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CANAL ZONE

CONDITIONS

MAKE AIR ATTACK EASY

+Simms, Times Writer, Inspects Defenses in Panama and
Finds Few:

By WILLIAM PHILIP SIMMS

Times Foreign Correspondent

Better to see what kind of a job
our airmen would face if called upon
to prevent an enemy blowing up the
Panama Canal from the clouds, I
went up with squadron leader, Cap-
tain Randolph of Texas.

Before I came down I knew. It
will be some job. Nature makes it
s0. For nine months in the year
clouds in dense masses hover over
the zone or float lazily across in bil-
lowy islands, with the sky showing
like patches of blue sea between.

We took off from France field, the
only practicable hopping-off place in
the zone. It is only half as big as
it ought to be. The fleld is a filldn,
a reclaimed marsh formerly covered
with water at high tide.

We took off between showers, and
mud and water splashed our fuse-
lage and wings so that when we
came down we still resembled a
transcontinental touring car after a
round-trip run. 2

Out over the Caribbean we roared
to gain altitude. Turning, we crossed
the Colon breakwater and headed
for the Atlantic entrance to the
canal, visible across Navy -Bay.

Zone Is Small

My chief impression ‘was the small-
ness of the Canal Zone. We were
all over the place—from coast to
coast and back again in thirty-two
minutes.

At the start I scarcely had time
to turn my head for one good look
at the panorama 3,000 feet below me
before the bottom: seemed to drop
out and we were zooming down,
head first, toward the famous Ga-
tun locks, six miles inland. A few

seconds more and we wéfe barking
on our wing-tip just above the won-
derful Gatun spillway whose ma-
chinery controls the waters of the
lake and makes electrical power for
the entire Zone.

With a roar we turned and shot
up like a bullet, high over the lake,
to get a better view of its dead-
tree-snagged , surface. Then we
coasted down again, skimming past
a Portuguese tramp steamer so low
that her funnel towered above us.
Then back up again and along over
the great Culebra cut, from which
our steam shovel had dug 146,000,000
cubic feet of dirt.

One good look and we flashed past
Pedro Miguel and the Miraflores
locks, which step the ships down to
sea-level again, while the next min-
ute saw us careening over the Pa-
cific itself. A left turn and a whirr:
Panama City lay below. Then,
mounting high, we hit a bee-line for
our base at Coco Solo, whence we
started.

My second strongest impression—
and it is giving away no military
secrets to say so—was that from the
sky the destructiorn of the canal
would be a cin¢h, unless made aerial-
ly impregnable.

Wide Open

The locks, the spillway, the con-
trol-houses and a dozen other vital
spots already known and plotted by
every interested forelgn power, are
wide open to attack from the clouds.

Only maximum preparedness BE-
FOREHAND will do any good in the
event of hostilities. Otherwise every
element in the situation would favor
the aerial ambushers. To wait un-
til AFTER hostiities begin to build
up the necessary defenses, would

There are not enough troops in
the Zone properly to police it. Bar-
racks are lacking, were more sud-
denly to be sent. Many ' already
there are poorly housed in leaky
shacks. There aren’t encugh air-
planes, by half, and most of those
now in use are old. The one air
field is too small and the money ‘o
enlarge this one is not suffcient as
the ohly way to make it bigger is by
costly dredging.

On the Pacific side there is no air
fléld at all. There is the beginning
of one, but it is too tiny and too
boggy for use.

Few Navy Planes

Navy planes are fewer still. They,
too, are mos_tly old siock and are air-
worthy, thanks to a service person-
nel that have a genius for making
repairs.’ I saw some planes,  the
laminated woodwork of which could
be pulled cpart with the fingers—
veterans of the World War which
had seen service overseas, but which
had been left to stand in Franch
rains too long. -

Panama, to be even fairly secure,
must have fortifications equipped
with modern, long-range guns, now
lacking. She must have ample per-
sonnel, for the land, sea and alir.
There must be enough planes to
cover both coasts, and do sentry
duty 300 miles out to sea. And there
must be naval auxiliaries, surface
and submarine craft, to patrol the
gulfs, bays and inlets.

If 'ever an enemy submarine slips
past our cordon and, under the
cover of darkness, lands a squadron
of demountable planes on a nearby
“savana,” only a miracle can pre-
vent the aircraft dropping out of
the clouds some morning about day-
break and putting an end to the
Canal

Breaks Wrist in Fall
Mrs. Nellle Heustis, 36, of 1036
E. Washington St., i8 in Methodist
Hospltal suffering with a broken left
wrist' sustained today when she
slipped and fell to the icy pavement.
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ing Thursday night at the D. A. R.
house, 824 N. Pennsylvania St., are:
Mrs. Otls Adams, Robert- Burke, L.
O. Griffith, vite presidents; Miss
Marie Todd, secrétary; Turner Mes-
sick, treasurer,’and Paul Hadley, E
Wilson B. Parker, Ada Schulz, Louls |§
Mueller, Marie Goth, Dale Bessire
and Homer G, Davidson, directors.

CLUB ELECTS.

E.B.'Slt:man:r' Chosen New President
‘ aty Annual Meeting.

E. R, Sitzman is the new presi-

dent of the Indiana Artists’ Club.
Other offjcers named at annual meet-

est Corner Alabama and Wash’ gton
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The Buick frout axle
is the strongest type
ever put on a motor
car. Buick engineers
tested every kind of
front axle built, and
chosea one-piece,dgop-
forged I-beam.

[

Drastic Reductions on Hundreds of Fashionable
. Winter Coats to Reduce Our Huge Stock
in Record-Breaking Time.

EXPENSIVE FURS

Lay-Away
Department

If there werea better axle,
Buick would have it

P-10-24-B —S8quirre] —Wolf —Nutria -—Mapdel —Fox
h A Small —Marmink —Northern Seal —Black Wolf
. Deposit Will -—American Opossum
BUICK MOTOR COMPANY s s GORGEOUS MATERIALS
: iy —Buckskin Suede  —Suede Cut ' —Brytonia
Division of General Motors Corporation Wanted. 4

—Diagonal Bolivia —Doeskin Suede
—Lustered Bolivia —Fur Fabrics —Novelties
—Fashionable Winter Materlais

Indianapolis Branch, Meridian at Thirteenth

Central Buick Company,
2917-2919 Central Ave.

Huff-Buick Sales Company,

Illincis and Vermont Sts.

' Misses’
Thornburg-Lewis Motor Company, Si
3839 East Washington Street 1Zes,
14 to 19

WHEN BETTER AUTOMOBILES ARE BUILT, BUICK WILL BUILD THEM

' Imagine! 1¢ Down Buys Any

Big Values!

1c Down buys any ‘one of

‘Again this year—Rogers comes forward with this sensational offer!. Tomorrow
9 a. m. we begin our Annual 1¢ Down Sale!
any of these great advertised specials'by payin
RANGED IN EASY WEEXLY OR SEMI-MONTHLY SUMS TO SUIT YOUR CONVENIENCE.

Here’s Your Chance! 1c

15-Jeweled Wrist
gold-filled case in
this popular new
shape -— pay
1¢ DOWN

,
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Silverplate Special lc Down

Just imagine—26 pleces of
the famous Wm. Rogers
Sliver Plate“at this very
low price. 1¢ Down Is all
you need pay.. 1

< W

MEET -
ROGERS

to Indiaapois Starts Tomorrow
Advertised Special!
i fi ‘

Consider this offer, folks—it méans that you can buy
only 1c Down—THE BALANCE WILL BE AB-

own Buys

Sizes, 36 to 44

Larger
Women,
46 to 5615

Very Special

DRESS SALE

For Street, Afternoon, Business, Eve-
ning, Dinner, Dance and Party Wear

FASHIONABLE MATERIALS
—Chiffon Velvets —Poiret Twills —Can-
ton Crepes —Beaded Models' —Georgettes
—French Flanrel
—Crepe de

Chines
—S8mart

Grand
Clean-Up
HAT SALE

Satins Satins, Velvets and Metallics.
Different sizes, shapes and
—=8atin Cantons colors. All suitable for early

$

—Twill Sheens Spring wear. Values up to $3.95,

Misses, 14 to 20 $ =
Women, 32 to 44 ° i =
Stouts, 46 to 54 . . e
Squirrel Beautiful Ladies’ and Children’s Fur-
Fur Fox Scarfs Misses’ 2Piece Trimmed Coats.
Chokers | Friday Special Silk Knitted Suits Sizes 3 to 14
$ $
24 .r 0 6
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Better for Less » GUARANTEE
d Cords

»
)Jmorning promptly at

Diamon Radiators for Fords

a Diamond!

Big, husky, handsome Sl:ell 41)1 staml[:eg
cords with unusual | 8teel . W
-comb
: service written all over | whren g ives
Buy NOW! thems. The tractor | maxidum cool-

type tread will stick to | lng surface and

50 DIAMOND TUBES

30x3l,; GRAY $1 é :

SPECIAL

Friday and Saturday, DOUBLE

DIAMOND FABRICS

30x3 $f.50 30x31-2 37_.52

Closed Sunday Morning

During January and February. Open Saturday Nights
To 9:30 P. M.

GUARANTEE

TIRE and RUBBER CO.

Twe Indianapolis Stores
'211-213 §. lllinois St.  938-942 Virginia Ave.

All items except radiator sent postpaid anyw within
mnﬁluo(lnglmlh. Send check or pos money
er. : . : o~ i B :

‘26




