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IF YOU WERE JUDGE

|OUR MEN; all former letter carriers, stood beforel Judge
F | Winslow. in. New*¥erk and confessed thefts from the
ales of stamps from a postoffice aggregating $100 each.

The normal thing for a judge‘to do, under the circum-
tances, would be to sentence the men to terms in penitentiaries.
_This judge didn’t.

He inguired and found that one of th&men:nnelvmg $2,000
& year after twenty-four years in-the postal mee, was trying
to support a wife and six children on thw income:-

: Others, receiving but $1,800 a year, were ‘tackhng similar
ﬁnancml problems.

. ‘‘This is tragie,”
fire obviously mot of the criminal ¢
&dd them to that class.”’ :
i The judge asked where the men found empl_qu:_e?xt after,
leavmg the Government service and volunteered to.see their
bmployers and try to get better jobs for the postmen.

.3 That was an unusual decision on the part’ of a merciful
:udge Judge Winslow’s action will serve;a useful functios® in
more ways than one. It put the situation of the underpai{d'poa-
tal employes in newspapers all over the land. It stirred up a
feelmg of shame on the part of the pubhc that its own employes
Wwere so miserably paid.

! His action may serve in a less useful way, if other postal
:employes, in a service where honesty is positively essential, are
tempted to do what their fellows did for the sake of eking out
livings for their families. Judge Winslow’s leniency may serve
ithe public badly in this respect.

But in this ease, too, the responsibility comes back to the
;public and the Government. It is something worth thinking
about.

{ - What would you have done, if you had been on Judge Wins-
low’s bench when those four former postmen confessed?

i

--.--.‘-_‘.a

“exclaimed Judge Winstow. “These ‘men

'

L ' UTILITIES AND COURTS

T APPEARS that the public utility regulation question
I is rapidly approaching a showdown in Indiana. The bill
irtroduced by Senator Barker designed to prevent utilities from
iappealing to Federal district courts for higher rates was a step
{in that direction. ’
‘ The action of public.service comapanies in taking their cases
'to the Federal Court when they are not satisfied with the ruling
‘of the State commission has resulted in trimming the power of
the latter down to the point where it is almost useless.
| The sitaation resolves itself into this: The public service
:commlsswn may give utilities what they want and get away with

:lt.

e o

If it rules against the utilities the ruling means nothing;
| State regulation is much to be desired. With the eonsoli-
idation of public utilities and the erection of central power
iplants serving wide areas, this appears-to be the only practical
!type of regulation. But the utl.l\ii;s have found a way to get
»around it thrbngh‘thl Federal Co
{ Senater Barker’s bill provides that appeal can be taken
i from a decision of the commission only to State courts and that
.the utilities after having gone through the State courts would
[then have the usual right to go to the United States Supreme
aCourt !

There appears to be some doubt as fo the constitutionality
i of such a bill, but certainly somethking in this direction is badly
- | needed.

| Wha/t I Want of the Law

AN EDITORIAL

DO not want the law to do
l things for me that I can and
ought to do for myself.

I do not want the law to be my
conscience, or .my. .chool teacher,
‘or my religion.

But T want, tho law to protoct me

“Ask The. Times

Ycut?n luon by wﬁz
"'EL ni%\gnﬁlg& mes "nhw't to deal with big strong hazards.
jﬁ 2 d}.g'{‘. st 1 want to reverence it as some-

A
ew
r "ly‘nl( eﬂ.lel'-l-na (h
‘ﬁgs. ‘M“m‘ thing that I can look up to, some-

where I am helpless, and to do the
same for other men.

I want it to stand between me
and the man who would put a knife
in my back.

I ‘want it to guard my property
when I am away.

I want it to walk with me when
the night is dark, not stand at my
elbow and nag me in broad daylight.

I want to think of the law as
something big and strong, designed

TG S T,

exten ‘::.' thing that challenges my respect
ﬂ omw rog'e?:.e a8 neti and support.
e VR T I st .
. DON'T want to have the law
Were' thers any difficulties in I become a common scold, a
the way of intense heat en- thorn in my side, a pettifogg-

ing, ‘browbeating = hanger-on, for
whom familiarity is bound to breed
contempt.

I do not want to contemplate the
law as emanating from a hodge-
podge of little thoughts and narrow
ideas, “ag representing mature,
deli Jjudgment,

I &m want the law. ground out
as #o_much” flour, In a‘mechanical
way, Wwith q px p!oduwou" u
the goal to be- vl e

I mt it to come alowly‘ ~l.m'l
after careful sifting, and with the
idea of quality uppermost.

I do not want Legislatures : to
make law simply because they can
or because they think so much d"
an output is necessary.

I want them to do some prunlnz,‘
now and then, just as I do wlth my
rose bushes.

I do not want*the hﬁenﬂorcmg
officers to regard everybody they
suspect as guilty, but do a thorough
job, with justice as the great ideal.
1. the Frenca m ‘ mm_ Jtdo not want the prosecutors to
instrument to to play? || regard everybody they try as con-
nuomutm difficult | victed, until the verdict is fn.
' I want the machinery of the law
. [to function in such a, way that
3 gdoplo qp. have cqnndenoo in thg

less.

n l'd lca’x cxcm tnragmv_a
the work undome. '

countered in dlgglng the sunplon
Tunnel?

Yes, in places the tunnel passes
7,000 feet below the mass of the
mountain, and both hot and cold
springs were encountered; the in-
ternal heat was:so great that at
times the men could only work when
sprayed with cold water.

41. How. much land has the Gov-
. ! ernment bought for Eastern and
Southern national forests?

What kinds of chickens are
>'knownuomm¢ummr

Siikies, Sultans, Frizzles, and Ban-
tams are representative ornamental
| breeds.

| What are the meanings of the
following names?
Alice, a princess.

Mabel, for love.

ltrlct. Stmhh. wise,

leanor, light.
gently

Prohtblt;gn

and I am not going to] .

Loe’ms Following Drmk- ;
mg Revetatvoﬁs,

By CHARLES Py STBWAM
_ “NHA Service-Writer

-

| FSASHINGTON, Jan. 16-+Qnef
@ of the warst coagréﬁnih;id

fights in this country’s .his-
tory is impending. It probably will
settle the prohibition question for
good and all

The Frank I. Scott divorce case
brought the situation about.
Individl?ala mentioned in connec-
tion with ‘this case may or may not)
be able to establish satisfactory per-
sonal glibis, but the Nation’s: law-
makers are very well eonvinced the
country is going to accept as true
the picture presented of official so-
ciety life in the capital—a.lifée not
only extremely gay but unrestrain-
edly wet.

and Representati
1. The wets.

wet.

3. The honest- tmdlelsﬂryu
The Scott case‘testimony pleases
the wets. They consider it a- bhck

eve for wroh}bmon

Voﬁal)qmdl)dnk

care nothing about. prohibition in
pr!n;lp!e of course,

They support dry measures and

oppose .'ones only because they
believe it ‘is good for their political
health, =

Probably they would reverse them-
selves with as: good or a hetter will
if they thought ‘a majority of their
constituents would approve.
The Scott case ‘testimony does not
pain them on account of its disclos-
ure of the faet that the very men
who 'make the country’s laws nu-
merously violate the prohihition law,
They know that already. They are
merely scared lest they be found out.
The honest-to-goodness drys are
thoroughly enraged. They realize
that drinking Congressmen and oth-
er- Government officials make prohi-
bition ridiculous.
Thelr resentment against blbulou&
ness in official circles has been in-
creasing for a long time as they
came more and more fully to find
out how general it was. The Scott
case has brought thi¥ anger to a
head. %

Impeachment

One plan has t.aken pretty definite
shape.

This is the impeachment and ex-
pulsion of any Sepator or Represen-
tative who can be proved to be. a
consumer of anything with an alco-
holic content in excess of % of 1
per cent.

In dozens of cases such proof will
be easy enough to get.

But the question is:

Proof having been furnished, will
it be possible to get the necessary
votes to throw the offenders out?

At first thought it may seem as if
the answer should be—yes, The dry
majority in both houses is a liberal
one.

The trouble is, thosé who vote dry
but drink wet probably .will have to
be counted out. ' They're dry on any
question 6f wet-and-dry lawmaking
but they hardly can be expected to
vote to expel themselves from Con-
gress.

The honest-to-goodness drys and
the ‘wet drys, taken fogether, are in
a majority, but how about the hon-
est-too-goodness drys counted alone?
It's more than doubtful if there's a
majority of them.

Nevertheless, it's practically cer-
tain they will make the attempt.
The leaders are counting heads now.
They're doing their Lest to get
pledges from doubtful ones.

Sorae are promising. Many are
sidestepping. It's too soon yet to
tell how the opposing forces will line
up.

Big Fight Ahead

When the dry leaders are con-
vinced their group has reached its
maximum of obtainable strength
they will launch their attack.

That there will be a terrific fight
goes without saying. Even an at-
tempt at the expulsion of dozens and
scores of members of both the Sen-
ate and House of Representatives of
the United States will be a sensation
of proportions to compare with the
outbreak of a war. An attempt to
expel nobody but the avowedly wet
wets would be that. .

If the honest-to-goodness drys suc-
ceed they'll have scored a victory
for prohibition that will count. If
they fail—if Congress virtually ad-
mits that it's dry for the country
but intends to stay wet so far as
itself is concerned—it will be about
the finish of so much as a semblance
of prohibition enforcement, whether
therlaw stays in the code book or
not.

Passing By
By HaL, COCHRAN

Let's ride in & trajn for a.moment
or two, and gaze at the things that
pass. Let's leisurely look at the
overhead blué and drink’in the green
of the grass.

The work is of nature; the job is
well done. There's_restfulness blank-
sted wide. What joy to just look at
things under the sun as we whiz on
through space in our ride. |

"Ah, there is a hut that is loost in
lthe trees. Perhaps it's a tumble-
down shack. But happy are folks

" {who are dwelling in these, with only

fhe sky at their back.

/A youngster ise roaming a lﬁn;
t!naﬁgugo,with fish pole and line,
las a rule. He_ lingers and stares at
the whizzing-by train; then travels
along to his pool.

its own. It's only yourself that you
rob if mever vau hie to the countr:

‘lalone, and rest, m a.ny from'

mob.

((bpyﬂkh&; 19!5‘ NEA ﬂorv!oo. X!nc.)

l'hmtno)a.wantno <ind
ar‘kw’ antgmement for the oth

There are thme‘ kinds of Senctorg {i

2. Those who m dr!'vput drlnk ¢

Those who vote dry-but drink. wet. i

The open and wide has a call of ||

I mtructton

TATE SENATOR FRED M.
S DICKERMAN introduced a

bill Wednesday providing
that pupils—at the option of parents
—may be Treleased from public
schools two hours g week to receive
‘religious instruetions, for which
1 school credit will be given.
Unquestionably there is need for
etblcal instruction to young people.
The lack of such
training is evident
in every 'court in
the country.

About as far as
‘many parents go
in inculecating
morals is to utter a
few peevish'don'ts.
“Those are . insuffi-
. clent to form the
background to
lives of moral
grandeur when the
children ' grow up.

Consequently op-
tional religious in-
struction in con-
nection with the schools has been
adopted in many places—and has
many - enthusiastic advocates. 1t
solves a dlﬂicult problem for many
parents.

More and more all difficult and un-
pleasant problems in child training
are being turned over to the public
schools for solution. ‘“Teach it in
the schools” is the invariable sug-
gestion, whether the problem is fire

Income Tax

Reduction of the income tax was
effected by the revenue act of 1924.
A rate reduction, however, was not
the only benefit afforded by this leg-
islation. Increase in the exemption
for married persons and heads of
families, a 25 per cent reduction on
“earned income|” and other changes
are -of immediate interest to every
taxpayer. -As an aid, therefore, in
th epreparation of income tax re-
turns for the year 1924, the Bureau
of- Internal Revenue has prepared
a serles of articles on the new act
and the regulations governing its ad-
ministration, of which this is the
first. The salarted man, wage earner,
professional and ,business man—in
fact every class of taxpayer—will
be fully informed of their require-
ments. and privileges. Tax ers
are advised to preserve these ar{®les
as a guide mn the making of their
returns.

Returns are required of every sin-
gle person whose net income for
1924 was $1,000 or more or whose
gross income was $5,000 or niore
and of every married person. living
with husband or wife whose net in-
come was $2,500" or more or whose
gross income was $5,000 or more.
Divorces are married persons ' uep-
arated by mutual €onsent #8 classed
as single persons. Married persons
living together are required to flle
a return if their aggtregate net in-
come was $2,600 or more or the ag-
gregate gross income was $5,000 or
more,

Husband and wife living together
may include the income 0f eath in a
single joint return, or each may file
separate returns showing the in-
come of each. Where a point re-
turn is filed, the tax is computed
on the uggregate Income and all
deductions and credits to which
either is entitled {s taken from such
aggrregate incoru.

It a wife does not file a separate
return or join with her husband in
a return, the husband is required
to include in his return ail income
received by the wife in payment of
wages, salary, or from the sale of
products of her labor. In the returns
of married persons must be icluded
also the income of dependent minor
children.

It should be’ nmembared that a
husband and wife living together
need make no return unless their
aggregate net income for 1924 was
$2,500 or more or the aggregate
gross income was $5,000 or more.
Last year returns were required of
such married persons whose aggre-
gate net income was $2,000 or more.

Across the Sea by Alr
Trans-Atlantlc air-mail service is
undoubtedly coming. American busi-
ness men already have taken the
necessary preliminary steps to
inaugurate its actual operation. They
are deterred only by immediate in-
abflity to buy their prospectiye fleet
at' redsonable prices.—Senator Cope-

land  (Democrat) New York.

More Advice for Farmers

‘What the farmer needs to do is to
organize his cooperative business on
a better basis, to exercise a higher
measure of good judgment, to dis-
play a greater amount of painstak-
ing and skillful management, to be
more punctual and prompt; in other
words, to prove himself a better busi-
ness man in every respect—Senator
Bruce (Democrat) Maryland.

RIGHT HERE

"'TZN BN

By GAYLORD NELSON

prevention, safety, or patriotism.
This is a flattering -testimonial to
the schools.

However, rs.ialng children is - pri-
marily an individual not a collective
social responsibility; The schools
cannot carry the whole burden. The
30b also requires faithful, willing
parents.

; Lobbyists

IEUTENANT GOVERNOR
L VAN ORMAN has announced
that lobbyists will not be al-
lowed on the floor of the Senate dur-
ing sessions. Speaker Leslie will
similarly curb them in the House.
The lot of the poor lobbyist in these
degenerate days should wring a tear
from a kiln-dried brick.
Formerly he was an im
ringmaster. He strode into the Le;
islative arena, cracked his whip and
bills leaped through hoops or slunk
back to their cages.
That Golden Age is past. Now
the lobbyist must procure a license
—at a cost of $2—before he can ply
his trade, ‘What an indignity to in-
mc‘t on the sensitive nature of a
professional fixer!
The rule just promulgated is a
more serious blow to his dignity.
No longer can he appear on the
tloor and slay a legislator’ with a
meaning look. He must slip the
digobedient solon knock-out drops
elsewhere.
Still " restrictions have .not elimi-
nated lobbying. Nor will they. Spe-
clal interests and organizations
sponsoring hobbles will always have
agents present to influence legisla-
tive action.
The Legislature itself must always
do the lobbying for the ‘interests of
all the people. Only to the extent
that it does’ will it earn its pay.

Poolrooms '

WO Indianapolis youths—18
T and 16 years old—are in city

prison for murder and rob-
bery. They confessed to the hold-
up and fatal shooting of a Lexing-
ton Ave. street car conductor last
week.

They needed money, which they
tried to raise with a stolen gun.
They were successful. The attempt
netted them $7 in caah and a murder
charge.

The boys became acquainted while
loafing around 'poolrooms. It was
from a poolroom they started ‘on
their short career of brigandage.
Also it was in a poolroom that of-
ficer located and arrested one of
them -after the crime.

Pool may be a stimulating physical
and intellectual recreation. Never-
theless its ‘most ardent defender
must ‘admit: that. the poolroom
graduates more outlaws than moral
leaders.

The average hole-n-the-wall pool-
room contributes very little to the
bodily, mental or ethical develop-
ment of society. v

Frequently it is nothing more
than a dive, a hang-out, a training
school for shiftlessness and law-
lessness. There idle, wayward
youths loaf until their criminal pin-
feathers sprout.

Perhaps Indianapolis is no more
speckled with these unsavory places
than other cities. However it has
enough to supply the local demand
for bandits. They must be dis-
infected beffre any real city clean-
up is possiblg.

Interest

IX persons attended the open
forum at the Chamber of
Cofmmerce the other night to

proposals regarding the

S

discuss

figure includes those there in offi-
cial capacity.

Even a vivid imagination eouldn’t
term it a masg meeting. Yet it was
called for common discussion of a
live subject of current public inter-
est,

In view of this pracuca.lly unani-
mous lack of interest one might con-
clude that the flame of community
spirit burns low in Indianapolie.

Legitimate causes might have
been responsible for the painfully
slender t out at this particular as-
sembly. But other public forums
at the Chamber of Commerce in re-
cent months drew equally crushing
emptiness.

The fact that there is no public in-
terest here in such meetings is ines-
capable.

Fifty years ago open dl!cussnon of
any subject from the Nebular Hy-
pothesis to the weather would have
drawn a capacity crowd in this city.
Today no serious debate draws .a.
handful. Yet Union Station would
be jammed to greet Jackie Coogan.

Are we too absorbed in private af-
fairs to take ‘nterest in public mat-
ters?  Is it lack of eclvic spirit or
just a bad attack of inertia?
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THE DEATHS OF CHILDREN

State primary law. The attendance |-
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BY HERBERT QUICK

s N.- Mexico  last year many
l:l] more than half of all defiths
were those of children. Mex-
ico is becoming civilized; for  we
learn that the government is stirred
by this high death rate among the
little onesi. The fact that the gov-
ernment has.collected the statistics
shows progress. Its concern over
them - shows it still more plainly.
Such as the showing is, let us
see what it means, not only as to
Mexico, but the world. Tt means
one or both of two things—that
the people of Mexico are still on a

low plane of civilization or .are
ground down by poverty. In the
Mexican case, it probably means
both.

‘Where the people ave poor, their
children die in childhood in nuige.e

numbers, if great poverty prevails.
As the Scriptures say, ‘“The rich
maa's wealth is his strong city; the

destruction of the poor is their pov:|

erty.” With intelligent and highly
civilized peoples, however, in some
cases, the death rate among the
children is not high éven among the
very poor, It is so im certain con-
gested sections of our large cities
wherg sanitation and to some extent
diet is looked after By governmental
or philanthropic agencies.

Rate in Proportion ¥

Infant mortality is largely in pro-
portion too thae birti-rate, The more
children a women has the more of
them die. This comes from several
causes. The chief of them is that
on the average people so low in in-
telligence as to lack all foresight
in the matter of K becoming ' parents
havs the largest families. There
are exceptions to this rule, but they
are not so numerous as to affect the
statistics much. X

They may lack foresight and its
resultant control over the blrth-rgte

because of hereditary moronism. Mo-
rons breed like flies. They may
lack it because of a faulty education
or none at all. They may lack it
because they like in a savage or
half-civilized society. In all such

Tom Sims Says

In a Kentucky village they stopped
a clock’s striking because it" kept
the people awake, but they ‘could let
it strike during church.

Lovers of Swiss cheese will en-
joy learning almost a million pounds
has been imported. Don’'t let the
mice hear about this.

If you don't ecare what you say
you can say the Utah people snowed
in four days were under the weather.

~Missing California messenger and

$10,000 was caught in South Amer-
ica. Cops claim that was carrying
it too far.

More girls are taking up basket-

11, perhaps because it 18 such ex-
cellent training for bargain counter
rushes.

If a Chicago woman ,didn’t kiss
her husband for nine years, afid she
says she didn't, how did she get
money away frcra him?

Expedition has gone to the Malay
Peninsula to study wild men. Don’t
have to go that far to study wild
women.

Trainers say lions are the only
wild animals capable of affectiom,
but how about bedbugs?

Doctors say flve people in New
York who thought they ate some
good oysters, didn’t.

“We have, too many single men,”
finds a Denver minister. An old
maid tells us the statement is cor-
rect.

(Copyright. 1925, NEA Serviee, Inc.)

cases their birth-rate is” high and
the death-rate among their children
is correspondingly high. The Chi-
nese are the classic instance of the
prevalence of all these factors mak-
ing’ for a high birth-rate. These
factors must affect the future popu.
lation of the United States as well.

In *such a Nation as ours the
Government will look more and more
to the saving of the lives of -the
children. Thus sanitation and the
betterment of diet, more or less en-
forced, will gradually prevent the
deaths of children in large families.
This will save many splendid chil-
dren; but in the long run -it will
give the advantage in the struggle
for existence to strains of people
who lack the intelligence to con-
trol their birth-rate.

Natural Limit

It will remove the f#itural limit
which moronism placdes upon its
own multiplication. It is one of the
disadvatages of philanthropic activi-
ties among the submerged tenth and
of state effectiveness in sanitation
that it creates an advantage for
hereditary weakness in the matter
of exemption from its own natural
penalties, which tends to destroy the
very civilization itself through the
slow deterioration of the population
through the survival of thg unfit.

The Mexican death-rate among
the children is tragic; but the think-
er may get what comfort he c¢cin
fiom the thought that in the main
it prevents the increase of the un-
fit. The highest task of the Mexi-
can government should be (o extir-
pate the pcverty, do away with the
ignorance from which comes insani-
tary conditions, and to see to it that
the demeonstrably unfit- do not have
children. Thus Mexico could save

her children and gradually save her-’

self from having the milllons who
should not be born.

The reader may draw his own pre-
scription for the United States.
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