
‘GIMME RELIGION’
SUPPLANTS PRAYER

We Beg of God After Begging From Everyone Else Fails,
Declares Preacher Flaying Modern Worship.

By Leon M. Siler
.VF.A Service Writer

NEW YORK, Dec. 18.—The aver-
age praying American has a bad
case of the "gimmies.” He is but a
professional beggar. His prayer Is

but a ‘‘column of wants.”
And the average praying Ameri-

can, thinks the Rev. C. Everett Wag-
ner, minister of the West Side
Methodist Episcopal Church of New
York City, ought to be ashamed of
himself—particularly at Christmas
time.

Worse yet, charges the Rev. Wag-
ner, too many of us fail to pay God
the compliment of asking Him first
for the material blessings we think
we need.

"We beg,” Observes the pastor
caustic" ly, "from nearly everybody

on earth, and then as a last recourse,
we beg from the Almighty. And it
surely must make the Almighty feel
humiliated.”

Age of Artificiality

In an age of artificiality, with
home life, neighborliness, emphasis
on character and numerous other
of life’s “finer things” toppling into
the discard, the submerging of
prayer’s rightful spirit is seen by
the smilingly candid clergyman as
one of humanity’s most hurtful ten-
dencies.

Checking of this tendency he re-
gards as a source of humanity’s
greatest spiritual hope.

“Begging from God,” he cites, “is
A- thing that the vilest of the vile
can do. To appreciate God Is an
achievement.

"The Bible narrates an occasion

PUN SERVICES
BEFORE EASTER
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Chicago Pastor Will Be in
Charge of Series.

Dr. Frederick N. Shannon, Chicago
Central Congregational Church pas-

tor, will conduct noonday pre-Easter
services at Keith’s Theater March
1-10, it has been announced.

Evangelism is stressed in the an-

nual series conducted by the Church
Federation. Dr. Ernest N. Evans,
secretary, said Dr, Shannon is a
speaker of ability.

Training classes for workers lead-
ing up to the Easter evangelistic
campaign will be conducted by Dr.
Martin E. Anderson Jan. 11-16 at
Roberts Park Methodist Church. The
Rev. Thomas W. Grafton, Third
Christian Church pastor, the evan-
gelistic chairman, asked pastors to
name leaders to attend the classes.

when ten persons went to Jesus to
ask for something. He gave all
of them what they asked. Only
one of the ten stopped long enough

to thank Him. ,

“That proportion is a cross-sec-
tion of human life today. We praise
about one-tentl# as much as we
should, and we do nine-tenths too
much begging.”

The prayer of praise and thanks-*
giving is the prayer conceived by
Rev. Wagner as most appropriate
to the code of true Christianity.

Gratitude Forgotten
But in modernity’s knee-bending

repertoire, gratitude to God is un-
thought of. It has been loßt in* the
twentieth century shuffle.

If there is a distinction between
the mendicant who stands on the
street corner, extending his hands
in supplication to all who pass by.
and the one who kneels in church or
home and begs alms from the Divine,
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Writ!., De.b, $19.75
Spinet desk style, finished in
dull rubbed mahogany. A
pleasing Christmas gift.

$19.75

Davenport Table, $14.75
Substantial davenport table
in the new fluted leg design.
Hardwood construction
throughout. l Nicely finished.

$14.75

II

Bridge Lamp
Georgette pleated shade and
polychrome base. Regularly
sells for $15.00. Special

$9.75

The outstanding living room
bargain in the store. Just
think of it. Three pieces of
high grade Jacquard VelourUpholstered Furniture at

$129.50

Complete Line of
Gents’ Furnishings Shoes
Sheepskin Coats Breeches
Leather Vests Blankets
Leather Putts Pea Coats
Flannel Shirts Overalls

Sweaters
AT LOWEST PRICES'

Guaranteed Values
Quick Bervlce

Courteous Treatment.

Underselling Store
M Wnt MturyUnd

Watch Oar gatardaor Special*,
Open Saturday Until B p. m.

Bj Special Holiday Sailing*
II * Foe Chrlatma. IN.w Year’. (H
f Dec. 18, 23, ZS and 2* '

Sailings Twice Weakly
Vie Palatial, Twin-Screw Steamere
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CUT THIS
COUPON

OUT
Bring it with you and
receive a pair of beau-
tiful Christmas candles
without extra charge
with a purchase of
$2.00 or over.*
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Rev. Wagner Is unable to perceive it.
And the pastor-critic’s formula

for prayer freed of modernity’s 1m
proprieties?

“Go to God," he responds, “as
you telephone a friend. For prayer
should link us with God in unsei
fish companionship.

“Pray with a God-centered mind,
not a self-centered one.

"For the Divine that is working
every hour of the day and night in
both individual lives and in so
ciety. we should pray thankfully.

"Reverse the percentages of the
characteristics of most of our pray
era today—lo per cent praise and
thanksgiving, 90 per cent ’gimme’— I
and the world will regain its slip
ping hold on right ideals, sound val-
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NEVER BEFORE At THIS SEASON HAVE
PRICES ON CHRISTMAS GOODS BEEN

, SLASHED AS LOW AS THE FOLLOWING

CEDAR CHESTS
Our tremendous stock will Cedar Chests are moth-
interest you. Surely no proof and bugproof.
better gift could be An ornamental piece
selected than a gen- * /jHWof furniture for
uine Term essee /gpplLi Jip) any home. Any
Red Cedar I chest selected
Chest. See our j|S|isr Kq // \V sold on easy
special at— iCF )f/ terms. Ask to
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SEE OUR SPECIAL GROUP
of FLOOR LAMPS

s’l 0.75 All Silk Shade t*| 0.75I m - Lamps Complete 7 1

We have selected from our tremendous stock a group of Silk Georgette Shade
Lamps with mahogany and polychrome bases to sell at this a mp
astounding low price. No lamp in the group was regularly $ | J
priced less than S2O. Some as high*as $28.50. All must go at.. X

PRISCILLA SEWING
CABINET

42-PIECE SET OF
DINNERWARE

*9=

THEWiUB
FURNITURE COMPANY

414-418 East Waahington Street
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net and flawless standard* of con-
duct.

"Whan our prayer# are merely
begging in sanctimonious guise, we

ought to feel disgusted with our-
‘•erven."

’EM
* €T

4°°* 'Em ov**
Christmas Gifts

MERCHANTS HEAT & LIGHT CO.
“DAYUCHT CORNER”

!
Coxwell Chair

Upholstered in genuine Ital-
ian Jacquard covered arms.
Luxurious. A beautiful gift.

$39.50

A Tea Cart for Her
She will prize this graceful
Tea Cart, both for its beau-
ty and Its usefulness. It is
finished in waxed mahogany.
The wheelß are rubber-tired.
The glass top tray is remov-
able.

$29.75

Martha Washington
Sewing Cabinet

Large, roomy cabinet fin-
nished in dull waxed mahog-
any.

$12.95

USE YOUR CREDIT

Gateleg Table
Well-made and finished. This
table has exceptionally heavy
turned legs.

CUT THIS
COUPON

OUT
Bring it with you and
receive a pair of beau-
tiful Christmas candles
without extra charge
wtv.h a purchase of
$2.00 or over.
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Saturday—-A Timely
Arrival of

New Millinery
Featuring all the Latest Colors,

Materials and Shapes

/ Js.J

Felts in Pastel Colorings
Advance spring colors

$5
are being shown In these s' "v

C\ f\ new felts, as are many / \\
111 I new shapes. The Gigolo AN VJ

• V/ crown Is one of the many y
:====== new features to be seen.

In pink pearl, pollgnac,
blue-lavender, ye 11 o w
daisy, love-bird green.
phantom red, Italian blue
and a galaxy of high col- v/
ora- ■ ■■

Trimmed Hats of
Silk Faille and Bengaline

To add pleasantness
to dull wintry days,
what oould bo more j

/*\ p* appropriate than
(1W these high colored /-”•

w ■ # J silk faille and benga-
, y line hata< Here are Kfcyy .. WJfas—rHrr hundreds of shapes y

0 ■ and colors to choose TV A
T l from, In both large [ s/7

and small head sizes,
and at the exception- *

ally low price of $3.95. hT

Advance Spring Models
Trimmed with a

touch of straw her*
there, these ad- wamd f\

vance harbingers of I
• V/

y spring are Irresistible '

life to milady's taste. New ■
IllfS’fk shaP® B- n®w colors, fe J
llnii*_ AJ and many new added

-ouc^es are to be seen.

Chic “Swanky” Felts and
Popular “Charleston” Hoods
“Swanky" felt Is everything that the

name Implies. When worn It gives that .

swaaky, swagger look.' These are wonder- Q* QITful values for this price. | V/“Charleston, Charleston”—Everyone Is x I * V
doing it and wearing the new “Charleston I —g
Hood.” A hat that is close fitting, yet light %

In weight and trimmed with a cluster of
grapes; made of the better kind of smooth,
lustrous finish felt. *
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Pre-Holiday Clear-a-way
of Children's Hats

(INCLUDED ARE 300 KID. STEDB AND LEATHERETTE HATE.)

tAn opportunity for
every parent to save as
unusual amount of moneyf"X Hw
in the purchase of the kid- ■ ■ |
dies’ hats and Just before
Xmas too! You will find M
hats that sold as high as W 0and down to $1.95 V J
Many colors. Many shapes
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j
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