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SHE sat dry-eyed, incoherent pray-

ers at her trembling lips. Mostly
sat at his

Ben had fashioned for

her.

The hours dragged by, the night

sloped down to the forest: and the
dawn follow the night. Ben’'s life
still flickered, like a flame in the wind, |
in the twililght land between life and
death.
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at hand—not from his i t
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She walked to the mouth of
cave, and Famine itself stood close,
waiting in the shadows. She gazed
out into the gathering gloom.
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she did not touch the man, only |
bedside in the crude chair |
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and |
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] and she saw his face plainly through
| the @w spruce boughs.
{

she saw that the man was Ray Brent.
At one side, quite to the edge of the

It was with
a distinct foreboding of disaster that

| firelight, she saw a kyack—one of
those square boxes that are hung |

ion a pack saddle—which seemed to
be heaped with jerked caribou or
| moose flesh: For the time of a breath
she could not take her eyes from it.
| 'han and Neilson were seemingly
| and now Ray was knocking the
rom his pipe. b

oft

ned
not watch

with stun-

but in reali-

Ray's

{ traitor.”
| Neilson le:
| power and

{ home, Ray would
| tered beneath it
| tning
| were

like a
But
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v swift
| leaped in his hands
| The barrel gleamed
| echoed in the
head bowed strangely; and for a mo-
then pitched
dew-wet grass.
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The

silence.

roar
Neilson's

re

ment he stood swaying,
‘ff-m'ard in the
| Beatrice’s last
| seriously

15e

wounded: and Ray's arm

nto deep |

move- |

had fallen,

| selzed her as, screaming, she tried to
flee.

The shot that wounded Jeffery
Neilson carried far through the forest
aisles. It came clear as a vcice to
| the cavern where Ben lay.

‘ he man started violently in his |
| cot. His entire nervous system

| seemed to react.
|

{ The truth was that the sound acted

| much as a powerful stimulant to his |

| retarded nervous forces
| gave a great leap
| its familiar world.

| The only
{ the shot

His
and remembered

was that a
| fired by some invader in their valley
—in all probability Neilson or one of
nis men.

He looked out of the door of the
cavern, trying to get some idea of
the lateness of the hour. The very
auality of the darkness indicated Yh;nkt
the night was far advanced.

! Instantly hkis keen eyes saw the
far-off gleam of the camp fira on the
distant margin of the lake. His

!s:r;aimnz ear caught the faintest, al-
| most imperceptible vibration In the
{ air—but_Ben recognized it in a flash
{In the Sullen light of that distan:
| camp fire, Beatrice had screamed for
| aid

{ Swiftly he started down the glad
toward her.

Yet in a moment he knew that un
iess he conserved his strength he
cculd not hope to make a fourth of
the distance. At the first he
| swayed, half staggering.

Likely he would come too late te
change the girl's fate. Yet even now
Lz knew he must not turn back
the penalty were death, there must b
no hesitancy in him; he must not with
hold one step.

Hg;fell again and again as he trieu

steps

possible explanation for |
rifle had been |
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LIVERYMAN DAVE WHITAKER TRADED AN OLD SORREL HORSE
FOR A FINE GOLD WATCH DAY BEFORE YESTERDAY——

— THE GOLD WATCRH TURNED GREEN TODAY
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to make headway in the marsh. Only

made, so that it could be pnrmged[ “Put a rope
oo plain he saw that the time was

with greatest possible ease; and his|Chan he said.

around her wrists,

“We don't want to

even now upon him when he could|strckes, though feeble, propelled it take chtnce \her ue .
= aKe char S on? P -] « ay.
ne longer keep his feet at all. slowly through the water. & Shancon o .] r & ‘umr.: s

But gttt AR i 1; e : She wore Ben’s knife at her belt,
ut a hat instant he remembered |and her hand sped toward it But
the canoe. He plunged down into thze! CHAPTER XVII ‘Hm motion, fast as it was, came too
tall tules. Yes, the boat was still in| The Wolf Pack |late. Chan saw it; and leaping swift-
place i For a strange, sti!l moment Ray’s |ly, -his arms went about her and

> &
It took all the strength of his weak- { face seemed devoid of all expression.
e¢ned body to push it out from the|It was flat and lifeless as dark clay.
ceeds. Then Beatrice felt the insult of his
The canoe was strongly but lightly | quickening gaze,

pinned her own arms to her sides.

lay was aiding his confederate now
and in an instant more she was help-
less. 7
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“You haven’t lost all your looks,"”
he told her breathlessly. ‘‘That mouth
is still pretty enough to kiss. And I
guess you won't slap—this time—""

Her volce rose shrilly to a seream.

“Ben—help me!"

(Continued in Our Next Issue)

New republic of Czecho-Slovakia em-
braces three-fourths of the entire in-
dustrial area of the former Austro-

Hungarian empire.

State Officials Investigate Summer
Camp Conditions.

Reports have been received here
of successful operation of the mo-
torized milk and water laboratory now
in Warsaw, wherf representatives of
the State board ¢ esalth are teach-
ing sanitary co ong at summer
resorts.

INSPECTORS  ON  TOUR |,

After completing work at Warsaw
e equipment will be moved to Lake
Wawasee and other vacations areas.,
B. H. Jeup, alocal sanitary engineer,
is in charge.

Caruso published “Dreams of Long
Ago” principally to give his friends
autographed copies.
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