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NOW the tax board has conceived a sort of a “pocket veto” to aid it in
aiding Alfred Potts to back new school buildings!

IT IS the difference of opinion as to property valuations that makes a
market for utilities as well as other things.

NEVERTHELESS, it must be apparent that a party chairman who re-
quires an executive board O. K. &s often as Mr. Meeker is not without

faults!

ATTORNEY GENERAL DAUGHERTY appears to have taken upon
himself a good sized burden in announcing that whkile he is in office the
law will be enforced!

Some Obvious Facts

In the matter of the pending petition of the Indiana Electric corporation
to take over a number of public utilities in Indiana, including one in In-
dianapolis, the public service commission must pass on two questions:

Is the proposed merger legal and proper?

Are the conditions under which it is to be consummated such as do not |

{nterfere with the rights or add to burdens of consumers who will be

served by the amalgamation?

The legality of the proposed merger has not been successfully attacked
by the parties appearing in opposition to it. The presumption of the com-
mission doubtless is that the merger is legal and not without propriety.

Wherefore, the greatest interest centers in the conditions under which
it is to be consummated and therein there is room for argument and differ-
ences of opinion.

First, it has been argued that for purposes of the merger the amount of
securities permitted is immaterial as the commission may write into the

order a disavowal of any intention to use the valuations thus established |
This, we believe, is a fallacy for it has been |
well demonstrated in Indiana's experiences with utilities that corporations

for rate making purposes.

may obtain increased rates in order to place themselves in a position to
pay interest obligations which they must meet to avoid bankruptcy. In
fact, the Indiana law specifically grants the commission emergency powers
for the purpose of preserving the solvency of utilitles and this power has not
only been used, but abused in the past.

In the hearing which has been in progress for some time, wide differ- |

ences of opinion have been expressed as to value of the properties to be
merged and the preponderance of the evidence appears to be that the valua
tior on which the new company seeks to issue securities is far higher than
the valuation on which the commission can reasonably

Accordingly, if the amalgamation of these properties is accomplished
as petitioned and securities are issued as proposed, either
buyers will be asked to accept securities that represent valuation
which reasonable returns cannot be justly allowed or the consumers will be
compelled to pay a reasonable return on securities in excess of the valua-
tion of the property they represent.

low it returns.

the security

a on

The public service commission, in justice to security purchasers, should

prevent such issues as are not based on sound values, and the commission
should never authorize a capitalization in excess of a valuation on which
it intends to allow reasonable returns.

If the proposal of the new company to establish a power plant at the
mines and transmission lines to distant consumers is one that will react to
the benefit of the people of the State it should be encouraged.

But the utmost care should be taken to see that the encouragement is
not such as will saddle rates made possible by inflated valuations on the
consumers of these or other utilities.

A Proper Ultimatum

The resolution of the school board calling on t State
act, within seven days, on a petition for a school bond issue that has been
before it since last June is indicative of a proper frame of mind on the part
of the commissioners who voted for it.

It serves as due notice to the Dick Smiths, the Charles Barrys and the
Alfred Potts of this city that they were not selected to manage the school
affairs of Indianapolis by the voters of the city and that thay are not to be
permitted to assume the functions of school commissioners, at will with the
assistance of the subservient gentlemen from Rockport, Greenfleld and
Irvington who are so interested in telling other officials how to act that
they have failed utterly in performing the duties prescribed
by law.

The resolution carried with it the announced intention of going to
court to enforce the law requiring the tax board to pass on petitions of this
kind and the intention is exceedingly good.

The State tax board has had before it the duty of determining whether
bonds shall be issued to pay for new school buildings, and in what amount
these bonds shall be issued, for better than sixty days.

Instead of determining these two questions, which duty is imposed upon

he
a

tax ard to

for them

it by law, the State tax board has been playing with the reactionaries of |’

Indianapolis who oppose all school bulldings, has blocked the building pro
gram for the summer and has endeavored in a dictatorial and wholly irrele-

vant manner to force the school board to surrender control of its affairs to

a self-constituted “committee” of Interest-serving politicians.

In order to put a semblance of decency on their viclous grab at control |
of school affairs the tax hoard members misstated facts, distorted figures |

and resorted to charges against the school commissioners which they knew
could not be substantiated when they made them and which investigation
has proved to be wholly without basis.

Maligning the officials of the school city of Indianapolis, preventing

school children from having comfortable quarters, lending their officia: |

positions to the selfish and vicious schemes of a discredited and disgruntled
faction of peanut politicians without an ounce of progressiveness in their
make-up, the tax board members have proved themselves all that they
should not be.

school commissioners whom no amount of abuse can force to deliver into
the hands of the opponents of good schools the power they have sought by
such despicable methods as have been pursued by the State tax board.

What We Eat

When the time passes wherein the boarding house ceases to serve corn
on the cob at least twice a day, it is comforting to know that meats will be
abundant. Not only pork chops and occasional beef stew will appear, but,
if reports are true, buffalo, zebu, reindeer and elk meat may also grace the
table. Chicken, too, a staple all the year around article—should be served.

It is not to be supposed that the various other meats will permanently
crowd off the round steak, but it is nevertheless of interest to see how the
world is supplying itself with this class of food.

After over twenty years, the herd of reindeer started in Alaska by the
Government has so grown that many may be sent to market as meat yearly,
and still the natives of that northern country may have them for subsist-
ence. Kecently a San Francisco firm shipped 30,000 pounds of dressed meat
from Cape Nome. This initial shipment is to be followed regularly, with
more.

In Canada the buffalo herds have grown so numerous that tha sale of
bison is soon to be commercialized. The hides, properly tanned, are in
‘dom.nd, and the flesh is used throughout the Northwest in ever growing
amount.

Several shiploads of zebu, or Indian bullock, have been sold ‘n Paris.
to take the place of beef. So many cattle were destroyed during the war
that these animals are shipped in from Madagascar and the demand is
great. They are sold cheaper than American or Australian meat. The
animals are raised in that French possession, and the use as meat by
France contributes to the wealth of the colony, at the same time it supplics
food.

Numerous herds of elk in the Western mountains have so grown that
they furnish food for a goodly number of hunters at all seasons.

The world rejoices in novelty of food. A few years 2go the flesh of
a frozen mastadon was found in Russia. It was preserved in ice, where it
had been perhaps for many generations. A meal of it was served in Paris,
Just for the sensation of eating so old and such rare food.

~ Only a few years ago such a diversity of food was impossible. Now

l

| 72 STORY of NINETTE

By RUBY M. AYRES

O Right Here In Indiana

\

|

i Synopsis of Preceding Chapters.

; Ninette, a tiny waif who first saw the
{light of day in cheap lodgings in a dull
}ruud in the worst part of Balham, I8
| Wheeler, who shares

adopted by “Josh”
a scribe on 8

{ his meager earnings as a
{ London paper, with the friendless babe.
{ Under his tender care Ninette grew fo
girlhood and together they planned for
{the future. Josh contracts pueumonii.
| Ninette pawned everything they had and
finally, in desperation, (ries her ha:ql‘
at writing, signing her name ‘““Wheeler.
Her efforts brought a curt note from
| Peter Northard, an editor. Sbe calls at
| his office, but he does not accept the ar-
ticle. Hopelessly, Ninette turns into the
| street an after a long, long walk n_u<)i.1
| herself in a far better class neigh-

| borhood than that in which she and Josh
live. Twe men come from one of the
housss They have left the latchkey 1n
| the dvor. She finds it easy to enter and
| her only thought is to help Josh. Just
|as she picks up a costly watch she Is
| confronted by Peter Northard. Ninette
|explains everything to him.  He decides
{to help Wheeler, but when they reach
him he is dead. Ninette faints. Nothard
takes her to bhis home. Ninette gets
| brain fever. When she recovers prep-
aration is made to send her to Noth-
|ard's slster in the country for complete
| recuperation. s husband, Ar
| thur Delay, is in iced to Ninetto.
| Dorothy Manvers, a former sweetheart of
| Nothard s a guest at Margaret's house,
In a perfectly lovely old place mnear

| Margaret's lives the wealthy William Fel-

| sted, whose only Dick, frequently
| visits the Delay e. Dick Felsted

becomes Ninette's devoted slave Mr,
}n'.n.n:u:.’n cne of the richest men in or
fout of England, is a dinner guest at
| the Delay home. He is very attentive

| to Ninette and invites her to lunch with

!him in London. Arthur Delay disap-
proves of Ninette having an appoiatment
with Cavanagh, but as she thinks it is
none of Arthur De! s affairs, she sends
|a note of She meets Peter
i Nothard in just as she is ready
| to leave the house. He asks her to T’o
to the theater with him and cancel the
|engagement with Cav i Ninette re-
| fuses to accept Not ‘s invitation.
! Nothard thinks Cavar h is not a suit-
able escort for Ninet but she insists

|on ng. Dorothy anyers serves as
ihs 1tional « 1y for Nothard.

\ 1 gh her life story.

8 s not love Nothard

{s sure Nothard does not care

. that she 11 ing to work

1 v ywoking after

{ stage.

woman

much.

have

Copyright b} A n Wheeler Syn
| teate. Ine.)
CHAPTER XXVI—Continued

“Have made all arrangements for yo

I can g0 to an hotel tonigh

\sked Pater
“I think,” s 8 s! t 1
I shall go ster's house
. kK up i
bring tl} 1 L3
L was = 1
Surel v ) h t her
34 1 I t hay 1 b id
M r e maids ca see
r i ked up all ght
rtheless vid Nir
CHAPTER XXVII.
Another Meeting With Delay.
Nothard knew better than to argue
with Ninette
Do as he saild carels
aly I should 1 thought 1
last | P w i
t 1 1
i 1 1 g
sal ) N | v add
Nothard’s T But as st

some mo

1 in her hands;
| then she turned ont the light, and erept
| upstairs In dark ing what
“v‘ new phase of lif store to
| offer
| She th with a
| queer de which in
| erea ate | t alone,
| and tened to the smpts at
| e reation made 1} house
| ke«
| r she wished

called after
{ luncheon. housekeeper she
[ wonld be she slipped
{out of the houae ght the st
iﬁnhuh‘..- rrain She chose the morning
| because then Arthur Delay would prob
ably be at business and Margaret at
{home. It was to see Margaret Delay
|again that she was going
: It was just before ten that she ar-

rived at the house, and she Knocked at
| the door with a i heart. .

| 7Then, when she ird the maid's step
/i the hall, she wondered what explaua
|tion she should give
! “Is Mrs. t

|

1
bes

h

i she began, and

then stoppec sounded too formal
| After all, the chances were the servants
"knmv little or nothing of the break-up,
| 80 she ended up simply:

“I've come to pack up my things."

BRINGING UP FATHER.

f

“Mrs. Delay is out, miss,” said the
girl as Ninette passed inside, “but if you
will ring, If you want any help, I can
arrangé anything that's necessary.”

Ninette went upstairs “to her bed-
room. Everything was as she had left it,
except that the counterpane had been
folded tack and the sheets turped down
—in rendiness for her to sleep the night

before. Evidently the servants had
known nothing of the reason of Ni-
nette’s sudden departure, and were ex-

pecting her to sleep there again.
She was in the middle of her pack-
ing when a man's step in the corridor|
outaide startled her. She guessed quite |
rightly it was Aruthur Delay's, but none |
the less she had not expected to see him,
as he usually was absent at business at|
this hour. |
She had left the door open and there|
was nothing to prevent him entering, |
which he did without ceremony. !
“Ninette,” he said hoarsely, standing |
in the open door. i
back. 1 was just off to business, but I
heard you talking to the maid and I fol- |
lowed you up. I've something I want to|
say to you."”
e waited for her
did not speak.

]

to reply, but she!
There seemed to be noth- |
|

|

|

ing to say.
“l wanted to tell you I'm sorry for
for what happened yesterday.”

“Don’t you think you had better catch

your train?” sald Ninetie calmly; she|
was not afraid of him now. ‘“Besides,
your wife might return at any mo-

ment, and it wouldn't do you any good,
would it, to be found in here alone with
me?"

“I can catch a later train,” he sald,
“and my wife won't be back for half an

hour. I want you to say that you for-
give me before 1 go."

“It's not me who ought to forgive
you,” said Ninette quletly “It's Mar

garet you should ask for forgiveness.”
“Yes—ves—of course,” said Delay “but
I ean't bear that you should think wrong
of me somehow. I suppose it's because I
love you—you kncw I shall always love
you, whether its right or wrong. Since
vester r I've been in agony-—wonder-
ing what you were thinking of me—
wondering if you desplsed me——"
“Yes,” sald Ninette, simply, “I
Delay was slightly taken aback.
“You see,” Ninette went on, “I do-
splse every man who takes advantage of
a friendless girl to make love to her
It's beasts like you that make girls go
wrong
He was
veliemeng

do."

disconcerted
and candor.
“l was coming to that
fenly “l was going
through any fault of
[ difficulty—money
be only t
would
ink,” sald

by her sudden
e

sud

he sald
that it

say tha
mine you ar
or anyth
o glad to
be worth
Ninette

to

ould

¢ hel
ur  help a

with

niet

to any extent™

of o

he re
ey and
r your

he

to 1 ast n cu" 13 o
“No, replied Ninette, “I went to Cav-
; angri
was right when 1
1 he cried “So
pride amounts to
ng realls [ needn’'t have wasted
y i C you
CHAPTER XXVIII,
Cavanagh Takes His Rightful
Place.
Nott any e and ever
angered r 8o I a8 the
in the word h the )
“' v dare yo she cried how
3 YOWER P NTQ
‘ POWER PLANTS
1( From Power,
Much has heen sa within tt last
few ars iegarding tt \ n of power
plar at 1 m ind ! itting |
the power 1t lista pe
1 > that t \
he future, tt
to a degree of
nee to wk

subjected From the
this is very desirable can be |
sald a t when
examined there
aTe N against
the comple his project
It is now gen 1 that the loca
itons t here larg power
stations tructed such a8
would b r ny saperpower
schenie are limited IF'here are many
aites where such plants can bhe built on
| the large rivers, hut these are some dis
tance awny from the mines, which means
that *onl must be transported over malin
line railways After coal has been loaded
on ® dard rallway cars the difference
in freight charge for transportation all)
the way to where la demands ru.‘
R er required and part way make
it a ible to use the long haul, at
least ss a dollar and cents proposition

This
|

Long high-voltage transmigsion systems
are expengive to construct and maintalin,
alsgo transmission and transforming
losses avera around 10 to 15 per cent

and in some cases even higher. Further

more, overhead tr 1isslon  systems |
have not reached the high degree of re
Hability that underground transmission

i
and distributions have "
The leading article in this lssue de ‘
seribes the Seward power-plat of ”,,.‘
Pennsylvania Publie Serviee Corporation. |

plant is located only about s(xi

—Photo by R. B. Karst, Morgantown,

An old

|FORMER STATE

OFFICER NAMED

Regional Director of Veterans’
Bureau.

The apyrointment of John H. Ale,
former State food and drug inspector, as
regional ctor of the United States
Veterans' Bureau, has been announced by
officials of the “clean up squad” of the
bureau. T. Edward McNamara, formerly
with the burean at Washington, also has
been named to take charge of the claims

of former service men in this territory.
He will sueceed F k H. H. Nolte, who
came to Indianapolis when the bureau
offices were opened here several weeks
ago,

Mr. Ale was recommended for tha po-
sition by Senators Harry S. New and
James E. Watson it is understood. He
Iwi!l open offices here as soon as the
squad leaves for Terre Haute Saturday,

The first work wiil be to take up the
claims of men living in Marion, Han-
| cock, Hamilton, Hendricks, Boone, John-
{.-mn. Shelby aud Morgan counties. Later
EtHs territory will be extended.
i
|
|
|
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enable one system to assistance to st sunflower in the State. ‘l'h»; The body will be went to Laurel. Ind., | Clifford Cromis, 48, was killed neor here
another in e of trouble, which, after Is eleven feet and seven inches|where it will be buried with military | late Wednesday, when he stepped in
211, i8 one of the most important factors ind the flower is eleven inchbes honors by the American Legion posts of | front of a Pennsylvania passenger train.

Illw was a member of the section crew.
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