Republican party can not af-
Iford to make the same mistake that
it made in 1920. The people of the
United States today want a states-
man instead of a machine politi-
cian. It seems very poor policy to
nominate a pigmy for president,
when you can nominate a giant. In
other words, it seems to me the
part of good business to nominate
a first class man rather than take
up with a man of third or fourth
rate caliber.

In my mind there is not the
shadow of a doubt that Herbert
Hoover can carry Kentucky in the
presidential election of 1928. The
peoßle of thus country are looking
for a man of backbone instead of
one with wishbone. Very truly
yours, STEPHEN V. LEWIS.

Lewis Stationery Cos., Troy, N. Y.

Editor Times:
I have written this at the request

of George Hawkins, chairman of
the committee of the Grand Army
League, which is to launch a move-
ment in the Indianapolis schools,
public and parochial, to stimulate
interest in Memorial Day.

.The Grand Army League, with
its headquarters at Ft. Friendly, 512
N. Illinois St., is a league of all
the Civil War organizations, back-
ing up the Grand Army of the Re-
public in the principles and ideals
for which it fought.

Purpose of the educational cam-!
paign is to teach the lads and lassies
of today, the citizens of tomorrow,
the high ideals of Government per-
manently established by their grand-
parents and great-grandparents In
the greatest civil war in all history.

Our forefathers established the
great American Republic in the
Revolutionary War. The Civil War
veterans, at the cost of a half mil-
lion lives, decided that the Govern-
ment should not perish from the
face of the earth.

Our strong national union is the
handiwork of the Union soldier of
the Civil War. It already has elec-
trified the world and taken root in
every clime and country.

We sometimes wonder if our chil-
dren appreciate our country and our
flag as they should. We need more
teaching of patriotism at home and
in the schools, more patriotic enter-
tainment and a higher class of
music.

Education, entertainment and
music that produce character and
good citizenship, the kind that our
flag stands for. are neeeded. Edu-
cate the children to take part in the
patriotic work and in patriotic so-
cieties that will tell the world the
story when the “boys” arc gone and
especially to help in the observance
of Memorial Day, May 30.

NEWTON J. M'GUIRE.

What Is a “bonded warehouse?”
One used lor storing goods sub-

ject to internal revenue or customs
duty upon which the import has
not been paid. Such goods are
warehoused under Government su-
pervision. When removed for sale
within the United States the duty
is paid; when removed for expor-
tation no duty is paid.

Why is it easier to pour liquid
from a can when two holes have
been punched in the top than when
there is only one hole?

When there are two holes the
outside air can exert pressure on the
liquid in the can..
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The Rules
1. The idea of letter golf is to

change one word to another and
do it in par, or a given number of
strokes. Thus, to change COW to
HEN in three strokes, COW, HOW,
HEW, HEN.

2. You can change only one let-
ter at a time.

3. Youmust have a complete word
of common usage for each jump.
Slang words and abbreviations don’t
count.

4. The order of letters can not
be changed.

BIAIKIE.
_C_AJ£JL
£O_KE
C Q R E.
COR K
clololk

Hartford City News
Hear him! Hear him! Listen

to Indiana’s S. O. L. (statute of
limitations) Governor. “The Re-
publican party in Indiana comes
to the voters this year with less
to apologize for than ever before.
An admirable record has been
stabilized in Indiana and when
the people speak by votes they will
say the Republican party has kept
faith with the people, and will
serve four years more in the State
and Nation.”

Thus spoke Ed Jackson before
the Republican editors at Indian-
apolis. As our old friend Perl-
mutter would say: “Such a brassi-
ness!” Ye gods! Was there ever
such an exhibition of nerve? In
the face of all the evidence, “Less
to apologize for than ever before.”

This ought to be framed and
hung in the Statehouse. It is
rich, but not rare, with Republi-
can politicians in Indiana.

Baltimore Sun
Senator Jim Watson of Indiana

professes to be shocked and sur-
prised by the news that he must
fight Hoover for the Indiana dele-
gation. Within sixty minutes after
hearing the news Senator Watson
was on his way to his home State.
He refused to talk to reporters
before he left, except to assert
that lie would have “plenty” to
say when he reached Indianapolis.

That is doubtless true, but it
comes to mind that perhaps Jim
will have plenty to hear, also,
when he reaches Indianapolis.

He may hear how the Indiana
Republican machine, bossed by
Jim Watson, has presented the
country' with such a spectacle of
corruption as It has rarely wit-
nessed before.

He may hear of the revelations
of various members of the organ-
ization who have brought against
other members well-substantiated
charges involving every crime

from petty larceny to murder.
He may hear how the Governor

of the State has been accused of
joining with a man now doing a
life term for murder and rape
in a conspiracy to blackmail a
former Governor; and how the
Governor escaped, not by acquit-
tal, but on account of the statute
of limitations.

He may hear how a paid agent
of the Anti-Saloon League as-
sumed as a matter of course that
senator Watson would bring po-
litical pressure to bear to over-
turn a decision of the courts ad-
verse to the agent.

He may hear that every poli-
tician in Indiana who is known
as a Watson man is now under
suspicion on account of the crimes
that have been proved against
many prominent Watson men.

He may even hear that honest
men in Indiana are so thoroughly
sick of Watsonism and so heartily
ashamed of all it implies that they
will rejoice at having opportunity
to vote for Herbert Hoover, or any
other candidate who seems to be
reasonably decent.

It is possible, although hardly
probable, that he may hear
enough to make him realize the
effrontery of his suggestion that
the leader of such a gang as the
Watson gang should be nominated
for the office of President of the
United States.

How long residence in the United
States is required before citizenship
papers can be obtained?

An applicant for final papers
must have five years continuous
residence in the United Slates next
preceding his admission to citizen-
ship.

When did the white slave traffic
act become a law?

June 25, 1910.

Let Mr. Fixit. Tile Times' representa-
tive at city hall, present your troubles
to city officials. Write Mr. Fixit at The
Times. Names and addresses whichmust be given will not be published.

Construction of a flood prevention
wall between Tenth and Twenty-
First Sts. was requested in a letter
to Mr. Fixit.

Dear Mr. Fixit: If you will only
get the proper authorities interested
in providing us with a flood wall
from Tenth to Twenty-First Sts.,
you will be performing a useful task
for the property owners in the
neighborhood.

There is so much money spent for
parks and recreation of all kinds,
but the people living north of the
city hospital are In constant fear
of high waters each spring. The
writer has experienced two floods.
Now there is talk of new bridges at
Tenth and Twenty-First Sts. and it
seems this is the time to provide
means of taking care of spring rains.
Hoping you will help protect us on
Montcalm St.

ONE OF MANY.
Flood Prevention Engineer Har-

vey Cassidy advised Mr. Fixit that
the flood prevention work, already
contracted for, between Raymond
and Morris Sts., along White
River and the work contemplated
between Raymond and Washing-
ton Sts. should be completed be-
fore a major improvement along
Fall Creek is contemplated. As
soon as the present program is
finished it is probable that a flood
prevention Improvement along
White River, north of Washington
St. will extend into Fall Creek to a
point north of Twenty-First St.,
Cassidy said.

How tall was the giant Goliath?
According to the Bible, he was

more than six cubits, that is eleven
feet.

Wall Street goes wild, with the
bulls in control.

Tuesday’s trading made anew
record when practically 4.000,000
shares changed hands. At that, it

j was only a little better than Mon-
day's record ot 3,875,910 shares.

Since the beginning of the year,
speculation in stocks has been char-
acterized by a feverishness that
bodes no good.

Some of the advances can be ex-
plainer* on no other ground than
excitement or manipulation.

For the same reason that there
is little in the existing situation to
warrant the belief that conditions
are unsound or that a depression is
impending, there is little to justify
such wild trading.

tt a tt

Senseless Speculation
No matter how sound business

may be, wild trading can throw it
into confusion.

Os all factors now threatening in-
dustrial stability, senseless specula-
tion probably is the worst. If car.
ried too far this unreasoned infla-
tion of stocks can bring about a
crash.

If such a crash comes, it will
change more votes than the oil
scandal, and the oil scandal has
changed enough.

a tt b

Mr, Hays' Clever Scheme
Speaking of the oil scandal. Will

H. Hays certainly devised a clever
plan for paying off the Republican
campaign deficit without acknowl-
edging subscriptions.

The plan consisted of borrowing
Liberty bonds from those who
could spare them, then borrowing
money by putting up the bonds as

j security and then using that money
| to pay off the deficit.

Those who loaned the bonds had
not subscribed, and neither had
those who loaned money on the
bonds, which made it possible to
pay off the deficit without report-
ing receipts from any one.

The system was all right, except
that it was discovered and exposed,
leaving Mr. Hays and several other
folks in a far more embarrassing
position than they would have been
had they pursued straightforward
tactics.
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Worst Yet to Come
One way has a way of leading to

another.
Interest in the sudden and mys-

terious improvement of former Sec-
retary Fall's financial situation led
to the oil leases. Investigation of
the oil leases led to the trail of
certain large blocks of Liberty
bonds; trailing these Liberty bonds
led to the discovery of the Con-
tinental Trading Company; discov-
ery of the Continental Trading
Company led to the exposure of
certain campaign contributions, and
exposure of-these contributions led
Mr. Hays to the witness stand.

The worst of it is that the half
has not yet been told, and that the
half not yet told promises to be the
worst half.

If the Inquiry continues to be as
successful in making things un-
comfortable for the Republican par-
ty as it has been, and if as many
unscrupulous millionaires are shown
to have used the party as a cat's
paw for mulcting the public, there
uill be much more in the forthcom-
ing campaign than there was in the
joy-ride of 1920 and 1924.
. an it

Disaster in California 1

The California flood is unlike
I that of the Mississippi. It. cannot

! bo blamed on God. Men not only
conceived the dam that broke, but
built it. It’s failure was due toj ignorance, carlessncss or dis-

I honesty.
Some man. or group of men is

; responsible for the hundreds of
dead and the millions of dollars

i lost. It is not only a matter of
' justice, but of practical value to

j the future of this country that they
be held responsible.

People cannot live with the
gigantic enterprises that form a

I part of modern life, unless every
: precaution is taken to make them

j safe. The necessary precaution will
j not be taken, unless those who fail

! to exercise it are brought to book,
u it a

Hookworm Politics
Representative Brand of Ohio, ex-

coriates Herbert Hoover for the
presidency because he lias been too
much abroad and has voted at too
few elections.

The idea is not original, and not
altogether unpopular in hookworm
centers.

There are a good many people in
this country who believe statesman-

j ship consists in never quitting the
back yard, or scratching the ticket.

Not only Representative Brand,
but Senator Frank Willis for whom
his heart bleeds owe a great debt
to such people.

it a a.

Willis and Kresge
Referring to Senator Frank Willis

once more and especially to hisa’arm at the growth of chain stores,
chain movies, chain broadcasting
and the chain system in general, is
he not rather unmindful of what
he and the Anti-Saloon League owe
to Sebastian Kresge?

Considering the huge sums of
money in which the Republican
party deals when it comes to financ-
ing primaries and elections, or pay-
ing off the resultant deficit, half amillion dollars may seem of no great
consequence.

Still, it. is doubtful if the Anti-Saloon League would be so wellfixed as it is or in a position to do
so much for Senator Willis and his
kind, if Mr,' Kresge had not comeacross, and it is equally doubtful if
Mrs Kresge would have been in a
position to come across, except for
his chain stores.

- A

THE INDIANAPOLIS TIMES

THE STORY OF CIVILIZATION

Written for The Times by Will Durant

ABELARD did not believe it de-
served so conclusive a refuta-

tion; and he went on to teach the
three thousand students who gath-
ered about him that the time had
come for man to have intelligence
as well as faith; that the time had
come to put aside absurdities that
would have made the ancients smile.

A little doubt would be salutary
in the midst of this multiplying
wilderness of dogmas and creeds:
“For the first key to wisdom is
called interrogation, diligent and
unceasing. . . . By doubting we are
led to inquiry; and from inquiry wc
perceive the truth." His students
agreed with him.

“They were calling for human and
philosophical arguments, and in-
sisting upon something intelligible,
rather than mere words, saying that
there had been more than enough
of talk which the mind could not
follow; that it was impossible to be-
lieve what was not understood in
the first place: and that it was
ridiculous for anyone to set forth to
others what neither he or they
could rationally conceive.”

How could the adult minds among
the unconverted peoples of the
world be brought over to Christ-
ianity unless the faith were at least
clothed in reason? “How absurd it
was,” said Abelard bravely, "to force
orthodoxy upon a heretic by threat-
ening injury to his body, instead of
persuading him back to Faith by
appealing to his intelligence."

‘‘No one," he writes, “can be re-
futed except from promises which
he concedes.” He envied the intel-
lectual freedom of Plato and Aris-
totle, and scored the common no-
tion of his time that these men, like
all who had never been received
into the one true Faith, had been
damned to hell forever.

The time had come, he thought,
when Europe was old enough to
begin to reason once more. He
foresaw the development of the
new science, which he called dia-
lectic, and predicted that, the age
of reason would follow the age of
faith.

WITH Abelard the western
European mind came to a

brilliant puberty; Scholasticism
was to be its adolesence. the Renais-
sance its coming of age.

Had Abelard spoken merely these
abstractions the world might never
have heard or injured him. But
he proceeded to show very con-
cretely where faith fell when it
relied on tradition and authority
rather than reason: he compiled,
in a treatise which he called Sic et
Non (Yes and No),

The opinions of the church
fathers on various points of
theology and ethics; and with the
imps of deviltry in him, arranged
these opinions in opposite columns,
so that each opinion was balanced
and nullified by a contradictory
judgment of equal authority.

He made no effort to reconcile
these contradictions, but left them
glaring at the reader, suggesting
all the thorny problems which
medieval doctrine concealed. Why
does evil exist in a world created
bv an omnipotent and benevolent
God?

Why did God create human be-
ings destined, in his omniscient fore-
knowledge, to everlasting Hell?
These questions were raised, and left
unanswered: nothing could have
been more irritating to orthodox
minds.

Inevitably, Abelard raised a swarm
of enemies about him. His pupils
loved him; they spoke of him as the
greatest philosopher that had ever
lived, and he was half inclined to
agree with them.

But William of Champeaux, whose
pupils deserted him, plotted secret-
ly for revenge; St. Bernard, shepherd
dog of the Christian flock, ready to
bite any strange creature that
should frighten the sheep, flung
back at Abelard’s Intelligo ut
credam (I understand in order to
believe) the older statement of
Anselm, Credo ut intelligam (I be-
leive in order to understand): “The
faith of the righteous believes,” said
Bernard indignantly, “it does not
dispute. But this man. suspicious
of God. has no mind to believe
what his reason has not previously
argued.”
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Church Waits to Destroy Abelard
AND Anselm himself, under

whom Abelard had studied for
a time at Laon, did he not hear
what his rebellious pupil thought of
him and would later put into writ-
ing:

I came therefore to this old
man. who owed his name rather
to long familiarity than to his in-
telligence or his memory. To
whom if any came knocking on
his door in uncertainty as to some
question, he departed more un-
certain still.

Indeed, he was admirable in
the eyes of his hearers, but of no
account in the sight of his ques-
tioners. His fluency of words was
admirable, but in a sense they
were contemptible and devoid of
reason. When he kindled a fire
he filled his house with smoke,
rather than lighted it with the
blaze.

It was only a matter of time
when the mighty guardians of
the faith would turn against this
bright and helpless lad and de-
stroy him. They waited for their
opportunity.
Abelard was twenty-one when

Heloise was born, and she had but
come into the world when he came
to Paris to win renown; who would
have thought that the brilliant log-
ician would lose and find his soul
in her?

During those hectic years when
he debated universal with William
of Champeaux. Heloise blossomed
into girlhood in a saddened home.
Her mother had belonged to the
most precious strata of the aristo-
cracy, and had been exiled from
family and funds because she had
married the handsome young physi-
cian, Philippe, to whom her mother
had looked as a likely lover who
would redeem the monotony of her
own ceremonious life.

To win her parents back to her
Philippe had gone to Palestine to
help recapture the Holy Sepulchre;
he had fought bravely, and died like
a gentleman. When the news came
to Paris his wife drooped and faded;
and the little Heloise was left an
orphan girl.

Capyrtght 1928, by Will Durant.
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TRACY
SAYS:

"There Arc a Good Many
People in This Country
Who Believe Statesman-
ship Consists in Never
Quitting the Backyard
or Scratching the Ticket.”
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