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TOM RILEY always did wont "last,” especially about the primaries!

SEEMS LIKE there ought to be enough police problems without worry-

ing about dancing in Indianapolis.

FLIVVERS now promise to become so numerous that car owners
•will soon be petitioning for places to drive!

Food for Thought
Should the courts uphold the contention of Attorney W. V. Rooker,

made last Saturday in Marion Circuit Court, that no taxing unit has the

power to appropriate additional money to funds once they and their size

are fixed by the annual budget for the reason that the State tax law of

1919 absolutely abolished the so-called general fund, fourteen ordinances
carrying appropriations, passed by the city council this year would be
illegal.

Not only would the ordinances be void, but also the officials who took
part in expenditure of money so appropriated would be liable to action to

reimburse the public on their bonds.
Since Jan. 1 there have been twelve appropriation and two other

ordinances carrying appropriations, adding to the total expenditures of

the city for the year the sum of $28,842.83. Besides these the council has

passed one ordinance transferring SIO,OOO from one fund to another and

now has pending two measures for the appropriation of $14,085.20 more.
Transfer of funds is illegal under the Rooker interpretation of the State

tax law, since Mr. Rooker argued in Circuit Court that the making of the

annual budget, as required by the law makes each fund an Inviolable trust

fund which can neither be added to or subtracted from once they have

been subjected to public hearing and voted through by the council.

The difficulties which the Republican Legislature which made such a

muddle of the tax situation has added to troubles already discovered in

case the Rooker contention is held to be correct continue to come to light

If it is Impossible for a taxing unit to make appropriations in addition to

those in the budget there i3 nothing left for officials to do when for some

reason they discover there is not enough money left in a fund to run
through the year except to negotiate a temporary loan for what is needed.

But, under the Rooker Interpretation it would be very difficult to make a
temporary loan, not to mention expensive, for the reason that since no
additional appropriations can be made no money could be appropriated
out of the funds derived by taxation to repay the temporary loan that
year. It would be necessary to include the repayment of the loan in the
budget for the following year. Citizens would have a right to pass on the

fund when the budget came up for public hearing and take legal action to

block its inclusion in the annual appropriation ordinance if they did not

like it. Thus, the bank which made the temporary loan to the city would

be taking a chance on braving a storm of protest by taxpayers before it
got its money.l Banks do not take such chances. It would be very hard

to get a temporary loan under such circumstances.
Numerous discrepancies between the tax law, under the Rooker Inter-

pretation, and other laws supposed to dovetail into it are noticeable. For
Instance, the election laws provide that the amount of pay of members of

the board of election commissioners and board of canvassers in city elec-
tions shall be determined by the city council after the primary or election is
over. Under the Rooker contention it would be necessary for the money

to pay the commissioners to be appropriated in the budget, adopted in
September of the previous year, yet the election law does not permit the
council to decide how much it is going to pay until after the election.

This point arises in connection with introduction in the council Mon-
day evening of a resolution fixing the pay of the election commissioners in
the city primary at SI,OOO for the two appointive members and SSOO for
the city clerk, who serves ex-officio.

How's This Platform?
Problems of city government arc very much alike throughout the

United States. New York anti-Tammany voters are considering a coalition

to defeat Mayor Hvlan. A platform has been suggested as follows:
“1. That the city's expenditures shall be kept within the city’s revenues.
“2. That appointments and promotions in the civil service shall be for

merit and fitness and not for politics.
”3. That the police department shall be restored to honesty and

efficiency.

“4. That politics shall be banished from the public schools and the
building of school houses progressed without fraud, extravagance or undue
delay.

“5. That the city shall stop dumping Its garbage at sea and shall find
a sane and economical solution of this problem.

“6. That the traction problem shall be honestly dealt with and fairly
solved.

“7. That the gas problems shall be honestly dealt with and fairly solved.
“8. That the telephone problem shall be honestly dealt with and fairly

solved.
“9. That the problem of unemployment shall receive intelligent con-

sideration and efficient solution.
“10. That a policy of ‘do something* shall replace the policy of ‘do

nothing’ in the city administration.”
With one or two exceptions this platform might be adopted by either

of the two candidates for mayor of Indianapolis and suffice as a basis for
the municipal campaign.

The third plank might be amended to read "that the fire department
be restored a point in efficiency where the firemen would not forget to
open fire hydrants from which they are attempting to pump water.”

The fifth plank might be amended to read: “that the city shall stop
attempting to maintain a garbage plant that costs three times what it
should cost and find an economical way of disposing of its garbage.”

With these changes, what more could Indianapolis ask than a plat-
form such as is proposed in New York?

An Unnecessary Salary!
The last Legislature, in its mad scramble to dispose of public money

and to favor those partisan workers who asked things of it, passed a
statute authorizing the appointment of a “chief clerk” for the Circuit and
Criminal Courts of Marion County.

The statute fails to define the duties of the "chief clerk” and Judge

James A. Collins of the Criminal Court, has attempted by court order to
place all the records of the Criminal Court in the charge of his “chief
clerk.”

Nothing, either in the statute nor in the court order, can possibly be
construed as relieving the duly elected clerk of the Circuit Court from
the duties imposed on him by the statutes to keep a record of the judg-
ments and orders of either the Circuit or the Criminal Courts,

Whether Judge Collins's “chief clerk” keeps these records or not is a
matter of no Importance. The duly elected clerk must keep them and
they are open to public inspection.

Those persons who fondly believed that a method of preventing the
public from knowing what the Criminal Court was doing with cases
brought before it had been evolved with the aid of the accommodating
Legislature are doomed to disappointment.

Wrecking Themselves
Politically speaking, the squabble in which the Republican county

administration was plunged over the election of a county superintendent
of schools illustrates a crudity that is somewhat surprising to party
leaders.

One would believe that with the reins of government all in their
hands the Republican party leaders would be able to remove a Democrat
from a selective office without the necessity of disrupting the county gov-
ernment by the abolishment of a township.

But the harmony that would naturally be expected from a political
machine such as has been established in Marion County appears to have
been rudely disrupted when a job was at stake. In fact, no one of the
factions that constitute the Republican control of the county could elect
a school superintendent without taking advantage of a change in the
form of the county government.

Toleration of this condition in the Republican ranks can have only
one effect—the disruption of the working majority it now possesses.

There is evidence accumulating every day that points to the approach
a time when the Republicans will have wrecked themselves. '
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HENNY PORTENKNOWN IN EUROPE
As 'The Cuddle some Monde* in Movies

BESSY PORTEN AS ANNE BOI.EYN.
Hemy Torten is star new to Americans, her firmament haring been Eu-

rope until “Deception" brought her to America. She portrays Anne Boleyn
in that ten-reel picture which has broken all records in its New York showing
and brought from the reviewers such enthusiastic praise as has been accorded no
other motion picture, llenny Porten Is known in Europe as “the cuddlesome
blonde.” Americans will recognise in her an actress of exceptional ability who
makes Anne Boleyn live again her career near, on and off England's throne.
“Deception” le now in its second week at Loew s State.

-I- -I- -I-
TARRINGTON’S INFLUENCE
SEEN IN NEW PARAMOUNT MOVIE.

The Influence of Booth Tarkington on
the screen version of bis ‘‘Conquest of

Canaan,” recently completed at the Para-
mount eastern studio with Thomas
Meighan In the leading role, will be
shown in both the titles and the action
of the film. Tarkington is responsible
for more than half of the titles in the
picture and he also made many pertinent
suggestions on the handling of the ac-
tion of the story which were followed by
K. William Neill, the director. Tnrk
Ington carefully supervised the con-
tinuity of the photoplay made from his

book before Paramount began "shooting”
the picture.

*!- -I- -I-
---ON TIEIV TODAY.

Among the attractions on view today
are the following: “The World an:5. His

I Wife” at the Murat; "A Prince There
I Vos” at English's; popular vaudeville at

i the Lyric, B. F. Keith's and the Broad
I way; movies at the Rialto; "Sentimental
I Tommy" at the Ohio; ‘The Good Bad
Wife” at tho Albrambra; “Tho Traveling

: Salesman” at the Isis: "Deception” at
i Loew't State; "The Fighting Stanger” at■ the Regent; “The Man of the Forest” at
I the Circle and “The Miracle of Manhat-
' tan” at the Colonial.

KEEPING HOUSE WITH THE HOOPERS
(The Hoopers, sn average American

family of five, living In a suburban
town, on a limited Income, will tell
the readers of the I'allv Times how
the many present-day problems of the
home are solved hv'working on the
budget that Mrs. Hooper has evolved
and found practical. Follow them
daily In an interesting review of their
home life and learn to meet the con-
ditions of the high cost of living
with them.)

WEDNESDAY.
As the weather was beginning to bo

very warm, Mrs. Hooper moved ber Iron-
ing out to the screened-in baok porch,
where she could use her electric Iron
quite as well as in the laundry now that
a wail plug had been put in to which
it could be fastened. Roger bad Insisted
that he was quite competent to do this,
but Mrs. Hooper would take no chances
on electric wiring, so sbe considered it
money only properly invested to have it

! done by an expert electrician. He had
Just finished the Job in time for her to
begin her ironing on the porch this
morning, for which she was extremely
grateful. Ironing the curtains for the
dining room was the really big work
of the day, so she began on them at
once. They were simple, hemstitched
marquisette with no rulTles or frills with
which to bother, but the difficult}' of
getting them perfectly straight was what
made them bothersome.

“I suppose some day I’ll be longing

for an electric ironer, now that I've
really discovered what a wonderful thing
the washing machine Is. But this nice,
little e’ectrlc iron Isn’t bad compared
with the old-fashioned way which tied
a woman to a hot stove so many hours
a day in order to keep her family looking
■well starched,’ But I know I’ll never
be happy now until this house Is elec-
trically equipped. It certainly has given

me anew object In saving the household
money.”

She noted that her house dresses were
beginning to look faded and a bit shabby
and decided that the material for two
new ones should be among the things
purchased when she went Into town to-
morrow.

All morning over her Ironing she kept
thinking of Just how she would punish
Helen for her wrong-doing. She had
been more unhappy and worried than
she cared to confess over the discovery
that her little daughter had naturally
succumbed to the sin of deceit and false-
hood, as readily as though she had not
been watched and cared for since her In-
fancy and been surrounded always by the
best influence.

She hadn't talked the situation over
with Henry, preferring to work out the
problem herself and not worry him. She
wondered how the majority of mothers
met the situation. The woman at the
club in ber talk on “Psychology” had
been very helpful ‘in her suggestion that
a child should bo dealt with understand-

and that all harshness should be
eliminated from the settling of the first
offense.

But It took a great deal of restraint on
Mrs. Hooper’s part not to resort to the
old-fashlonod method of corporal punish-
ment of a nature that would hurt
physically In dealing with the fault. She
felt very much Inclined to take her up-
stairs and give her a good sound spank-
ing with a hairbrush, put her to bed
without her dinner and threaten that If
it happened again more punishment of
the same kind would be meted out to
her. This obsolete method was so simple.

As she brought Betty downstairs after
her nap, In her fresh little gingham
romper, and sat down on the porch to
sew and wait the arrival of the two other
children from school, she had decided of
course for the plan tbnt according to
modern ideas is more effective in deal-
ing with delinquents, that Helen should
be reasoned with and talked with and
If possible the cause of her temptation
to tell untruths removed.

Roger came home from school on time,
and Mrs. Hooper waited and waited for
Helen, but she did not appear. Finally,
she could stand her anxiety no longer
and. putting on her hat and coat, she
started out to find the child.

The bride had asked Mrs. Hooper to
tell her how to prepare rhubarb and
before she sat down to sew she had writ-
ten out the following notes to help her,
and put It la her bag to give her the
nert time themet

RHUBARB.
If boiling water Is poured over rhu-barb after it is washed and cut into one-

inch pieces, lea* Bug r will be needed
to sweeten It. Pour the water off afterfive minutes. Put the scalded pieces ofstalks in the top of a double boiler and
ns much sugar as your taste calls for.
* ook slowly until tender and serve in
a thin glass dish. If not cooked la the
double boiler, it may be baked in tho
casserole.

Rhuhnrb pie is made by mixing seven-
eighths of a cup of sugar, two table-
spoonfuls of flour and one egg for every
two cups of the fruit. Add this to the
rhubarb and bake between two crusts.Have the oven hot for the first five min
utes and then bake slowly till tho fruitis soft.

The menu for the three meals on
Thursday is:

RREAR FAST.
Grapefruit Cereal

Corned Reef Hash
Toast Coffee

LUNCHEON.
Forn Chowder

Rye Bread Radishes
Canned Peas

Milk
DINNER.

Cream of Celery Sonp
Braised Mutton

Steamed Rice Spinach
Raisin Bread Pudding

(Copyright, 1921.)

1 ——

PUSS IN BOOTS JR.
By David Cory. '

CHAPTER CCCLVII.
Yon remember in tho last story the

little workman fairy was showing Puss
Junior all the wonders of Fairy Land.
And please don't forget that Puss was
as small as a fairy cat, for he had drunk
some of the magic wine which tho Fairy
Queen made from the checkerberries.

“Now come with me to tho lake,” said
the tiny workman. And pretty soon they
stood upon Its sandy beach, which
sparkled under the rays of the after-
noon sun.

And would you helievs It? The beach
was all alive with tiny figures working
in the sand, turning and twisting it
about, searching for diamonds for the
Fairy Queen.

And as Puss peeped Into a dark nook,
half under a mossy stone, he could see
they were painting the red spots on
the backs of the trout, while up In tho
pines on the breezy hilltop they were
singing a funny song to an old crow
who was afraid to go into the cornfield
because of the old clothes man:

“Old Mr. Crow, if you weren’t
afraid

Os the Old Clothes Man which the
farmer has made

You’d look under the band of his
stovepipe hat,

If you weren't, Mr. Crow, such an
old ’fraid-cat.”

“I wonder what is under the scare-
crow’s hatband,” thought Puss to him-
self. But he didn’t say a word to the
-fairy about it. No, indeed! He was
determined he'd find out for himself, so,
turning to the fairy workman he said:“I have passed a very pleasant dffy
with you, Mr. Fairy. I have seen and
learned much, and now that the sun is
sinking behind the western hills, may
I trouble you to show me the way to
the nearest town ?”

“Willingly,” replied the fairy, “but
first take a bite from this little blue
apple. It will change you Into your
natural form.” So Puss did as the fairy
told him, and, presto! change! in a
moment Puss was his natural size.

And then the forest glowed with count-
less eyes of birds and beasts, and the
air was filled with their voices. Tho
birds sang and cried, the owls hootea,
the wolves barked, and the deer threw
baok their great horns and gazed at Puss
with tearful eyes. The fays and elves
and fairies peeped out of their hiding
places, and their little faces and tiny
voices wept and sobbed as they begged
to Puss to stay with them in Fairy
Land.

But little Puss Junior only shook his
head, for he knew he would never be
contented as a Fairy Cat, but must
travel on through the big wide world for
more

(To be continued.)

Take a Look at Your
Own Panama Canal

It cuts In half the highway of the
seas.

It compresses the whole earth Into
smaller compass.

This is a matter cf tremendous advan-
tage to the American manufacturer, the
farmer, the merchant and the man in the
street.

It brings Chill and Peru nearer to New
York than California.

It brings Australia 1.800 miles nearer
to England.

The most authoritative map of the Pan-
ama Canal was made under the direction
of the National Geographic Society. It
is printed in four colors on coated pa-
per, and is 7V4 by 12 inches in size.

A copy will be sent free to any reader
of the Daily Times who will fill out the
coupon and enclose 2 cents in stamps
for return postage.

Frederic J. Haskin, Director,
The Indiana Dally Times
Information Bureau,
Washington, D. C.

I enclose herewith 2 cents in stamps
for return postage on a free copy of
the Panama map.

Name

Street

City * sju.i■

State

QUESTIONS AND
ANSWERS

(Any reader can get the answer to
any question by writing THE INDI-
ANA DAILY TIMES INFORMATION
BUREAU, FREDERIC J- HASKIN,
DIRECTOR. WASHINGTON, D. C.
This ofhr applies strictly to informa-
tion. Tne bureau cannot give advl a
on legal, medical and financial mat-
ters. It does not attempt to settle
domestic troubles, nor to undertake
exhaustive research on any subject
Write your questions plainly and
briofly. Give full name and addresa

and enclose 2 cents in stamps for re-
turn postage. All replies are sent
direct to the inquirer.)

EFFICIENT LIGHT PRODUCER.
Q. Is It true that the firefly produces

light without heat? G. I- T.
A. A scientist of the Burean of Stand-

ards who has experimented with problems
! of light production informs us that the
firefly gives off no heat which can be de-

j tected. An infinitesimal degree of heat
must be produced, however, ns the light

is known to be produced by combustion
and there can be no combustion without
beet. The firefly simply has. as a light-
producing machine, a much higher effl

| clency than any machine man has bea*
able to make. It shows what enormous
possibilities of Improvement there are In
our own methods of light production.

AGGRESSIVE SNAKES.
Q. Is it true that a snake will not harm

one If It Is not molested? F. 8.
A. The Department of Agriculture says

that the king cobra of Asia has been
known to follow and attack persons, and

| the large constricting snakes of the trop-
! los also at time* are aggressive. The
poisonous snakes of the United States
usually do not attack men unless mo-

j tested.

SOURCE OF SHELLAC.
Q. Will you tell me what shellac Is

i made from? N. M. I.
; A. Shellac Is obtained from the lac ln-

! sect, which lives upon the twigs of cer-
| tain trees. It becomes covered with a *e-

! cretion. which protects the insect and its
! eggs, and this secretion is the shellac of
commerce.

PROPER MOURNING COSTUME.
Q What mourning should a married

i woman wear for a parent? E. G. K
A. Emily Holt says that a married

woman should wear mourning for a par-
ent at least one year. It is considered
better taste to wear mourning for a year

and six months, and then go into second
mourning. Second mourning consists of
costumes of crepe de chine or lusterless I
silk, and hats trimmed with bia.-k ribbon |
or flowers or dull Jet ornaments. After ;
six months white or lilsc touches may re-
lieve the second mourning. The wearing

of mourning is optional and a personal
matter entirely.

CAUSES OF THE AURORA.
Q What causes the Aurora Borealis?

M. W.
A. Scientists have never determined

with certainty what causes the Aurora
Borealis. There seems to he no doubt
that it is the result of electoral die- j
charges through the upper regions of the
atmosphere. It is known to be associated
in some way with the magnetism of the

earth, and the occurrence of sunspots has j
been thought to have some connection
with its appearance.

PNEUMONIA IN THE WAR.
Q. Did many of our soldiers die of j

pneumonia during tho war? G. L. A.
A. The War Department says that

pneumonia killed more soldiers-, of the
United States forces than were killed in |
battle. It says that 83.8 per cent of the
deaths from disease were caused by pneu-
monia.

AUTHOR OF "DIXIE."
Q. Can you tell me who wrote the song

“Dixie,” and when? W. P. B.
A. Daniel Decatur Emmett (1815 1905)

composed a song by the name of Dixie as
u “walk around” for Bryant's minstrels
1n 1859. It was first sung at the Mechan-
ic's Hall in New York City. The Confed-
erates first sang It at the Inauguration

of Jefferson Davis at Montgomery, Febru-
ary 18, 1881, and thereafter it became dis-
tinctively tho song of secession.

LINCOLN ON INVASION.
Q Did Mr. Lincoln once say that if all

the armies of Europe were to Invade the
United States not one could take a drink
from the Ohio River? J. C. K.

A. In an address made by Abraham
Lincoln before the Young Men’s Lyceum
of Springfield, 111., January 27, 1837. he
said: “All the armies of Europe, Asia
and Africa combined with all the treasure
of the earth (our own excepted) in their
military chest, with a Bonaparte for a
commander, could not by force take a
drink from the Ohio nor make a track
on the Blue Ridge in a trial of a thou-
sand years.”

STRANGE TRAIT OF COCKI.EBUR.
Q. Ts it true that a cockiebur con-

tains seeds that will grow in different j
years? A. N.

A. A cockiebur 'ontains two seeds, one
of which normally sprouts during the
first season and the other germinates the
following season. During wet 'seasons,
the two seeds may germinate simultan-
eously. Since coekleburs are annuals,
they can be eradicated by prevention of
seed production.

PROCESSES PATENTABLE.
Q. Is it possible to patent a process

or should tt be copyrighted? R. g. B.
A. A process is patentable.

OLD GROUPS OF POETS.
Q. Please tell me something of La

Plelade? B. H.
A. This is a name given groups of

seven poets living at the same time, the
most notable being in the time of
Pto’emy Philadelphus, King of Egypt
283-245 B. C. This name likewise applied
to another group of the sixteenth cen-
tury that united In a league to reduce

the French language and literature to a
classical form. It has been claimed that
the Plelade made 'modern French, and
armed the great masters of the Romantic
movement (1830) in their revolt against
“the cramping rules and Impoverished
vocabulary of the eighteenth century.”

THE RIVER HORSE.
Q. What is a river-horee? S. Q.
A. This is a name sometimes given to

the hippopotamus. The term means
river-horse In Greek.

WHITE HOUSE REBUILT.
Q. When was the White House de-

stroyed and rebuilt? J. W.
A. The original Eexcutiv© Mansion was

burned by the British in 1814. It was
rebuilt in 1818, painted white and called
the White House.

PERFUME INDUSTRY CENTER.
Q. Where Is most of the perfume

made? J. S. J.
A. The center of the natural perfume

industry has been for many years in
Grasse, France. Here, each year, more

than 5,500,000 pounds of orange blossoms,
4.400,000 pounds of roses, 1,400,000 pounds
of jasmine, 800,000 pounds of rlolets, and
80,000 pounds each of tuberoses and cassia,
are used annually.

,

THE THOUSAND ISLANDS.
Q. Where are the Thousand Islands,

and to whom do they belong?
I. M. C.

A. The Thousand Islands is a collection
of small Islands numbering 1,700, which
are located In the St. Lawrence River,
between Ontario, Canada, and Jefferson
aad St. Lawrence Counties, New York
Many of these islands are private prop-
erty and contain homes of wealthyAmeri-
cans and Canadians.

KNOWN 1,000 YEARS.
Q. How long has cattle plague been

known? 1. M. G.
A. Cattle plague has been recognized

for more than 1,000 years. It was proba-
bly this disease which destroyed the
herds of the warlike tribes which over-
ran the Roman empire during the fourth
and fifth ctoturles.

HOROSCOPE
"The stars Incline,but do not compel!"

JUNE 9.

Venus dominates this day In maleflo
aspect, according to astrology. Jupiter,

the sun and Saturn are ell adverse.
This sway is most unfortunate foi

women, especially In tnelr business as-
sairs.

Those who occupy Important positions
are warned that there will be much
jea’ousy and envy on the part of men.

Mercury is in a place presaging the
demand for wise diplomacy and far vision
In national affairs.

Persons whose blrthdate it Is may have
rather a changeful and unsettled year.
It Is wise to avoid extravagance and to
safeguard money.

Children born on this day may be
restless, ambitious and fond of praise.
These subjects of Gemini must be
taught concentration.—Copyright, 192 L

TRAVELING BAGS, SUIT CASES, TRUNKS, LADIES’ HAND BAGS
AT POPULAR PRICES.

UMBRELLAS—Don’t wait for a rainy day to buy your umbrella; buy it now
and have it ready when you need it. We have the most complete line ever shown
in this city for men, women or children, at $1.50 to $20.00.

Umbrellas. TBUNKS-LEATH ER GOODS-UMBRELLAS-
SO NORTH PENNSYLVANIA ST*

The Umbrella Store
50 North Pennsylvania Street

PROBLEMS
OF

The By-Product Coking Business
11. WHY WE DO NOT GO INTO
THE RETAIL COKE BUSINESS

We are frequently asked why we do not sell coke at retail. In-
quirers assume that we could thus increase the use of our coke in In-
dianapolis and let the consumer get it at a lower price without re-
ducing our own net return. We shall he as explicit as possible in
giving our reasons for not adopting this policy.

Investment Required
First of all we must call attention to the investment required to

do this work successfully. We might buy two or three trucks and
make deliveries direct from our plants; but that would amount to
little more than local peddling, it would reach only a small fraction
of the people now using our coke and would cut us off entirely from
the others because the dealers who now sell our coke at the rate of
40,000 tons or more annually would no longer handle our product at
all if we should enter into such competition with them.

To go into the retail coke business at all, we should have to go
into it right. This would involve an investment in the following facil-
ities:

1. At least a dozen distributing yards located on railroad swings.
Except to very limited areas we could not give good service by
hauling directly from our plants. Neither could we compete
successfully with other coke or coal which came to dealers’ yards
by railroad, if we attempted to haul to all parts of the city by
team or truck. Railroad charges are much lower than teaming
and trucking costs, even when teaming or trucking is necessary
for the final delivery. The dealer who most fully covers the city
at present has ten yards, and many others have several yards
each. We could not compete successfully in the retail fuel busi-
ness with fei\er than a dozen distributing yards. These would
require a heavy investment and would be hard to get at any
price. /

2. Each yard and our present plants would have to he equipped
with bins, sheds, tracks, scales, stables, garages, offices and es-
pecially with teams and trucks. This equipment would require
an additional heavy investment.

3. To conduct the retail coke business successfully, we should have
to carry a complete line of fuel. Naturally, we would push coke
as, perhaps, no retail dealer now does, but we should have to
recognize the legitimate uses of other fuel. We would be dis-
credited as coke merchants if we could not supply practically
all fuel demands. Furthermore, proper equipment for handling
coke would not be fully employed on coke alone. A\ hile trying
to restrict our dealings in coal and wood as much as possible, we
should still be forced to carry stocks which, in the aggregate,
would involve a considerable further investment.

4. It is seldom possible—in Indianapolis or any other city—for the
retail fuel dealer to confine himself to fuel alone. The small
proportion of fuel bought during the summer months would
mean much idle equipment and heavy overhead in those months,
or else inadequate facilities for handling the winter business.
Our yards would enjoy no special advantages. In order to carry
the business through the summer months, we should have to take
on the usual side-lines of building material or ice. That would
mean a still further investment in merchandise or even in manu-
facturing plants.

Now it happens that we. have never had capital enough to conduct
our present lines of business as we think they should be conducted to
realize the greatest economies or to render the best public service.
We have made no estimates of the capital required to go into the retail
fuel business. The mere statement of the problem is enough to con-
vince. almost any intelligent person that for us it is purely academic.
It simply can’t be done. If any Mend of this Company or well-wisher
for the community thinks he could distribute our domestic coke bet-
ter than some sixty-five dealers are now doing—if he can show that
he is able to provide the capital and tho organization to carry on the
retail fuel business as he thinks we should do it, and furnish us a bet-
ter local outlet for our coke than we now have—we will give him the
exclusive agency to handle our product in this citv for the benefit of
the inhabitants and his own profit.

CITIZENS GAS COMPANY

6


