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DEATH PENALTY FOR TRIO DEMANDED BY COX

State Attorney Brands Ac-|
cused as Beastly Chief-
tain of Middle Ages.

(Continued Frnm Page 1)

tion, she had procured the poison,
she was careful to take advantage
of the absence of the men from the
room, to swallow the poison. And
then after she had swallowed even
much more than a fatal dose, to be.
sure that her own suicide should be
carried out and completed, she wil-
fully kept the fact a secret for six
long hours.

“And even then when the inquiry
of a third party forced her to re-
veal it, she exacted the promise that
Stephenson should not be informed,
and when he had been informed
after that long and fatal lapse of
time—after which all the medical aid
of the world, could not have saved
her life—what did he do? Did he evi-
dence the intention of desire to Kkill
or murder her?

Gave Her Milk

“No. He poured a bottle of milk
into her stomach, the very antidote
which all the doctors would have
given her. Then he wanted to take
her to a hospjtal, and, as his wife,
to have her stomach pumped out.
She refused. Then he wanted her to
go to Crown Point and marry him,
and she refused.

“She by her own concealment of
taking the poison, for six hours,
made medical aid of no avail. She,
by her own willful act of conduct,
made it impossible for these men
to save her life,” thundered In-.
man.

“The prosecution her¢/ is asking
that the law which has’saf@guarded

and sheltered the rights of men in
all the history ofthe past shall now
be broken down and blotted out. And
that hereafter suicide—admitted, and
outly beyond dispute of everyone, by
every doctor and every layman—
shall hereafter be considered mur-
der, merely to satisfy the fleeting
whims and vengeance in this case.

“This violent reversal of common
sense, would contradict the law of
man in every country and every
age. It might satisfy the transient
spirit of the mob for the moment
being, but the mob itself after the
savage thrill of its triumph had
passed, would learn that fatal error

had been made, and that the very
members of its own ranks would
need protection agalnst this wild

anarchistic subversion of the law,

“No one has stopped to consider
that the statement of this woman
for its affect upon her family and
friends, and for the justification of
herself, would naturally throw all
the coloring in her power in favor
of herself—and it was all within
her power—to free herself from
any fault and place the® blame
solely upon others.

“She would naturally do this, and
she did it. Aad with the learned,
skillful, technical language of a de-
signing young lawyer, who previous-
ly started to shake Mr. Stephenson
down, she was enabled by this young
lawyer’s fine engineering, to make
her statement look bad upon its face
against those upon whom it was un-
dertaken to fasten responsibility for
her suicide.”

“Has everybody
Pray!

lost his head?
Are we all insane?” cried
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Inman. “Must prejudice and pas-
sion submerge the world for the
purpose of some particular case,
leaving us, when it is over, in a
wild, disorderly state, in mental be-
wilderment, anarchy in the heart's
regret, and the soul’s sickness of
remorse.

Such a conclusion is impossible
to my own vision in this land where
the law is supreme, running on and
on forever, arching as the sky above
the contingencies of an isolated case.
Such a termination, gentlemen, is
inconceivable to me.

Hatred and Prejudice

muddy waters of prejudice
and hatred, the fierce elements of
hostility, and the devoted elements
of friendly support may clash—may
lash wildly around your feet. But
thank God, this jury, standing fear-
lessly and solely for justice and
supremacy of law, sacredly sworn
and conscience bound, breathing the
clear pure atmosphere gnd judg-
ment and reason, far ‘removed from
the foul murky air that lurks and

“The

poisons the regions below, will never
suffer sanity and sense to be torn
from their minds, to outrage and
disgrace the civilization of this
great State, merely to glut the

vengeance of certain forces of hatred
and persecution.

“Thank God, we can have jupies
in this great country who will stand
at all hazards as a pillar of safety
against the swirling elements of the
mere madness of men—and w®men!”

Pictures Imprisonment

touching pic-

Inman then drew a

ture for the jury of the jail im-
prisonment of Stephenson and his
aids.

“These men have been made help-
less for seven long months by fate
unwarranted and cruel, They have
been forced to languish in their
dungeons, for all this time, upon a
¢harge which every man has known
from_the beginning could never be
sustained, unless violence and out-
rage be committed upon the law. Un-

friendly interest on the outside of
jail, unhampered and free, have
operated and designed, in savage
glee, to compass the destruction of
these three men. 1}
Terrible Months
“And during all these terrible

months, they havce sat in their cells,
through the sweltering summer days,
from the dawn of morning to the
shadows of evening, unable to meet
and cope with forces of hate that
clamored round them from without.

“There has ben a tinge of sad-
ness in my soul as I have seen the
inju'-tiu- of it all, while these men,
possessed h.y any nmn, have had
to sit for all these months, staring
at stone walls, and bars by day-
lying upon prison cots, \sithin bars
of steel by night.

“And yet, gentlemen, in (his sore
distress, under the weight of this
great calamity to them, they have
friends, many friends. Through the
bars of the prison, the best people
of this country have come to grasp
their hand. They have come with
hearts beating with sympathy in
so sad surroundings. And this is
consolation after all.

“If one of you ever finds himself
in trouble, under circumstances be-
yond your control, you'll understand
the gratitude you feel to those who
come and give you their hands, and
give the sympathy of their hearts.

Decries Hate

“My being is not so that I wish
to hate. My heart is not the home
of ill-will. I want to give men the
benefit of doubt. If one wrongs me
for the moment. I may resent. the
next moment I want to forgive.

“I feel that these who wage this
persecution will see the error of their
way, no mater what tse motive that
lies behind it. It may be the in-
stigations of malice and of hire. Or
the sorings of ambition it may be,”

Why have

RHEUMATISM ?

H, what a wonderful feeling to
) be free from the miserable
rheumatism. To know again the
joy of limber joints and active mus-
cles—freedom from that agonizing
pain!

How often have™you longed for
some relief as you suffered torture
from swollen, inflamed muscles and
joints—how often have you said
you would give anything in the
World for a few hours comfort!

But you didn’t know that all you
had to do to get real relief from
this nerve wracking misery was
just to build rich, red blood, did
you? You didn’t know that rheu-
matism had te be stopped from the
inside by destroying the impurities
that cause it—by building millions
of red cells in your poor, weak
blood, did you?

Until you fill your system full of
healthy, rich, red blood you will
never end your rheumatism. S. 8. S.

cause S. S. S. helps Nature build

the red-blood-cells that fight off the |

impurities that cause rheumatism,

pass,

| law

said Inman, glancing at Remy. “1
do not know. I do know I am
willing to forgive. I sincerely be-
lieve that any unwarranted feéling
that may sweep the spirit of those
whe wage this proseeution, now will
and allow their hearts to open
again and their reason in the end
to resume it sway.

“Maybe, someone feels that I say
these things, because I am engaged
in the defense of these men. It is
true I am so engaged. But after a
service in the great profession
of the law—and [ pray, an honorable
one—my heart gives utterance to
this: That I have not in all my pro-
fessional life defended one for mur-
der where I felt in my soul there
was as complete absence of justifica-
tion for such a charge as there is in
this case,

Blesses Jury

“Gentlemen, I have done. I give
this great issue—the safety of my
clients to you. By the law of rea-
son, courage, right, I feel that your
conscience will not allow any harm
to come to these men. They have
already suffered much. Too much,
far too much. I am grateful
heaven in the confidence they are
now approaching—the end of it all.

“I thank each one of you for
your patience—your infinite patience,
and may there fall upon you the
hlPS\m;:\ of the Almighty God of
us all.’

Christian's plea was made in the
face of persistent hissing among
spectators in the courtroom. Fight-
ing dramatically against these odds,
Christian, before he had spoken five
minutes, was in commande of the
situation and the ear of every in-
dividual in the packed room.

“There has been a steadied at-
tempt by the State of Indiana, the
men, who ought to get under the
law like Atlas and hold it up, to
try to disparage the presumption
of innocence.

“These men,” Christian cried out,
pointing to the prosecutor's table
"who have allowed their anxiety, their
lust of money to get the better of
their hearts. If there's anything
more sacred than our liberty, what
can it be. 'Why, gentlemen, every
war we've fought has been fought
on that principal.

“Are we going to tear them
down because Charles E. Cox
comes here with his pocket full of
money, his mouth full of blood and

his hands full of mud? I don’t
believe you can beat logic by throw-
ing mud, by calling a man a ‘go-
rilla, a sexual pervert, an iron
man.’

“I could call Cox a weazel, just
as well as he could call my client a

‘gorilla,” and it would fit him just as
well.”
Hissing Starts
In one corner of the courtroom

a concerted hissing followed Chris-
tian's last remark. Then a laugh of
derision, and Judge Sparks rapped
sharply with his gavel. ,

“Why aren’t they down in In-
dianapolis enforcing the laws down
there. There wouldn’t be so much
notoriety down there. I guess
they're afraid to—some politician
down there might jump on their
backs.’

Passing, for the time his de-
nunciation of the forces which he
declared were ‘‘out to get Stephen-
son,” Christian declared:

“Now let's leave this tirade of ora-
tory and get down to this law suit.
Let's find out whether Madge Ober-
holtzer was murdered or committed
suicide.”

Christian read various legal opin-
ions on the Indiana law regarding
the amount of evidence necessary to
overcome reasonable doubt, the the-
ory on which Stephenson's defense
definitely is being based.

Sympathy for Parents

“I have the deepest and the great-

est sympathy for®* her and her

parents, but gentlemen, are we go-
ing to try this case on sympathy
and sentiment, or are we going to
try it on evidence ind fact?

“The first question is ‘“Was she
| murdered?” This is not the story of
Madge Oberholtzer, but of that little
fellow with his finger pushed up to
bis nose,” Christian cried out as he
pointed to Asa Smith. “The dying
declaration, Smith and the vulture,
Dean, hashed up,” Christian declared

Conquer rheumatism! S. S, S.
has shown the way. For genera-
tions S. S. 8. has brought blessed
relief and comfort to thousands of
rheumatic sufferers.

When the rich, red blood that
S. 8. 8. helps Nature build goes
coursing through your system, it
purifies the blood in your body.
Rheumatism vanishes—skin blem-
ishes disappear—you begin to get
hungry again and en-
joy your food~—
strength and power
fill your body-— you
are vigorous — red-
blooded and ready for
action. Know this joy
of living again! Take S. S. S. and
banish rheumatism!

Get'S. S. S. from any druggist. The |

will surely help you. That's be-

larger bottle is more economical.

4s he shook the document in his
hand,

“This old man, who looks like
a vulture, and his gosling, Asa
Smith, they didn’t talze the girl's
good father and mother into the

room when the statement was
| signed. Why? They wanted
i maney, the root of all evil. They

wanted to shake Stephenson down.
It was you, Asa Smith, who had
her throw that bottle out of the
bathroom window and there was
no window. You imagined it, Asa,
you and your co-egg, Dean.

“Why didn't her father and mother
go after her? She says she was
forced to drink. I doubt it. The evi-
dence shows she had been drinking
from time to time. She went up to
| the busiest street in Indianapolis.

| Did she ery out? You mean she was
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being kidnaped and never said a
word? Rot!”

Crowd Spellbound

Christiun’s argument, was replete
with epigramatic statements and he
was holding the audience spell-
bound in spite of the sporadic hiss-
ing that came from one corner of
the room.

“Right down Illinois Street.

i Right down Washington Street.
Right down the two busiest streets
in Indianapolis—and never opened
her mouth.
{ ‘She went into a car filled with
people, and never said a word.
Silent Madge, who said she was be-
ing kidnaped according to the gospel
of Asa Smith.

“Waited at the elevator, fifteen
feet from the desk. Where is your
kidnaping theory? Did that
' originate in Madge Oberholtzer's
mind?

“Why didn’t she tell her
mother? My God! The intimacy

of this story. Would she be tell-

| ing strangers, lawyers, this am-

] azing story and yet not a \\0rd
to her mother?”

Again the spectators hissed.
| Reaching over to the desk Christian
picked up the dying statement and
the telegram Madge sent her mother

and showed the signatures on each |

i to the jurymen.

“Does the signature on the tele-
gram look like it was written "by
a nervous hand?

‘“When she got the poison did she
lqay to the druggist, ‘call the police?’
|Why didn’t she take the §15 and go

home?

“The first time 1 ever saw an at-

tack case where the woman didn't
resist. It looks like somewhere
along the line she’'d have let out a

squawk,

“How did this girl happen to
know about bichloride of mercury?
What's that stuff generally used
for?

“This story went througk too
many hands to be a credible one,
Suicide, Not Homicide
“If the banker refuses to lend

you money and you go home and
shoot yourself, is he guilty of mur-
der? No. No, I say. Suicide can't
be hemicide. Homicide can’t be sui-
cide.”

Christian turned his
Dr. Virgil H. Moon, one of the
State's witnesses, and Dr. John K.
Kingsbury, who attended the dying

assault on

girl.
“Moon, this fellow who isn’'t a
doctor, but who cuts up Kingsbury

patients after they're dead.

“Talk about horse doctors. I'd
hate to trust a horse to the gang
that wrestled this girl around in
her bed, punctured her spine,
plaved with her kidneys and never
gave a drop of iodine to that
wound which they later said
caused her death.

‘““The proof of the death of Madge
Oberholtzer in this case is purely cir-
cumstantial evidence and you can’t
convict on ‘might haves'.”

Cox Eloquent

Although visibly fatigued after
two hours of vigorous argument,
Charles E. Cox, veteran State's at-
torney, who preceded Christian,
wound up in a flow of eloquence
sald never to have been displayed be-
fore In this courtroom. Cox assailed
each and everyone of Stephenson's
witnesses as liars.

1
|

i
|

“The slime of the serpent of per- i

that it is a clean case of suicide.
medical experts who ap- |

‘May

jury is over them all,” Cox de-
clared.

“There is a man and a woman in
this courtroom now—a broken father
and mother, who brought Madge
Oberholtzer into this world, who re-
joiced in her coming, who brought
her from her infancy into childhood,
and young womanhood, and who—"
but Cox was so filled with the emo-
tion that he did not finish the sen-
tence.

Last Argument

“If I had had my choice 1 would
have had nothing to do with this
case, because I'm too old a man to

carry the heavy burden of a five
weeks' trial, such as this. I am now
| closing the last argument before a

I think I shall never
in a case of the

jury in my life.
again participate
magnitude of this.
“But when I was asked [ said,
‘Yes, I don't want to. 1 shouldn’t
but I will, because the law must
be reinstated on its throne.
Madge Oberholter’s brutal murder
must be avenged by the law.’
“In the name of the law,
name of virtuous girls, and in
name of justice I
your verdict in a way
has been going on.”

81 Faints

in the
the

to stop what

Woman,

Christian’'s argument was inter

minutes before noon
while four men carried Mrs. D. J.
McMath, 81, of Sheridan, from the
courtroom, after she had fainted in
her seat on the front row. Mrs.
McMath had been standing up, until
someone gave her a seat. She was
the second woman who fainted dur-
ing the morning, due to the crush of
the crowd and the excitement at-
tendant onthe closing moments of
the trial.
Christian

rupted a few

insisting
He

wound up by
ridiculed the
peared for the State as perjurers
The Noblesville attorney also made a

Now you can rent and drive a
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Drivurself Indianapo!is Co.
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Payment in 12 Months
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i
|

clever
jury.
“W

“home town'' appeal to the

ell, there is Joe Sturdevant

(Noblesville doctor who appeared

for tl

1e defense), that even Ralph

Kane, the big thunderbolt they're

saving until the last,

call a

wound on her

have

won't dare
liar. Why Doc Joe said the
breast could not
caused her death,” Christian

declared to his fellow countymen
on the jury in a neighbor to neigh-
bor tone.

‘The

were |
put in

1 suppose indicated

sometl
the me

pure drivel,”

“Then there was Dr.
a State

Mhm

ask you to write |

|
i
|

| He's

the
He's a
while

they're dead.
cafd there were one or
| abrasions on her breast,

large

as fine
| the State.

8

fact that she was taken

|through the Union Station, and guns

yulled and all that stuff they
their hypothetical question,
to Dr. Moon
1ing about whether she had
sasles or the mumps. It was
shouted Christian.
Praises MacDonald
MacDonald,
said Christian
szing his time, “I admire him.
a man as there is in
He couldn’t countenance
tench going up by Dr. Moon.
fine doctor, and he treats 'em
they're alive and not after
What did he say? He
two little
and another
and that

witness,

bruise elsewherd,

none of them was sufficient to cause

death

alone.

“Then there was Dr. Herger, who

also h:

since the bail hearing in June.
trial

this

18 evidently changed his mind
In
amount of

he said the

mercury taken from her kidney was

much

cases of this kind,
| testified

amoun

than in ordinary
but last June he
the usual

smaller

it was about
t found.
think it is one of the most
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back in June. That bichloride of |

mercury caused her death. That AT LOWEST PRICES
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death.” Guaranteed Values

b
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open and patent cases of perjury

Christian.

“What do yeu think »f that?
man as eaucated as he to be so un
scrupulous as to come before a jury
of us Hamilton County people with
that line—I suppose he thinks we're
all
from the

Christian then scoffed at the tes-
timony of Warvél,
ness.

“Warvel is one of these doctors
who has a high
every little thing,”
“One of the doctors
probably tell a man he had the ear-
ache when he had the mumps.

“Why dldn’t

Christian then emphasized that to
e guilty of murder it must be dnnol

yurposely.

enson was the cause of the cause
is far-fetched.
the man who mined the
make the steel to make the dagger
would be guilty.

rye that makes the whisky that
makes the wife of a drunkard so
despondent she kills herself, under
their theory of the cause of the
cause of the cause, you're guilty
of murder, and that's the State’s
case, ’
“If your father turns you out o
your house and you felt so bad you
committed sulcide, your father would
not be a murderer.”

Christian ridiculed Ralph Roude-
buseh.

“Roudebush tried to bribe me to

(Turn to Page 22)

ever heard of!” exclaimed

A

suckers up here, because he's

big city.”
another State wit-
sounding name for

sald Christian
who would |
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and stand: walus i . I called for
$0, for $7.50. 10¢c a cwt. off. Every-

o, Eto. thing for poultry

Mail Orders Solicitedf Rt Gitloges Frea ™ “ 00

Brvecitts (K)Seed Storg

TWO STORES—227 W. Washington St.,, 5 N. Alabama St

TELEPHONES-—MA in 4740. LI ncoln 4955
IMPORTANT NOTE ON HARDY NARCISSUS—This {s the last season thess
bulbs may be imported. For all around satisfaction there {s scarcely
a hardy flower to equ:l them. 8o i{f you have not planted them on your place,
should ‘ytm not do it now!? They multiply. Easy to grow. What you plant
this fall will be worth several hundred per cent more next fall. Get our price
by hundred and thousand.

FOOTBALL

PURDUE VS. NORTHWESTERN
LAFAYETTE, SATURDAY, NOV. 14TH

$2.50—ROUND TRIP—$2.50
via
TERRE HAUTE, INDPLS. & EASTERN TRAC. CO.

Tickets good going on all trains on Saturday morning. Limited
trains leave Indianapolis at 7:10, 9:10 and 11:10 A. M. “Pickets
good returning up to and including all trains on Sunday, Nov. 15.

PURDUE HOMECOMING

Call 'MA In 4500 for Further Information.




