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RUM VIDLATORS'
CHANCES BETTER
[HAN"OFFIGERS

Thirty to One Bootleggers
Go Free in Philadelphia,
Butler Says.

FEditor's Note—This is the nineteenth
installment of General Butler's story of
his work as head of Philadeldhia police
and his dismissal early this year. The
articles will appear daily, ‘he  Times
owns exclusive rights to the articles in
this territory.

By Smedley D. Butler

Liquor law enforcement was not
popular, apparently, with Philadel-
phia’s public officials.

The magistracy refused to do its
duty. The district attorney was re-
luctant to proceed vigorously. Grand
juries and petit juries permitted
their sympathies and prejudices to
interfere with their judgment. The
courts, tou, were often at fault,

I will prove these assertions. I
have figures to show the compara-
tive liquor law violations for the
first elevent months of 1923 (the
vear before I came to Philadelphia),
1924 (my first year), and 1925 (my
second and last year). The twelfth
month is omitted because I did not
finish that month in office and sta-
tisticians are not available.

In 1923, 1,413 persons were arrest-
ed on various liquor charges; in 1924
the number totaled 5,757, while in
the eleven monthsg of 1925 9,424 per-
sons were arrested.

What Happens in Court |

What happened to these violators?

In 1923, just 307 of the 1,413
prisoners, about 20 per cent, were
discharged outright, or fined and dis-
charged by the magistrates. In 1924
the number discharged leaped to
2,488, or about 45 per cent of those
arrested, while in 1925, 3.895 were
discharged. Bootlegging, under such

conditions, is rather an ideal busi-

ness,

The others were held by magis-
trates What happened to those?

In 1923 grand juries indicted 760
of the 1,100 Leld. In 1924 they did
better, indicting virtually every pris-
oner. However, in 1925 they re-
turned only 1,696 true bills out of
4,383 submitied them,

Of those finally braught to trial,
595 persons were convicted in 1923;
1,260 in 1924, and 1in the eleven
months of 1925 only 300.

A Dbootlegger thus had about
thirty chances for immunity to the
one chance police had of conviction |
in that last year!

Eighty-Nine Freed

In my last full month in office
162 persons charged with liquor law
violations went to court. Of these,
forty-eight pleaded guilty and were
assessed small fines; twenty-five
stood trial and were found gulilty;
and the remaining eighty-nine stood
trial and weré freed.

It is fitting that in this frank re
cital about our legal officials a word
of credit should be interjected, and
g0 T want to fay that Judge Harry
8, McDevitt! was my “right arm” in
the courts, The success of the pad-
locking procadure was due to his
whole-hearted co-operation,

But there were judges of the op-
posite type, too.

Councilman Pommer, one of Boss
Vare's heelerg, complained to me
one day that we were padlocking all [
the saloons of his boss.

In surprise, T asked *“Does mu‘
\V'are run saloons?”

“‘No,"” said Pommer, “but his friends |
do, and you padlock them, but you |
never padlock the saloons of O'Con-
nor."

Friends Protected
Pommer referred to Magistrate |
Francis X. O'Connor, bitter political |
enemy of Vare.

Again 1 asked, “Does O'Connor
run saloonsg as a slde line?"

Again the answer came that
O'Connor did not, but his friends
did .

I told Pommer T woild be glad to
padlock O'Connor's saloons as well
as Vare's, and Pommer suggested |
that T take the cases to a judge
other than McDevitt,

“Which judge?” T asked,

“Well,” sald Pommer, “I'll see the
boss (Vare) In a few minutes and |
I'll put it up to him.” The following |
day Pommer informed me that 1

FOR BILIOUSNESS,
BLACK-DRAUGHT

Texas Brothers, w'ho Say They
Have Taken Black-Draught, as
Needed, for Over 30 Years,

See No Need to Change.

|
|

Two well known eitizens of ('nrrixnn.'
Texas, are Mr. Aaron S. Fuller and Mr. |
Asa M. Fuller, twin brothers, '

“For fully 30 years I have been a
" fiser of Black-Draught for biliousness,"
says Mr. Aaron §. Fuller, and have
found it so satisfactory that T am more
than pleased to tell others what I think
of it, If I feel bad, don't feel like do-
ing my work, feel dull and stupid, I
take it as a sign of billousness and
right then I take a few good sized doses
of Black-Draught, It seems to cleanse
my whole system and make me feel like
new. After 30 years’ use of 'Black-
Draught, I can say that is the best way
1 know of to keep fit—take Black-
Draught when you feel bad and pretty
soon you'll feel like new.”

And Mr. Asa M. Fuller says, “I have
never taken very much medicine, for 1
never felt 1 needed it But the best
of us get bilious at times and need a
little something to tone us up. 1t was
about 30 years ago that I began taking
Black-Draught when I would get bil-

y ous, and 1 :H\vgxys felt so much better
after taking a few doses and cleansing
my system that I just decided that
Black-Draught was the medicine for
me. I have never had any reason to
change. If I feel the least bit bad, I
take a dose or two of Black-Draught
and after it acts I feel all right ggain.”

should take the cases before Judge
ewis,

Anxious to have the nuisance
abated I took them before that
court, but Lewis did not order any
padlocks,

Lookouts Surprised

When we finally managed to
surprise lookouts on guard at the
St. Regis cafe (one of the most
notorious hang-outs of underworld
characters in the city), and smashed

—

our way in, we arrested Jimmy Irish,

gangster, who was said to be one of
the proprietogs. "

While patrol wagons were bearing
the injured to a hospital (for there
was a terrific fight) and the unin-
jured to police stations, the tele.
phone rang in detective head-
quarters and Magistrate O'Connor
asked the inspector of detectives
whether it couldn’'t be arranged not
to bring Irish to city hall, for Irish
was a good fellow and a good
friend.

I happened to be present (and that
was one of the reasons I made it a
habit to be in the detective bureau
for several hours each night) and,
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A
GIGANTIC
PURCHASE
AND
SALE
FOR

WONDER
DAY

NEW:

SPRING
HATS

Hats that attain a point
in value giving impos-
sible to equal anywhere.

—
Hairbraids—Silks—Ben-
galines — Crepes — Soft
Hemps—all the latest
materials—lovely flower
and ribbon trimmed Hats
— striking embroidered
and novelty models. Ev-
ery desirable style—ev-
ery wanted color and ma-
terial. Models for every
occasion.

$2.14 doesn’t come‘a.ny-
where near the price
you'd pay for one ordi-
narily.

Youthful matron hats—
delightfully styled miss-
es’ hats—Ilarge and small
brim models — medium
effects. Every hat fresh,
new, just unpacked
from its box. Striking
copies of the expensive
styles to the smallest de-
tail.

Tomorrow General Butler will con-
tinue his story of the second year,
of the continued war on vice and
crime.

of course, refused the request, Irish
was brought to a city hall cell, and
O'Connor immediately released him.

The same thing, to a greater or
less degree, was true of other

| magistrates,

Prosecutor Refuses Aid

The district attorney? He refused
to aid the work of law enf rcement.
e declined to assign one of his
aids to my offilce, “because the po-
lice were rotten.”

As to grand juries— ¢

The body of April, 1925, ignored
109 bills and returned 138 true bills
in liquor cases, a record that so
astounded the court and police that
an investigation was ordered.

We found that the dominant mem-
ber of the panel, Barrett, had once
been arrested for selling liquor ille-
gally, and several! times on charges
of disorderly conduct and assault
and battery,

Barrett admitted that once he had
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been sentenced to prison for thirty
days, but because of his political
influence he had been let in through
the front door and taken out the

back door of the prison.
The May grand jury was equally
lax, and when it completed its work

| submitted a statement declaring it

did not believe the public favored
prohibition, and therefore it had ig-
nored many liquor bills.

HELP THEM TODAY

F. M. Platte, Secy. Switchmen’'s
Union, Peorla, Ill., talks: “Two
bottles of Foley Pills removed all
symptoms of my kidney trouble,
stopping backache and pains, dizzi-
ness and floating specks, correcting
irregular kidney action, clearing se-
cretions. Foley Pills have my heart-
iest recommendation.” Months of
cold and damp weather put a heavy
drain on the kidaneys. Help them
today with Foley Pills. No more
backaches, (ull headaches, dizzi-

| ness, tired-out feellng. A quick im-

provement will amply repay you.
Ask your druggist for Foley Pills.
Sold everywhere.—Advertisement,
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I could repeat instances of par-|forcement of the dry laws was not
tiality, hypocrisy and prejudice on |given a fair test in Philadelphia.
the part of the courts to illustrate | (Copyright, 1926, by The Bell Syndi-
contention that

rigorous

cate, Inc.)

pressure,
should be driven out as quickly as possible before
trouble starts.

Unequalized Blood Pressure

Apoplexy, heart failure, kidney trouble

and a number of other disabling and fatal ail- [
ments are quite frequently associated with blood
Poisons in the blood which cause this

The easiest, cheapest and most agreeable way to do
this, is to cleanse your whole system—and keep it
clean—by drinking Mountain Valley Wuater from the
noted Hot Springs, Arkansas. Get full information
and a case today.

Mountain Valley Water

911-913 Massachusetts Ave,

Kitchenkook

Stoves make thei~ own gas
from cheap Zasoline, producing
a clear blue flame free from
smoke, soot or odors. It has no
complicated adjustments, no
wicks or chimneys; burners do
not clog or carbonize. Burners
turn on and off like city gas.
Come in and let us show you
how easily these stoves operate,

Trade in your old oil stove

on one of these new Kitchen-
kook stoves

CHARLES
KOEHRING

878-882 Virginia Ave,
DR exel 1417,
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TRY A WANT AD IN THE TIMES., THEY WILL BRING RESULTS

OUR 14th ANNIVERSARY SALE

COMBINED WITH OUR MONTHLY

" Miller-Wohl

Defines Wonder Day <
as"A Day of Pleasant
Surprises, satis yinﬁ
curiosity; illed wit
marvelous and
wohderful bargains;
«the ultimate inValues.

Dhe Last Thursdzy
of each month is

WONDER DAY~
MILLERWOHL
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at all

STORES / !

New Spring Dresses

VOILE AND STRIPED RAYON

One of the Greatest Values
Ever Offered by
Miller-Wohl

Many With Flared Skirts

and Circular Bottoms

L

8 SPRING COATS

Save!

See
What
You
Save!

T T

Newest Colors.

An Outstanding Value.

LBRIGGAN DRESSES

AND

2-PIECE SUITS

Good Quality Material

All Sizes

You'll .

Want at Least Two of T hese

196 SILK DRESSES

A Real

Value

Snappy Dresses

See
What
You
Save!
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See
Our
Windows

THEMILLER-WOHL (O 5=

£5 EAST WASHINGTON ST

See
Our
Windows

Special for
Tomorrow,
Wonder

Day,
Oniy

New patterns,
the great eastern market,
Just the styles you've been
looking for. Not a pair in
the lot but what is worth far
more than our Wonder Day
price. Hundreds of pairs to
select from,

Cut-Out
Effects and
Novelty
Patterns
Galore

(60)

{ THE MILLER-WOAL Co: }

RES _POR_WONEN ¢

WE
CALL
'EM ¢

WONDER
VALUES

and They Are

'APRIL 28, 1926

direct from

Trimmed
Straps and
Pumps




