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A CHARACTER WITNESS

When a man is on trial, he calls in his friends

as character witnesses, if he finds that he needs
them,

Quite naturally the close assoclates of any man
know the most about him.

In the present campaign for renomination the
best friend of Senator James Watson is the Indi-
News. It is his character witness. It is,
something else, too.

That newspaper is urging the voters of the Re-
publican party to again nominate Watson, and is
pleading that he is a real statesman, a great leader,
an invaluable public servant.

But there are those who remember that in the
not distant past, that same newspaper had an en-
tirely different idea of the qualifications and the abill-
ties of Watson.

For nearly a quarter of a century, it has been al-
luding very frequently to phases of his public life
which were anything but commendable, to talents
that have nothing at all to do with leadership or
statesmanship.

It is not too much to say that during that twenty-
five years of constant revelation of the weaknesses
of Watson, the Indianapolis News did much to cre-
ate that almost universal distrust of him which fis
expressed in public meetings and in private conver-
gations in every part of the State.

When he is defeated for the nomination in May,
if he is defeated, it will be because the people of the
State know him as a politician who has never hesi.
tated to sacrifice the public good for his own political

anapolis
perhaps,

expedients.

The News found Watson a foe of prohibition in
July of 1924, when in an editorial concerning the re-
moval of Bert Morgan prohibition director, it
declared that it was a victory “not for prohibition
but for politics.” In other words, the dry forces
were told that Senator Watson had imperiled their
cause to satisfy his own purpose.
opinion of the News at that time

as

Here was the
of Watson:

“In dropping Bert Morgan, who was prohibition
enforcement officer for Indiana, the mafn idea seems
to be to please Senator Watson. The Senator has
M n’'s scalp for a long time and now
he has it. It s a great victory-—not for prohibition,
for politics. Indiana has just been picked out
as a conspicuous example of one State where some-
thing of an effort was being made to enforce the law.
in return for this the man responsible for it is told

been after

but

y resign, and not one word of praise is given to him.”
Perhaps the News was joking-——and perhaps not
awhen it followed with the comment that “Some of
Jim Watson’s valiant friends must have been caught
in one of Morgan's raids.”
No suggestion of statesmanship here. Merely
e picture of a Senator using his influence to avenge
oetleggin

yubt as to what th

g friends.

he prosecution of

e ¢ be any d Indianapolis

e

News then thought of Wat ideal of publie
office s another editori from its issue
of July 17, 1924:

“ACC ling to the nationa] commissioner of pro-
hibitlon, Roy A. Haynes, no charges have ever
been filed against Bert A. Morgan, v:v'n“"lw'iun agent

Indiana, who is regarded as an eflicient offi
Nevert! 8, Morgan must go. Whether he has or
has not administered 1 office properly does not
appear to be cor lered With the politiclans ti
juestion i hether M 1 has the ight” attitude
:,r‘»]i!ihwfl}‘ I'he n v s talked of as Morgan's
uecs is said to be q d, but primarily he is
regarded ¢ We n i would appear
to be sufficient qualif o1 ds of the Wat

yn politicians Fle 1 be a friend of
State Chairma Walb, 1 regards an
interest in patrc 3 an important part of his job.
Perhaps it i but ere would appear to be enough
to do t Ve in mar x the campaign.

“Of course, appoint nts to State and Federal
positions should be considered on the basis of merit.
Morgan, according to reports, is to be put out of the
way in Ind the guise of a promotion that will
keep hin ling. Next the politicians presume
will attem pick the right (Watson) kind of dis
trist atto to succeed Elliott and the right (Wat-
son) kind of judge td succeed Anderson.”

Well, Judge Anderson has gone. In the north
ern part of the State the Federal judge would feel
insulted wer ny ot ) suggest that he is not using
all his influence to renominate Watson

This the testimony of the chief character
witness for Wa n

It is the evidence given when there was no rea-
son to taint it with suppression or adulterate it with
imagination.

Has Wa 1 changed his entire character and
viewpoint sinec he suddenly ceased to

be the master j nd become the super states-

irge bheing made day after
Watson and his new
political hierarchy in this
and distribute

hat

its officials

its offices should 1 ered
WELL, WHY NOT?

Now comes a very unusual suggestion m“l_' be-
cause it is unusual, one which will probably not be
adopted

A law studying the defects of our legal sys-
tem, has the temerity to suggest that there be added
to the constitution of every State a provision that
every law be auomatically repealed at the end of

twenty-five years.

ast a practical way to keep the law
books from being cluttered with statutes which are
made obsolete by changed conditions of life,

The laws of Indiana contain a number of pro-
visions which belong to the museum or the: joke
columns.

Every city has ordinances that would raise a
laugh were they to be brought to public-attention,
and yet they.gtand as laws, dug up on occasion by
some vindictive person to furnish an excuse for
venting his spite.

Every condition of living has changed in the
last twenty-five years.

In the old days, there were lawg and ordinances
controlling and regulating hitching posts in the center
of cities and the manner in which horses could be
driven along ecity streets.

Toddy attention is directed to the autdmobile

Here is at I

3 BOrVOQ

and, within twenty-five years, in all probability, the
people will be more concerned with the airplane than
with the auto.

The old provision that the poll tax could be
paid by a day's work on the public roads was a good
law when it was passed. Today roads are built
by machinery.

If the habits and customs have changed, the
viewpoint of the people on many questions has
changed quite as radically and completely,

Occasionally the old blue lawa are evoked in
communities under some special stress. Most of
them would be refused a hearing before any State
Legislature if it were proposed to enact them as new
laws.

If we are to keep pace with the spirit of the
times and make laws fit the actual thought, pur-
poses and enlightened conscience of a new day, it is
more than foolish to have obsolete laws remain as
a drag upon progress.

There seems to be more than sense in the sug-
gestion that all laws lose their effect after a term
f years. The laws which fit conditions can be
)assed agaln. The dead will be permitted to bury
ts dead under such a system.

THE PRESIDENT AND THE
FARMER
President Coolidge at Chicago last December
suggested that the American farmer shouldn't ask
the Government to help him out of his distress. He

should lift himself up by his own bootstraps, the |

President, in effect, intimated.

The President got a lot of criticism for that |

speech,
But it may be the criticism wasn't entirely
justified. For the President has been demonstrat

ing ever since December that it is quite possible to
lift oneself by one's bootstraps. He has been doing
it. He has been lifting himself out of the hole that
speech put him in.
Conditions haven't
hasn't ﬂmnpm!.

changed. Economle law
But Coolidge has.® e has lifted
himself several pegs higher in the estimation of the
farmers. It is a long step from that speech to the
present farmer rellef bill, drawn by his Secretary of
Agriculture and having the President's support. [t
is a still longer step from the speech the President
made at the opening of the present
which he said:

“They (the farmer) do not wish to have med-
dling on the part of the Government or to be placed
under the inevitable restrictions involve
tem of direct or indirect

Congress, in

d in any sys-
price-fixing, which would
permit the Government_to operate in the agricultural
markets.”

Just how far the President has lifted himself
from this position 18 made clear by a dispatch from
The Times Washington bureau, on another page,
analyzing the present status of farm rellef legisla.
tion.
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IS EUGENE V. DEBS A
CITIZEN?

By Gilson Gardner=————————

ritles are plainly averse to a legal
ion whether Iugene V. Idebs has

his citizenship. They however

been depriy
have to face it

Wh
where
opini

! Debs was releared from Atlanta penitentiary
served thirty-two months for expressing his
about our going into the war, he was granted

commutation of sentence, not a pardon. A p
‘\I“Al“'l have restored rights of citizenship.
then to ¢

ms

rdog
He declineq
sk for a pardon and he declines now to 1 <

1 , ta r the position that he never v ite
3 tl fore, there is nothing to ask pardon
for [
The matter is not important so far as the peace of
mind or physical well-being of Mr. Debs is concerned
There is no intentlon to question Debs! tgp re
tur om Bermuda where, with Mrs. De o, <

seeking health

irge of immigration enforcement,

been any question as to Debs’
sermuda. There
lements the

says there v

sht to re
a presidential proclamation which
so-called “‘quota act”
residents of the United States may visit Can

1
and

arby island without passports, and
reference to the immigration acts

What, then, are the ‘“rights of citizenship” of
which Debs is supposed to have been deprived? Par-
don Attorney Finch, who has served thirty years
specialist in these lines for many succe eding
general, says, “Debs lost no civil rights
Federal law by reason of his conviction.
pirobable that he did lose, indirectly, by
of the law of the State of Indiana, certain civil rights,
chief of which {s the right to hold office, which may or
may not include the right to vote.”

It is this uncertainty as to “umzenship rights"” in
general that friends of Debs and of civil liberty want
cleared up. Under what law or provision of the Con-
stitution does a man lose his “‘citizenship” or his right
to vote or hold office by conviction under a Federal
statute?

This question has been adfressed by Morris Hill-
quit of New York to Attorney General Sargent with
special reference to the Debs case. At the office of the
Attorney General it reported that no such letter
hns been noted. I(‘erluinl)' Mr. SBargent has dictated
no reply. This is not surprising, as Mr. Donovan is
the real attorney general and Mr. Sargent has a child-

under

It is

the

is

like absence of information as to all matters pertain- |

ing to his office. Mr. Donovan is the antithesis of
Mr. Sargent, but he is ignorant officially also of the
Debs controversy,

A writ may bring the matter into court.

In Congress a bill has been introduced by Victor
Berger to ‘“re-admit Debs to all the rights and privi.
leges of a citizen of the United States.”

“Depriving Mr. Debs of a right to vote is no prac-
tlcal hardship on Mr. Debs,” said M$. Berger. ‘“Debs
can be candidate for President when he is still in Jail
and can receive the endorsement of hundreds of thou-
sands of his fellow citizens. If elected President it is
likely the law would be altered, which might stand in
the way of his taking the office. But, after all, the mat-
ter is very important as a matter of principle. We
want t6 know by what right it is assumed that a
political prisoner is deprived of any of his rights for
exercisthg his plain constitutionalu rights.

“I have no doubt that the time will come in this
country when it will be regarded as an honor to have
had the experience Debs had. In England there are
twenty-thres members of the present Parliament who
wartime tences in prison. They have or-
‘their “jailbird club and held thely regular an.
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problem approaches solution. The
| majority faction of the board, it
| 1s sald, wviews favorably the
‘ suggestion that the new s€¢hool to
| accommodate 1,800 pupils, instead
‘ originally planned, be
on the Thirty-Fourth St.
d a system of junior high

of 2,600 as
erected

site, an

schools be started.
That seems to he an excellent
solution of the dispute. Why

didn't someone think of it sooner?

Educational authorities general-
ly agree that more effective work
is done in high schools with less

than 2,500 pupils. So more and
smaller high schools would im-
prove our schaggl system if not
add such improvementg to our
city skyline,

W. M. Alken, a prominent St,

T.ouis educator, in a speech in In-

dianapolis some n ths ago,

| stated that the ideal rh school

should not have an enrollment ex-
ceeding 1,000,

How far Indilanapolls high

schools at present fall short of
that ideal!

Arsenal Tech sprawls all over a
township. It has an enrollment
of 5,000 or more. It is not a high
school. It {8 an educatlonal city.
Principal Milo H. Stuart, has
never seen his entire student
gathered together at one time,
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AND CRIME
Men who are ell educated do
not ¢ n crime ac 1 y
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\t least it seer
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graduate of
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vester-

wer,
Kansas Uni

V. a star
arrested in
with holding up a restaurant.
! yesterday the bandit

the sensational
| mall robbery,
£37.000 in

athlete,
New

York

And
staged
Harbor
in which he obtained

\','h(!
Indiana

currency, was ap-
prehended and confessed. He was
a “high school graduate, an in-
terscholastic football star.

And vesterday Chicago police
arrested a radio hurglar, who in a
shert  career had  ‘stolen radio
equipment and jewelry, totaling
several hundreds of thousands in
value, from Chicago homes. He

was a graduate of Wisconsin Uni-
versity, he said.

| No doubt erime
deterent. A well educated man is
likely to feel the economic urge to

education is a

steal, But if we were all college
graduates, crimes would still be
committed. w
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'ON THE

|MOVE

Dr. Ralph W. Stockman, promi-
nent New York preacher, in a re-
cent Indianapolis address, deplores
the nomadie tendency of Amer-
icans. He thinks we move around
too much. “In New York city,” he
said, “people are moving anfaver-
age of once every two years.”

According to him, the natlon
would be better ' off if people
stayed in one place long enough
to develop ‘“local loyalties.”

" 'We don't dispute

- ]

-
) .
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ROY W. HOWARD, President. ] L either move or pay rent. Who
BOYD GURLEY, Editor. WM. A. MAYBORN, Bus. Mgr. A SMALLER can blame them for moving? But
Member of the Beripps-Howard Newspaper Alliance ® ® ® Client of the United Press and the NEA Service HIGH SCHOOL whether the nomadic tendency of
¢ & ¢ Member of the Audit Bureanu of Circulations. our population is to be deplored

The Shortridge High School is debatable.

It is undoubtedly true that we
are restless rovers, Familles don't
stay put. Sons and daughters
move to other towns and States
and it is an unusual family tree
that, in two or three generations
doesn’t have its branches in a doz-
en sections of the country. One
of the surest ways to get your plec-
ture in the paper is to live fifty
years {n the house in which you
were born. However if it wasn't
for Hoosiers who have left their
home State and fared Torth Florida
and Callfornia would yet be undis-
covered. If it hadn't been for the
venturesome rovers who left their
old homes on the Atlantic seaboard
and moved west, Indiana would
never have been settled. If Chris-
topher Columbus had stayed in
Genoa cultivating “local loyalties”
he wouldn't have bumped into
America.

The very nomadic instinet that
is deplored is what settled anq de
veloped this country,

Perhaps our fallure to settle in
some locality and vegetate has
rubbed off some of our moral
luster, as a people, and withered
some of the beautiful flowers of
stable family life where genera-
tion succeeds generation in' the
same locality. But because we are
on the move weo have a single,
, homogenous nation from
coast to coast instead of forty-
eight with forty-eight sets of ani-
mosities and dialects.

THE
VERY IDEA!

By Hal Cochran

¥

Illinois furnishes eight

while Ontario supplies the
aerial

perfection, “The

Wards,"

A Tale o’ Tots

what's the r

“Aw, use of cleanin’ |the

iren say.

of

ninth.

women members there are seven | Peze
young men, the entire company be-

v of “\:‘i"‘: I“‘:;\I“ ing members of the Ward family.
claim ya The
to me it's
soap an’ seasons and will all be with the

Many Beauties and a Circus Clown

the |show when it comes to this city on
young women shown {n the pyramid, | Friday, April 30,

Their performance is unquestion-

They are members of the acme of ;ﬂmY the most daring and sensation-
Flying | &l of all eerial achievements, calling
know as the greatest tra- for utmost skill and sureness of eye.
peze act in the world. Aside from |FEddle Ward, long famous as a tra-

athlets, heads the troupe.
Mayme Ward, his wife, shown at
the lower right, i{s the only woman
[in the world, who while blindfolded

have been connected with the |,n4q bound in a gunny sack does &
Sells-Floto circus for a number of |double somersault in mid-air to a

caich,

Questions
and
Answers

You can get an answer Lo any ques
tion of fact or information by writing
to The 1 napolis Washington
Burean New York Ave., Washing

losir

ents iu stamps
1l and
n nor ca

marital
extended

taken | other

ive a personal reply.

Ur d req ts cannot be answered,
All letters are confidential —Editor.

How can the colors of a Wilton
rug that have become dull be made
bright again?

One way is to sprinkle salt at one
end and sweep it the length of the
rug. Another way s to use a
vacuum cleaner. Still  another
method 18 to wipe the rug with a
cloth dampened with water to which
household ammonia has been added,
about two tablespoons to a quart of
warm water,

When and why was the United
States Shippng Board created?

It was created by act of Congress
approved Sept. 7, 1918, for the pum
pose of developing and creating 8
naval auxillary and naval reserve
and merchant marine to meet the
requirements of the commeroce of
the United States with its territories
and possessions and with forelgn
countries; to regulate carriers by
water engaged in foreign and in»
terstate commerce of the United
States and for other purposes. It ig
an independent establishment of the
executlve branch of the Governmeng
composed of seven memberms.

What 1s sea kale?

A perennial plant of the family
Cruciferae, native to European seas
coasts. Its blanched sprouts are
eaten like asparagus It {s empe-
clally popular in England, and is
grown elsewhere to a limited extent,
Generally it {s propagated by/ off.
sets of cuttings of the roots and
sometimes from seed.

Did Barbara La Marr finish the
picture “The Girl from Monte
martre,” on which she was working
just before her death?

No. Lolita Lee, Miss La Marr'g
double, replaced the star in the leads
ing role near the end of the photo«
graphy.

Our Low Prices Are the Result of Quantity Purchases—NOT Low Quality ws
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EMEMBER!!

Our Merchandise is Guaranteed. Our Service is
Guaranteed, and our Motto, “YOU MUST BE
SATISFIED,” stands behind every article you
purchase from CONSUMERS.

TUBES GIVEN WITH ALL CORD TIRES

First Quality

Fisk Cord

1st Quality

30x3Y;

$10.35

Tube Included

30x3
$5.95
Gillette

Arco

30x3,

FABRICS

U. S. Royal
Cord
29x4.40

$15.90

1st Quality

$6.95
AUBURN

Flirst Quality

Slightly Blemished

32x4

First Quality
Cord

Cords
ceeer e $10.50

FISK
29x4.40

$15.90

1st Quality

30x3%%
$7.95

ARCO

301 North Delaware Street

WE DO NOT SACRIFICE QUALITY FOR PRICE

Consumers Tire Co.

LIncoln 6063

NEA Service, Inc.)

Open Monday, Wednesday and Friday Evenings Until 8:30 P. M.

WATCHES, DIAMONDS on the EASIEST CREDIT TERMS

Ladies’ or Gents’
18-K. Solid
White Gold Ring

Set with
diamond of rare
beauty, the mount-
fjng being hand
carved in the very
newest design—

18

60c Down—50c a Week

LADY YORK WRIST WATCHES

a genuine

&
\

OPEN

s
43-45 Sout

SATURDAY EVENINGS

ESTABLISHED

1910

$5 CHAIN GIVEN
AWAY WITH EACH

17-Jeweled High-
Grade World Famous

ILLINOIS WATCH

in a Handsome White
or Yellow Gold
*Filled Case

50c DOWN-—300 A WEEK

of

Can be obtalned In 3
new and distinet
shapes, the cases being
white gold filled and
hand engraved.

500 DOWN—
60c A WEEK

$

12

exqulsite
Speclally priced—

This 15-Jewelled Elgin Watch

design.

and

tee.

RITE’

JE

Ladies’ WRIST WATCH

LTSN

This beautiful ladies’
wrist watch in haad-
some hand engraved
white gold-filled case
carrying
usual Rite guaran-

the

500 Down—300o & Week




