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SECRETARY WALLACE OPENS FIGHT ON BIG PACKER MERGER
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posed Armour-Morris
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By United Press ]

WASHINGTON, Feb. 26.—Secretary |
of Agriculture Wallace today took |
drastic steps to prevent the consum
mation of the merger of the big pack- |
ing interests of Armour & Co. and|
Morris & Co. Acting under the packer |
control law, the secretary served a!
formal complaint against the two|
packing interests, declaring the com-|
bine is a violation of this law.

The two packing companies will be
given an opportunity to present their
case in a hearing before the Secre-|
tary of Agriculture on April 2.
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Present high price of anthracite coal

From this decision the packers may | 3, of is n¢ bv wages paid the
appeal to the Federal Circult Court | itical [ min al cost of production,

day. | ~
1 | according to st '« sent the United
ission by officials of

. Workers of America

of Appeals in Chicago and then the
case may be taken to the Supreme
Court of the United States. Expedi
tion of the legal proceedings is pro-
vided for by the law and heavy pen-
alties for violation of the “‘cease and
desist” order may be imposed by the
court.
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Would Injure Farmer

The main basis of Secretary Wal- |
lace’'s complaint against the piroposed |
combine is that it would lessen com- |
petition, particularly in the buying of |
iivestock, and this would injure the |
American farmer, whose rights the|
control law protects. |
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