
JOANNA
Beautiful JOANNA MANNERS, clerk,

is summoned by HARKNESS. the buy-
er. to appear before her employer. Mr.
Gr&ydon, who delivers an overwhelming
message. Someone whose identity she
is not to know ha- n

,w "

on deposit at the Metropolitan Bank
subject to her personal check. Gray-
don convinces her “there axe no strings
tied to the proposition.' anu nas mi
chauffeur take her to the banker. An-
drew Eggleston. Graydon’s old friend.

That evening, when Joanna hopes to
talk confidentially with JOHN. her
fiancee, she finds also the eloquent and
wealthy FRANCIS BRANDON. her
banker's nephew, waiting in the draw-
ing-room. Brandon departs, after being
assured of a later engagement.

Joanna promises toshare her fortunes
with John, but he will not believe her
story and departs with coldness.

At a brilliant social affair. Brandon
introduces her to YVONNE COUNTANT.
famous society divorcee, whose partner.
Roddy Kenilworth, rich, romantic idler,
admits he will try his hand for Joanna.
He knows Brandon is the one thing
Yvonne desires that she hasn't got.

Joanna learns from her ehum. Geor-
gia that John is willing to apologize
since speaking with Eggleston. She
sends a note. , .

.

Joanna goes to live with Yvonne,
where she meets IX)RD TEDDY DOR-
MINSTER.

Ry H. L Gates
CHAPTER XIV

Across the Threshold
|OTH Joanna and Lord Teddy

were startled by Vvonne’s
peal of laughter.

“Now, Teddy, you know what
everybody thinks when you’re
around,’’ she declared. “You must
really make up an answer some
time.” Turning to Joanna she in-
formed her: “He’s not always so
bad-mannered, you know. I fancy
you’ll get along famously. I’ll pre-
sent him as Lord Dorminster, but
you must just call him Teddy—it
fits him better.” To the man, who
struck Joanna as something of an
overgrown youth, she added: “This
Is my new protege, one I’m going to
be very fond of—Miss Manners.
After awhile you’ll be calling her
Joanna.”

Lord Teddy was all embarrassment
and contrition. “Oh, I say!" he
fumbled, “I thought it would be
someone who—ah—you were having
to sing, or dance, or do something

like that, you know, tomorrow night,
perhaps! Didn’t know she was a
friend. Sorry, terribly!”

Joanna, who had scant ideas of
what one does at a meeting with a
lord, even a Teddy sort of one, scram-
bled desperately for what she would
have termed, concisely, the right

come-back. She was disturbed, too,
by that apology for supposing her
as one who had come to sing, or to
dance, “or.something like that.” It
implied something she didn’t know
what, but something, about her that
wasn’t as it should be. Yvonne shot
a frown at Dorminster and went to
her rescue.

“Run along, now, Teddy,” she
commanded. "There’s tea or alco-
hol, whichever you prefer, in the
garden. You know everybody in
there. Miss Manners will remem-
ber, anyhow, that you were perfectly
in earnest, despite your rudeness.”

He wanted to add something to
his apology, to straighten It out, but
Yvonne bustled him off unceremo-
niously. To Joanna she said:

“He’s a dear, is Teddy. He fol-
lows me around the world. He says
wherever I am some husband’s wife
needs consolation and it his duty to
be on hand. And he declares he’s
perfectly sincere about it.”

She talked on, saying things that
were meaningless to Joanna, the
obvious things that had to do with
the beginnings of anew friendship,
and the prospects of a “jolly” time
for the girl in anew life. A trim,
lace-aproned and white head-dressed
maid answered Yvonne’s summons
and replied to her mistress’s ques-
tion that Miss Manners’ apartment
was in order.

“I’ve a little bedroom and a cozy
sitting room for you, not too far
from my own,” Yvonne explained.”
“I hope you will be no end com-
fortable.”

* * *

i * | T A finger touch a gold panel
I ZV I in the wall of the reception
ULaal hall slid back, disclosing a
tiny gilt elevator of the kind that
is automatic. The maid followed
them into the lift and pushed the
buttons that sent it climbing to an
upper floor. Joanna was strangely
tremulous. She wanted to say bright
things to the older woman who was
ushering her into these new and
luxuriant surroundings, but her
mind was in an uneasy turmoil.
“Why was everything happening as
it was? So naturally, so swiftly, so
smoothly? Should she trust herself
to Yvonne Coutant?”

She stole a glance at the woman
who stood so close to her, and com-
prehended her extraordinary fascina-
tion, the hair that was as black as
vulcanite, the magnolia-white face
contrasting sharply with the two
luminous black eyes, and the lips
that were full and red without the
exaggerations of lip stick contours.
The fear that vibrated through her
at times with Brandon the in-
dubitable fear that seemed so un-
reasonable, gripped her for a second.
Then her thoughts flashed to what
Teddy Dorminster had said in the
room downstairs: “A singer, or a
dancer, or something like that?”

What was there wrong about her?
She had put on her grey tailleur and
the mink coat. And her smart, gray
cloche hat was from a famous ave-
nue shop. Did she still remind one
of the silk counter? And If she did,
what of it? Weren’t the imitations
of the silk counter all right? Cer-
tainly there had been no girl in her
merry, go-as-fast-as-you-can-withoi.it,
skidding crowd, who could profess
to cause men’s wives to need con-
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soaltion because of them. But, of
course, Yvonne had ncrt been serious!
It was just a manner of talk; the
small talk she would have to learn.

All of these things flashed through

the girl’s agile mind while the tiny
gold elevator lifted from the first
floor to the third. When the car
had stopped, and the maid had slid
open the narrow grilled door and
stepped out, Joanna had dispersed
her doubts with a determined wave
of confidence. The arrogance came
back into her eyes and to her lips.
“She’d get on, or she’d take an dw-
ful wallop trying!"

It was difficult for “Miss Twenty-

Seven” to understand, for a time,
that the exquisite miniature drawing
room, rose shaded and satin hung,
with windows looking down upon an
open garden, was too be exclusively
her’s. With John, through such eve-
nings as she had consented to stay
in with him, she had planned, or,
rather, listened to him plan, the
house that he would some day build
for themselves. They had endowed
this dream house with many idle
fancies, but in her vision there had
been no such splendors as the "lit-
tle” room, with its rose bedroom and
canopied bed beyond the softly
draped doors, which Yvonne had
prepared for her. And Yvonne was
saying:

“You will want your own maid,
of course. But I haven't engaged

one. You will want to engage her
yourself. I fancy Walker can send
you a collection of them—he has a
way of producing them when they're
needed. I shall advise a French girl,
or an English one. The first will
be more skilfull, the other more
loyal.”

Joanna couldn’t stifle her laugh,
“You’ll have to tell me what to do
with a maid,” she explained. Then
something like a phantom of tears
hovered suddenly In the deep brown
eyes. "You know, I feel terribly
alone,” she said, “and terribly afraid
—of myself, I mean.”

* * *

SVONNE swept the girl’s face
with a quick glance. She
spoke quietly to the maia

who fluttered about the room. The
maid went out, closing the door be
hind her. To Joanna Yvonne said:
“Come and sit down,” She indicated
the divan beside her. “If you'd like
one there’s cigarets in the box on
the tabouret. I think I’ll have one
too.” Before she spoke again she
drew a contemplative puff and
allowed the smoke to curl slowly

from her lips. Joanna watched her
silently. Her first words were ab-
rupt.

“There are a great many people
who enjoy themselve3 talking about
me,” she said. “And some of them
take an especial delight in talking

in whispers. What do you know
of me?”

These were tactics that would not
disconcert Joanna. She was too
accustomed to making sudden at-
tacks herself, or defending them.
“Only what everybody knows,” she
replied, frankly. "We read about
you, you know, and your pictures
always are in the newspapers. I’ve
thought more of you than I ever did
of a motion picture star, and that's
a lot.”

“Why?”
This was more difficult. The girl

hesitated, faltered. Again Yvonne's
voice, clear, bell-like, clipped the one
word:

“Why?”
“I think,” Joanna ventured, “it’s

because you make people talk about
you. Wherever you go, and what-
ever you do, people talk about it. It: s
being famous and, besides, being fa-
mous yourself, not for what you do.
And you have such a wonderful
round of pleasures!”

Yvonne contemplated ner clgaret
again, following the lazy drifting of
its wraith of smoke. "No,” she said,
“that is not the reason you have been
interested In me; and it is not the
reason you were so willing to come
to me, when I invited you.” A smile
suddenly played at her mouth and
she nodded at the girl on the divan
beside her. "Is it?” she insisted.

Joanna smiled back at her. "No, I
don’t think it is, altogether,” she
•'Treed brightly, “but that is as close
as I can put it into words. You see,
all my life, that is, since I’ve been
alone, and making my own way, I’ve
had to fight hard to keep up with
the crowd. I’ve wanted things that
cost money, and I’Ve wanted things
that you can’t have, or enjoy, when
you’re skimped. The things you
need to make a show. The best I
could ever do was owe somebody In-
stallments on a dress or a wrap or
my shoes, an 1 keep my eyes open for
runs in my stockings. I’ve looked
all right, and I’ve laughed a lot, but
things have always happened to
make me cry, too.”

Again that bell-like voice of the
elder girl clipped off a question:
"What, for example?”

Joanna studied a moment, her eyes
looking out into the room. “They
were such little things,” she pro-
tested; “things you wouldn’t un-
derstand.”

"I think I would understand,”
Yvonne persisted.

“But you wouldn’t,” Joanna ar-
gued. “One like you simply couldn’t.
I’ve cried my fool eyes out, often,
because some ■ man—some boy, I
•liked, wouldn’t stay square. And
I’ve had nobody to talk anything
over with. Mostly, people who are
worth while to talk to, make me
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tired—l mean, they don't know.
When I cut my hair they thought

I cut off my morals, and if I go off
alone on a party they think I ought
to be 'in a harem. When they tell
me I don’t act like the girls of yes-
terday I have to say who cares a
hang about yesterday when there's
so many todays, and then I’m told
I'm just plain had. Once in a while
I get so cut up about it that I have
to have a cry.” She thought she
finished lamely. She smiled a little
at the futility of her explanations.
But Yvonne displayed no amuse-
ment. She said, very quietly:

“And don’t you think that I am
cut up a bit, now and then, when
the people who are worth while, as
you say of them, interpret me as
both plain bad and fancy bad? Per-
haps I am. There are different
ways to view everything, but—well,”
she broke off, and was silent for a

brief moment: “Well, you see that
I do, understand, after all,” she

added. And then: “You were glad

to come to me because you think
I am of today, and not yesterday;
that I am the proof of all your little
theories of what a woman ougiht to
be today—isn’t that it?”

Joanna’s reply was eagerly grate-
ful. “Yes. That is what I tried to
say. I want to be able to do as I
please and not be criticised."

• * *

SVONNE ROSE, and crushed
the fire from her cigaret.

“That’s all the talk we shall
need, I think,” she said. "We shall
enjoy each other tremendously, I
imagine. Shall we go down to the
winter garden? There will be some-
body, besides Teddy Dorminster still
there.”

Joanna was conscious of some-
thing having been said, of some con-
fidence reached out to her by
Yvonne, which she had not fully un-
derstood. She was puzzled, as if she
had been confronted by some subtle
challenge that masked a strategy.
For an instant she was at the point

of breaking away, of running away
regardless of the two trunks, a shin-
ing new one and a shabby old one,
which had been lifted down from her
taxicab. This impulse subsided Im-
mediately, however. She decided
that after awhile she would under-
stand Yvonne, perfectly.

And after awhile, a long time
after, Joanna did!

In the winter garden the group
that Yvonne had left around the
stone table had broken up. Only
Teddy Dorminster and two others
remained. One of these was a
swarthy, dark haired, dark eyed
man, who might have been of any
age from twenty-five to forty-five.
He was presented by Yvonne as
Pendleton. Joanna thought him a
very grave, and unaffable person.
The other besides Dorminster, was
a woman, who was easily more than
twenty-five but could not possibly
have been forty. Yvonne Identified
her as Mrs. Marks. "Jove!” Lord
Teddy exclaimed when Yvonne had
named Pendleton and Mrs. Marks
for Joanna. “Ive thought of some-
thing clever!”

“Think it over carefully, Teddy,”
Yvonne admonished him, “before
you reveal it. “You’re so often mis-
taken.”

“But this is excellent,” the ir-
repressible Lord Teddy insisted,
“Postively ripping. Pendleton, here,
and Doris, Doris Marks—don’t you
see?”

“Only that both are of a mind 1
that alcohol is* better than tea, and
that you agree,” Yvonne informed
him. “And also that the tea I have
poured for Miss Manners is waiting
to be passed!”

“A thousand pardons, Miss Man-
ners—by the way, is it quite all right
for me to repeat now what I let
escape from me a fev r minutes ago?
About you’re being a* devlish pretty
girl, you know? I was telling Pen
here—Ah, that clever thing 1
thought of. I must tell you what
it was before I forget it!”

“One thing at a time, “Yvonne
insisted. “What were you telling
Pen?”

“That I’d just seen the kind of a
face that no man could ever forget
after he’d once held It close to him.
Isn’t that what I said, Pen old
boy?”

“You said absolutely nothing of
the sort, or sjjoke of any face what-
ever,” Pendleton gravely assured
him.

“Perhaps I didn’t,” Teddy ad-
mitted. “But I thought it, and
meant to say it. So Miss Manners
will consider that I did.”

Here the woman Yvonne had
called Mrs. Marks interjected. “If

she sees much of you, Teddy, she
probably will have enough to remem-
ber of what you actually do say,
without fcelmr bothered with what
you merely think-”
. "Don’t alarm her, please!” Lord

Teddy exclaimed. “No woman ever
remembers anything I say to her.”

“They don’t dare, perhaps,” Pen-
die ton observed.

"Both you and Doris—" Teddy be-
gan, and broke off. “Pendleton and
Doris,” he said again, “that brings
me back to my clever thing. Listen,
everyone: Pendleton and Dorhi
Marks; whenever I come upon Pen-
dleton here at Yvonne’s I come upon
Doris Marks. Pen-marks! Isn’t that
clever? Pen-marks! What?”

It was only Lord Teddy himself
who laughed, and Joanna wondered
why.

(To Be Continued)
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Gray, Gribben & Gray
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Dependable Drug Stores

10c Jose Java Cigars
3 for 25c

A remarkable price to acquaint consumers with Jose Java's deli-
cious smoking qualities: long filler. Java AQ QQwrapper, exceedingly mild. Box or 60s $.>.09
Moab Cigar, 2 for sc;

Box of 100s, $2.25
An Imported Manila cigar.

Unusual In size, exceptionally
mild.

6c Garcia Baby Cigars,
6 for 25c

The biggest selling nickel
cigar on the market today.
Box of 50s. 181.98.

8c Cigars, 3 for 20c;
Box of 50s, $2.98

Cinco, Denby, San Felice,
Lincoln Highway, Forty-Four,
Vlncelo, Detroit Iland-Made,
Bankable, etc.

15c Prince Albert To-
bacco, 2 for 25c

G. & S. Dixie Cigars, sc;
/y** Can of 50s, $2.25
W Full Havana filler. Packed In cans to assure

\ A tlielr perfect shape, their prime condition.

\ SI.OO Shell Seminole Pipe, 89c
The new pipe wilh the unusual finish. Come#IJ In all shapes and sizes for your selection.
15c Camel Cigarettes, 2 for 25c

The choice of the Inveterate smoker. Buy
them by the carton—lo packs, 81.20.

Newer Remedies
Hook’B stocks are complete In every detail. All goodn of

standard proven worth—those that have been on the market for
years, those that have been just introduced—all are Included In
Hook’s ever-freah. ever-complete etock, and offered to you at low
every day cut prices.

Sinapole, the twentieth centurv
mustard plaster 49*

SI.OO Zemo, stops Itching
eczema 74*

SI.OO Rem, the cough
remedy 89*

60c Rem Cough Remedy ...54*
$1.35 Pertussin, for Irritated

sore throats 81.29
60c Pertussin, 4-nz. size 45*
00c Forhan’s, It's more than a

tooth paste; It checks
pyorrhea 39*

35c Fletcher’s Castorla, chil-
dren cry for It 29*

Karma, removea hair and hair
roots 82.48

35c Pape's Cold Compound.. .29*
50c Phillip's Milk of Mag-

nesta 39*

25c Listerine Tooth |
Paste, 19c

The Fruity Dentifric^Qi
Such a fruity and pleasant

flavor. Refreshing to use. This
fruit acid stimulates tha flow ox
saliva and delays the collection of
tartar about the teeth.
00c Kotex, Sanitary Napkins.

pack of 12s 45*
SI.OO Rheums, relieves rheu-

matic swollen joints . 74*
60c Dr. Folt’s Reducing Soap,

a bar 39*
36c Sloan’s Liniment, for spralna,

bruises, rheumatism 39*
25c Tutt’s Pills, for torpid

liver 19*
SOc Mother Gray’s Sweet

Powders -24*
75c Wyeth's Sage andBriphu* 59*
Jackson's Directive ami

Liver Powder 49*

Reduce Weight

J* This New, Natural

■Jlju| Here is anew nat*
g IfcABW ural way to reduce,

without any weaken-
jng, harmful after-

NKm effects Based upon
recognized scientific\grCzl principles.

75c Veronica
Water, 64c

SOc McCoy's Cod Uvar Oil Tab-
lets. wifi increase year
weight -49*
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