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Utility Attorney Withdraws

Question of Benjamin

Perk.

HEARING GRCWS HEATED

Company Fails to Break|
Down Testimony of Public
Witness.

Charges that some of
testimony presented by the
in the water
sented ‘‘for a page
papers’’ and the insinuation that
Benjamin Perk,
for the city, had d
‘‘just plain erooked accounting”’
were hurled the
the public service commission to-

city
rate case was pre-
in the news-
expert

resorte to

in case before

day.
Perk was being
Willlam A. Mcin
' the company. MclInern
break down Perk's st

lers h
of onl

common stockhol
original investment
“Isn't your persistence in referr
to that figure for newspaper
sumption and just plain crooked ae-
counting?’ McInerny shouted.
“It is not,” Perk replied.

0,000

con-

mber of Commerce, iptervened.

Apology Dema.léod

‘““You are too big a man, Mr. Me-
Inery, to put such a question to
witness,” he said. “I demand that the
question be withdrawn and that you
apologize.”

“I'll withdraw the question.
save time,” MclInery replied.

Earller In the questioning MeclIr
had referred to figures on stoc Ic
ers’ 1nvestmen: given by the city as
intended for “a page In the rewspa-
pers.”

One question followed another and
Perk persisted in standing by his fig-
ures. In no instance did the company
succeed in breaking down single
oit of evidence. MclInerny was becom-
ing plainly excited and was conduct
ing the questioning in a loud voice.

Early in day Pickgns com-
plained he could not' hear McInerney's
questions. As the questioning be-
came heated Pickens broke in with:

“I'm not having any trouble hear-
ing you now.”

Before the cross-examination started
Perk presented a number of exhibits
based on vall n « of the
United States Supreme Court in two
supporting much

fh

It will

the

ons

cases, the valuati

of the city's cor on and the fig-
ures ranged from $9,985,000 to $11,-
€49,000, according to the bases used.

Discuss Compromise Rumor
At the opening of the hearing Pick-
ens and Clarence E. Weir, attorney for
viec organizations, referred to a story
‘lrinted in an evening newspaper con-
cerning a possible compromise valua-

tion to be arrived at by the commis-|

sion.

“The Chamber of Commerce and |

others have been quoted as talking
about a compromise valuation,” Pick-
ens said. “The Chamber of Commerce
has not and will not talk about com-
promise of any element in this case.”

Welr made a similar statement for
the civic clubs.

Commissioner Oscar Ratts, presid-
ing, replied that ‘“this commission is
not going to be influenced by the
newspapers.’’

Frequent references were made to
newspapers and the attitude of the
newspapers in the case.

HOURLY TEMPERATURE

Ice Cream

Did Dolly Madison invent ice
cream?

A reader of this paper wanted
to be properly grateful to her
if she did, so he asked our Wash-
ington Bureau. The answeér is
printed in today’s Question and
Answer column on Page 4.

If there is some point of in-
terest on which you are not in-
formed, write to our Washing-
ton Bureau and see what they
can do for you. Write out the
question briefly and plainly, sign
your name and address, and
mail to the Washington Bureau
of The Indianapolis Times, en-
closing a 2-cent postage stamp
for reply.

CITIZENS
DEMAND:
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the |

witness

Willlam A. Pickens, attorney for the |

Told Desire to Governor
MoCray.

SITUATION TALKED OVER|

| Presentation of Request Not
Expected Until Successor
Is Chosen.

Glenn Van Auken of Auburn,|
a member of the public service|
commission, has made it known
to State officials that he intends
[to resign and the matter is under
tion by other members
commission and thef
it was learned today.|

| considera

| of

‘10\'(‘!‘!10!‘,

Pe sistent criticism of the commis-
sion known to have ‘‘grated” on
| Van Auken’s nerves uyntil some time
agc he brought the n?ntter to the at-|
| tention of John W. McGCardle, chair-
man of the commission.

McCardle is understood to have dis- |
suaded Van Auken from resigning at
that time.

the

is

Reports Criticism
About a week ago, when Van Auken
was presiding at a local utility case
the city, certain insinuations

ve been made by per- |
*d. Van Auken immedi
McCardle with the

ly acquainted
Is i to have declared

no longer.”

an to have come

érnor McCray, |

ition of Gov
o tried to

dissuade Van Auken.
the commission megnbers, ex-
g Van Auken, met in conference
r McCray and it was
the situation was discu
again. iIs not thought likely
Van Auken will tender his resignation |

to MeC until arrangements have|

heen made for a successor.
Appointed in 1019 |

Van Auken was appointed a Demo-
cratic member of the cor

1y

nission June |

2, 1919, by Governor James P. Geood- |
rich Hig term expired May 1, ‘.‘2'&.‘
t which time he was reappointeg:

gether with Edgar Blessing to a hxr |
year term. Since \,l'z Auken became |
a member of body he has sat in a

number of important utility cases. | ———————
Among these were the Indiana Bell |
Telephone Company’s case, on which |
Van Auken i{s now working to com-

plete an order, and the citizenz Gas
Company case. His salary is $6,000 |
a year.

PRESIDENT’S FATHER MAY |
FLY TO SON’S BEDSIDE |

Air Service | lm:ul\ to l-‘urnlsh

Plane for Flight.
By United Preass
WASHINGTON, Aug. 1-—If I)r.L
George T. Harding, father of the Presi- |
ient, wants to fly to San Francisco|
from Marion, Ohio, to be at his son's|
bedside, the Army alr service is ready |
to supply a machine and pllot.
Officials here indicated Dr. Hardmg]
had only to express the desire |

A.C. BABSON NEW
~ POWDER €0, HEAD

|Successor to C. O'B. Murphy
Assumes Duties.

A. C. Babgen until recently vice-
i pregident of the West Virginia Water
and Electric Company of Charleston,
| W. Va., became vice-president and
general manager of the Central In-
diana Powef Company today. The
Merchants Heat & Light Company of
| this city is a part of the Indiana
Power Company. The selection of
Babson was announced by Joseph H.
Erewer of Grand Rapids, Mich., pres-
ident of the compan.y Babson took
up his duties immediately- He suc-
ceeded Charles O'B. Murphy, who re-
signed last week.

Babson was with the West Virginla
concern for five years. Prior to that
he was with the North American Com-
pany of Wisconsin.

No immediate changes in policy or
personnel of the company is contem-
plated, Babson sald.

'DAUGHTER ASKS DAMAGES

Mrs. Mabel Herman Demands $10,000
for Death of Mother.

Charging that the motorman re-
fused to slow down his street car, re-
sulting In the death of Mrs. Nannie
| Brunton, 72, at Oliver Ave. near Birch
| St., Sept. 13, 1922, Mrs. Mabel Her-
| man, daughter of the victim, filed suit |

|in Superior Court for $10,000 dam-
,ages from the Thdianapolis Street
‘[ Railway Company.
\

Army

The company denied the charges.

Democrats to Meet
The Democratic State committee
has been called to meet at the Clay-
pool Aug. 9 to consider campalgn
plans, by Walter S. Chambers, State

N

|ers led by

e @
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FOUR UTILITIES TAKE

RATE CUT IN ILLINOIS

CADLE CHORNOW

INFRESH TURMOIL

| Tabernacle Factions in New |

Issue Over Name.

They shall not
der the name of ‘‘(
Inc.”

That was the determination of the
faction of the Cadle Tabernacle sing-
E. Howard Cadle, making
strenuous efforts this afternoon in
Circuit Court to procure a temporary
| injunction against the faction led by

picnie—at least
7ipsy Smith Choir,

Cholr Leader Joe Overmeyer.
The Overmeyer faction, which |
'~(‘f7,‘."1 the name *“Gipsy Smith Choir,”

by incorporating recently, should
restrained from holding a plenic
Saturday evening in Garfield
under the ‘‘auspices of the Gipsy
Smith Choir, Inec.,” Attorneys Or-
bison and Zeckiel said. Furithermore,
the Cadle faction wants the Over-
meyer faction to be restrained from
any use of the name.

Circuit Judge H. C. Chamberlain
was being sought to grant
The judges are

park

on vacation. 4
!

MRS/BEDINGER BELIEVED
FOUND IN HOSPITAL

Identity of Missing Ohio
Thought Established.
By Times Special

WABASH, Ind., Aug. 1.—A woman
believed to be Mrs. Anna Marle Bed-
inger, who mysteriously disappeared
from her home in Cincinnati, June
22, is in the hospital here where she
gave birth a week ago to a son.

Dr. James Wilson, who attended
the woman, and hospital authorities
say the description of Mrs. Bedinger
sent out by the Cincinnati police fits
the patient.

Fifteen days ago she registered at
a local hotel as Edith Harris, Detroit.
Later she was taken to the hospital,
where the child was born.

A nation-wide search has been made
for the Cincinnati woman. Before
she disappeared she told her mother
that she had received a telephone
call from her husband saying he had
been Injured and was in a hospital.
She was il at the time and it is safd
her mind was affected.

KLAN OFFICIALS ABSENT

Valparaiso Representative Here to
Confer on Purchase,
Representatives of Valparaiso Uni-
varsity were in Indianapolis today to
confer with high officials of the Ku-
Klux Klan in regard to astablishing
the university as a Klan institution.
Milton Elrod, editor of the Fiery
Cross, official Klan paper, said that
as far as he knew no high Klan offi-
clals were ¢n the city today. He said

them late this week,

Woman

un- |

be |
next |

a hearing. |

e

Compames Cooperate to Re-
duce Prices From War

]
Level,
NOTE—This is the first of a
| wseries of articles showing how
llinois keeps its utility rates down
and why it is possible to reduce

them there while companies in In-
| diana are asking for increases.

By FELIX F. BRUNER

Times Staff Correspondent

CHICAGO, Aug. 1.—While

Indianapolis rate increase cases are
pending before Indiana public serv-
ice commission reduced rates were put
into effect by two utilities here today
and the Illinois Bell Telephone Com-
pany before the Illinois com-
merce commission attempting to show

was

why it should not decrease Its rates.
| At the same time decreases were put
into effect by two other Illinois utili-
ties not operating in Chicago.

The commerce commission i{s mak-
|ing a drive for decreased rates. It
feels, an officlal of the commission
| said, that prices must come down to
|a reasonable basis from war prices.

Little Opposition

Consequently Illinols utilities, unlike
Indiana utilitles, are not asking for
increases. And there is little strenu-
| ous opposition on the part of utilities
[to decrease, indicating they probably
| are justified.

An instance of the cooperation re-
celved by the Illlnos commission is
the case of the Commonwealth Edison
Company, which supplies electricity

(Continued on Page 11)

POSTAL RECEIPTS GROW

July Cash 16 Per Cent Greater Than
" in 1922,

Postal receipts for July showed an
increase of $41,304.75, or 16.66 per
cent, over those of July, 1922, Robert
H. Bryson, postmaster, announced to-
day. Total receipts for the month
were $290,704.48. I

Woman Arrested as Forger
Miss Lena Gigmer, allas Roseland+
Elliott, 23, of 615 Maxwell St., was
arrested today by Detectives Stone and
Daltop on an affidavit sworn to by
B. E. Cody, 1060 W. Twenty-Eighth
8t., alleging Miss Gigmer forged a
check for $20 which, was cashed at the
Cody Millinery Company.

| Pedals Lock, Throwing Rider

three |

BOYINREDIN
RACE ON BICYCLE:

to Pavement.
A bicycle race around Monument |

Place at 3:30 a. cost Harry |
Waescott, 156, of 1124 Wright St., West-

m. may

ern Union messenger, his life, city
hospital authorities said.
Wescott's pedal caught in that of

2762

Robert Rudell, N. 8Sherman Dr.,
with whom he was racing. Wescott
was pitched over the handle bars. He
suffered concussion of the brain.
Rudell carried %he injured lad to
the telegraph office, Monument Pl |
and Meridian St. He was unconscious
thirty minutes before police \\'vru,‘
| called, according to officers. |
The boy is the son of Harry
Wescott Sr.

[HREE TRAINMEN
KILLED IN WRECK

Five Others Injured When
Engine Splits Switch,

By United Press
NASHVILLE, Tenn., Aug. l.—

{Three trainmen were killed and flve

other persons injured short]ly before
midnight when a switch engine on
the Loulsville & Nashville split a
switch and slde-swiped the west-bound
Nashville, Chattanooga & St. Louls
freight train, No. 42,

The dead, all members of the train
crew of No. 42, are: W. Y. Mason,
conductor; F. H: Smith, engineer; ‘
H. Trasher, brakeman.

All were buried beneath the engine,

Smith’'s right arm, severed from
the body, was found with the hand
clutching the throttle.

| the Tabernacle Baptist Church, sald
something ought to be done to pre-
vent acidents. All of those inter-

| viewed thought
| be allowed so close to the crossing as | Blessing.

o & @ @
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lCounCIIman Walter W, Wise to Intro

quiring Watchman
T.H, L &

duce Ordinance Re-
at Tibbs Ave. and
E. Tracks.

Trees and Freight Cars Obscure View From Both North and
South—Todd Says N

ment Cont

Residents near Tibbs Ave. an
Indianapolis and Eastern Tractio
Mary Coy, 43, of 3518 W. Michig

City Councilman Walter W. Wise
announced he would introduce an
ordinance Monday night to compel
the traction company to maintain a|
watchman there. The railroad com-
pany has a warning bell.

Mrs. Coy's death was
at the crossing in thirteen years.
automobile was struck.

Meanwhile, Robert I. Todd,
dent of the trgction company,
knew of plans the compa
to protect the public at the cro

the x&\'omh
Her

presi
said he

no had

Councilman Gets Busy

“I'll ses that an ordinance is drafted |
today

and {t will be introduced in the |

Monday night,” sald Wise
£ a dangerous crossing and
wuld be protected.” |

W. T. Bailly, assistant city attor-|
ney, said he would draft an ordinance
s soon as ordered by Wise, ‘

Neighbors sald the accident m\vl‘.'l!
have been avoided had a \\'.\u‘hmnnI
Leen on duty.

Mrs. Coy's view of the interurban
crossing was obscured by trees.|®
Freight cars on the Big Four tracks| “®
paralleling the electric lines obscure
the “view from the other direction
Five railroads and two Interurban

tracks parallel at the crossing.
Residents Are Aroused

going to do something
Cdith -Batly, 917

“Wa are
soon,” sald Mrs.
Tibbs Ave.,
railroad property. “I have been liv-
ing here six years and. during that
time two fatal accidents have oc-
curred, besides numerous
ones."

Joe Thompson, 65, of 935 Tibbs
Ave., sald that he would like to have
the job as watchman at the crossing-

“I'm not able to work in a factory,”
he said, ‘But I am able to do a job
like that. I'd guarantee that none
would get hurt while I was on duty.”

Filve years ago there was a watch-
man at the crossing, but he was
moved, acording to the residents.

Pastor Joins Movemént
<!

The Rev. C Greenfieid, pastor of

box cars should not

| to obstruct view of autoists,

Expressions of others:
Mrs. Edith Batty, 917 N. Tibbs

Ave.—We are going to do something| for the Big Four railroad and the

and do it soon. We haven®™any civic |
organization to act through, but we|
are going to put a stop to these ac- |
cidents Three people have been |

killed here since I've been living int

this nelghborhood, and that's sixi
years,
Watchman Moved
M. W. Summers, 927 N. Tibbs Ave,

—There used to be a watchman there
five years ago. We need cne there

now. I don't know why they ever
moved him.

Mrs. K. Branell, 943 N. Tibbs Ave.
—I1 certainly believe they ought to
have a watchman.

Mrs. S. N. Brooks, 956 N. Tibbs

Ave.—The rallroad company ought
not back ‘their freight cars up to the

crossing. It's {impossible to see
whether a train is approaching or not.
The Rev. C. P. Greenfield, 626
Somerset Ave., Pastor Tabernacle

Church—By all means there should be
a watchman, the box cars obstruct
the view.

TROLLEY STRIKE DISRUPTS
SERVICE IN NEW JERSEY

Six Thousand Men Out Demanding
Wage Increase.
By United Press

NEWARK, N. J,, Aug. 1.—Trolley
service throughout New Jersey was
disrupted today by a strike of more
than 6,000 employes of the Public
Service Rallway Company.

Walkout of conductors, motormen
and shop workers in 140 munici-
palities began at midnight. The issue
was a raise of approximately 15 cents
an hour in wages, refused by the
company.

T

Postoffice Man‘Endg Long Service

HARLES H. BYFIELD, as-
C sistant postmaster, in point of
service one of the oldest em-

ployes in the Indianapolis postoffice,
retired today after thirty-eight years
of continuous service.

He was retired at his own request
on account of illness. He has net

year and since May .has spent very
little time at his desk.

He was regarded as one of the best
informed and most valuable employes
in the postal service. His connection
with the Indianapolis postoffice began
in October, 1886, when he was ap-
pointed clerk. He was projjpted to
‘superintendent of the mofey order de-

been in good health for more than a

.

-

partment, April 10, 1898, position he

i 4l aaat e

held until Nov, 20, 1910 when he be-
came money order cashier.

He became assistant postmaster
Sept. 1, 1913, and held this position
under Postmasters Robert E. Spring-
steen and Robert H. Bryson until his
retirement.

Postmaster Bryson said that a suo-
oe-ortoByneldwlllnotbonl.qu
uuﬂl later.

whose home adjoins the|

smaller |
|
|

| sion

|
|
|
|
|

| to discuss any
| malicious statements made by Shank

Improve-

emplated.

d the Big Four and Terre Haute,
n Company crossing, where Mrs. |
an St., was killed Tuesday by an/

4

BLESSING TERMS
HANK'S CHARGES |
AS “SLANDEROUS

Denies Representing Utilities
Since He Took State
Office.

Charges by Mayor Shank that he
1as been attorney for several Indian-

apolis utilities since he became a
State official, today were termed ‘“'slan-
1s and malicious,” by Edgar M.

| 1g, member of the public serv-

ice commission.

| Bless and Commissioners Jchn
| W. McCardle, Oscar Ratts and Mau-
rice Douglass conferred with Gover-

nor McCray, but Blessing said it was
not about Shank's statements,

Blessing several weeks ago with-
| drew from the water rate hearing
| when Shank charged he had visited
Clarence H. Geist, president of the In-
| dlanapolls Water Company, in the
East.

Captain Pope Investigates
Shank charged at the Brookside

municipal theater Tuesday evenhg‘
that Police Capt. Roy Pope found rec- |
ord of Blessing's appearance rurr
utilities in Hendricks County on court |
records at Danville, Ind. The rec-

ords, according to the mayor, show|

Blessing's law firm name of Blesmm'
& Stevenson connected with ten cases|
since May 17, 1921, when Bless‘ng be-
came a commissioner.

“I have not represented a single
utility or railroad company in any
capacity since I came on the commis-i
in 1921 nor have I received a|
dollar emolument or any other com-
| pensation from any such source,” said

Profit to Stevenson.

“Stevenson has tried some cases
Pennsylvania railroad and may have

Traction Company, which wus abso- |
lutely individual profit for Stevenson.
The firm was formed about' the time
I came on the commission.

“At this time I do not care further
of the slanderous or

or any other person.”

SHERIFF PROMISES
[0 PROTECT PARTY

Catholics Appeal to Prose-
cutor as Rumors Come In.

Protection of an annual lawn social
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, to
be given by the congregation of the
St. Anne's Catholic Church, Mars
Hill, was promised the pastor, Father
J. F. Patterson, today by Prosecu-
tor William P. Evans. Father Patter-
son notified the prosecutor that
threats had been made that the social
would not be allowed in the open air.

“Any one in pureguit of lawful busi-
ness or pleasure will certainly be pro-
tected in this county,” sald the prese-
cutor, who notified Sheriff George
Snider to attend to it. No raffles will
be allowed, howaver, Evan s sald.

“Why, sure, I'll see they're pro-
tected, and every one else needing it,”
sald Sheriff Snider. *“‘That's what I'm
elected for.”

‘“We have recelved no direct threats,
only rumors,” sald Father Patterson.
“The other night when we were hold-
Ing a committee meeting on the social,
some one lit a flery cross across the
street and ran.”

Watch Out for Chickens

Enough chickens to serve a hotel
full of guests were on their way to
Indianapolis today, according to word
to police. John Miller and Robert

Lee, farmers near New Augusta, Ind.,
telephoned that chickens were stolen.
They sald marks on the ground
showed the thieves started toward
dianapolis in a spring mon

mm

MAKE CROSSING SAFE!
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Van Auken Asks to Re31gn Job on Public Service Commission

s Andoratond 1 finse) ThlS Picture Shows Tibbs Ave. Death
Trap Where Seven Have Been Kllled(

|SEVENTH DEATH IN 13 YEARS CALLS FOR ACTION

PRESIDENT SHOWS

IMPROVEMENT AS
CRISIS 15 PASSED

Executive Abie to Sit Up In
Bed and Read Newspapers
This Morning.

}mu'rnr ban, today demanded that the crossing be guarded by a| 'SPENDS RESTFUL NIGHT

watchman,

Telegrams of Sympathy and
Hope for Quick Re-

4 '
covery Received,
By LAWRENCE MARTIN

United Press Staff Correspondent

WITH PRESIDENT HARD-
ING, PALACE HOTEL, SAN
FRANCISCO, Aug. 1.—Presi-
dent Harding was sitting up in
bed reading the newspapers this
morning when physicians entered
the sick chamber for their fore-

noor consultation.

The President greeted them cheer-
fully. He was able to eat the best
meal since his {liness at breakfast
this morning. He took little else than
a cup of warm milk, a soft boiled egg
and a piece of toast.

Physicians attending the President
are optimistic over the great improve-
ment shown by the patient and de-
clare rest and sleep are slowly but
steadily restoring the rugged health
of the executive.

Dr. Sawyer stated, howewer.
President is not yet out of danger and
because of the nature of his illfiess
close watch will be kept, as any num-
ber of complications may arise.

Countless telegrams expressing

the

{sympathy and hope for quick recov-

ery have been received from every
State in the Nation.

Morning Bulletin.

The morning bulletin read:

“The President is fairly comfortar
ble this morning, after a few hours
sleep. His breathing is less labored
and there is but little cough. The
lung condition is about the same as
| yesterday. He is still much exhaust-
ed, but maintains his normal buoy-
ancy of spirit. Small amounts of food
are now belng taken regularly and
there is regular satisfactory elimina-
tion. The temperature is 99 degrees;
pulse, 114; respiration, 30. While
progress i{s being made, every care is
necessary to secure freedom from
further complications.

“C. E. SAWYER, M. D.”

This bulletin confirmed in every
particular the unofficial statements of
the President’s doctors made last
night and early this morning to the

| done some work for the T. H., 1. & E. | effect that progress from now would

probably be very slow but steady,
and that the main task of the doctors
would be to prevent any complica
tions arising.
Every hour of eleep the President
gets now is just that much medicine
(Continued on Page 11)

UNMASKED BANDITS
GET $16,000 IN CASH

Paying Teller of Baltimore Bank

Robbed In City’'s Business Section.
By United Press

BALTIMORE, Md., Aug. 1~Three
unmasked men robbed the paying
teller of the State branch of the
Baltimore Trust Company, in the
heart of the city’'s busiest section to-
day of $16,000, less than forty minutes
before the bank was acheduled to
open.

The bandits were frightened away,
leaving more than $50,000 behind.

BOY LOCKED UP IN BATH

Firemen Called to Release Youngster
When Lock Falls.

Kendrick Dadswell, 7, of Buffalo,
N. Y., visiting at the home of Carlton
Wagner, 1107 N. Keystone Ave., went
into the bathroom today and locked
the door. He could not unlock it.

After members of the family tried
in vain to get the door open with a
screw-driver firemen were called. They
rescued him with a ladder.

Wilson Sends
His Sympathy

By United Press
WASHINGTON, Aug. 1—For-

mer President Woodrow Wilson
today sent a message to Presi-
dent Harding at San Francisco,
sympathizing with the executive
in his {llness.

Mr. Wilson expressed the hope
the President spéedily will re-
cover. Whe ¥x-President himself
was stricken {ll while on a speak-
ing tour of the country in behalf
of the League of Nations and has
not yet recovered.




