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THE STORY THUS FAR

Margaret Odell is found strangled,

Skeel's fingerprints are found in the

apartment, but Vance believes Skeel had

been hidin in a closet while the
strangler did his work, The thing that
baffles police is the side door to the al-
ley, which had been bolted on the in-
side the wvight before and was found
the same way in the mornlnf. Mannix,
Dr. Lindquist and Cleaver all lie about
thelr whereabouts the night of the mur-
der. Spotswoode, who had called on the
zirl. had rushed to her door at the
sound of a scream, but had been reas-
sured that everything was all right.

Then Skeel is "found strangled, after

promising to tell who murdered the girl.

Heath arrests Jessup, believing him the

only one able to manipulate the side

door, but Vance demonstrates how

Skeel could have done it.

CHAPTER XLV

(Monday, Sept. 17; noon)

HEN Vance finished speaking,

there was several minutes’
silence. Markham sat deep in his
chair glaring into space. Heath,
however, was watching Vance with
a kind of grudging admiration.

The corner stone in the foundation
of his case against Jessup had been
knocked out and the structure he
had built was tottering precariously.

Markham realized this, and the
fact played havoc with his hopes.

“I wish your inspirations were
more helpful,” he grumbled, turn-
ing his gaze upon Vance.

“This latest revelation of yours

GLORIOUS HEALTH
OBTAINED BY USE
OF NEW KONJOLA

Owes AmaziKg Relief
From Stomach Trouble

To Herb Remedy,
Says Local Lady.

“The high praise this new Konjola
medicine is receiving from the resi-
dents of Indianapolis and surround-
ing communities is only as I ex-
pected,” said the Konjola Man the
other day at the Hook drug store,
Illinois and Washington Sts., where

MRS. LOUISA KING

he 1is iInterviewing the public and
explaining the merits of Konjola.
“I predicted when I came to Indian-
apolis that the citizens of this city
would soon recognize the unusual
ability of Konjola to relieve the
common ailments such as stomach,
liver and kidney troubles or rheu-
matism or neuritis. Now my predic-
tions have come true because there
is not a day that I don't receive
startling statements from people in
Indianapolis telling of the relief
they gained from health troubles
through the use of Konjola.

As an example, the other day Mrs.
Louisa King, well-known Indianapo-
lis lady, living at 1106 North Gale
Street, told the Konjola Man how
this new compound helped her.

“It seemed to me that I would
never be able to end my troubles,”
said Mrs. King. “For a long time I
suffered intense miseries from
stomach and kidney troubles, be-
sides high blood pressure. When
I took Konjola, I immediately knew
that this was the medicine I had
always needed and now I have re-
gained my health and I owe it all
to Konjola.

“There was not a day that I did
not suffer awful pains across my
back from my kidneys. Sometimes
they were 8o intense I would be un-
able to move about the house. Then
when I needed my rest most of all,
I would have to rise numerous
times during the night. That broke
up my sleep and I was always com-
pletely tired out in the day. My
stomach was in such a bad condi-
tion that I had to be very careful
what I ate, even then the little
food I did eat would cause terrific
suffering. After each meal the food
would form in the pit of my stom-
ach and feel like a heavy lump. Gas
anfd bloating spells would come over
me and often I would be so dizzy I
would have to hold on to something
to keep from falling. - This gas
would press against my heart, mak-

‘ ing it flutter and palpitate so hard

that I thought it would stop beat-
ing. My blood pressure was way
above hormal and I was afraid it
would have very serious results on
me. All these miseries worried me
so much that I was getting worse
and worse every day, and I could
not find anything to help me.

“When I first started taking Kon-
jola I thought it would be like the
other medicines I had taken. The
first bottle convinced me that it
was the medicine I always needed.
My health has improved in every
way and I can hardly realize that I
ever had a sick day in my life. My
stomach is normal and I can eat
whatever I want without fear of bad
results. My blood pressure has
been reduced so much that I am
never bothered with it. Konjola
strengthened my kidneys so that I
never have to rise at night and my
sleep is sound and restful.

“Konjola is a wonderful medi-
cine and I can’t say enough for it.
I shall recommend this medicine
every chance I get.”

The Konjola Man is at Hook’s
drug store, Illinois and Washington
Sts., Indianapolis, where he is daily
meeting the public and introducing
and explaining the merits of this
remedy. Konjola is being sold in
large quantities at all Hook drug
stores and by all the best druggists
in all towns throughout this entire
section.—Advertisement.

puts us back almost to where we
started from.”

“Oh, don't be pessimistic. Let
us face the futures with a bright
eye. Want to hear my theory?--
it's fairly bulging with possibilities.”

He arranged himself comfortably
in his chair. “Skeel needed money
~—no doubt his silk shirts were run-
ning low—and after his unsuccess-
ful attempt to extort it from the
lady a week before her demise, he
came here last Monday night.

“He had learned she would be
out, and he intended to wait for
her; for she had probably refused
to receive him in the customary so-
cial way.

“He knew the side door was bolted
at night and, as he didn't want to
be seen entering the apartment, he
devised the little scheme of unbolt-
ing the door for himself under cover
of a futile call at half-past nine.

“The unbolting accomplished, he
returned via the alleyway, and let
himself into the apartment at some
time before 11.

“When the lady returned with an
escort, he quickly hid in the clothes
closet, and remained there until the
escort had departed.

“Then he came forth, and the
lady, startled by his sudden ap-
pearance, screamed.

“But, on recognizing him, she told
Spotswoode, who was now hammer-
ing at the door, that it was all a
mistake.

“So Spotswoode ran along and
played poker. A financial discussion
between Skeel and the lady—proba-
bly a highly acrimonious tiff—en-
sued.

“In the midst of it the telephone
rang, and Skeel snatched off the
receiver and said the Canary was
out.

“The tiff was resumed; but pres-
ently another suitor appeared on
the scene.

“Whether he rang the bell or let
himself in with a key I can't say—
probably the latter, for the phone
operator was unaware of his visit.

“Skeel hid himself a second time
in the closet, and luckily took the
precaution of locking himself in.
Also, he quite naturally put his eye
to the keyhole to see who the sec-
ond intruder was.”

Vance pointed to the closet door.

“The keyhole, you will observe,
is on a line with the davenport;
and as Skeel peered out into the
room he saw a sight that froze his
blood.

“The new arrival—in the midst,
perhaps, of some endearing sentence
—seized the lady by the throat and
proceeded to throttle her. ...,

“Imagine Skeel’s emotions, my
dear Markham. There he was,
crouching in a dark closet, and a
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few feet from him stood a mur-
derer in the act of strangling a
lady!

“I don't wonder he was petrified
and speechless. He saw what he
imagined to be maniacal fury in
the strangler’'s eyes; and the stran-
gler must have been a fairly pow-
erful creature, whereas Skeel was
slender and almost undersized.

“No, merci. Skeel wasn't having
any. He luy doggo. And I can't
say that I blame the beggar, what?”

He made a gesture of interroga-
tion.

“What did the strangler do next?
Well, well; we'll probably never
know, now that Skeel, the horri-
fied witness, has gone to his Maker.

“But I rather imagine he got out
that black document box, opened it
with a key he had taken from the
lady’s handbag and extracted a
goodly number of incriminating
decuments.

“Then, I fancy, the fireworks be-
gan. The gentleman proceeded to
wreck the apartment in order to
give the effect of a professional
burglary.

“He tore the lace on the lady’s
gown and severed the shoulder-
strap; snatched her orchid cor-
sage and threw it in her lap;
stripped off her rings and brace-
lets, and tore the pendant from
its chain.

“After that he upset the lamp,
rifled the escritoire, ransacked the
Boule cabinet, broke the “mirror,
overturned the chairs, tore the
draperies.

“And all the time Skeel kept his
eye glued to the keyhole with fas-
cinated horror, afraid to move,
terrified lest he be discovered and
sent to join his erstwhile inamo-
rata, for by now he was, no doubt,
thoroughly convinced that the man
outside was a raving lunatic—I
can't say that I envy Skeel his
predicament; it was ticklish, y’
know. Rather!-—And the devasta-
tion went or.

“He could hear it even when the
operations had passed from out his
radius of vision. And he himself

was caught like a rat in a trap,

THE BENSON
MURDER CASE

Vance smoked a moment, and
then shifted his position slightly.

“Y’ know, Markham, I imagine
that the worst moment in the whole
of Skeel's checkered career came
when that mysterious wrecker tried
to open the closet door behind which
he was crouching.

“Fancy! There he was cornered,
and not two inches from him stood,
apparently, a homicidal maniac try-
ing to get to him, rattling that thin
barricade of white pine.

“Can you picture the blighter’s re-
lief when the murderer finally re-
leased the knob and turned away?
It's a wonder he didn't collapse from
the reaction.

“But he didn't. He listened and
watched in a sort of hypnotic panic,
until he heard the invader leave the
apartment. Then, weak-kneed and
in a cold sweat, he came forth and
surveyed the battlefield.”

Vance glanced about him.

“Not a pretty sight—eh, what?
And there on the davenport reclined
the lady’s strangled body. That
corpse was Skeel's dominant horror.

“He staggered to the table to look

at it, and steariied himself with his |

right hand—that's how you got your
filnger-prints, Sergeant.

“Then the realization of his own
position suddenly smote him. Here
he was alone with a murdered per-
son. He was known to have been
intimate with the lady; and he was
a burglar with a record.

“Who would believe that he was
innocent? And through he had

probably recognized the man who |
had negotiated the business, he was |

in no position to tell his story.
“Everything was against him—his

sneaking in, his presence in the|
house at half-past nine, his relations |

with the girl, his profession, his
reputation. He hadn't a chance in
the world. . . I say, Markham,
would you have credited his tale?”
“Never mind that,”
Markham. “Go on

with your

theory.” He and Heath had been

listening with rapt interest.
“My theory from this point on,”

resumed Vance, “is what you might

term self-developing.

“It proceeds on its own inertia,
so to speak.
by the urgent problem of getting
away and covering up his tracks.
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retorted !

Skeel was confronted |

MARCH 7, 1928

“His mind in this emergency be-
came keen and highly active: his
fife was forfeit if he didn't succeed.
He began to think furiously.

“He could have left by the side
door at once without being seen;
but then, the door would have been

caught in a trap, and with his
shrewd, tricky brain he figured his
way out.

“He may have roamed up and
down these two rooms for hours be-
fore he hit on his plan; and it's
not unlikely that he appealed to the
Deity with an occasional ‘Oh, my
God!"

“As for his using the tweezers,
I'm inclined to think the mechan-
ism of the idea came to him almost
immediately.—Y’ know, Sergeant,
this locking of a- door on the in-
side is an old trick.

“There are any number of
recorded cases of it in the criminal

found unbolted. And this fact,
taken in connection with his ear-
lier visit that night, would have
suggested his manner of unbolting
the door...... MNo, that method of
escape wouldn't do—decidedly it
| wouldn’t do.

“He knew he was likely, in any
event, to be suspected of the mur-

tion with the lady and his general
character.
means, conduct, and his own
he must cover up his tracks, don't ¥’
know, or else his career as a
Lothario was at an end.
“A sweet dilemma!
of course, that if he could get out

safe.

“No one could then explain how
he had come in or gone out. It
| would establish his only possible

alibi—a negative one, to be sure; |

| but, with a good lawyer, he could
probably make it hold.

“Doubtless he searched for other
imeans of escape, but found himself
confronted with obstacles on every
| hand. The side door was his only
hope. How could it be worked?”
Vance rose and yawned.
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der, in view of his shady associa- |

“Motive, place, cpportunity, time, !

record—all were against him. Either |

He realized, ’

and leave that side door bolted on|
the inside, he’d be comparatively |

literature of Europe. Indeed, in
Professor Hans Gross's handbook of

illegal entwies and exits.

“But all such devices have had
to do with the locking—not the bolt-
ing—of doors,

“The principle, of course, is the
same, but the technic is different.
| To lock a door on the inside, a
| needle, or stronger slender pin, is

key, and pulled downward with a
string. But on the side door of this
house there is no lock and key; nou
is there a bow in the bolt-hand!le.

“Now, the resourceful Skeel, while
pacing nervously about, looking for
something that might offer a sug-
gestion, probably espied the tweez-
ers on the lady's dressing table—
no lady nowadays Is without these
little eyebrow-pluckers, don't ¥’

criminology there's a whole chapter |
on the devices used by burglars for |

inserted through the bow of the|

i

know—and immediately his problem |

| was solved.

“It remained only to test the de-
| vice.
t chiseled open the jewel case which
the other chap had merely dinted,

and found tne solitaire diamond ring

Before departing, however, M|

that he latter attempted to pawn.

“After that he I

himself ou¥

“Then he erased, as he thought, | quietly and reboltedythe side door

all his fingerprints, forgetting to|the same as I did,

stuffing the

wipe off the inside door knob of the | tweezers in his waistcpat pocket and

closet, and overlooking the hand-|forgetting them.”
mark on the table.

(To Be Continuad)

CHOOSING A MORTICIAN—

The desire to express, to the fullest, your
love and respect for the departed one—
should not dispel good Jjudgment in the
choice of the morticlan.. It is a time for
practical thought regarding the service of-
fered and the cost it entails.

Our funeral service has become most high-
ly regarded, due to our policy, adopted
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27 years ago, of offering a rellnlyle. eflicient i
service AT A MODERATE COST.
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(= of Superior Quality Clothing and Latest
Style at Traugott’s!

Our Famous
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Gas Pains Gone;
Kidnezi N_ow Fine

Engineer,Says He Now Knows Right
Road to Good Health,

Performing important  duties
while handicapped by stomach and
kidney torture was the lot of Mr,
C. G. Hungerford, well-known
Illinois Central engineer, who lives
at 805 So. State St., Freeport, Il
He tells about it as follows:

“Nobody knows what I suffered
for ten years, from stomach and
kidney trouble. Every attempt to
eat caused me to hloat with gas
and suffer intensely. My back
ached, day and night, and sleep was
almost impossible. I felt weak and
tired all the time, and kept getting
worse. Finally they said I had only
forty-eight hours to live. But I am
alive and feeling wonderful. I date
my recovery from the moment I
started using Viuna. The first few
doses proved that I had found the
right remedy at last, and now all
the old gas trouble and stomach
pains have gone. My kidneys ceased
troubling me and the backache
faded away. I sleep soundly and
arise feeling rested and ready for
the day’s work. I want to give credit
where credit is due and Viuna gets
all the credit.

/luna acts promptly on sluggish
rowels, lazy liver and weak kidneys. It
purifies the blood, clears the skin, re-
stores appetite and digestion, and briags
new strength and energy to the whole
body. Take a bottle on trial. Then if
you're not glad you tried Viuna, your
money will be refunded. $1 at druggists
or mailed postpaid by Iceland Medicine
Co., Indianapolis, Ind. (S

VIUNA

The Wonder. Medicine

You can't
do Both

Why spend a day a week in the wet of
home washing? That’s a seventh of your

lifetime.

Even if you have the washing

done in your home by someone else, you

have all the muss and fuss.

The laundry

does it better and cheaper.

Crown Laundry and
Dry Cleaning Co.

Branch 1
LI. 8198

MAIN PLANT
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HA. 2016
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Another Diamond Sensation—Thursday and Friday, Only

COMBITATION SALE $

BEAUTIFUL GIFTS for the SMALL SUM of

Strictly first quality . . . fresh new stock,
heavy soles, reinforced uppers.
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Mayer's
$50.00
Diamond

Remember

these fine

Diamonds
have a tradc-
in value of
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All
Three
for Only

$49.50

$1 A Weck
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READ:

$50.00 Diamond Ring, one to he proud
of and has a trade-in value of $50.00 on

Our Regular $4.50 MESH BAG—Our $18.50
FULL JEWELED WRIST WATCH WITH
Choice of OUR REGULAR $50 GENUINE

Diamond Ring

All Three for Only

50

The sénsation of the vear.
This is a genuine Mayer

Our optical depart-
ment is in charge
of aregistered
optometrist, Dr. R.
M. REAMS. Pay
for your glasses
while you are wear-
ing them. An ex-
amination wiil cost
you nothing.
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JEWELERS

42 West Washington Street, Three Doors East of Illinois Street

$50.00 at any
time. a larger stone at any time. The mount-
PAY ing is of 18-kt. solid white gold gor-
ONLY geously hand carved in the very latest
$1.00 A design.
WEEK! The Diamond Ring—the Mesh Bag, as
: r/ 7 pictured, and choice of several other
Wi ) styles, and the jeweled Wrist Watch
e ONLY $1.00 A WEEK!
OPTICAL REPAIR
Department Department

Our repair de-
partment is
prompt and very
efficient and is
in capable hands.
One - day service
is rendered on
crystals.
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