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THE STORY THUS FAR

Skeel’s finger prints were found in
the apartment of the murdered Margaret
Odell, but Vance does mnot believe him
guilty. It is proved later that Mannix,
Clelver and Dr. Lindquist all had been

about their whereabouts on the
nl(lﬁ of the murder., The truth comes
out that Mannix had been rallmaon a
Miss Fnsbee in an apartment join-
ing the ‘Canary’s”; that Cleaver had
been in the building around midnight
and that Dr. Lind uist, knowing that
Spotwoode was lmg on Margaret
Odell, had ylanned in jealous fit to
kill him and had been muung in the
alley outside.

CHAPTER XXXVIIL

A! Lindquist talked he became
more and more agitated. The
nerves abouf his eyes had begun
to twitch, and his shoulders jerked
like those of a man attempting
vainly to control a chill.

“Remember, sir, I was suffering
agonies, and my hatred of Spots-
woode seemed to cloud my reason.

“Scarcely realizing what I was
doing and yet operating under an
irresistible determination, I put my
automatic in my pocket and hurried
out of the house.

“I thought Miss Odell and Spots-
woode would be returning from the
theater soon, and I intended to
force my way into the apartment
and perform the act I had planned.
.+« From across the street I saw
them enter the house—it was about
eleven then—but, when I came face

to face with the actuality, I hesi-
tated.
“1 delayed my revenge; I—I

plavad Fith the idea, getting a kind
masane satisfaction out of it—

snowing they were now at my

mercy. s

His handt: were shaking as with

a coarse tremor; and the twitch-

ing about his eyes had increased.

“For half an hour I waited,
gloating. Then, as I was about to
go in and have it over with, a man
named Cleaver came along and saw
me. He stopped and spoke.

“I thought he might be going to
call on Miss Odell, so I told him she
already had a visitor. He then
went on toward Broadway, and
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while I was waiting for him to turn
the corner, Spotswoode came out of
the house and jumped into a taxi-
cab that had just driven up. . .

“My plan had been thwarted—l
had waited too long. Suddenly I
seemed to awake as from some ter-
rible nightmare. I was almost in a
state of collapse, but I managed to
get home. .That's what hap-
pened—so help me God!”

He sank back weakly in his chair.
The suppressed nervous excitement
that had fired him while he spoke
had died out, and he appeared }st-
less and indifferent.

He sat several minutes breathing
stertorously, and twice he passed
his hand vaguely across his fore-
head.

He was in no condition to be
questioned, and finally Markham
sent for Tracy and gave orders that
he was to be taken to his home.

“Temporary exhaustion from hys-
teria,” commented Vance indiffer-
ently. “All these paranoia lads are
hyperneurasthenic. He'll be in a
psychopathic ward in another
year.”

“That’s as may be, Mr. Vance,”
said Heath, with an impatience that
repudiated all enthusiasm for the
subject of abnormal psychology.
“What interests me just now is the
way all these fellows' stories hang
together.”

“Yes,” nodded Markham. “There
is undeniably a groundwork of
truth i1 their statements.”

“But please abserve,” Vance
pointed out, “that their stories do
not eliminate any one of them as
a possible culprit.

“Their tales, as you say, syn-
chronize perfectly; and yet, despite
all that neat co-ordination, any one
of the three could have got into the
Odell apartment that night.

“For instance: Mannix could have
entered from Apartment 2 before
Cleaver came along and listened;
and he could have seen Cleaver go-
ing away when he himself was
leaving the Odell apartment.

“Cleaver could have spoken to the
doctor at half past eleven, walked
to the Ansonia, returned a little be-
fore twelve, gone into the lady's
apartment, and come out just as
Mannix opened Miss Frisbee's door.

“Again, the excitable doctor may
have gone in after Spotswoode came
out at half past eleven, stayed
twenty minutes or so, and departed
before Cleaver returned from the
Ansonia.

“No; the fact that their stories
dovetail doesn't in the least tend
to exculpate any one of them.”

“And,” supplemented Markham,
“that cry of ‘Oh, my God!" might
have been made by éither Mannix
or Lindquist — provided Cleaver
really heard it.”

“He heard it’ unquestionably,”
said Vance. “Some one in the
apartment was invoking the Diety
around midnight.

“But if Cleaver
that voice,” protested Markham,
“then he is automatically elimi- |
nated as a suspect.” |

“Not at all, old dear. He may]
have heard it after he had come out |

of the apartment, and realized then, |
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for the first time, that some one
{ had been hidden in the place dur- |
:‘mg his visit.”
| “Your man in the ckthes closet, |
| T presume you mean.”

“Yes—of course. You know,
| Markham, it might have been the
horrified Skeel, emerging from his
hiding place upon a scene of u‘aglcl

gelical invocation.”

“Except,” commented Markham,
with sarcasm, “Skeel doesn't im- |
press me as particularly religious.”

“Oh, that?” Vance shrugged. “A |
point in substantiation. Irr(‘hglous
persons call on God much moxe‘
than Christians. The only true and |
consistent theologians, don't ¥y’
knom _are thn athm:ts oy
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Heath, who had been sitting in
gloomy meditation, took his cigar
from his mouth and heaved a heavy
sigh.

“Yes,” he rumbled, “I'm willing
to admit somebody besides Skeel
got into Odell’s apartment, and that
the Dude hid in the clothes closet.

“But, if that’s so, then this other
fellow didn't see Skeel; and it's not
going to do us a whole lot of good
even if we identify him.”

“Don’t fret on that point, Ser-
geant,” Vance counseled him cheer-
fully.

“When you've identified this
other mysterious visitor you'll be
positively amazed how black care
will desert you. You'll rubricate
the hour you find him. You'll leap
gladsomely in the air. You'll sing
a roundelay.”

“The hell I will!” said Heath.

Swacker came in with a type-
written memorandum, and put it
on the district attorney’s desk.

“The architect just phoned in this

report.”

Markham ganced it over: it was
very brief.

“No help here,” he said. “Walls
solid. No waste space. No hidden
entrances.”

“Too bad, Sergeant,” sighed

Vance. “You'll have to drop the
cinema idea. . . . Sad.”

Heath grunted and looked dis-
consolate.

“Even without no other way of
getting in or out except that side
door,” he sald to Markham, “could-
nu't we get an indictment against
Skeel, now that we know the door
was unlocked Monday night?”

“We mght, Sergeant. But our
chief snag would be to show how it
was originally unlocked and then
rebolted after Skeel left.

“And Abe Rubin would concen-
trate on that point.—No, we'd bet-
ter wait a while and see what de-
velops.”

Something ‘“developed” at once,
Swacker entered and informed the
Sergeant that Snitkin wanted to see
him immediately.

Snitkin came in ,visibly agitated,
accompanied by a wizened, shabbily
dressed little man of about 60, who
appeared awed and terrified.

In the detective’s hand was a
small parcel wrapped in pewspaper,
which he laid on the district at-

torney’'s desk with an air of
triumph.
he - an-
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nounced. “I've checked it up from
the list the maid gave me, and it’s
all there.”

Heath sprang forward, but Mark-
ham was already untying the pack-
age with nervous fingers.

When the paper had been opened
there lay before us a small heap of
dazzling trinkets—several rings of
exquisite workmanship, three mag-
nificent braclets, a sparkling sun-
burst, and a delicately wrought
lorgnette.

The stones were all large and of
unconventional cut.

Markham looked up from them
inquisitively, and Snitkin, not wait-
ing for the inevitable question, ex-
plained.

“This man Potts found 'em. He's
only a street cleaner, and he says
they were in one of the D. S. C.
cans at Twenty-Third St. near the
Flatiron building.

“He found ’em yesterday after-
noon, so he says, and took ’'em
home. Then he got scared and
brought ’em to police headquarters
this morning.”

Mr. Potts, the “white-wing,”
trembling visibly.

“Thass right, sir—thass right,”
he assured Markham, with fright-
ened eagerness. “I allus look into
any bundles I find. I didn't mean
no harm takin’ 'em home, sir.

“I wasn't ~onna keep 'em. I laid
awake worryin' all night, an’ this
mornin’ as soon as I got a chance,
I took ’em to the p’lice.”

He shook so violently I was afraid
he was going to break down com-
pletely.

“That's all right, Potts,” Mark-
ham told him in a kindly voice
Then to Snitkin: “IL<¢ the man go

was

—only get his full name and ad-
dress.”
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Vance had been studying
newspaper in which the jewels
been wrapped.

“I say, my man,” he asked,

rectly across Madison Square from

the Stuyvesant Club,” observed
Markham, frowning.
“So it is.” Vance then pointed

to the left hand margin of the
newspaper that held the jewels.
“And’ youll notice that this
Herald of yesterday has three pun-
tures evidently made by the pins of

the |2 wooden holder such as is gener-

had

“ig

this the original paper you found

them in?”
“Yes, sir—the
touched nothin’.”
“Right-0.”

same. I

ain’t

Mr. Potts, greatly relieved, sham-

bled out, followed by Snitkin.
“The Flatiron building is

di-

ally used in a club’s reading room.

“You got a good eye, Mr. Vance,”
nodded Heath, inspecting the news-
paper.

“I'll .see about this.” Markham
viciously pressed a button.

“They keep their papers on file
for a week at the Stuyvesant Club.”

(To Be Continued)

The Dukhobor is a Russian sect

which settled in Canada.
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