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“The VANITY CASE”

¢ A Tale of Mustery and Love
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They looked at her so nxhu-tan'l}.““:;”h”“"'i _““""’"‘”-’j“» She must ;
that she felt she must satisfy or at ;_‘__“” £k Mrs, Prentiss into a real .
least allay their evident curiosity, riendship, and ghe must f'hurml WQ%F} ,-{--'>> - & s
Cofes ST

“It was a man I know,"” she said,

p * |

slowly. “He thinks I am in danger, |
and warns me to be careful. KEspe-

He had concluded that he could best
help Bunny by telling her all

knew, and letting her profit by it.
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“Why, no I don’t think so,” Bun-
“ny looked like a puzzled child. “I

calmly. “Emma is making up prints and Larry's too, were on that |
stories." pottle about the death of Myra!
“I heard her, last night,”" Buck And her vanity case—oh, why did
said, not looking at her, but gazing |they harp on tha¥ so? Diq they
intently at the cigaret he was light- | know—oh, what did they know? \ [ P
ing. “I have to admit, her state- And just here, Mrs. Prentiss broke :\)
ments had the ring of truth.” in on her thoughts ag®in. \"\“Q;)
“Balt!” sald his aunt,” you ‘1"'"1 _"\\'hnt were you crying about so —— ' 3y
know truth when you hear ét, Tod- | bitterly when Carter came to your — > 4
hunter! You have about as much|room to tell you the sad néw*" / -
insight or intuition as a hitching- | plefse tell us—it will be so mu--l‘
& post! Also, you're a gullible sort.|petter for you to confide Ir; (’rlf-nr(hl g B
It .'\nyh().lly told you the earth was| Now, if you tell us the whole Stnr;"
l’:]:;l)“;:l 411\ 3:(';.:”1 to thimk that very |we :-n-n understand the case hott;w'. o
4 and we can be of real help to you."” “s, ”
“Oh, T can't—I can’'t—" and Bun stm 3
ny was crying now. Not sobbing, = g §:31 ©1926 BY NEA SERVICE, INC. — g
but just silently weeping, and the i B o v e
: tears' ran unheeded down her pink " i
cheeks, CHAPTER XXI1V woman, “You have!” Inmhkn said, “I al-|should say I went up to bed some |at onethirty?' he went on, inexor-| Sleek, smug and subservient, Here
But they left no stain, for never| ‘Nothing of the sort!” said Bunny, | It wasn’t quite fair of Bunny, but|ways can tell when you're lying, |time carlier than that. Didn't I, |ably. rick appeared.

b once, since the sight of Myra ana|Who had suddeniy, and, it seemed :11:;;:]« -‘;lllif: flvjlthteh:u 1\}1‘;;\" hadn't :;Pen Bulr:m: What did he say? Did he | Larry?” “No—I was not—" her volce| *“Did you ever hear or overhear

b * naint o & 11y FONOVAre: » o y falr tc r. Asking questions|wr you?"”’ c y 3 si I
gt Drund Barualn Daya | !4 2ot tce.16d Bunny touched| mirspcousty sscovere o anty bet | 58 10,12, iing Ssbims | WEa WNE. 1 et g iy o amiotog | tated off o st - By g Boer B o

Louisa was tired, From morning| ‘“Well let me tell it, and you check | ¥ impertinence. “I was crying be- [ zlin I-O:gltl())l‘:i.(t tl" the shocked protes-|all. Mr. Buck is mistaken—or he is|to mean advice to be more in-| “Then we must go on” he sald.|him.

~  until night she had been on her feet | Me up,” Toddy said, cause of a bad dream I had. 1 ”: f:'l(‘(-’lm.“l;qlm-f-?l Speec h, she said, jol_i'lm;- A very ill-timed jest! .| sratiating in her manner. “Now, we have to consider also the| Herrick, after a stumbling inter-
: in the busy de-| “You went downstairs late at | POUSHt—oOh, it was a terrible dream | = T PRBEYC Wi ys g ““"k‘ he telephoned to her, But he loyally played up to her|flight of Perry Heath, It is ac-|val, managed to get out the informae

K partment Stor®. |night to get your vanity hox that| L G°%'t Want to remember it! Now, Well, never mind. I do want|Toddy spoke to nobody in particuldT,|jead, and said: krowledged that a disappearance is|tion that he had heard such.

No matter how | yoy haa left in the 'Qtu lio.” X that| Mrs. Prentiss and Mr. Buck,/you are | S0me advice, but I'in not quite ready | merely looking into space, as he “As 1 remember it, Miss Moore | often equivalent to a confession. “When last?” Mott asked.

s she felt, she must “How did v Fipy "_' kind and good-hearted, but I can't— | t© tell you all about myself. I think h"",m"‘l his chin on the knob of his|gsajqd good night and went to her Therefore, T ani ready to assume “The—the night Mrs. Heath dled,”

?7 serve her cus- ow did you know that! I just simply can't be more frank I'll run over to the other house a su‘x.-ki i o room at something like half past|that since Mr. Heath has disap- | Herrick replied.
tomers with a “All right, I know,” and he nodded | and confidential with you, because few moments, and see for myself Did he, Bunny?' demanded In-|.javen.” peared, it may well be that he is re-[* ‘“Here in this room?” the detece
smile. Her head | his head in satisfaction. -“Well, | —well, because I just can't! But 1] What Emma had to say, and also|man. : £ ¢ i e : .
throbbed andher | then, when you went in t.h : o do f N ”‘,(;lr' e Ju', ('f" o e have a few words with Carter.” “No,"” she said. SRUL b ST I gather, EpaRnIe top e death sl w%te. ti\‘?'\vent s i
feet ached. Week | vou saw—Mrs ”,,,nh_(k.“e';mom' 030 ‘T‘; (\‘1 o ,"rl your welmeant| “.nray 1 go with you?” asked Tod- .‘,”' b e from facts told me that Miss Moore (I do not attribute too much im-| *“Yes, siy. They wereni'p here,
after week, she|” «on no. no! and P ffers of help, and I can see how | 40 “3ng though about to say no, his|. ..Lhen Where does the joke come|did go upstairs at the time you men. | portance to the card left ~behind,| ‘““And where were you?
felt her strength B Bunny covered | you think I ought to tell you more— { o) ie was so truly friendly and sin-|' " tion, but that she went down again | with the legend, ‘The Work of| “In the lounge, s#,”
ebbing until she | " ¥ Wwith her hands. but, you see, you are already|.ore, Bunny changed her mind ;lﬂll “Oh, T had a telephone message | later, and then reascendefl the stairs | Pérry Heath.' That, it seems to me| “What were you doing there?”
was in a run- “Yr:?, dead—and the candles burn- 1)}~ejlxdi(:e(l _:u;ainst me, and what 1| g4 m':lvioﬁsl.\t “I'd be glad to have | from someone else, and Mr. Buck|at about half past one o'clock. She | may be the work of the murderer “Just waiting to lock up the

o 50( m, 1 /work down condition, | ing— P \J(;)‘llx](rl":y(;lé -‘soul:;p‘i‘('ri):llxﬂ ll(:llrlblll(‘ﬁ: mﬁks vou, Mr. Buck.” ;hinkspxt rum;y ml n;s:me it was | carried up with her, her gold vanity | himself nmll equall); well mIay }not, 1 hguso. Mr, and I;Irs. Heath were
- t A “You're all wrong, Mr. Buck. T|° spicious me, an Over to the Heath house they |from Perry. wish <new where | case. It has been proved that the |can scarcely tonceive of Mr. Heath [ about to go upstairs.”

i My mother sug_gested that T try saw nothing of the sort. I—I didn’ surer that T am more or less inm went, and found Larry Inman in the he is!” contents of this case were used on |leaving the card if he were really ‘““And the quarreled?”

% g‘gféfl,?'si?k:vl?;&;vgﬁetﬁ&lﬁ (:‘)(;g; A ) didn’t p“;tfltf:‘umvthﬁq?lwr:pu;: Ix}ﬁ;f\;iond:'}; studio, surrounded by a deskful of “Yes, so do I,” Inman agreed. “I|the (-()“nte‘n;ln(\(\ of Mrs. ”(‘“t!" after the mm:doper. And, yet,.it is ”nnt “Not to say quarrelled, sir. But
B threo bottles and it brought me “Then, when did' you see those with ,;"R:l‘lmh;o G "” erl'l "pie'e‘l letters and papers belonging to Perry | say, Bun, here comes that pest, !h!{t‘lﬂrih' had ceased to li\"(\’ e easy to 1m~n::inn another deing it. they had - words, like, and Mrs,
“ about all right.” Through the Vege- | ¢andles burning at the head and mi;.:m' Mmisdidin "(l)? a ‘l!;"g-td ll t| Heath. Mott! Do you want to scoot out the| ‘Excuse me, Mr. Mott,” Toddy Might it not be t'he work of some Heath told the master that she knew
¥ table Compound, she found better | feet of Mrs. Heath?" & onrths ‘_'m t1-~|;~\' ;h: ‘,(.h o e(ili‘ )""i “Have you found anything of im-|back way?” broke in, “may I ask how you proved | of the servants?” asked Buck, |his secret.”
©  health to do her work and she told | “T—T didn’t see them at all. T al-|face ana :.1'. i was smiling of| portance?” Bunny asked. Bunny looked frightened at first |that?” earnestly. ‘ “Oh, she didl And what did he

the other girls about it most felt as if T had seen them, be. | - - gay (ome:?nor‘ “No, not as bearing on the mys-|then seeing in "Toddy's eyes that| ' BY the evidence that the vanity| “It doesn't seem like that to me,” |reply to that?"

*  _Thatwasseveralyearsago, Louisa |cause I heard them described so| 1 o Mearers couldnt know that|tery of Myra's death or Perry's ab-(new light of friendly kirdness, she|Case in question is the only one|Mott said, “yet, of course it may be| ‘“Oh, he said a lot of things, hut I
" i3 now Mrs, L. J. Van Dyke of 1246 | often—y > the/poor child was frightened almost | sence,” Inman replied. concluded to stay with him. known to have been in the house T00 often servants are neglected or |didn’t half hear and I didn't get the
- Spring St., Morrell Park, Baltimore, “Oh ‘tut, tut! Let up on the Fairy Y.u death., that she longed for help “Do you”thmk Perry will ever Though not of deep intiuitions.|that night which would give the re.|ignored at witnesses. On the con-|drift anyway. But they talked about

Md, She s the mother of three | Tales Now, little Miss Moore, I'm 'f”d u?,vme' N s LR A Ay co.r-mx pack?  Bunny - asked. Mott sensed that the mental atmos-|Sults, the colors or tints, found on |trary, it seems to me that servants, [a divorce and the lady said If the
?ﬁajthi, active children. She says | readqy to help you, my good aunt, ;.;om .e:r(tile'ss anl'l.}lngx'ateful. but .I did thln'k_ so, at first, he re-|phere was not in sympathy with|the face of the dead woman. This|8ranted their truthfulness, are most | master's secret should get known it
thatvs etflo)und the_ tonic effect of here, 18 ready also, but we can’t do Bunny e il dKr;erl\use n:.lture in tulneq: slowly. Now—I don't|him. ; has been most carefully’ tested Ly |valuable witnesses. They know the |would be terrible.”

he?‘ aﬁﬁfné iilgﬂi’ﬂ’éngefﬂé’ml ¥ |it unless you are frank and truth. :(::?19::1}'ss.vmp'lrtllc'l;e:i)w;]:alys vi'lon kq?g inny has heard from him,” sai “You are the one I want to ques-|expert chemists and we believe our |family secrets often, they overhear| *“I don't think you know much

i Every working girl knows that to | Ul With us.” Nt SBnAdenibes iyt thgée mr?:o,flg Todh‘:xrrl\t:r fiimkmr ot e e m:pvﬂr:.t.' Miss Moore,” he sald. deductions to be true qnes. Did you |the family jars, or, small squabbles. |about that conyersation, Herrick.”

% do her work properly and easily she “You see, my dear,” Mrs. Prentiss | showed a Ittle too much g s What!™ crléd. IO R “i es?” she said. put the make up" on Mrs. Heath's |I wish, by the way, Mr. Inman, you “No, not much, sir.” e‘

must have good health. She can not | SPoke gravely, “I am certain you | osity, a little too much suspicious | look at the girl. : S SRR, Miet Mooxs, Sk 2ty ta.c‘e. Mies Macst feould call in the man, Herrick. He “Well, then, don't try to rep

i aﬂg{(} to ]:ose tﬂlmeffrom her work. Enew of Mrs, Heath's death before | interest, to pleases Miss Bunny. And| “I have not!” she declared, angri- ;g;:a‘tl,g:t;lmt:: h:lltghrt).mofonel'd;t b“tM-zstmcertalnly 2oty may prove helpful.” it. Was Miss Moore's name mens
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