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*OSSIBLY the purpose of that conierence was to determine just how
much work would be required to make Mr. McClure Speaker of the House!

A GUEST in an Indianapolis hotel had a fight with a robber who ap- |
pears to have believed that the hotel failed to get all the money he pos-
sessed!

>
NO ONE expected Goodrich's tax board to do anything else than la.ud|
Goodrich’s tax law and its own work. That may account for the opposition |
|
of Mr. McCray to its perpetuation.

THE CIVIL CITY of Indianapolis _w*sterdaiy sold $400,000 of its bonds.
“his is in addition to the $6,000 increase of bonded indebtedness which |

i
Mayor Jeweit modestly admitted a few days ago.

£

WHOEVER would have suspected that 197 passengers who transfer
from Stock Yards to Virginia avenue cars could have created such a
for a south side cross-town line!

“popular demand”

- |
AS DOC MORGAN SAYS, if there was bubonic plague and we handled
our rats we might contract disease, provided the rats had the plague and |
we handled them and didn't wash our hands thereafter. Consequently,
yoa see, it isn’t the loathscmeness of rats but the horrible possibilities that
make the rat campaign necessary.

Let’s Strike ¢ Balance! ‘

In pointing out recently to the people of Indianapolis
steps toward the re-establishment of confidence in public officials
prominent in the public life of Indianapolis, the Times declared
lies for a deplorable amount of distrust were not readily dis-‘i

.

irgent need |

o
1:4

of ta
and mer

that remec
cernible.

Since that time several ‘methods of dissipating the suspicion that at-
taches to things governmental have been suggested and among them
there are some that are so obviously expressions of good sense that they
are worthy of advancement.

It has been suggested that the people of Indianapolis be taken into the
confldence of the city administration to the extent of being informed as to |
the true financial condition of the civil city of Indianapolis, the school
gcity, the park board district and the sanitary district
v seem there is no real balance sheet available from !
ate of the financial condition of any of these taxing

Strange as it m

which a ready e
units may be obiained.

Doubtless the members of the city administration have fair conceptions
of the financial conditions of these units, but they have none of them seen
St to ke any statements that would enlighten the taxpayers as to the
true conditions

A\ n«
members are deeply
their property

It is an even question as to wheiher any member of this league knows
bonded

S
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in Indianpolis a Taxpayers' League, whose
n the amount of taxes they will pay on

YW

lishe

rested i

have

either the indebtedness of the city of Indianpolis or the sum of

its current expenses. About all the information that has been given by
our city officials, or our county officiais, is contained in the statement rela-

that the rate has been

Few citizens have any con-

tive to the®ax rate. Every citizen knows tax
raised more than 50 per cent over last year.
ception of the purposes of this Increase 4nd not one in one hundred is
able to tell for what purposes it is proposed to spend the vast sum of
money vill be paid into the county treasury in 1921.

1 shed toward a restoration of confidence in

t

T

Much uld be accom
Indianape f the Taxpavers’ League or some other civic organization
would conduct an investigation of the finances of the city of Indianapolis

and the Con nd give the public some adequate view of our

financial co

We limit this statement to an investigation by some civic organization
for the reason that we have no faith in ahy such a survey conducted under
the auspices of a political organization. The recent misstatements of

bonded indebtedness stand as an evidence
; prominent official may be trusted to tell the truth about
pocketbook

that one of the most proficient steps toward an era of
1d greater confidence in Indlanapolis would be an analysis
finances made by
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Misguided! |
In a recent statement on the conditions of the schools in- Indianapolis,

the school board made it exceedingly plain that the physical condition of
the school stem was too serious to permit of experiments er unwise |
policies. l
|

The statement indicated plainly that the time has arrived when In-
dianapolis must either provide proper buildings for her school children
or admit inabil to afford the children the educational facilities to which

uit of proper education and health.

In a was a direct answer to the plea of a group cf

vers who asked the bLoard to forego contracting for much needed

bulidings because of the h

condition of the building materis
There m posibly be two sid

there are few citizens of Indianapolis w

they are «

way

h

aave

n Indianapolis and the unstable

)8 1

Kets,

to this question of better schools, l)\:vl

10 will recognize more than one.

The welfare of the children of this city is so vital to its future that |
|

it transcends all other con rations.
School buil gs we need and schoo! buildings we must have, even |

if we have to forego the political pleasure of housinug a city administration’s
pet mules In a fine new barn. |
We have no fault to find with the position of the

taxpayers who impor- |
tuned the school board to help relieve them from an almost unbearable
They ought to be relieved and naturally they are seeking ever

¢

burden

rel

means of

But of their appeal that it was misguided and =
repeat that it is misguided as it pertains to the construction of
Indianapolis.

The housing of school children in the insanitary, unsafe buildings that
are now being used in this city is little short of criminal.

Only a match is needed to cause a holocaust in some of our school
buildings. We are £o close to criminal neglect that any day may bring
about a parallel to the horrors of the Hollywood school disaster. !

We have too much regard for the gentlemen who constituted the com-
mittee that protested against further school building in the interests of
economy to believe that they wish these deplorable conditions To exist
longer in this community.

There is not one among them who would not willingly give all his
property to save the lives of the school children of Indianapolis.

But they are today dbjecflng to carryin
insure

we sgaid at the tim €

schools in

o ¢
gt

he burden of taxation
health and education for the children because that burden is !
added to the tremendous burden of waste and incompetency in our gov
ernment. |
Unfortunately, these taxpayers have not studied the situation suffi- |
‘iently to act in a manner that reflects their true feelings. [
If they had, they would not now be publicly opposing more schml:
suildings and supporting by their silence a project to build a fancy barn |
for the city’'s mules! 7 |

ihat

will

Belated Discovery
Truly the person who inguires,
hich reaches our hearts. Now it

“Ain’t nature grand?” struck a chord

bhas been discovered that a tree called

-~ he balsa wood, a second growth in tropical countrics, ie more elastie and
stronger than cork and weighs about h2if as much. It can be uszd wherever |
cork is used at half the weight. -~

This late demonstration sof nature coming at a time when corks for

some purposcs have passed into oblivion or will pass, lg enter{aining to
say tho least. The dispatches say that this wood grows in great-gbund-
ance in the Panama Canal and within five years the tree will attain a
height of fifty to eighty feet. 1

Of course, cork is used for other things Pottles, and this discov-
will be very useful anyhow. {

J

| statutory rate is necessary what rate should be substituted for the existing

| & generally known

INDIANA DAILY TIMES, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16, 1920,

A Preposterous Plea :

The theory on which the Citizens Gas Company seeks permission to
increase the cost of gas in Indianapolls frdm 60 cents to 90 cents is that
there exists an emergency of such a nature that the public service com-
mission is justified in setting aside the statutory rate of 60 cents and pre-
scribing a higher rate. ¢

The public utility law says:

“The commission shall have power, WHEN DEEMED BY IT_
NECESSARY, to prevent injury to the business or interests of the
people, or any public utility of this State, in case of any emergency
TO BRE JUDGED BY THE COMMISSION, to temporarily alter,
amend, or with the consent of the utility concerned, suspend anj
existing rates, schedules and orders relating to or affecting any
puablic utility or part of any public utility in this State.”

The questions for adjudication raised by the gas company's petition
are: !

1. Does an emergency exist such as makes it necessary to suspend the |
statutory gas rate in order “to prevent injury to the business or hlterest.ai
of the people,” or to the Citizens Gas Company? i

2. If such an emergency does exist and such a suspension of the|

60-cent schedule?

In the opinion of the great majority of the people of Indianapolis, |.

sl

which opinion is shared sincerely by the Times, there exists nothing even
remotely resembling an emergency that would justify the public service |
commission in tampering with the gas rate in Indianapolis, let alone rais-
ing it to the requested 90 cents a thousand cubic feet.

As the basis ol its petition for 90-cent gas the Citizens Gas Company
sets up that an emergency exists in this:

1. That owing to the demand for gas and the condition of the peti-
tioner’s plant the requirements of the consumers cannot be met without |
an additional capital outlay of at least $2,750,000.

2. That the company has mortgage and other indebtedness that must
be mét in 1921 amounting to $1,500,000,

3. That these necessary improvements and demands for payment of
indebtedness can not be met with a revenue no greater than is produced |
by the sale of gas at 60 cents, R '

These allegations present to the public service commission the grounds !
on which it must determine whether there exists a justification for the |

|
b |

exercise of its emergency power to increase rates.

With the first two of these allegations there will be no dispute. It is |
f that the gas company either can not or will not |
meet the demand of its patrons for an adequate gas supply and the chari-
that it can not meet these demands without improve-

act
table viewpoint
ments.

That the gas
manner no one will have the

that be met in some
hardihood to dispute

However, before the citizens of Indianapoils will agree with the gas

has obligations must

company

company that they must pay 90 cents for gas, the company must con
vince them:

1. That the conditions whi it alleges really constitute an
emergency h as justifies the public service commission in set-
ting aside the existing contrac tutory price for gas.

2. That such an alleged emerge an only be met by an in-
crease in the rate for gas.

3. That the company comes into court with clean hands

ointing to a real emergency that exists in spite of and not because
I

of its earnest endeavors.

already 1ed antagonistic position

The city of Indianapolis has
against the gas company's petition

In opposing the petition of the str company for emergency re
lief the mayor deciared that the city's policy was to oppose increased rates
as long as there existed any other method by which the utilities could
operate.

Later Mr. Ashby declared that it was the city's policy to oppose emer
gency relief to any utility that was paying dividends on its capital stock

The facts are, in reference to the Citizens Gas Company, that it has
not exhal its own revenyes in seeking to meet the demands of the
public for gas and it has never failed to pay dividends at the rate of 1

per cent on its capital stock

Therefore consistency demands that the city oppose the attempted in
crease in gas rates for both of the two reasons advanced by the city offi-
cials for opposing the emergency Mmcrease asked by the street car company.

Waiving the question of whether the condiffons alleged by the gas
company constitute an emergency in the meaning of the law, opposition to
the increased rates should be successfully based on "the theory that all

| 1s cookl

ANSWERS

(Any reader can get the angwer to
any question by writing the [ndiana
ally Times Information Bureau,
Frederic J. Haskin, Director, Wash-
ington, D. C. This offer applies
strictly to information. The bureau
canpot give advice on legal, medical
and financial matters. It does not
attempt to settle domestie troubles,
nor to undertake exhaustive researc
on any subject, Write your question
plainly and briefly. Give full name
and address and enclose 2 cents in
stamps for return postage. All re-
plies are gent direct to the inqulrer.)

ORIGIN OF ALSIKE CLOVER.
Q. What is alsike clover? 2 5 o, 4 - ARl
A. Algike clover is a natlve of north-'
ern Europe, and is known also as Swed-
Ish or hybrid clover. The word “hy-
brid” was applled to it because it was
thought to be a ¢ross between red and

| QUESTIONS AND

|

| white clovers. The flowers of this va-
riety are plnk or white, or pink and
white mixed. Th's clover prefers a cool

climate, and w!ll grow on low, wet lands
and sotils low in llme countent, where red
clover will not thrive

JEWS IN WORLD WAR.
Q. 1s it true that most of the Jews in|

{the Army were from New York City?

H B A
A. New York State and City supplied
nearly one-third of the Jews who served
fn the United States Army in the World |
War, the greater proportion of these,
coming from New \'m-'k City.

MOISTURE ON WINDOWS,

Q. What causes moissure to collect on
the inside of window panes, and w}mt
will prewent it? C. W

A. The difference in temperature be-
tween a warm room and the esld air out

slde will cause the molsture inelde to
condense on the window pane. A good |
cireulation of air through the house will

window should be

stop this A kitchen .
opened slightly from the top when food
ng, to prevent such condensation
on windows and walls

FIRST PAID BALL GAME.

Q. When was the first baseball
ln‘\vh' h admission was (ll:lrgl"];
1 )

The first time admission
charged to see A baseball game was
July 20, 1850, when 00 cents was the Tec

for & game between teams from HRrook
nle

same,

8
A was

on

Iyn and New York Over 1.500 pe
attended this game at the Fashion *
Conrse on Long Island.
GIANT GRAPES,
Q. What grapes are the larzest, and
what are their size
] large
under plass
tensively in
T
nuar i
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FROSTING ON LIGHT BULE,

Q Can vyon advis ne how to rem -
the frosting frou , r
The Bure f Stands

frosting oF n gt
t X re Is
4.’ removing same
e ———— NSSRRESS .

PUSS IN BOOTS JR. |

By David Cory. mm—

Now R1OTY fore this

‘ { 3 4 v &
yon musn't forgs -
fown on old N
needn't he ald ""i"
Sitting on ti loor step was ‘

at A vasu't she a dreadfu
i “'4-1'-_‘ I guess sho was.. Her eyes -
AR greep a8 gross, Al A right in the U ¢
of cach was s 1itile red spot that looked
ke fire. / her tti] was as big as a
fesuth and the hair stood up as

i ! on ®

yugh and through
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IVES & LIONEL TRAINS

$2.00 TO $12.00.

GILBERT ERECTOR - i,

MECHANICAL TRAINS,

ts and S.pl
Puzzles

Machine Gun...... 83.7
Gilbert Engiueeriug Book......
Shocking Ma-

hines ...82.501t0 83.

BOXING
STRiKING

GLOVES

BAGS

FOOT BALLS
BASKET BALLS

ELECTRIC

TRAINS, $5.

AND MECCANO

Erector sets, $2.00 to $35.00
Meccano sets, $1.50 up.
Separate motors, $1.50 to
8.50. :
Miniature drill press, $1.50.
Mirfature stroll saw, $2.00.
Miniature circular saw, $1.00.
Miniature line shaft, $35.00.

Minjature lathe, $3.00.

Structo auto sets, $9.50 to
$13.50.

Gilbert wheel toy, 8$6.50 to
$15.00. z

Steam engines, $1.25 to $15.
Electric sets, 83.50 to $12.50

Coaster Wago plain

bearing
Coaster Wagons, roller

bearing .«...... S50t 8$8.50
Automobiles, &ll

ey o v ... 86.501t0 848.50
Scooters, ball

bearing ........ 84.50 to $8.00
Irish Malls......$6.50tc 814.50

Rubber-tired Kiddie
Kars .........89.75t 810.75

T e

3 '-'z:)\ Zem

hequsiT y Gl

Chemistry
$£9.50.
Hydraulic sets, $15.00.

outfits, $2.50 to

Weather, $15.00 to 8$27.50.

Sound experiments, $10.00.

Brictor T)uilding sets, $5.00

Airplanes, ready to fly, 25¢ to
8£3.50.

Knockdown airplanes, $4.00 to
$£10.060.

Telegraph sets, $2.50 to $4.50

Crown Bicycles

Crown juvenile bicycles
will gladden the heart of
every girl and boy. At-
tractively finished in four

CERISTMAS TREE
OUTFITS

i
different color combina- |
RIS s o oins sos oo S BEOO [

Regular size Crown, all el prat !
models ...... 8140 to $50
GOLF SWEATERS ROLLER SKATES
TENNIS INGERSOLLS RIFLES

OPEN EVENINGS UNTIL CHRISTMAS

| SMITH-HASSLER-STURM CO.

219-221 Mass. Ave.

A Christmas Wonderland

DOLLAR I'VE LOST
JOUST TWENTY YO

B}_)T A POOR.
POKER PLAYER®

QUICK ABOULT 1T

>

MALGIE !
I

LAST WEER

1 OWE YOU FROM

£L} |
these conditions can be met without recourse to increased rates ;30 % ! . .
oked & ) ‘ |
The gas company, in a statement made public with its petition, admits y away on. And re "'IIF‘\' A GIRL AIARRIES iState AAS.SOC‘latlon Of
X inkart tinkerty | 1 4 1 -
that it is now paying 10 per cent dividends on $2,000,000 of sto or i say “Winker " ke :r & 3 ; : I HOSDltKIS Proposed
$200,000 annually n : e eadgl A New Serial of Young Mar ried Life ‘ —_—
i < she went skKy | . 1 to The Times,
It claims the necessity of raising a capital outlay of $4,500,000 to meat  wicked old stress t t A ! By Ann Lisle | Ind., Dec. 16.—A move-
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$4,000,000 at 5 per cent interest and $4,500,000 at 4.4 per cent interest in curl pa , 5 ~ cod over the covers I knew 1 should'gig7s | i REoaE
n¢ hifle Y the n fi S . B he ac 1 - = | J Y fosp
In the present period of high interest rates the last enumerated possi ‘r‘:r;‘i = o e ol i e e '!“‘ ’l‘; i [l‘:'_‘ Then I remembered. It was my can-|faayete ling the movet
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Htv is P vahility b > he Qg P according s . fiax Pt il |a gen il be called about
bility is not a probability, but either of the others are, and according to ! after a'-.' g ‘:x: t £ i iotlons of anger and pain. A\n.,-r’“,e week before.—Copyright, 1920, | the first
the same statement from the gas company only $1,000000 additional capi "“”“ g - r“:‘ b ot o nphed (To Be Continued.) | =—— S ————— —
cap jumpe 1t e grC sang N —— i NS
tal is urgently needed at this time, Thia 1ttle g ‘ { Free Bulletin on
Only one-half of the company's dividend fund need be withheld from 2 : ! re : I 1< ree Huit -
1 . 3 1 . b " come from the earth, deep down be e 8ind our marringe | |
itg stockholders at present to pay 10 per cent on the 21,000,000 of addi oW, om misingly r | HOROSCOPE IF::E‘.‘* _';C}‘()te
tional capital which the company says it needs immediately to overcome | Where the dlamonds and rubles and em I took sides azalnaty| “The stars incline, bat do not cowre: ™ 1§ S PR
" REREE i erulds grow v 0 things. Dut - R s PR S
the “emergency | Where the blind mole digs winding  now is different. Simulated or real, ] FRIDAY, DEC. 17. hasemont - chte
Yet, under the circumstances, the directors of the gas company come | way bis Jealousy of wmy {riend, Anthony ' Unfriendly stars rule today, acc permanent one of thic same
hefore an alreads yr-bt ned public an 1¢ air bhes : runt wi And you never gee the light of ¥ Norreys was outrageous, unforgiveabis | ¢ o it o s o 4 1t
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little' confidence remains in the public mind by demanding an Increase of bright was because he knew he had given me | ‘advarse. be good when your grandchildren grow
¥ . 4 . 2 e Gt . strust sicians and surgeons come under a| old,
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| We work all in the ecarth below, |If T had offended hun. ‘r-ule financially Y The use of this artificial rock is ousz
According to the company's own statements it sold in the year ending | Ho, ho, ho, ho! |  “He beat me to it!” I sneered to my h’l e Shtevena b of th lanets is e of the blessings of a progressive age. The
- < 807 ¢ v . i self with terse and pungent wrath, I ¢ government of the planets Is ex-|,..jne {3 as simple as that for making
Dec. 1, 1920, a total of 3,041,327 feot of gas. Assuming that under a 90-| , . . 4 the 014 wely | Gid Dot go near the living room untii If ¢ edingly threatening to domestic hap-|{hread. Any body can use it. Get the
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cent rate sits sales would shrink 20 per cent, its increased revenue from »m‘n ‘; ulled up n‘ bucket of “,m“ ‘": 1 | kad finished dressing and was ready to !‘”‘"‘i l:‘~‘h d!(“;““l‘d! U‘f IHHITAA..; | anhlet from our Washington Information
¥ g e 2, g ¢ . ust he observe ers declare, and | Bureau.
the higher rate sought would be approximately §730,000, next year, when he poured out the water, would | 3¢t the breakfast table. 1 i’xl. s unn;::) :1 xlt :‘:IE:I rx \:‘P »:m'nq ;‘-l i
. : ~ e il y TR you belleve it, out dropped diamonds | Then, at sight of Jim, I stopped and, X 3 b : ; o I (In filling out the coupon, print name
This sum would enable the Citizens’ Gas Company to pay 10 per cent ;md o Ar;(! than he WH o fan "-~] bhraced myself against the 1 of my | take up. 3 | and address, or be sure to write plainly.)
interest on $7,300,000 additional capital 2nd in its wildest estimates the uss and a al to the !1.«.:‘1‘4'.\-.&.. oW - SREUBAN, ."" BaR Al Adde ,.,', : !u ‘::‘n:: :;:-:r.:iifvl\l-olv‘;twlf \nnl:‘:;f
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£2,500,000 more capital than the company claims to need to meet all de-|ttme—1f a black erow doesn't fly in front :l‘,v:ht‘;”"?‘k; .‘r‘:m;:. 4 Jim stepped back CUBIC INCH OF GOLD, } S e
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